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AMENDED

AGENDA
SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING
MONDAY, MAY 20, 2019
6:00 pm CLOSED SESSION
7:00 pm CITY COUNCIL MEETING
Hillsborough Town Hall

SPECIAL MEETING
CLOSED SESSION (6:00 pm) - Admin Conference Room
ROLL CALL
PUBLIC COMMENT:
Under Government Code 54954.3, members of the public may address the City Council on any item on the Closed Session agenda.
Before addressing the Council, speakers are requested to complete a yellow speaker's card and submit it to the City Clerk. Please
state your name and address, limit remarks to 3 minutes, and do not repeat comments by other speakers.

PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT OF CLOSED SESSION ITEM
●

CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – EXISTING LITIGATION
Government Code Section 54956.9(d)(1)
Crown Castle NG West LLC v. Town of Hillsborough, et al.
United States District Court for the Northern District of California
Case No. C 18-22473 JSC

ADJOURN CLOSED SESSION
CITY COUNCIL MEETING (7:00 pm) - Council Chambers
I.

ROLL CALL

II.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

III.

REPORT FROM CLOSED SESSION

Agenda – Hillsborough City Council
Monday, May 20, 2019
Page 2

IV.

CONSENT CALENDAR:
1.

V.

RESOLUTION GRANTING THE APPEAL, IN PART, OF THE ARCHITECTURE
AND DESIGN REVIEW BOARD (ADRB) JANUARY 29, 2019 CONDITIONAL
APPROVAL OF REVISIONS TO A NEW TWO STORY MEDITERRANEAN
STYLE RESIDENCE AND ASSOCIATED IMPROVEMENTS AT 1425 CARLTON
ROAD

PUBLIC COMMENT:
Under Government Code 54954.3, members of the public have the right to address the City Council on any matter within the
Council's jurisdiction. However, the Council may not take action on any non-agenda item (except in emergency
circumstances). Before addressing the Council, speakers are requested to complete a yellow speaker's card and submit it to
the City Clerk. Please come to the lectern, state your name and address, limit remarks to 3 minutes, and do not repeat
comments by other speakers.

VI.

CITY COUNCIL ITEMS:
This section of the agenda provides the City Council an opportunity to ask questions on any project of interest. No action can
be taken on any item not on the agenda.

VII.

ADJOURNMENT

SPECIAL ACCOMMODATIONS:
If you need a disability-related modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, to participate in the City Council
meeting, or if you need an agenda in an alternate form, please contact the City Clerk’s Office at 375-7412 at least 24 hours before the
scheduled City Council meeting.

MINUTES:
A copy of the unapproved minutes will be made available the Friday before the next regularly scheduled City Council meeting. Once
minutes are approved by the City Council they will be made available the following day. City Council Agendas and approved minutes
are available at the Town’s website, www.hillsborough.net.

ATTACHMENTS:
Any items listed as “Attachments” to the agenda are available on the Town’s website or at the City Clerk’s office.
Any writings or documents provided to a majority of the City Council regarding any item on this agenda, except as exempt from public
disclosure under applicable law, will be made available for public inspection in the City Clerk’s Office located at 1600 Floribunda
Avenue, Hillsborough, CA 94010, during normal business hours.

AUDIO / VISUAL ADVISORY:
Those persons who wish to use PowerPoint, DVDs or other mediums when presenting to the City Council, will be required to submit
media items to the City Clerk by 12:00 p.m. on the day of City Council meetings. Media items can be emailed to
myokoyama@hillsborough.net or brought in on disc or flash drives to the City Clerk’s Office located at 1600 Floribunda Avenue,
Hillsborough, CA 94010.
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CONSENT CALENDAR
CITY COUNCIL MEETING
MAY 20, 2019

AGENDA STAFF REPORT
ITEM SUBJECT: RESOLUTION GRANTING THE APPEAL, IN PART, OF THE ARCHITECTURE
AND DESIGN REVIEW BOARD (ADRB) JANUARY 29, 2019 CONDITIONAL APPROVAL OF
REVISIONS TO A NEW TWO STORY MEDITERRANEAN STYLE RESIDENCE AND
ASSOCIATED IMPROVEMENTS AT 1425 CARLTON ROAD

SUMMARY: On February 11, 2019, Mr. Poriya Dokhanchi and Ms. Mana Jamali (Appellants)
submitted an appeal of the ADRB’s January 29, 2019 conditional approval of revisions to a new
two story Mediterranean style residence and associated improvements based on procedural
challenges and the ADRB’s lack of approval of certain architectural features.
On May 13, 2019, the City Council conducted a hearing de novo on the appeal, which included
consideration of eleven key revisions to the design originally approved on June 1, 2015. At this
meeting, the Appellants indicated concurrence with and agreement to all alternatives with the
exception of the roofing material, noted by staff at the January 29, 2019 ADRB meeting and
presented as Attachment 19 at the May 13, 2019 City Council meeting.
As a result, the City Council indicated that with the agreed upon changes to color, the
reinstatement of columns, the simplification of the window trim and balconies, the elimination of the
irregularly spaced and oversized eave brackets, and the revisions to lighting as indicated in Exhibit
A of the resolution, the project achieves improved authenticity and consistency with the
Mediterranean style of architecture in comparison to the Appellants initial proposal and, in context,
is generally consistent with the Town of Hillsborough’s Residential Design Guidelines. The City
Council made clear in its deliberations that this determination is not to be construed as a precedent
or guidance for the Town’s review or decision making of any other matters, and that each
application will continue to be independently reviewed on the facts and record presented at the
time. As a result, the City Council directed staff to return to the next City Council meeting with a
resolution to grant the appeal, including appropriate findings, consistent with City Council direction.
FISCAL IMPACT: There is no fiscal impact associated with the appeal.
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES: The project is exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act
pursuant to Section 15303 of the California Code of Regulations.
ATTACHMENTS: Resolution and Exhibit
(Additional materials may be found at https://www.hillsborough.net/AgendaCenter/City-Council-3)
PREPARED BY: Elizabeth Cullinan, Director of Building and Planning
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RECOMMENDATION: Adopt the resolution granting the appeal, in part, of the ADRB January 29,
2019 conditional approval of revisions to a new two story Mediterranean style residence and
associated improvements at 1425 Carlton Road.

RESOLUTION NO. 19-

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF HILLSBOROUGH
GRANTING THE APPEAL, IN PART, OF THE ARCHITECTURE AND DESIGN
REVIEW BOARD (ADRB) JANUARY 29, 2019 CONDITIONAL APPROVAL OF
REVISIONS TO A NEW TWO STORY MEDITERRANEAN STYLE RESIDENCE
AND ASSOCIATED IMPROVEMENTS AT 1425 CARLTON ROAD

WHEREAS, after Appellants (Mr. Poriya Dokhanchi and Ms. Mana Jamali)
presentations, public hearing and deliberation, the proposal for a new
residence at 1425 Carlton Road received ADRB approval on June 1,
2015. The bases for the June 1, 2015 ADRB approval included
heightened consideration of sensitivity to neighboring view and massing
impacts, the palette of high quality materials, and authenticity of
architectural details; and
WHEREAS, on May 11, 2018, a “Stop Work Order” was issued by the Town for not
constructing the project consistently with the ADRB approved plans; and
WHEREAS, on September 4, 2018, the Appellants applied for retroactive approval of
the inconsistencies; and
WHEREAS, on October 1, 2018, the ADRB received a presentation from Appellant
Dokhanchi and the project architect, reviewed the proposed revisions and
continued consideration of the item to a future meeting date, providing
guidance that the Appellants restore the project as close to the originally
approved design as possible and provided suggestions for roofing
alternatives. At the October 1, 2018 meeting the ADRB provided
suggestions to the Appellants to assist them in selecting the most
authentic design, whether it be traditional or transitional Mediterranean;
and
WHEREAS, on January 29, 2019, after Appellant presentations, public hearing and
deliberation, the ADRB approved the architectural plans and as-built
changes on the condition that the project be revised to be consistent with
the original ADRB approval of June 1, 2015, with the exception of the
revisions to the chimney and chimney cap, window/door sizes, and the
landscape plan. The result of the January 29, 2019 ADRB determination
was approval of five of the eleven key design revisions proposed; and
WHEREAS, the ADRB’s primary basis for their decision on January 29, 2019, was
related to architectural inconsistency and lack of authenticity with either
the traditional or transitional Mediterranean architectural style.
Architectural authenticity and consistency are principles of the Town’s
Design Guidelines (Chapter 2(A), 2(B), and Chapter 3(A); and
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WHEREAS, on February 11, 2019, Appellants submitted an appeal of the ADRB’s
approval of the project based on a procedural claim that the decision was
an abuse of discretion and marred by a conflict of interest. Additionally,
the Appellants appealed the ADRB’s lack of approval of the (1) proposed
roofing, (2) balcony enclosure, (3) building color, (4) window trim and (5)
eave bracket changes; and
WHEREAS, on May 13, 2019, the City Council conducted a hearing de novo on the
appeal, which included consideration of eleven key revisions to the
originally approved design; and
WHEREAS, the City Attorney determined that there was no conflict of interest in the
ADRB review, and that meaningful presentation opportunity by the
Appellants and staff, as well as deliberation by the ADRB, occurred; and
WHEREAS, on May 13, 2019, at the City Council hearing, the Appellants indicated
concurrence with and agreement to each of the approvals and
disapprovals by the ADRB, with the exception of the roofing material,
noted by staff at the January 29, 2019 ADRB meeting and presented as
Attachment 19 at the May 13, 2019 City Council meeting; and
WHEREAS, the City Council indicated that with the agreed upon changes to color, the
reinstatement of columns, the simplification of the window trim and
balconies, the elimination of the irregularly spaced and oversized eave
brackets, and the revisions to lighting as indicated in Exhibit A attached,
the project achieves greater authenticity and consistency with the
Mediterranean style of architecture consistent with the Town of
Hillsborough’s Residential Design Guidelines; and
WHEREAS, the City Council indicated that the roofing included an appropriate range of
colors, and that the landscaping and fencing complemented the residence;
and
WHEREAS, the City Council noted that this determination does not set a precedent;
should not be construed to establish any new or broad policy nor
considered applicable to any fact or circumstance other than that
presented in this particular appeal; that this determination was based on
specifically identified factors presented to the City Council on the appeal;
that each project shall continue to be independently reviewed and
evaluated based on its own specific qualifying factors, on a site and
project specific basis such that project lot size, topography, neighborhood
context, style, and visibility, among all other relevant factors, are
considered in decision making; and
WHEREAS, the City Council noted that construction without required Town approvals
is not acceptable nor condoned and that, notwithstanding any proceedings
relating to this appeal or the decision articulated in this Resolution, all
construction done without, or inconsistent with, required Town approvals is
undertaken entirely at a property owner’s sole risk, including without
2

limitation, penalties, without any reasonable expectation that such work
thereafter may be approved, and that any such work may be subject to
appropriate enforcement actions; and
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the Town of
Hillsborough in regular session assembled on May 20, 2019, based on the evidence
presented, both written and oral, including the application, appeal and supporting
documentation, and written and oral testimony given at hearings by the lead agency,
Town officials and the public, hereby grants the appeal in part and approves and
disapproves the architectural plans and as-built changes on the conditions outlined in
Exhibit A of this Resolution based on the following findings and for the following reasons:
1. The designation of an architectural style requires total commitment to that style in
the design of all components of the residence. Even in the case in which an
architect develops a unique style or a composite of established styles, a consistent
application of the rules and logic for the building design should be clearly and
invariably evident. (Chapter 2(A) – Historical Accuracy):
With the agreed upon changes to color, the reinstatement of columns, the
simplification of the window trim and balconies, the elimination of the irregularly
spaced and oversized eave brackets, and the revisions to lighting as indicated in
Exhibit A attached, the project achieves greater authenticity and consistency with
the Mediterranean style of architecture consistent with the Town of Hillsborough’s
Residential Design Guidelines.
2. An architecture style based on an authentic source is preferred for new residences
in Hillsborough. (Chapter 3(A) – Architectural Styles):
With the agreed upon changes to color, the reinstatement of columns, the
simplification of the window trim and balconies, the elimination of the irregularly
spaced and oversized eave brackets, and the revisions to lighting as indicated in
Exhibit A attached, the project achieves greater authenticity and consistency with the
Mediterranean style of architecture consistent with the Town of Hillsborough’s
Residential Design Guidelines.
3. Building materials should not be individual components of a building but should
instead fit into the larger design palette consistent with the style. Physical properties
of the materials, such as texture, color and weight, should maintain an aesthetic and
stylistic relationship to each other and the architectural design style of the building.
(Chapter 6(C) – Appropriate Palette):
With the elimination of the irregularly spaced and oversized eave brackets, the
project achieves greater authenticity and consistency with the Transitional
Mediterranean style of architecture.
4. Building materials and the embodiment of their physical properties and
characteristics are important components in the delineation of an architectural style.
The specified building materials or architectural finishes should be appropriate to the
architectural style of the residence. (Chapter 6(D) – Materials and Finishes):
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With the removal of the ornate wrought iron elements of the glass balcony
enclosures, the project achieves greater authenticity and consistency with the
Transitional Mediterranean style of architecture.
5. The fastening of façade components and the connections of adjacent materials
should be appropriately scaled and of a proportional strength to the materials being
attached. (Chapter 6(E) – Detailing):
With the elimination of the irregularly spaced and oversized eave brackets the
project achieves greater authenticity and consistency with the Transitional
Mediterranean style of architecture.
6. The specified building materials or architectural finishes should be appropriate to the
architectural style of the residence. (Chapter 6(D) – Quality of Materials):
The range of color and clay material of the proposed roofing embody characteristics
of Mediterranean style architecture.
7. The RDGs state that the appropriate use of color can make a strong contribution to
the quality and richness of a building. (Chapter 6(F)(1) – Building Color):
The proposed exterior paint change to a warmer color as indicated in Exhibit A
reduces mass and visual impacts, and allows the residence to better blend with the
site and landscape.
8. The specified roofing material should be appropriate for the architectural style of the
building and of a quality that is typical of Hillsborough buildings. (Chapter 8(C) –
Roof Material):
The range of color and clay material of the proposed roofing embody characteristics
of Mediterranean style architecture.
IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED that all modifications required by Exhibit A be
incorporated into revised plans and reviewed by staff to be verified to be consistent with
the findings herein prior to implementation and final inspection and approval of the
residential structure.

Mayor of the Town of Hillsborough
Attest: City Clerk
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This resolution was adopted by the City Council of the Town of Hillsborough at its
regular meeting held on the 20th day of May 2019, by the following vote of the members
thereof:
AYES:

Councilmembers

NOES:

Councilmembers

ABSENT:

Councilmembers

ABSTAIN:

Councilmembers

____________________________________

______
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EXHIBIT A
1425 Carlton Avenue – Summary of Approval
Primary architectural changes
City Council Direction
1. One-piece “S” tile roof
Appellants’ request approved
2. Window Trim (from wood to Appellants’ request denied
stucco)

6. Exterior Lighting

Appellants’ request denied
Appellants’ request denied
Appellants’ request conditionally
approved
Appellants’ request denied

7. Elimination of columns
8. Chimney and Chimney Cap

Appellants’ request denied
Appellants’ request approved

9. Windows at Rear

Appellants’ request approved

3. Eave Brackets
4. Exterior Paint Color
5. Glass balcony enclosures

10. Windows on front, left and right Appellants’ request approved
elevations

11. Landscape Plans
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Appellants’ request approved

Final Determination
Carmel Blend by US Tile
Simplify and reduce trim to be consistent with
Transitional style and inspiration photos, to the
satisfaction of Planning Division Staff
Remove eave brackets
Shall be painted in AF-45 “Collector’s Item”
Decorative wrought iron to be eliminated
Revise to be consistent with architectural Style and
original Architecture and Design Review Board
(ADRB) condition of approval to limit lighting spillover
to adjacent properties
Install originally approved columns at the front entry
Modifications demonstrated in plans submitted
December 10, 2019 and approved by the ADRB
Modifications to windows and doors as outlined in the
January 29, 2019 Staff Memorandum to the ADRB
and approved by the ADRB.
Modifications to windows as outlined in the January
29, 2019 Staff Memorandum to the ADRB and
approved by the ADRB
Modifications to the landscape plan as outlined in the
January 29, 2019 Staff Memorandum to the ADRB
and approved by the ADRB

