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Chapter 8.16

NUISANCES
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Public nuisances.

A. A “public nuisance” is a thing, act, occupa-
tion or use of property which:

8.16.010

1. Annoys, injures or endangers the safety,
health, comfort, welfare or repose of any consider-
able number of persons;

2. Offends the public decency;

3. Unlawfully interferes with, obstructs or tends
to obstruct or render dangerous for passage, a public
park, square, street, alley or highway;

4. Inany way renders any considerable number
of persons insecure in life, physical safety or in use
of property;

5. Inany way offends the senses of any consid-
erable number of persons; or

6. Adversely affects the community or neighbor-
hood.

B. This chapter, as well as other sections of the
code, declare certain uses, actions and activities to
be public nuisances. It is the express intent of the
city council that these declarations are in addition
to, and not subject to, the generic determinations of
public nuisances contained in and authorized by this
section. Further, none of the express declarations of
public nuisances contained in this chapter or else-
where in this code are to, or shall, be construed to
be exclusive or in any other way to limit the author-
ity of the town to identify and abate public nuisanc-
es pursuant to any other town, county, state or fed-
eral law. (Ord. 557 § 2, 1997: prior code § 60.2.04)

8.16.020 Nuisances—Health.

The following are expressly declared to be public
nuisances adversely affecting the public health:

A. All decayed or unwholesome food, bartered,
sold, offered for sale or designed or offered for hu-
man consumption. Abatement may be summary;

B. All animals affected with disease, or animal
disease carriers, when the disease is one that may
adversely affect the health of humans or other ani-
mals. Abatement may be summary;

C. All ponds, pools or vessels holding stagnant
water in which mosquitoes may breed, or which
generate offensive or dangerous gases or odors.
Preventive abatement may immediately be taken;

D. All uncovered or inadequately covered accu-
mulations of manure, garbage or rubbish, which are
breeding places for flies, mosquitoes, rats, mice,
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8.16.020

insects and vermin, or which give forth noisome
gases or odors. Abatement may be summary;

E. The pollution or contamination of any water
supply or watercourse by sewage, wastewater, chem-
ical, oil, junk, debris, drainage or commercial or
industrial wastes;

F. Public exposure of persons having a conta-
gious disease, or one defined as contagious by state
law, that is subject to ready transmission to others;

G. Smoke, fumes, gas, dust, soot, cinders or
other particulate matter in such quantities as to ren-
der the occupancy or use of property uncomfortable
to a person of ordinary sensibilities;

H. The maintenance, existence or presence (ex-
cept as permitted by Title 6 of this code) of a stable,
animal corral, junkyard, brick yard or automobile
wrecking yard, or the depositing, storage, mainte-
nance, existence or presence of junk, junk irom or
metal, abandoned or salvaged appliances or furniture
or automobile parts or dilapidated or dismantled
vehicles or vehicle parts, construction materials or
equipment, manure or fertilizer or other goods,
materials and equipment which are not normally a
part of the residential use of any property;

I. The distribution of samples of medicines or
drugs. Such samples may be summarily seized and
destroyed;

J. Every species of tree, shrub or planting which
from adequate experience and investigation has
proven to be poisonous or dangerous to the public
health due to the toxic nature of its sap or pollens,
or due to its root structure is destructive to the sew-
ers and other underground facilities in this town as
they exist on any street, road, alley, sidewalk or
shoulder area, right-of-way or dedicated easement;

K. To maintain or suffer to permit to be main-
tained at or upon any premises, any cesspool, vault
or privy for the reception of human excrement or
fecal matter when there is a public sewer capable or
serving said premises, or temporary chemical or dry
closet for the reception of human excrement in such
a manner that offensive odors are emitted therefrom,
within fifty feet of any dwelling house, or without
having the same screened from flies;
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L. To throw, deposit or place at or upon any
street, park or other public place of this town, any
rock, stones, gravel, screenings, sand, dirt, tin, sheet
iron, broken glass, thorny clippings or branches,
clothing, bottles, paper, night soil, filth, sweepings,
ashes, garbage, rind, skin, or peel of any fruit or
vegetable, or any foul or noisome substance, or any
rubbish of any kind whatsoever;

M. To cause, suffer or permit the carcass of any
animal to remain upon any lot, premises, public or
private grounds, for a period of more than twenty-
four hours, or to cause, throw, dump, deposit upon
or suffer or permit any animal or vegetable matter,
garbage, filth, swill, suds, stagnant water or other
offensive matter liable to become putrid, to collect
or be deposited upon any lot, premises, public or
private grounds, except as to garbage, as otherwise
provided by laws and regulations of the town now
in force or hereafter enacted, regulating the accumu-
lation, collection and removal thereof;

N. To maintain or use any well for the purpose
of drawing therefrom water intended for drinking
purposes after notice from the health officer to close
or fill it, if it shall appear to the satisfaction of the
health officer that any well, the water of which is
used for domestic purposes, has become polluted or
in anywise rendered unsafe for domestic or drinking
purposes, or has become otherwise prejudicial to
health or dangerous to life, the health officer shall
give to the owner or his agent, lessee, tenant or.
other person in charge of such well written notice
to close and to fill it within a time to be specified
in such notice;

0. To put or place in or on or to allow to run
into or on any public reservoir, or the bank, border
or margin thereof, or into any water pipe, aqueduct,
canal, stream or excavation therewith connected, any
animal, vegetable or mineral substance; or to do,
perform or commit any act or thing which will pol-
lute the purity and wholesomeness of any water
intended for human consumption;

P. To discharge or cause, permit or allow to be
discharged, deposited or thrown into any public
sewer, drain or manhole in the town, or into any
private sewer or drain connected with the same, or








