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REVISED AGENDA

JANUARY 11, 2022
10:00 am
CITIZENS COMMUNICATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE
The meeting will be conducted virtually pursuant to the provisions of Assembly Bill 361 and Government Code Section
54953(e) (and without compliance with section 54953(b)(3)) related to conducting public meetings during the COVID-19
pandemic and the Center for Disease Control’s social distancing guidelines which discourage large public gatherings. The
Council Chambers will not be open to the public for this Town of Hillsborough Citizens Communication Advisory Committee
meeting.
The Town of Hillsborough will be conducting the Citizens Communication Advisory Committee meeting via Zoom which is
an independent platform not owned or controlled by the Town. Any member of the public joining the Citizens Communication
Advisory Committee meeting by Zoom should familiarize themselves with Zoom’s various data and privacy policies which
can be found at Zoom.us.
Members of the public may view and participate in the meeting by logging on to the Zoom meeting listed below.
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/87095948853?pwd=SDZyYVo1QmlOT2RZQ3lWcjVDVjRTQT09
Meeting ID: 870 9594 8853
Passcode: 672459
Dial by your location
+1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose)
+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)
+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)
+1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC)
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
+1 646 558 8656 US (New York)
Find your local number: https://us06web.zoom.us/u/khK0XoG2v
Members of the public may provide public comments via the Zoom platform by using the “raise hand” feature or, if calling in
by phone, by pressing *9 on the telephone keypad. If a member of the public wants to provide public comment on an item
or a non-agenda item during the general public comment portion of the meeting, they shall request to speak by using the
“raise hand” feature on Zoom or, if calling in by phone, by pressing *9 on the telephone keypad prior to the close of the
public comment period. In response, the Town will unmute the speaker and allow them to speak up to three minutes. All
members of the public will be limited to one comment per agenda item. The Town encourages all members of the public to
limit any comments that might be repetitive of comments provided by other speakers on the same item.

I.

CALL TO ORDER

II.

ROLL CALL

III.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
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IV.

MINUTES: December 14, 2021

V.

PRESENTATION: Town Council Update

VI.

PUBLIC COMMENT I:

This portion of the meeting is reserved for persons wishing to address the Citizens Communication Advisory Committee on
any matter not on the agenda. Members of the public may provide comments via the Zoom platform by using the “raise hand”
feature or, if calling in by phone, by pressing *9 on the telephone keypad. In response, the Town will unmute the speaker and
allow them to speak on any topic for up to three minutes. If there appears to be a large number of speakers, speaking time
may be reduced to no less than 2 minutes, at the discretion of the Chair. Members of the public are limited to one comment at
this time. State law prohibits the Citizens Communication Advisory Committee from discussing or acting on non-agenda items,
and generally limits the ability of the Citizens Communication Advisory Committee to respond to any public comments made
regarding non-agenda items.

VII.

NEW BUSINESS:
1.

VIII.

E-Announcement Topics

DISCUSSION:
2.

Staff Updates

3.

2022 Q1 Newsletter Article Review

IX.

PUBLIC COMMENT II:

X.

ADJOURNMENT

This portion of the meeting is reserved for persons wishing to address the Citizens Communication Advisory Committee on
any matter not on the agenda. Members of the public may provide comments via the Zoom platform by using the “raise hand”
feature or, if calling in by phone, by pressing *9 on the telephone keypad. In response, the Town will unmute the speaker and
allow them to speak on any topic for up to three minutes. If there appears to be a large number of speakers, speaking time
may be reduced to no less than 2 minutes, at the discretion of the Chair. Members of the public are limited to one comment at
this time. State law prohibits the Citizens Communication Advisory Committee from discussing or acting on non-agenda items,
and generally limits the ability of the Citizens Communication Advisory Committee to respond to any public comments made
regarding non-agenda items.

SPECIAL ACCOMMODATIONS:

If you need a disability-related modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, to participate in the Citizens
Communication Advisory Committee meeting, or if you need an agenda in an alternate form, please contact the City Clerk at 375-7412
at least 24 hours before the scheduled Citizens Communication Advisory Committee meeting.

ATTACHMENTS: Draft Town Newsletter Articles

Any items listed as “Attachments” to the agenda are available on the Town’s website or at the City Clerk’s office.
Any writings or documents provided to a majority of the Citizens Communication Advisory Committee regarding any item on this agenda,
except as exempt from public disclosure under applicable law, will be made available for public inspection in the City Clerk’s Office located
at 1600 Floribunda Avenue, Hillsborough, CA 94010, during normal business hours.

AUDIO / VISUAL ADVISORY:
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Those persons who wish to use PowerPoint or other mediums when presenting to the Citizens Communication Advisory Committee will
be required to submit media items to the City Clerk by 12:00 p.m. on the day of the meeting. Media items can be emailed to
lnatusch@hillsborough.net.

AUDIO OR VIDEO RECORDINGS:

Please be advised that under the Brown Act, any person has the right to record the Citizens Communication Advisory Committee meeting,
including the audience in attendance, using an audio or video recording device subject to certain exceptions. Please be aware that by
attending a Citizens Communication Advisory Committee meeting, you may be audio or video recorded.

Town of Hillsborough Newsletter 2022,
Quarter 1 Draft Articles
Draft: January 6, 2022
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Housing Element Update
What is a Housing Element?
A Housing Element is one of the seven mandatory elements required by the State of California
in a General Plan (a blueprint for development and conservation). A Housing Element is
updated every eight years, and to be certified by the State, must be reviewed and approved by
local decisionmakers and the California Department of Housing and Community Development
(HCD). A Housing Element contains goals, policies, and strategies for meeting the Regional
Housing Needs Allocation (RHNA). RHNA is assigned by the State by region. Regional
governments (for Hillsborough this is the Association of Bay Area Governments, or ABAG) then
assign RHNA allocations to individual municipalities.

Hillsborough current Housing Element (Cycle 5) covers 2014-2022, and the Town’s RHNA
allocation is 91 units (the Town’s portion of the RHNA of 187,990 units assigned to the nine
Bay Area counties). This allocation is further specified by distribution of income level. The
breakdown for the Town’s 91 units is: 32 very low income, 17 low income, 21 moderate income,
and 21 above moderate income. The Town’s State-certified Housing Element recognizes
Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs) as the Town’s affordable units – according to a formula which
was State approved. The affordability formula approved by HCD for the Cycle 5 Housing
Element is as follows: 60% extremely low, 10% very low, 15% low, 10% moderate, and 5% above
moderate (with no required use/rental amount disclosure required). The Town has exceeded
its Cycle 5 RHNA target. In 2021, 63 ADU applications were received with 48
applications approved.
Moving Forward – Cycle 6 Housing Element
For Cycle 6 (2023-31), the Bay Area has been assigned 441,176 units (a 2.3 times increase from
Cycle 5). San Mateo County has been assigned 47,687 units; of which, Hillsborough’s final draft
allocation is 554 units. Although 554 units is more than six times the Cycle 5 allocation, it
presents only 1.1% of the County allocation. The assigned 554 units are further broken down by
income level in a manner similar to previous cycles: 153 very low income, 88 low income, 87
moderate income, and 223 above moderate income.
Under the final RHNA allocations, the Town of Colma was allocated the County’s lowest
assignment (202 units) and the City of San Mateo the highest (7,015 unit). Of communities that
are most similar to Hillsborough in population and topography, Portola Valley was assigned 253
units, Atherton 347 units, and Woodside 328 units. If you compare Woodside and Portola
Valley’s numbers, the assignment is proportional to land area, i.e., Portola Valley is 9 square
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miles (with a population of approximately 4,600), and Woodside is 11.5 square miles (with a
population of approximately 5,500).
Looking ahead, the Town will need to include and implement additional policies and strategies
to meet the 554-unit allocation for 2023-31. An important clarification is that although a
Housing Element plans for housing; it does not build housing. The Town’s role is to create
sufficient opportunity to achieve the RHNA goal. The Cycle 6 Updated Housing Element is due
to the State in January 2023.
Accessory Dwelling Unit Production
The Town of Hillsborough relies on ADUs for affordable housing units. The Town’s ADU
Ordinance was recently updated in December 2021, to respond to new legislation. The State law
allows all lots to have, by right, (1) 800 sf ADU, and (1) Junior ADU (i.e., a max. 500 sf ADU,
which is a part of the main house and easy to incorporate, e.g., no fire wall required); and
reduced setbacks (4-foot side and rear). Consistent with State law, the Town of Hillsborough
updated the maximum size for ADUs to allow a studio or one-bedroom ADU up to 850 square
feet and an ADU with two bedrooms or more up to 1,000 sq. ft., pending the maximum
allowable floor area ratio available for the lot.
State Legislation
Senate Bill 9, Atkins (SB9) requires local jurisdictions to ministerially approve certain
subdivisions of single-family residential lots into two, without discretionary review or a hearing,
and construction of up to two residential units that are equal to or less than 800 square feet each
on all single-family residential lots, whether the lot has been divided or not.
SB9 applies to all single-family residential lots, with ministerial (staff level) approval only, and
no environmental (CEQA) review. There are limited exclusions for lots that are environmentally
sensitive areas, identified for conservation, a hazardous waste site, etc. as outlined in
Government Code Section 65913.4(a)(6)(B) through (K).
On September 16, 2021, Governor Gavin Newson signed SB 9, which went into effect on January
1, 2022. The Town of Hillsborough responded to this new legislation by adopting an urgency
ordinance amending the municipal code to address SB9 through objective standards that will
allow staff to impose objective standards on eligible SB9 projects and enhance compatibility of
new development with the character of the community. On December 13, 2021, the City Council
adopted an urgency ordinance to address SB9. The urgency ordinance went into effect
immediately upon adoption by unanimous vote of the City Council. At the same meeting, the
City Council introduced and waived further reading of a regular ordinance to address SB9. The
regular ordinance would become effective 30 days after adoption, which is on the agenda for the
January 10, 2022 City Council Meeting.
How Can I Get Involved?
The Town has appointed an Ad Hoc Housing Element Advisory Committee (HEAC). The HEAC
is comprised of community members to represent the diversity of the Town. The HEAC will
meet monthly through late 2022, and meetings will typically be one to two hours. These
meetings will be open to the public. There will be various community meetings throughout the
process that HEAC members will be encouraged to attend. The Town anticipates beginning
community discussions in Spring of 2022.
Updates will be provided on the project website at www.hillsborough.net/HousingUpdate and
notice of Town meetings will be posted on Town bulletin boards, on the online Town calendar,
and sent out in the Town's e-announcements and newsletter. You can also sign up for
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notifications related to the process here: https://www.hillsborough.net/list.aspx. For additional
inquires or comments, please send an email to generalplan@hillsborough.net.
[Add photo from first HEAC meeting]
[Add logo from HL]
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Trees in Town – Ordinance Updates and Tree Care Tips
On October 11, 2021, City Council provided direction to staff to update relevant Town
ordinances related to tree protection and removal. Town staff is working with a consultant to
engage the community in conversations and to make revisions to the ordinances. Any proposed
revisions will be shared with the community as well as presented to the City Council. In the
meantime, this issue contains valuable information on tree maintenance and best practices in
Town.
Keeping Trees Healthy During a Drought
Trees are vital parts of our community here in
Hillsborough. They create the air we breathe, help
protect water quality, create shady gathering places for
humans and wildlife, and can even add value to our
homes by keeping them cooler in the summer and by
adding year-round curb appeal. All that trees ask for in
return is a bit of water.
During drought periods in California, please remember
to water your landscape trees, even though other parts
of your yard may go brown or dry during periods of
water conservation. Many trees growing in lawns have
shallow roots due to typical lawn watering schedules.
When irrigation is reduced or stopped altogether, trees can quickly become stressed or die. Most
trees benefit from deep, infrequent watering provided by drip irrigation or soaker hoses, or a
graywater system. Apply a few inches of mulch to help retain moisture but be sure to keep it at
least 6″ away from the trunk of the tree
Plan to deep water your trees every one to two weeks in the summer months. Watering in the
morning or evening is always better to allow the water to percolate into the root zone while
temperatures are cooler. Larger trees may require far more water than small younger trees, but
all trees prefer a long slow drink of at least 10-20 gallons on average per irrigation cycle.
Drought-resistant trees, including many California natives, may need far less water during
summer drought periods than other ornamental species. Consult your local arborist or nursery
professional if you need advice about the trees in your landscape.
The Bay Area Water Supply and Conservation Agency offers free classes and events related to
tree and landscape care during a drought. Visit their website for more information:
https://bawsca.org/conserve/programs/events
Know Your Oak
Oak trees play a critical role in sustaining our
ecosystems. One major role played by California
native oaks is the provision of valuable functions
for wildlife. According to scientists, in a single
year, an oak tree can provide habitat for over 300
species of vertebrae wildlife, 370 fungal species,
and almost 5,000 insect species.
In addition to benefitting soil and animals, people
benefit greatly from California’s native oaks. Oak
landscapes contribute to biodiversity and ecological resilience, providing shade and carbon
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storage to enhance the capacity of our community to adapt to climate change. People love to
enjoy the shade of large, healthy oaks in addition to the benefits of cleaner air and beautiful
surroundings. Large oak trees are relatively rare and particularly important as they provide
economic, social, and environmental benefits.
How to Care for Your Oak
In order to keep your trees healthy, seek advice from a qualified arborist on proper maintenance
and protective measures. This article contains some basic instructions on how to care for your
oak trees courtesy of the nonprofit Canopy.
1. Remove competing plants - The area within 10 feet of the trunk of a native oak should
remain undisturbed and clear of any vegetation. Competing plants such as lawns and ivy can
trap moisture around the root crown, creating the perfect environment for fungus.
2. Water properly - Mature native oaks—Valley Oak, Coast Live Oak, and Blue Oak—do not
require and do not tolerate irrigation in the dry months. Ideally no irrigation should
be applied during the dry summer months to the area extending from the base of the trunk
out to the tree’s drip line.
3. Natural fertilization is best – The California Oaks Foundation explains that mature oaks
need little or no fertilization. The leaves that fall from the oak should be allowed to remain
under the tree, where they eventually break down and supply nutrients. However, if those
leaves are removed, “light fertilization may be appropriate in landscaped situations to
replace nutrients” that would have been provided by the leaf litter. Note that fertilization
should only be done if the growth of the tree is poor and only in late winter or early spring.
4. Pruning with a certified arborist – Any necessary pruning should be performed by an
ISA-certified arborist during the winter dormant period for deciduous species or during July
and August for evergreen species.
5. Have your tree evaluated for root crown infection - According to the California Oaks
Foundation, “when an oak tree shows yellowing leaves, one thinks it lacks nutrients.
Generally, this is not the case. More likely, the tree is suffering from root or crown fungus.”
Best Practices for Protecting Trees
Use a Qualified Vendor - The Town maintains a list of qualified tree removal and
maintenance companies and individuals that have the licenses and experience to safely remove
and maintain trees in the Town of Hillsborough.
Refer to Recommended Tree List – The Town maintains a preferred tree-list. This list was
developed in coordination with the Hillsborough Beautification Foundation to help residents
choose trees that are beautiful, appropriate for planting in the streetscape area and that will
remain healthy in our local climate.
These materials are available at https://www.hillsborough.net/248/Informational-Materials
Neighbor Noticing - The Town strongly encourages you to discuss any tree removals or
substantial trimming projects with the surrounding neighbors at an early stage to address any
issues early on in the process. It is encouraged to conduct outreach to neighbors that may be
impacted visually. This public outreach should occur prior to scheduling the work and
incorporate “good neighbor” solutions into the process whenever possible.
Frequently Asked Questions About Tree Removal and Maintenance
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Do I Need a Permit to Cut Down a Tree?
In some cases, yes. There are different
procedures for tree removal, depending on the
circumstance. If a tree is an immediate hazard,
the tree removal request is given a top priority.
View the Town’s tree removal guidelines, or call
(650) 375-7411 for more information.
Who do I call if I am concerned that a
neighbor might be cutting down a tree
without a permit?
During business hours, call the Building
Department at (650) 375-7411 with the neighbor's address. The staff can see if a tree removal
permit has been issued or can send an inspector out to see if the tree removal is authorized.
After regular business hours or on weekends, call the Police Department at (650) 375-7470.
What can I do about trees blocking my view?
The Town does not have an ordinance protecting views or that requires anyone to trim or
remove a tree to preserve a view. Residents are advised to contact the owner of the tree to
determine if trimming or removal is possible.
If the tree of concern is town-owned, please contact the Public Works Department. Generally,
the town will not allow the trimming or removal of trees in the town's open space areas.
Who is responsible for trimming street trees?
Generally, residents are responsible for trimming trees along the frontage of their properties.
The town maintains trees on public properties.
What can I do about tree limbs in the street?
Please contact Public Works at (650) 375-7444 during business hours, or the Police
Department at (650) 375-7470 after hours.
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Town Events
HNN Neighborfest
Hillsborough Neighborhood Network (HNN)
held its annual Neighborfest Event on October
23 at North School. The event included
stations featuring emergency preparedness
information and tools, such as:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Hillsborough Police Department (HPD)
Central County Fire Department
(CCFD)
Zonehaven
Hillsborough Firewise
CPR/AED Training
CERT Training
San Mateo County Mosquito and
Vector Control

For more information on how to get involved in the Hillsborough Neighborhood Network, visit
www.hillsborough.net/HNN
HBF Veterans Day
On Veterans Day, the Town honored all current and
former members of the Armed Services. The event
honored former Mayor Jay Benton, who spoke about
how his service in the Navy influenced his career in
public service. The Hillsborough Police Department is
honored to have five Veterans and one Reserve
serving in the Hillsborough community. Thanks to all
for your service!

HBF Light Up the Town
Thanks to all who participated in Hillsborough
Beautification Foundation's Annual Light Up the Town
event at Town Hall. The event included holiday trees,
songs, and lots of hot chocolate! For more information on
Hillsborough Beautification Foundation, please visit
https://www.hillsboroughbeautificationfoundation.org/
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Cause for Applause
Cause for Applause is an opportunity to celebrate what goes on “behind the scenes.” There is a
lot that goes on in Town that benefits the entire community and is worthy of a special ‘shout
out.’ This is an informal way to acknowledge and thank the outstanding volunteers and staff. It
is not inclusive of all the great things that occur in Town, or all the people who contribute to
those achievements, but it is an attempt to better recognize some of them.
Thank You To…
Hillsborough’s Firewise USA group for their
continuous efforts to promote wildfire safety in Town.
This year, the group organized two chipper days to
support vegetation management and the creation of
defensible space. The group partnered with FIRE SAFE
San Mateo County to bring a chipping machine to chip
cuttings in high-fire risk areas of Town.

Charlotte Murdoff’s Celebration of Life
Volunteers who made the event possible. There
were many people who contributed their time to
making this day special, below is a list of their names:

Jane Donahue
Racky Friedman
Mairin, Kevin, Tynan and Seamus
Macaluso
Kelly Scandalios
Krista and Matthew Schweinberg
Claire Wolfenden
Bella Esquerra
Olivia Bellamy
Kari Castiglione
Lily and Jack Castiglione
Joan Bauer
Pam Fitzgerald
Ann Graham
Julie Gruber
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Kelly McGovern
Shaun McKall
Claudia Renert
Morgan and Carrie Rice
Marci Riley
Darlene Savage
Ken, Schyler, Whitaker and Tucker
Tollman
Christina Ip Toma
Jen Ullyot
Sheila Druskin
Sean and Lisa Macnew
John and Claire Sheehan
Mike and Patrice Wilbur
Suzy Lester

JR Andrews
Erin Aliaga
Cameron Hecht
Greg and Gina Gambrioli
Heidi Lancaster
Alicia Isero
Hope Pilch
Jean Scheible
Julie and Charlie Ledbetter
Julie Veit
Kate Gerwe
Meghan Dioli
Jackson Giovara
Teddy Dobos
Alex Caban
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Debbie Icardi
Liz Kahn
Amy and Brad Koch
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Alexis Schmidt
John Hecht
Peter and Kim Hooker
Bobby Berliner

Connor Bottoms
Jill Hetherington
Seamus Gilmartin
Will Mendell
Hillsborough Town Staff – Public
Works, Hillsborough Police
Department, City Manager’s
Office
Hillsborough City School District
City of Burlingame Town Staff
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Town Progress on American Rescue Plan Funds
On August 9, 2021, the City Council approved a resolution regarding the receipt and use of the
Coronavirus State and Local Fiscal Recovery Funds from the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA)
of 2021. The Town of Hillsborough was awarded approximately $2.7 million. The funds are
distributed in two equal installments, with the first allocation received July 13, 2021, and the
final installment set for June 2022. All funds must be obligated by December 31, 2024 and spent
by the end of calendar year 206 to comply with federal requirements.

The Council directed staff to prepare a dashboard to track progress and regularly report on
progress. On December 13, 2021, Town staff presented the ARPA Dashboard and spending
progress. As of December 2021, the Town had spent $172,803 or 6% of the total funding. Most
of that spending ($133,170) was spent on water and sewer infrastructure projects with the rest
split between building modifications to allow for social distancing, additional cleaning, and
personal protective equipment to prevent the spread of Covid-19, and technology upgrades to
City Council Chambers to allow for virtual meeting functionality. As additional progress is made,
the Town will continue to update the dashboard and provide updates to the City Council. View
the dashboard on the website here: https://www.hillsborough.net/601/ARPA-Dashboard
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The Town Receives Distinguished Budget Presentation
Award
The Town just received the Distinguished Budget
Award for the FY 2021-2022 Budget from GFOA
(Government Finance Officers Association).
Additionally, the document is also received recognition
for the addition of “Special Performance Measures”
Government Finance Officers Association of the
United States and Canada (GFOA) presented a
Distinguished Budget Presentation Award to Town of
Hillsborough, California, for its Annual Budget for the
fiscal year beginning July 1, 2021. To receive this
award, a governmental unit must publish a budget
document that meets program criteria as a policy
document, as a financial plan, as an operations guide,
and as a communications device.
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CCFD Toy Drive – Thank You Captain Barhona!
Thank you to the residents and community members
who donated to the Central County Fire Department
(CCFD) Toy Drive. 325 barrels of toys, $1,185 in
monetary donations, and $125 in Target Gift
Cards were collected during the holidays. The toys
and donations were distributed to various charitable
organizations across San Mateo County:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

receiving the Jefferson Award!

49ers Toy Drive (Redwood City)
Calvary Congregational Church (San Carlos)
CHP RDWC Branch (Redwood City)
Eternal Life Church (Menlo Park)
Good Tidings (Burlingame)
Home & Hope (Burlingame)
Imaginasian (Daly City)
Macedonia Church (San Mateo)
Moms Against Poverty (Burlingame)
Samaritan House (San Mateo)

Congratulations to Captain Barahona on

Barhona took over the department’s toy drive 17 years ago and since then it’s tripled from 100
barrels of toys per year to an average of 350 barrels!
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New Town Employees
Name: Nicole H. De Lancie
Title: Permit Technician
Department: Building & Planning
Started with the Town: November 2021
What You Like Most About Working for the Town of
Hillsborough: The Small-Town feel amid our busy and dense
Bay Area. Residents and Staff alike have been exceptionally
welcoming. Regarding our department’s work in particular, it is a
great honor to be a part of the high-quality architectural,
building, and landscaping projects our beautiful and historical
jurisdiction is known for. I look forward to being involved in the
future community development of the Town.
Favorite Hobbies: Collecting lichen and moss covered sticks
while hiking; and collecting shells when walking the beach (especially the secluded strip
between our own Pomponio & Pescadero State Beaches).
Name: Gloria Adame
Title: Part-Time Clerk
Department: Building & Planning
Started with the Town: November 2021
What You Like Most About Working for the Town of
Hillsborough: The staff is knowledgeable, professional but also
very welcoming.
Favorite Hobbies: Hiking, Tech Stuff, Traveling.
Name: Jennifer Giles
Title: Management Assistant
Department: Public Works
Started with the Town: August 2021
What You Like Most About Working for
the Town of Hillsborough: Being able to use
my compliance and process and procedure skills
to better assist the Town and Public Works.
Favorite Hobbies: Hiking, biking, Stand Up Paddle Boarding, Spending time with friends.
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Name: Erin Dobson
Title: Office Assistant
Department: Public Works
Started with the Town: October 2021
What You Like Most About Working for
the Town of Hillsborough: The amazing
level of customer service provided by the entire
town staff.
Favorite Hobbies: Watercolor painting,
knitting, DIY crafts, and visiting with my 103year-old grandmother whenever I can.
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Town Briefs – Town Monthly Update
Below are some notable items and presentations that went before the City Council from
November to January 2021. Complete City Council agendas, minutes and videos can be viewed
on the Town’s Agenda Center at www.hillsborough.net/agendacenter.
Policy & Governance
•
•
•

Adopted the Town of Hillsborough’s 2022 Legislative Platform
Re-appointed Mayor Al Royse and Vice Mayor Christine Krolik for one-year terms
Appointed members to the Administrative Hearing Panel, Architecture & Design Review
Board, Citizen Communications Advisory Committee, and Financial Advisory Committee
for terms January 1, 2022 through December 31, 2024

Housing and Land Use
•
•
•

Adopted an ordinance amending the Town’s Accessory Dwelling Unit and Junior
Accessory Dwelling Units ordinance
Adopted an ordinance amending the maximum size of attached or detached accessory
dwelling units allowed under a planning permit and separate conveyances pursuant to
AB 345
Adopted an urgency ordinance to establish objective criteria related to urban lot splits
and two-unit and second unit projects to implement Senate Bill 9

Public Works and Infrastructure
•
•

Directed staff to conduct a Request for Proposals for design consulting services to
develop schematic design options for the reconfiguration of the Town Hall campus
(housing, government services, police station, and community meeting space)
Received an informational update on the drought conditions

Finance
•
•
•

Adopted an ordinance to modify the solid waste rate charges effective January 2022
Received an informational update related to the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds
for the Town of Hillsborough
Received an update on the implementation of Tyler Technologies, Inc. for the Munis
Enterprise Resources Planning (ERP) financial system

Public Safety and Fire Prevention
•
•
•

Received an update on the conceptual design of the Highline Water Pipeline Project
Received a report from Fire Chief Bruce Barron
Approved resolution adopting the San Mateo County Multijurisdictional Local Hazard
Mitigation Plan

Sustainability
•
•
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Adopted an ordinance amending ordinance related to Garbage, Recyclables, and Organic
Waste Collection to comply with SB 1383 requirements
Approved response letter to the August 11, 2021 San Mateo County Grand Jury Report
“San Mateo County: California’s Ground Zero for Sea Level Rise”
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Fire Blotter
Spring Cleaning Fire Tip
As we leave the winter season behind us, you may think about beginning your spring cleaning
early. After washing and drying cold weather items such as thick warm blankets and heavy
sweaters, remember to clean out your dryer’s lint trap. The leading cause of clothes dryer
related fires is a failure to keep the lint trap clean and free of lint but scooping out lint after each
use is easy and quick to do. In addition to your dryer’s lint trap, the National Fire Protection
Association (NFPA) recommends cleaning out the dryer’s vent pipe at least once a year to
remove any collected lint. So don’t forget to add this to your spring-cleaning to-do list.
Smoke Alarms and Carbon Monoxide Detectors
Smoke alarms are a preventative way to alert you to a problem within your home.
Approximately 3 out of 5 fire deaths happen in homes with no or non-operational smoke alarms.
Quick tips about smoke alarms:
-

Test all alarms monthly to make sure all are working
Replace the batteries twice a year if they do not hold the 10-year life battery
Replace smoke alarms if they are over 10 years old
In case of a fire, have an outside meeting place where your family will meet after
evacuating your home
Install alarms on every level of your home, inside each bedroom and hallways outside
your bedrooms
Install alarms either on your ceiling or high on a wall, based on the manufacturer’s
instructions

***If you have vision or hearing loss there are ways to alert you such as fire alarm strobe lights,
vibration notification appliances, and mixed pitch audible alarms.
Carbon monoxide alarms detect unburned gases that may leak from gas burning appliances and
should be placed in the hallway near your bedrooms but not too close to appliances such as a
furnace or water heater. Carbon monoxide alarms should be tested once a month and have their
batteries replaced every year.
Please visit CCFD’s website, www.ccfd.org, for additional information, helpful tips, and activities
your family can do together.
Notable Calls
Several CCFD fire engine crews responded on a full assignment to a residence on McCreery
Drive to a report of smoke inside the home. Upon arrival, firefighters saw smoke showing from
both corners of the garage and ensured the residents were moved safely away from the home.
Firefighters made entry into the garage which was filled with smoke and found the residents’ car
on fire. After the fire was extinguished, the car was removed from the garage, firefighters aired
out the garage and replaced the residential fire sprinkler heads which had activated due to the
fire’s heat. The firefighters then used thermal imaging cameras and gas monitors throughout
the residence, finding no additional areas of heat or concern.
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Lesson Learned: Being alert to potential dangers within your home, having a fire escape plan
and immediately calling 911 can dramatically reduce the effects of a fire. A residential fire
sprinkler system protecting inside your home can also aid in slowing the growth of a fire
allowing time for firefighters to arrive and minimize a fire’s damage.
-------------------------------------------------------------Firefighters from multiple fire departments responded to a report of a vegetation fire on Crystal
Springs Terrace. As the firefighters arrived, they confirmed an active fire was advancing toward
two homes in the area. Firefighters from CCFD and CALFire used multiple fire hose lines and
surrounded the vegetation fire, quickly extinguishing all the flames. Firefighters continued to
patrol the fire area throughout the evening until they ensured all heat sources were indeed out.
Lesson learned: Maintain vegetation around your property by creating a defendable space
between your home and surrounding vegetation. By reducing dry vegetation on your property,
you may lower the possibility for an approaching fire to quickly advance and threaten your home
as well as others in your neighborhood. Please visit www.ccfd.org/wui for more information on
ways to improve your home’s defense against a wildland fire.
Protecting You and Your Home From Wildfire
As we have recently seen throughout California, wildfires know no boundaries and may spread
quickly from one neighborhood to another so everyone should prepare now to protect your
family and home against an approaching wildfire. California Department of Forestry and Fire
Protection’s (CAL FIRE) Ready, Set, Go program gives step-by-step guidance to “plan, prepare
and stay aware.”
Be READY – reduce vegetation and combustibles around the outside of your home to create a
defensible space area. Also consider how to increase the fire resistance of your home by using
low-cost retrofits to help protect gutters, eaves, vents, siding, windows, decks and more.
Get SET – Create a family wildfire action plan that includes an emergency supplies list,
identifying personal items to take with you if you need to evacuate quickly, designate an out-ofarea contact all family members call if separated from each other, and an evacuation plan on
how to quickly leave your neighborhood if required. If you have not registered for SMCAlert to
receive local emergency or alert information, go to www.smcalert.info. Do you know which
emergency evacuation zone you live in? If emergency evacuations are needed, you will receive an
SMCAlert with important information for zones requiring evacuation. To find out which your
zone your home is in, visit www.myzone.zonehaven.com.
Be Ready to GO - When it’s time to evacuate, use your wildfire action plan and evacuate
immediately.
For more information on CAL FIRE’s Ready, Set, Go program, click here or visit
https://www.readyforwildfire.org/prepare-for-wildfire/ready-set-go/.
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From October 1, 2021 - December 21, 2021, Hillsborough Police
Department (HPD) Officers handled 6,173 calls for service. Included
during these three months, HPD arrested 13 individuals, responded to
and investigated 11 non-injury and three injury vehicle collision and
completed 146 police reports. We conducted 254 traffic stops, checked
on 1,126 watch list homes, performed 2,202 security checks at the
schools and other facilities. HPD investigated 101 suspicious persons
and vehicles and responded to 366 residential burglary alarms.
During this three-month period there were seven residential burglaries, one vehicular burglary
and five thefts from a vehicle. This number was consistent with this same time frame last year.
Some notable incidents HPD Officers responded to include the following.
Officers were dispatched to the 300 block of Alberta Way in response to a residential burglary
alarm. A neighbor had also called and advised they observed a suspicious male in the backyard
of the residence where the alarm was activated. Officers arrived on scene and observed damage
to the lock on a set of French doors in the rear yard of the home. During this same timeframe,
HPD’s Flock camera surveillance system alerted to a vehicle with a lost or stolen plate in the
area. A HPD officer located the vehicle and followed it onto Highway 280. HPD attempted to
stop the vehicle once additional officers arrived to assist with the traffic stop. The stop was
attempted in San Bruno and the driver fled. The pursuit was terminated immediately due to
public safety considerations and the severity of the crime. HPD immediately disseminated
information to neighboring agencies regarding the suspect vehicle. Pleasant Hill PD advised the
same vehicle was involved in criminal activity in their jurisdiction. They provided the identity of
the true registered owner of the vehicle. The officer who initiated the traffic stop was able to
identify the driver of the vehicle as the registered owner. His image was later compared to the
home surveillance footage from the original residence where the attempted burglary occurred.
The driver was confirmed as the suspect and also on probation for prior theft related crimes.
After an exhaustive effort to locate the suspect, HPD learned the suspect was in custody in San
Francisco and his vehicle had been towed. HPD arranged to have the vehicle released to our
custody. After being released from San Francisco the suspect responded to the Hillsborough
Police Department to retrieve his vehicle. Once he arrived, he was interviewed and placed under
arrest by HPD. He was booked into the San Mateo County Jail on charges of burglary,
conspiracy, possession of stolen property, felony vandalism, passing fictitious checks and
identity theft.
The use of a residential burglar alarm, surveillance camera, an alert neighbor and the new Flock
camera surveillance system all played pivotal roles in the quick identification and arrest of the
suspect in the above-mentioned crime.
An officer was on patrol when he observed a vehicle on the side of the road with its hood open.
The vehicle’s registration was expired. The officer contacted the two subjects with the vehicle.
The driver of the vehicle was identified, and a records check revealed he had an extensive
criminal history along with several outstanding arrest warrants. The warrants were confirmed,
and he was placed under arrest. He was booked into the San Mateo County Jail on the warrants
and his vehicle was towed.
HPD Officers were dispatched to the gate house located at the intersection of Eucalyptus Avenue
and Ralston Avenue on the report of a vehicle collision. While responding to the collision they
learned the two occupants of the vehicle were fleeing the scene. The driver and passenger were
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observed running through the Burlingame Country Club and were later located hiding under a
vehicle in the 1800 block of Floribunda Avenue. Officers determined who the driver of the
vehicle was and after further investigation she was found to be under the influence of an
alcoholic beverage. After field sobriety tests were conducted, she was placed under arrest for
driving under the influence of alcohol. She was cited and released to a friend due to an injury
sustained because of the collision which required medical attention. The passenger was
determined to be on federal parole. He was placed under arrest for obstructing a police officer
and booked into the San Mateo County Jail.
Department Announcements
The Hillsborough Police Department welcomed Officer Jan Maligaso and Officer Nicholas
Suslow to our ranks. Officer Maligaso was previously employed by the Hillsborough Police
Department as a Community Service Officer. He had worked for the San Francisco Police
Department prior to coming to Hillsborough. Officer Suslow is a lateral officer from the San
Francisco Police Department. While at San Francisco he served on their tactical response team.
Both new officers are currently assigned to our Field Training Program and we are hopeful of
their success and a long career with the Hillsborough Police Department.
The Hillsborough Police Department wishes everyone a happy and healthy New Year.

21

