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POLICE BLOTTER

The Hillsborough Police Department (HPD) responded to 10,078 calls
for service in 2008. The Department handled 2,878 residential alarm calls,
wrote 689 police reports, and investigated 62 non-injury and 12 injury vehicle
collisions. In 2008, the HPD arrested 123 adults and 56 juveniles. A sample
of calls for service that occurred during the last quarter of 2008 are listed
below:

e HPD responded to a hit and run crash on Summit one evening and found
that someone had run over a fire hydrant. The suspect was probably not
aware that his license plate had fallen off during the crash. He was eventu-
ally contacted and a report was filed with the District Attorney’s (DA’S)
office requesting prosecution.

A woman reported to HPD that her estranged husband was throwing her
personal property into a dumpster. A restraining order violation report
was forwarded to the DA’s office for review.

A suspicious vehicle was reported on Reservoir Road. Officers contacted
the occupants and arrested them for possession of heroin.

HPD officers responded on a request for mutual aid from the Burlingame
Police Department for a large fight in front of a club.

An HPD officer noted a suspicious vehicle on Sharon and saw a male sub-
ject take something out of a mailbox. The subject and his female passenger
were arrested for mail theft and possession of personal information used to
commit identity theft.

A man came into the HPD lobby to report that his wife was following him
in another vehicle and that he wished to be left alone.

A woman called HPD to report that someone kept ringing her doorbell.
Officers responded and determined that her doorbell was malfunctioning
due to a low battery.

A resident called HPD to request removal of a guest who was intoxicated
and refusing to leave from his holiday party.

An elderly resident reported that she had let her dog out three hours prior
to calling and that she could hear it barking but could not find it. An HPD
officer responded and reunited the dog with her owner.

A man called 9-1-1 to report that he saw someone steal something from his
car. He told HPD that he had punched the suspect in the face. The man
further reported that the suspect was last seen walking north on Skyline
carrying an umbrella and bleeding from the face. The suspect was located
and arrested for attempted grand theft.

A resident called 9-1-1 and reported that she could hear a man talking in
the creek behind her home. Officers responded and found that a caretaker
from a nearby residence was walking near the creek and was talking on the
phone with a family member from overseas.

As a general safety tip, residents are encouraged not to place outgoing
mail in their curbside mailbox. Please use an official “blue” US Post Of-
fice mailbox for all outgoing mail. Official “blue” US Post Office mailboxes
are located at Town Hall, Fire Station 32 (300 block of Ascot), 3400 block
of Ralston near Pullman, and the intersection of Black Mountain Road and
Wedgewood. Residents are also advised to pick up UPS/Fed Ex packages from
public view as soon as possible. There has been a general increase countywide
in thefts of delivered packages to residences

Vehicle Safety Adjustment For Elderly (V-SAFE) Program
Studies have shown that older drivers are often the safest drivers. Older
drivers are more likely to wear their seatbelts and are less likely to speed or
drink and drive. However, older drivers are more likely to be seriously injured
when a crash does occur. The V-SAFE Program was designed to assist elderly
drivers by reviewing the following within their own vehicles:
Proper seating position inside the vehicle
Proper hand position on the steering wheel
Seat belt adjustment
Air bag dangers
Correct mirror adjustment
Correct pedal adjustment
Identifying hazards inside the vehicle (loose items, etc.)
New vehicle technology
The HPD is now offering the V-SAFE Program. To set up an appoint-
ment, please contact: Officer Peter Scatena, 650-375-7470 (main), 650-375-
7598 (direct) or pscatena@hillsca.org.

Investigation Notes

Now that we have survived the holidays and the bills are in the mail, re-
member to do more than just check the balance on your credit cards. A busy
charge account can hide a purchase you didn’t make. Take some time and
review your bills for any mistakes or fraudulent charges. It is also a good idea
to make a copy of your charge account statement and save it in a secure loca-
tion. If the card is lost or stolen you will have a copy of the number and the
card issuer contact information. Contact your credit card company or check
their website for additional suggestions.

We are seeing a new twist on a familiar scam. This new telephone
scam is called a “granny scam” and preys upon a victim’s desire to help a
family member in trouble. The suspect calls a victim (usually a grandpar-
ent) and pretends to be their grandchild on vacation in another country
or state. The call begins with a generic “hi grandma...” and relies on the
recipient to give out the correct name and relationship information dur-
ing the conversation. The suspect then makes a frantic/emotional plea for
money such as telling the victim they have been arrested, are in jail or in
the hospital. We recommend confirming the identity of the caller with
other family members before sending any funds out of the area. Also, be
sure you recognize the person on the phone before revealing any personal
information.

Trash Talk-

CAN HILLSBOROUGH PUT A LID
ON RISING CAN COSTS:?

The price of recycling and refuse col-
lection services is scheduled to increase
again in Hillsborough. The costs of labor
and replacing obsolete equipment continue
to rise. In today’s economy, the value of
recycled materials has declined, yet the
Town must continue to recycle at least 50
percent of its waste per a State mandate. The
State is considering increasing the manda-
tory diversion requirements. What can be
done? Recycle more efficiently? Become
fully automated?

Martha DeBry, director of Public
Works, is engaging residents in the process
of making decisions for the future of trash
collection and recycling. The Town’s 10-
year franchise agreement with Allied Waste
ends on December 31, 2010, presenting
an opportunity for significant change.
The outcome will be based on a balance
between desired services and the costs of
those services.

Ideally, Hillsborough would graduate
to single-stream recycling (eliminating
separation of cans, bottles and paper and
making it easier to recycle more). This
would likely increase residential recycling
by 30 percent. The Town could adopt
organic recycling (food and yard waste
disposed of together for composting).
An organic program would decrease the
amount of garbage hauled to the Ox Moun-
tain landfill (food waste is 14 percent of
the Town’srecyclable waste stream), which
would increase the life of the landfill and
save money, as it is significantly cheaper to
compost a ton of organics than to dispose
of a ton of trash. Itis also better for the en-
vironment as decomposition of food/green
waste at landfills is a major contributor to
methane emissions (a greenhouse gas).

If Hillsborough adopted every ideal
option, overall collection costs would in-
crease 30 percent. “A 30 percent increase
is prohibitive,” DeBry said. If the Town
made no changes, costs would still increase.
“Because doing nothing is not a viable op-
tion either, the question is how do we scale
back the costs?” DeBry said. The answer
could lie in the method of collection.

The side/rear-yard collection is the sin-
glelargest factor that makes Hillsborough’s
garbage costs the highest in San Mateo
County. If more residents used curbside
collection, that would allow the refuse
company to effectively use automated
equipment, which in turn substantially
reduces labor costs and the number of

trucks needed. The Town could change
to automated collection while charging
a premium for pick-up from side or rear
yards that recovers that cost fully. (There
is currently a $5 charge for the premium
service).

“There is an initial outlay for infra-
structure to become automated,” said
DeBry, “but it’s really the only way to
save money in the long run.” A substan-
tial renovation and reconstruction of the
Shoreway Recycling and Disposal Center
in San Carlosis needed to allow the transi-
tion to automation.

DeBry is relying on the feedback from
the surveys and public meetings to deter-
mine how to structure a recommendation
to City Council regarding the details of
Hillsborough’snew 10-year franchise. “We
need to improve recycling and stabilize
costs over the long run,” she said.

CHECK OUT YOUR
CONTRACTOR

The Town requires that anyone work-
ingin the town of Hillsborough must obtain
a Business License. Individuals/companies
that perform work without first having ob-
tained the required license could be cited by
the Hillsborough Police Department.

Before hiring a company or individual
to perform a service, residents may verify if
the company or individual has a valid Busi-
ness License by checking the Town’s current
BUSINESS LICENSE LISTING available
on the Town’s website, www.hillsborough.
net, under the Finance Department, Busi-
ness License section.

NEW UNIT NEEDS
YOUR HELP

Good news. The military unit Hillsbor-
ough adopted is back home. But neither the
work, nor the war, has ended. Hillsborough
has temporarily adopted a new unit, Echo
Company, a paratrooper infantry group
from the 82nd Airborne Division, that has
recently arrived in Iraq. The troops can use
supplies and correspondence, all of which
can be forwarded to them via the Hillsbor-
ough Police Department. A list of needed
items can be found on the Town’s or the
Police Department’s website, or call Captain
Nick Gottuso (650-345-7470). A little goes a
long way in helping out the men and women
who are protecting our country.

MURALS

continued from front page
Hopkins Hotel on Nob Hill. He won numer-
ous scholarships, along with awards and
distinctions. Simultaneously, he prepared
for a parallel career in pharmacy. After
studying on a scholarship to the Art Stu-
dents League of New
York for the 1928-29
school year, Carlton
returned to San Fran-
cisco and rented his
first studio at 2430
Polk Street — and be-
came a licensed phar-
macist in 1931.
Carlton was com-
missioned to create
two sculptures for
the outside of Coit
Tower but funds were
reprioritized from the
federalarts fund to the
Works Project Admin-
istration (WPA). From
a new studio at 730 Montgomery Street,
he created a major portion of his work,
including four sculptural pieces commis-
sioned by the Golden Gate International

-3-

Brents Carlton, circa

Exhibition for the Fair held in 1939-40 on
Treasure Island.

Carlton moved his studio one more
time, finally ending up at his home in the
Excelsior District, where he continued to
work, even with declining health, until he
diedin 1962 at the age of 58. He had soloand
group exhibitions in many places, includ-
ing the San Francisco
Museum of Modern Art,
the California Palace of
the Legion of Honor,
the Garden Court at
the Palace Hotel, the
Whitney Museum in
New York, the Museum
of Fine Arts in Boston,
and Gump’s Gallery in
San Francisco.

Carlton’s horse mu-
rals were painted in
about 1928, almost 81
years ago. But where are
they now? Does anyone
remember seeing them
or hearing about them?
Does anyone have any clues that would lead
to solving this Hillsborough art mystery?
Memories, clues, relative family tales, call
Kathy Leroux, 650-375-7407.
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SOLAR MADE SIMPLE
FOR HILLSBOROUGH RESIDENTS

New program offers special
discounts and workshops

Take advantage of a new program and
you can accomplish two great goals—make
your home and Town more “green” and
save money.

The Sustainable Hillsborough Task
Force, a group of volunteer residents and
officials working to help the Town and its
residents become more green and energy-
efficient, has developed a plan that allows
residents to easily and efficiently adopt
solar energy.

The new plan -- the Community Solar
Discount Program -- offers solar systems
at a discount. The more people who
participate in the program, the more the
savings. To take advantage of the savings,
residents must sign up for the program by
April 10, 20009.

The path is clear to undertake solar
installation. The Task Force and City Coun-
cil have already approved the elimination
of the $505 solar permit fee to encourage
residents to install solar panels to gener-
ate free, clean, renewable energy for their
homes and pools.

Additionally, the new solar program
provides free solar workshops to learn
how solar power works and why it is not
only affordable but often less expensive
than utility power. Attendees will also
learn about government rebates, tax incen-
tives, the home installation process and
special discount pricing for Hillsborough
residents. Attend one of the solar work-
shops, scheduled for Saturday, February
21, 2009 and Saturday, March 21, 2009
at Town Hall, both from noon to 1:30

p.m. Information is also available on the
Town’s website, www.hillsborough.net/
about/sustainable_hillsborough.asp, or
call Assistant City Manager Kathy Leroux
at 650-375-7407.

“The fact is that this Solar Discount
Program provides the homeowners of Hills-
borough with a community of similarly
interested persons who can join together
and, using their joint buying power, get
solar for less than they could on their own,”
said Councilmember Paul Regan, chair of
the Town’s Sustainable Task Force. “In a
sense, the homeowners become their own
energy company,” he said, noting that the
program is a defense against the continu-
ally escalating prices of PG&E.

Accordingto studies performed for the
Task Force, 46 percent of Hillsborough’s
Greenhouse Gas Emissions (GHG) is
generated by residential electricity and
gas. The average Hillsborough home
with a new solar installation could reduce
GHG by 188 tons per year. For a $400
monthly bill, for instance, the “green”
savings amount to: 1) equivalent to CO2
savings emitted by driving an average car
240,097 miles, 2) CO2 absorbed by 105
mature trees over 15 years, and 3) 68,674
gallons of water used in electricity genera-
tion. The reduction aids the environment,
but monetary savings to the consumer are
also significant and could also increase a
property’s value.

“Hillsborough has some big houses
that need a lot of heating,” Regan said.
“Solar offers a more conscientious way
of heating. The program provides a real
opportunity to step up to the plate and
make this happen.”

TOWN BRACES FOR
TOUGH FINANCIAL FUTURE

Hillsborough is preparing for a round
of belt tightening moves to respond to the
current economic challenges facing all mu-
nicipalities, as well as the county, state and
the country. Department heads havealready
had a productive and cooperative meeting
and submitted proposed budget cuts to the
city manager and to the City Council. Union
representatives and employee groups have
also begun a series of meetings with Town
management to discuss possible options to
help maintain a balanced budget.

“Citizens should know thatall employ-
eesare thinking hard abouteach dollar that
is spent,” says Human Resource Specialist
Kristen Armbruster.

Hillsborough Finance Director Edna
Masbad projects a bumpy ride ahead, with
apotential decreasein future property taxes
failing to offset continually rising expenses,
plus the hard hit sustained by the Califor-

FIRE BLOTTER

During the last quarter of 2008,
Central County Fire Department
responded to the following calls:

Fire and explosions — 28
EMS/vehicle accidents — 663
Hazardous conditions — 98
(these are down power lines,
gas leaks, chemical spills)
Service calls — 119 (lockouts,
smoke removal, water issue,
assist invalid)

Good intent calls — 97 (can-
celed enroute, smoke investi-
gation without finding, unable
to locate)

False calls — 118 (smoke detec-
tor activation, alarm sound-
ing, malfunctioning alarm
system)

nia Public Employees’ Retirement System
(CalPERS). Councilmember Paul Regan,
commissioner to the Town’s Financial
Advisory Committee (FAC), agrees.

“It is likely that all cities will be
adversely impacted by assessments from
CALPERS during the next few years to
make up for its massive investment losses,”
he said. “It may be tough for a few years,
butif we continue to be prudent, we should
have resources to handle it.” Regan said he
would not be surprised if the State restruc-
tured the funding of benefits because so
many cities are struggling with the current
system. Should that occur, that may help
Hillsborough in the future.

The current budget picture could be
worse. As a result of careful and conserva-
tive planning over the years, Hillsborough
finds itself in a relatively stable state of
fiscal affairs. According to Regan, this
is because the Town has lived within its
means. “We’ve been careful in good years
and built a strong balance sheet,” Regan
said. For the time being, revenues still
exceed expenses.

Secondly, Hillsborough, unlike other
governmental agencies, has protected itself
against more risky investments, forfeiting
the extra percentage of gain for security.
“We didn’t see the financial collapse com-
ing,” Reganadmitted, “but other members
of the FAC and I felt we wanted to make
investments ourselves instead of keeping
our money in the San Mateo County in-
vestment fund, which we felt was not as
safe as treasury bills.” With the collapse
of Lehman Brothers, many cities and
school districts in the County lost millions.
Hillsborough suffered a relatively minor
loss of $156,000.

Ifeveryone continues to work together,
we should be able to see these difficult
economic times through.

FIRE SAFETY STARS

Winners of the fifth annual Central County Fire Department Fire Poster Con-
test received awards at the October 13, 2008 City Council meeting. The post-
ers were judged by the firefighters and carried the theme of preventing home
fires. There were 249 participants from the elementary schools in Hillsborough
and Burlingame, 137 from Hillsborough’s schools alone. The Grand Prize win-
ner was a fifth grade student at West School.

LEANN THORNTON

GATEHOUSE ALMOST OPEN TO BID

Plans to reconstruct the Carolands
Gatehouse located at Ralston and Euca-
lyptus, with a public/private partnership,
are moving forward. An architect is on
board and the Town staff is working with
government agencies to secure the necessary
documents. City officials anticipate work
will begin this coming spring.

Resident Sally Meakin and the Save
the Gatehouse Committee solicited pledges
fromresidents to reconstruct the Gatehouse.
“We now have the funding,” Meakin said.
“Ithink it’simpressive that 99 percent of the
pledges came in and, in several instances,
donors gave more than they had originally
pledged.”

Meakin said her research shows that
the Carolands 1930’s subdivision, entered at
the Gatehouse, was California’s first gated
and guarded community. “The only other

older gated community I could uncover on
the West Coast was Broadmoor in Seattle,
1926,” Meakin reported. The original sub-
division encompassed the area that is today
bordered by Chateau Drive, Highway 280,
Hayne Road and Robin Road.

PG&E began work last summer on a
project to relocate the power lines under-
ground on Ralston Road in front of the
Gatehouse. Following completion of the
PG&E projectand approval by government
agencies, the Town will begin reconstruc-
tion of the badly deteriorated Gatehouse
structure and remove two large eucalyptus
trees. The new gatehouse, designed to repli-
cate the old one, will meet the Town’s green
building standards. Plans are to salvage the
slate roofing and ornamental decorations
and reuse them in the new structure. The
building will serve as a police substation.

ow to be Part of the Global Warminc
Solution...A Low Carbon Diet!

Our Hillsborough community generates about 92,000 tons of greenhouse
gas emissions each year. These global warming emissions come from energy
we use to heat and light our homes. Additionally, emissions come from driv-
ing our cars. California has a new law, AB 32, the Global Warming Solutions
Act, that requires us to reduce our greenhouse gas emissions by 15 percent
from current levels by 2020. That means we need to reduce our greenhouse
gas emissions or carbon footprint by about 13,800 tons. This will take action
from all of us in Hillsborough to meet this challenge.

So how do we reduce our carbon footprint? The good news is that reduc-
ing our carbon footprint can also save money. We can reduce our carbon
footprint by reducing our energy consumption, using solar or other renew-
able energy for our homes (see the related article on the new solar discount
program for Hillsborough residents) and driving less. Surprisingly, reducing
water usage also reduces the carbon footprint because it takes large amounts
of energy to clean, heat and transport water to our homes. Here are ways to

reduce our carbon footprint:

Make your Home Energy Smart
Insulate your home appropriately and save about 30 percent on heating
costs. Talk to a contractor about insulating your attic, exterior walls, floors
and crawl spaces. PG&E rebates available.
Replace your old furnace with a new unit that has a 92-94 annual fuel utili-
zation efficiency rating (AFUE). PG&E rebates available.
Recycle old energy-wasting appliances and purchase appliances with “En-
ergy Star” ratings. PG&E rebates available and, in most cases, old appli-

ances picked up free of charge.

Visit www.pge.com/smarthome3 and learn more about home energy ef-
ficiency and visit hillsborough.net/about/sustainable for energy efficiency
actions and a list of certified energy professionals that help you identify and
prioritize the best energy savings for your home.

Drive Earth Smart
Telecommute more and plan carpools for getting your children to school.
Don’t let your car or SUV idle while waiting at school.
Purchase a hybrid vehicle and reduce single occupancy trips whenever pos-

sible.

Take transit whenever possible (helps reduce “finding a parking space

stress” too).

emember that SUVs and cars that get 20mpg or less generate a pound of
eenhouse gas emissions for every mile driven.




CALENDAR

CITY COUNCIL MEETING
2nd Monday
6 p.m. - Town Hall

¢
CITY COUNCIL STUDY SESSION
Study Sessions are held as needed at Town Hall.

¢
ARCHITECTURE & DESIGN REVIEW
BOARD MEETING
1st and/or 3rd Monday
4 p.m. - Town Hall

¢
DEPARTMENT COMMISSIONERS
John Fannon, Community Services
D. Paul Regan, Administration
Jess “Jay” Benton, Fire Department
Thomas M. Kasten, Police Department
Christine Krolik, Public Works

ARCHITECTURE & DESIGN REVIEW BOARD
John Fannon, Commissioner
Mark Heine, Chair
Charlie Barnett, Carl Goldstone,
George Jewett, Jennifer Werbe
Lin Ho, Alternate

P Printed on recycled paper
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COMMITTEES

FINANCIAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE
D. Paul Regan, Commissioner
John Lockton, Chair
Kathy Ceremsak, Al Clark,
Josh Cooperman, Richard Kuersteiner,
Al Royse, David Steirman

CITIZENS COMMUNICATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Christine Krolik, Commissioner
Janet MacGregor, Chair
BeBe Trinkner, Vice Chair

Suzanne Boutin, Marie Chuang, Candace Lyche,

Diana Witzel, Adviser

¢
CENTRAL COUNTY FIRE BOARD
Jess “Jay” Benton, D. Paul Regan

HILLSBOROUGH RECREATION
342-5439
D. Paul Regan, Commissioner
Christine Krolik, Commissioner

HILLSBOROUGH CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT
Marilyn Loushin Miller, Superintendent: 342-5193

POLICE DEPARTMENT

Business: 375-7470, Alarm Specialists: 375-7472

FIRE DEPARTMENT
Business: 558-7600

NUMBERS

TOWN HALL
Administration: (650) 375-7400
Website: www.hillsborough.net

Town Hall Hours:
Mon. — Thurs. 7:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Fri. 7:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Emergency after hours and weekends: 375-7470

City Council: 375-7400
Main and Finance Department: 375-7400
Water (service and billing):

Mon. — Thurs. 7:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Fri. 7:30 - 12:30 p.m. 375-7402
Building and Planning: 375-7411

Public Works and City Engineer: 375-7444

CITY MANAGER
Anthony Constantouros: 375-7400

Comcast
Customer Service: 1-800-945-2288

PG&E (24 hrs.)
Outage Information: 1-800-743-5002
Customer Service: 1-800-743-5000

Allied Waste
Main Number: (650) 592-2411
Hazardous Material: (650) 363-4718
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