COMMITTEES

CITY COUNCIL MEETING
2nd Monday
6 p.m. - Town Hall

♦
CITY COUNCIL STUDY SESSION
Study Sessions are held as needed at Town Hall.

♦
ARCHITECTURE & DESIGN REVIEW
BOARD MEETING
1st and 3rd Monday
4 p.m. - Town Hall

CITIZENS COMMUNICATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Catherine U. Mullooly, Commissioner
Diana Witzel, Chairwoman
Marie Chuang, Candace Lyche,
Janet MacGregor, BeBe Trinkner

♦

♦

CENTRAL COUNTY FIRE BOARD
Catherine U. Mullooly, Chairman, D. Paul Regan

DEPARTMENT COMMISSIONERS
John Fannon, Community Services
D. Paul Regan, Administration
Catherine U. Mullooly, Fire Department
Thomas M. Kasten, Police Department
Christine Krolik, Public Works

HILLSBOROUGH RECREATION
342-5439
D. Paul Regan, Commissioner
Christine Krolik, Commissioner

ARCHITECTURE & DESIGN REVIEW BOARD
John Fannon, Commissioner
Jennifer Werbe, Chairwoman
Charlie Barnett, Mark Heine,
Walter Heyman, George Jewett
Bruce Herman, Alternate
Printed on recycled paper

FINANCIAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE
D. Paul Regan, Commissioner
Jess “Jay” Benton, Chairman
Al Clark, Josh Cooperman,
John Lockton, Al Royse, David Steirman

HILLSBOROUGH CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT
Marilyn Loushin Miller, Superintendent: 342-5193
POLICE DEPARTMENT
Business: 375-7470
Alarm Specialists: 375-7472
FIRE DEPARTMENT
Business: 558-7600

NUMBERS
TOWN HALL
Administration: (650) 375-7400
Website: www.hillsborough.net
Town Hall Hours:
Mon. – Thurs. 7:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Fri. 7:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Emergency after hours and weekends: 375-7470
City Council: 375-7400
Main and Finance Department: 375-7400
Water (service and billing):
Mon. – Thurs. 7:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Fri. 7:30 - 12:30 p.m. 375-7402
Building and Planning: 375-7411
Public Works and City Engineer: 375-7444
CITY MANAGER
Anthony Constantouros: 375-7400
Comcast
Customer Service: 1-800-945-2288
PG&E (24 hrs.)
Outage Information: 1-800-743-5002
Customer Service: 1-800-743-5000
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TWO LIBRARIES
The San Mateo and Burlingame public libraries open the
pages of more than a half million books on their shelves to release history, action or fun in whatever form the visitor desires.
Special library programs offer explanations and insights for
dedicated readers, as well as provocative activities that make
even hesitant readers want to connect with the worlds of knowl-

Allied Waste
Main Number: (650) 592-2411
Hazardous Material: (650) 363-4718

COURTESY BURLINGAME LIBRARY

PRSRT STD
U.S. Postage
PAID
Hillsborough,
CA 94010
Permit No. 34

Daytime or nighttime, the San Mateo and Burlingame public libraries stand ready to supply answers to the public’s questions and reading needs.

Burlingame Public Library

A

WWW.HILLSBOROUGH.NET

edge between book covers.
About 60 percent of Hillsborough
residents hold library cards for either the
Burlingame or San Mateo public libraries. The Town pays a total
annual fee of $625,000, through a contract that covers both
libraries. This comes from the general fund, but Finance Director
Edna Masbad says she and the Financial Advisory Committee
are “putting on our thinking caps” to ﬁnd other ways to fund the
libraries.
Both belong to the Peninsula Library System (PLS), a consortium of 35 public and community college libraries on the San
Francisco Peninsula. Library cardholders can visit their local
libraries, or get books, DVDs, videos, e-books, online reference
and many other library services from the PLS website: www.
plsinfo.org.

MORE THAN SATISFY
HILLSBOROUGH
READERS

The Hillsborough Newsletter is published on a regular basis by the Town of Hillsborough to keep residents informed of local and Town news.
Editor: Barbara Backer • Writer: Sue Reynolds • Design: Larry Zientarski

1600 Floribunda Ave.
Hillsborough, CA 94010
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CALENDAR

conversation between Isabel Allende and KQED Forum host
Michael Krasny on Thursday, October 11, 2007, 7:30 p.m. at
the San Mateo Performing Arts Center kicks off the second annual
One Book, One Community program.
They will discuss Allende’s book, “Daughter of Fortune,” which
tells of the travels of a young girl from Chile during the California
Gold Rush. Themes such as immigration, cultural diversity and
California history provide inspiration for many other “Daughter…”
cultural programs, book discussions, ﬁlms and festivals the library
system will offer this October, free to the public.
Last year, Khaled Hosseini, author of “The Kite Runner,” was
chosen to launch the community reading program. His appearance at the Performing Arts Center ﬁlled all 1,600 seats and extra
standing-room-only spaces, turning away some disappointed people.
But 60 additional “Kite Runner” programs and discussions offered
more opportunities to discuss the novel.
Another initiative at the Burlingame Library, called “The Big
Read,” recently highlighted “To Kill a Mockingbird.” With a grant
from the National Endowment for the Arts, the Library featured
talks by Harper Lee’s biographer Charles Shields and actress Mary
continued inside

C

San Mateo Public Library

elebrating its ﬁrst-year anniversary, the newly rebuilt San Mateo
Library is basking in kudos from the public, plus civic and environmental awards. It is planning a ﬁrst-anniversary commemoration
in September, so watch local newspapers for announcements.
Since its (re)opening day, August 27, 2006, the Library has been
an educational and cultural destination. Design of the “green” building
and selection of its contents were inspired by community members
who attended more than 75 meetings to voice their suggestions to
library staff and architects.
Airy and skylit, the three-story, 90,000-square-foot building
welcomes more than 3,000 persons a day to enjoy the books, programs
and other resources within its energy-efﬁcient walls. It operates 60
percent of the time without artiﬁcial heating or cooling, using natural
resources instead. And 98 percent of the old library was recycled.
San Mateo Library rates a Leadership in Energy and Environmental
Design Silver Certiﬁcation for its conservation strategies.
Works by local artists are highlighted. Outside the entrance,
water courses down the sides of curved pillars, snuggled together
in an oval pool. The artist, Archie Held, titled the intimate sculptures “Conversation.”
continued inside
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HILLSBOROUGH HEARS THE CALL
FOR WATER CONSERVATION
Our region experienced its fourth
driest winter on record. As a result, the
San Francisco Public Utilities Commission
(www.sfwater.org), which supplies the
Town’s water, has called for a 10 percent
voluntary reduction in water usage by all
Bay Area residents and businesses.
Reducing Outdoor Water Usage is Key
On average, Hillsborough residents use
four times more water during the summer
than in winter. Landscape irrigation accounts for most of this seasonal increase.
Designing water friendly landscapes and
irrigation systems is an important component of water conservation and green
building design.
Use Water Wisely
The following can help reduce landscape water usage:
• Maintain your irrigation system.

PUTTING OUT FIRES

Of the average 10 calls per day
received at Central County’s Fire Department, only about 6 percent were
actually “Fire!” alarms during April,
May and June. The remainder of the
calls concerned medical matters.

Fire:
Medical:
Total:

April
19
186
205

May
11
231
242

June
13
235
248

DUMP OUTDATED OR
UNNECESSARY DRUGS HERE

Have you checked your system for leaks,
clogs, broken sprinkler heads and obstructions? Is your system watering uniformly?
A poorly designed and maintained system
can waste money and water. Consider
hiring a certiﬁed landscape irrigation
auditor to evaluate your system’s performance. (A searchable database of certiﬁed professionals can be found at www.
irrigation.org)
• Adjust your controller. Do you adjust
your irrigation timer/controller regularly?
Your watering schedule should change at
least as often as the seasons.
• Upgrade your controller. Do you
forget to adjust your controller, or simply
cannot be bothered? Then consider purchasing a “smart” controller. It evaluates
daily weather and/or soil conditions to
adjust your system’s irrigation schedule
automatically. A good system can more
than pay for itself in water savings. Go
to www.smartirrigationmonth.org for
detailed information.
• Educate your landscaper. Is your gardener or landscaper water-wise? Let your
service provider know water conservation is
important to you. Encourage them to reduce
water usage, select drought tolerant plants
and implement water-conserving landscape
techniques where possible.
• Learn more. Visit www.irrigation.
org for more information on irrigation
systems and certiﬁed irrigation auditors.
Visit www.cuwcc.org and www.h2ouse.
org for great residential water conservation
tips and techniques.

POLICE BLOTTER
Burglaries and/or forced entry at construction sites in the northern section
of Town were reported in the last quarter. Tools were the main items stolen
and the victims had no serial numbers to identify the stolen property if it were
recovered. Tools valued at $2,500 were stolen from a construction trailer on
Churchill, where a trailer lock was broken. Tools were stolen from a home under construction on Bella Vista.
Two cases of sexual assault were reported. In one, DNA lab evidence supports the Hillsborough Police investigators’ theory, allowing them to proceed
further in the investigation. In the second case, charges have been dropped.
Adult Protective Services (APS) was summoned for an elderly resident who
alleged a caregiver was stealing from and abusing her. The accused denied
wrongdoing and has resigned. In another case, an elderly woman believed her
caretakers were stealing from her and did not want them staying overnight at
her home. After a caretaker told police the woman suffers from dementia and
needs 24-hour care, the case was referred to APS.
Identity theft remains a concern among Hillsborough residents. Fraudulent
use of a credit card was reported. A reporting person said a Dell savings account
was opened in his name without his authorization.
A homeowner received a call saying she won a sweepstakes. She called 876302-8038 and was asked to bring a “deposit” for winnings to a nearby WalMart.
Police discovered the phone number is from Jamaica; they are now providing
police coverage to homeowner.
A resident received a call from Chase Bank, with questions about a credit card.
The resident gave out her Social Security number, then called the 800 number the
caller recommended. It was a wrong number and Chase Bank did not call back.
Police advised a credit check.
A resident reported that garbage was removed from a can during the night,
two months after suspects were seen going through a paper-recycling bin. It was
treated as attempted identity theft.
The following calls were taken from a one-month log.
• Gardeners using power equipment before permitted work hours.
• Resident was informed that her son’s science mentor, from Menlo Park,
might be involved in criminal activity. Mentor’s ex-wife made the accusation. As no crime committed in Hillsborough, report was forwarded to
Menlo Park Police Department.
• Trafﬁc stop on Barroilhet discloses unlicensed, verbally abusive driver.
Driver matched no outstanding warrants; relinquished car keys to police,
which were held until responsible owner claimed car.
• Helpful neighbor on De Sabla reported seeing an unknown person climb
a ladder onto absent neighbor’s roof. Police found neighbor at home and
Comcast employee on roof.
• A bicycle rider in the Crystal Springs area was struck by a silver Audi sedan.
The driver did not stop. A passing motorist took the rider to a hospital.
Victim declined to ﬁle a hit-and-run report, saying he just wanted the incident recorded.
• Unlicensed solicitors on Woodridge (two late-teen males in sweatshirts,
baggy jeans) were advised of the requirement to have a solicitation permit

Flushing outdated or unnecessary prescription or
over-the-counter drugs
and medicines down one’s
home drains may cause
sewage treatment problems. Recently, residents
were asked to drop old
drugs into the Pharmaceutical Disposal Only box
in the Police Department
lobby at 1600 Floribunda
Avenue. Hillsborough citizens complied; 20 pounds
of medicinal supplies were
removed from the container after its ﬁrst month
“on duty.” The items
were sealed in evidence
bags and delivered to the
Sheriff’s Ofﬁce to be incinerated—the least toxic
disposal method.
Police Captain Mark
O’Connor says the ﬁrst
load contained such items
as Robitussin and tooth
brightener—not really prescriptions. But he added that it’s better to err on the
side of caution when discarding old medicines. The only things forbidden in the
drop-off container (which resembles a mail box) are mail, batteries, trash and
syringes. (Batteries can be recycled in the box provided in Town Hall).
Ten nearby cities were impressed enough to duplicate Hillsborough’s pharmaceutical disposal box. Again, the Town leads the way in environmental cleanup
efforts.

and sent on their way.
• Male subject was seen hitchhiking near Crocker School with a blanket over
his head. Area checked clear.
• Copious amounts of water, likely from sprinkler, ﬂowed down driveway of
vacant home. Message left for responsible person was not answered. Hillsborough Water Dept. turned off water. Responsible person was notiﬁed.
• A mother reported her son received a threatening message. Advice given.
• Unknown suspect called resident to accuse him of trying to run over suspect’s feet the previous week. Misdial, no crime.
• Black-and-white dog being walked on Black Mountain Road tries to lunge at
woman and husband as they take morning stroll. Dog leashed, but walkers
request police drive-bys.
• Ambulance call: Citizen experiencing heart palpitations; taken to hospital.
• Shotgun or ﬁreworks blasts heard on Tartan Trail. Area checked clear.
• Ofﬁcers disbursed juveniles gathered in a Ralston parking lot. Another
group of juveniles suspected to be drinking, but left before ofﬁcers arrived.
• Hearing someone jumping fence, Woodridge resident called police, who
discovered houseguest had locked herself out.
• Crocker student receives instant message in which an Aragon student threatens to beat him up. Aragon student denies, but police providing drive-bys.
• Dogs break neighbor’s fence. When contractor comes to repair, dogs will
not let him in area. Dog owner requested to contain dogs while neighbor
has fence appraised.
• Citi Bank notiﬁes resident of possible questionable activity on account. Bank
suggests reporting identity theft, as bank needs police incident number to
release more information to (possible) victim.
• Neighbor complains of numerous vehicles parked on Forest View during
photo shoot. Homeowner advised of city ordinance and parking problems.
• Thief breaks passenger window of locked car on Woodcrest; takes $500
cash, $1,000 GPS and miscellaneous documents, causes $200 property loss.
• Resident on Tournament gets threatening letter from neighbor, regarding
dogs. Police contact letter’s author.
• Report of young people riding on roof of green-and-white mini Cooper,
decorated with silver ﬂames. Aragon students.
• Oak tree falls in middle of Knightwood. Street Department advised.
• Parent reports three-year-old daughter missing; ﬁnds her hiding before police
arrive.
• Man in 90’s reports 20 uninvited guests in home. Caretaker advises he is
hallucinating, but called Police per reporting protocol. Police verify no intruders.
• Uplands parents leave town; juveniles party, neighbor complains. Juvenile
says neighbor out front, shouting about party. Gathering dispersed.
• Occupants of black vehicle smeared swastika symbol on black vehicle parked
in front of a residence. Used chocolate iced doughnut.
• Resident wants help unlocking bathroom door. Fire Department brings ladder, police control trafﬁc. Door opened.
• School calls police re: combative seven-year-old. Parent on scene as units
arrive, parent handles situation.
• Report of juvenile party with alcohol. Father contacted; broke up party and
took custody of juvenile host.
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POOL DRAIN COVERS REQUIRED

PHOTO BY LEANN THORNTON

Late afternoon on Mother’s Day,
May 13, Central County Fire Department
Truck 34 was returning to the station via
Burlingame Avenue when Fireﬁghter Rob
McNichol noticed a young adult male running down the street, carrying a purse.
He alerted Captain Gus Rueb and
Fireﬁghters Ryan Klarich and Scott Stacey, who immediately maneuvered Truck
34 into position to follow the suspicious
person.
They turned left on Lorton Avenue,
driving in the direction of the runner, who
then turned left onto westbound Donnelly
Avenue. The truck company drove around
the block to “head off” the young man,
but when they reached the intersection
of Primrose Road and Donnelly Avenue,
the suspect had disappeared.
Then Klarich noticed a movement
to his left and saw the male disappearing
into the corner parking structure. The
ﬁreﬁghter quickly set the air brakes and
began chasing the suspect on foot. Captain Rueb called Fire Dispatch to report
the incident and request assistance from
the Burlingame Police Department.
Even in his bulky pants and boots,
Klarich quickly gained ground on the
ﬂeeing person, shouting warnings that the
runner would be taken down should he
refuse to stop. The suspect surrendered.
With the help of Fireﬁghters Stacey and
McNichol, the ﬁre crew detained the man

Homeowners who apply for permits to
modify a single-family home which has an
existing swimming pool, toddler pool or spa,
must install or show proof of an anti-entrapment drain cover on the existing drain.
The U.S. Consumer Product Safety
Commission conﬁrmed 13 deaths by drowning between 1990 and 2004, caused when
the victim’s body or limb was held against
the drain by the suction of a pool circulation pump.
In response, California Assembly Bill
(AB) 2977 became effective early this
year. It requires that the suction outlet
of an existing pool, toddler pool, or spa
be upgraded and equipped with an antientrapment cover meeting the current
standards of the American Society for
Testing Materials or the American Society
of Mechanical Engineers.
The Hillsborough Building Inspection
Department therefore requires all single
family remodel building permits (excluding
electrical, plumbing and mechanical permits,
not associated with swimming pools, toddler
pools or spas) to comply with AB 2977. The
Department issues about 200 such permits
per year. The new drain cover requirement
may cost anywhere from $100 to $2,000.
Owners, contractors or permit applicants must declare whether there is a
swimming pool, toddler pool or spa at the

For their actions beyond the call of duty,
the mayor awarded a Certiﬁcate of Recognition for the Apprehension of a Purse
Snatching Suspect to (l to r) Captain
Gus Rueb and Fireﬁghters Rob McNichol, Ryan Klarich and Scott Stacey
(not pictured). The mayor said, “Your
quick action represents a dedication and
commitment to the community.”
until members of the Burlingame Police
Department arrived.
The suspect was arrested for stealing a
purse from a mother who had been enjoying her day at a restaurant with her family.
The purse and possessions were recovered
at the scene and returned to her.
Without the quick actions of the
Central County Fire Department and the
ﬁreﬁghters’ willingness to get involved,
Mother’s Day would have been less than
happy for one mother.

FREE WATER WISE
GARDENING CD

WIRELESS FACILITIES – STUDY
SESSION AND COUNCIL MEETING
A public information meeting regarding
proposed installation of cellular antenna/
tree poles in Hillsborough was held on
June 25, 2007. An appeal of the approved
application by T-Mobile for a wireless
facility permit at Vista Park was on the
agenda of the July 9, 2007 City Council
meeting. During the meeting, members of
the Council listened to comments from the
residents, discussed the issues, and voted
to continue the item to the September 10,

2007 Council meeting. The Council will
hold a study session, which is open to the
public, prior to the meeting. However, the
date has not yet been determined. The date
will be posted on the website.
You can receive Council meeting and
study session agendas by registering for
“enotify.” This is done by going to the Town
website (www.hillsborough.net), clicking
on “enotify” on the main web page and
then following the steps given.

The Town of Hillsborough, in
cooperation with the Bay Area Water
Supply and Conservation Agency, is
offering a free Water Wise Gardening
CD to Hillsborough residents.
This interactive program displays
photographs of outstanding waterefﬁcient gardens and is hot-linked to
the plants that compose them. The
program is user friendly and offers a
searchable plant database, watering
recommendations, hydro-zone reports
and much more. Be a Water Wise
Gardener! Request your free CD today
from the Administration Counter at
Town Hall (one CD per household).

GREEN CORNER
GREEN BUILDING RESOURCES FOR
HOME CONSTRUCTION COMING TO HILLSBOROUGH

Many residents have heard about the concept of “green
building” and its beneﬁts, but what really is green building?
Green building is a whole-systems approach for designing and constructing buildings that conserve energy, water
and natural resources. “Green” homes can be healthier,
safer, and more comfortable than traditional homes. Homes
using green building techniques use recycled-content building materials (which can save old-growth forests and other
natural resources) and reduce or eliminate the use of harmful
materials such as formaldehyde from the interior, creating
homes with healthier indoor air quality.
In response to the growing interest in green building,
the Public Works and Community Service Departments
are proposing a policy that would require green building
measures be incorporated into the design, building and
maintenance of Town facilities and meet speciﬁc criteria
under a certiﬁcation process known as the “Leadership in
Energy and Environmental Design” (LEED).
The Council also will consider a resolution that would
promote more green building features in new homes and
remodeling projects. The Town website will provide green
building resources to help residents and building professionals learn how they can incorporate green building features.
Though there would be no requirements to use green building
techniques, the Town would strongly encourage residents to
use green building measures in their projects.
The Town website would include such resources as the
“Green Building Guidelines for New Home Construction”
and “Green Building Guidelines for Home Remodeling.” A

“Green Points Checklist” would help residents and building professionals evaluate how environmentally friendly
or green their projects are. Additional resources include
information on where to ﬁnd green building materials such
as countertops made with recycled content and wood from
sustainably harvested forests.
Additional resources for residents and building professionals are:
Build it Green — www.builditgreen.org A non-proﬁt professional organization that offers:
• Continuing education and networking for building
professionals.
• Listing of certiﬁed green architects and building contractors.
• Listing of where residents and building professionals can
ﬁnd local green products, materials and technologies.
• Fact sheets, referrals, case studies, events listings and
information on green building materials and strategies.
• Listing of green home tours, workshops and presentations.
San Mateo County Green Building, Recycling and Waste
Reduction information - www.recycleworks.org/green
building
• Resources and database for green buildings.
• Residential solar programs and information on rebates.
United States Green Building Council (USGBC) - www.
usgbc.org
• Extensive collection of green building resources: market
research, publications, presentations and links to additional resources.
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time of permit application. They are issued
a permit contingent on installation (or proof)
of an approved drain cover.
A self-certiﬁcation form and more
information are available at www.hillsborough.net.

BALANCED
BUDGET
TIGHTENS BELTS

Finance Director Edna Masbad reported to City Council that the 2007-2008
budget of $36.6 million is balanced.
In setting budget ﬁgures, Hillsborough aims to deliver cost effective public
services, including improving the Town’s
infrastructure of streets, water and sewer
by increasing street improvements and continuing the water and sewer infrastructure
rehabilitation.
The rehabilitation will be supported by
a 6 percent increase in water rates for the
next two years and an 8 percent increase
each year for the two years following.
Residential sewer rates are to increase by
3 percent on July 1 of each of the next
four years.
Most of Hillsborough’s operating funds
come from property taxes plus water and
sewer service charges, which support the
largest expense—personnel costs. The
Town is controlling those costs by limiting
new hires.

PHOTO BY LEANN THORNTON

FIREFIGHTERS SAVE
A MOTHER’S DAY

SPECIAL
OLYMPICS
TORCH RUN
With a big grin, Police Ofﬁcer Dave Young
(left) hands the torch to Burlingame Police
Ofﬁcer Jeff Downs after running it through
Hillsborough and Burlingame to promote
the Special Olympics, an international
nonproﬁt organization dedicated to empowering individuals with intellectual disabilities to become physically ﬁt, productive
society members through sports training
and competition.
Captain Mark O’Connor and Ofﬁcer
Martin Fritzsching rode their motorcycles
from Palo Alto to San Francisco, controlling
trafﬁc for the runners and bicycle riders,
who included Hillsborough Code Enforcement Ofﬁcer Linda Clark, Communications Ofﬁcer Carrie Farley, Police Ofﬁcer
Peter Gould and Chief Matt O’Connor’s
college-age son, Matthew. Records Supervisor Susan Mitchell coordinated the
Torch Run activities, along with Police
Service Technicians Julie Dollosso and
Kari Pechetti.
The Special Olympics will be held October
2-11 in Shanghai, People’s Republic of
China. It serves more than 2.25 million
individuals with intellectual disabilities in
over 160 countries.

STAY IN TOUCH
Keep up to date with
Town information and news.
Sign on to Enotify at

www.hillsborough.net.
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FIRE DEPARTMENT HOSTS BIGGEST,
BEST PANCAKE BREAKFAST

HUSH THOSE NOISY DOGS

PHOTO BY DIANA WITZEL

A record-breaking $8,500 was
collected for the Alisa Ann Ruch
Burn Foundation in just four hours
at the recent Central County Fire Department Pancake Breakfast, held at
Fire Station 34 in Burlingame.
The generous crowd of nearly
1,000 persons bought many t-shirts
and so many pancake breakfasts
that volunteers had to make several
unscheduled “food runs” for more
supplies. Fire Chief Don Dornell Children and parents learn importance of ﬁre
says, “We’re all happy it was such a safety (and enjoy a Dixieland band) at the recent
success. We enjoy meeting members pancake breakfast.
of the community and are already
looking forward to next year.”
the 10,000 people who are severely burned
Both on-duty and off-duty ﬁreﬁghters each year in California. The Foundation
gave time to help support the Burn Founda- produces innovative prevention materials
tion by cooking and serving pancakes to and programs that are distributed throughDixie tunes, provided by the San Mateo Elks out California and all over the world.
Club Dixieland Band. Many guests—chilThe Foundation also strives to “endren, especially—enjoyed visiting the fully hance the quality of life for burn survivors.”
outﬁtted ﬁre truck and several engines on It provides programs designed to relieve
display.
emotional suffering, create opportunities
Educating children about ﬁre safety is for socializing and help build skills necesone of the main goals of the Burn Founda- sary to cope in a society that highly values
tion, because children comprise 4,500 of physical appearance.

Burlingame Library

continued from front page
Badham, who played “Scout” in the ﬁlm.
Innocence Project attorney John Kerker
provided a mock trial, defending Tom Robinson. There were more than 40 programs
on the loved classic last spring.
Many Current Programs
Four summer reading clubs provide
literary enrichment for read-to-me tots,
grammar school students, teens and adults.
This is the ﬁrst summer an adult reading
program is offered. Another summer favorite is Family Fun Night. Tuesday evening
programs feature storytellers, musicians,
puppet shows and, this year, a Spanish
language entertainer.
Other offerings at the Burlingame Library include story times for pre- to earlyschool-age children, and Live Homework
Help, which pairs students with professional, screened, certiﬁed tutors for online
sessions in math, science, English and other
studies.
More than a dozen informational databases are available 24/7 for San Mateo
County library cardholders, and specialized databases such as “Novelist” and
“Ancestry.com” are there for Burlingame
cardholders only.
History, Commerce, Art Presented
The Burlingame Historical Society
works closely with the Library and is scheduling programs regarding the Burlingame
train station, movie palaces and hidden
public art. Connecting with the business
community, the Library partners with the
Burlingame Chamber of Commerce to offer
programs such as “Best Practices for Small
Business.” It also sponsors the Dan Stone
Memorial Lectures for Children’s Authors,
docent slide lectures that tie in with the
Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco, and
quarterly Historical Society programs. The
Library already is gearing up for its 100th
birthday celebration, in October 2009.
In 1909, the original library building
was erected on Burlingame Avenue and
held 200 books. The current structure on
Primrose Road was built in 1930, starting
with 15,000 square feet of space. Today,
48,000 square feet hold a quarter-million
books.
Burlingame’s Easton Branch, which is
closest to Hillsborough, was built in Pueblo
Mission style in 1927 and remodeled in
2004, fortunately keeping its “community
living room” atmosphere. The remodeling
was ﬁnanced in part by the Burlingame Library Foundation, which raises more than
$60,000 per year for library programs.

Habitual dog barking, or dog noise for
ﬁve minutes per incident per day, is prohibited by the Hillsborough Municipal Code.
If the Police Department receives repeated
complaints of habitual barking by the same
dog(s), occurring over several days, ofﬁcers
will warn the resident of the disturbance.
If the problem is not resolved, they may

San Mateo Library

continued from front page
Above the front doors are art glass
panels etched with abstract tones of gold,
blue and white, repeating colors reﬂected
from the skies. Artist Gordon Huether
aptly calls the uplifting panes “Light and
Clarity.”
Monthly shows featuring local artists,
talks and book-signings with authors, and
a Bosendorfer grand piano (which can be
reserved for recitals) make San Mateo
Library a cultural mecca.
Biotechnology, Business Bonanzas
Ground-breaking educational resources
include the Genentech Biotechnology Learning Center and the Franklin Templeton
Investments Business Resource Center.
The Biotech Center—the ﬁrst in the
country—was conceived as a resource for
the area’s 250 growing biotechnology businesses. Information on health, nutrition
and science encourage exploration of life
sciences. Genentech contributed $2 million
for the science-of-tomorrow Center.
Biotech scientists and businessmen will
use the Center as a forum for educating the
public about biotechnology and as a recruitment venue for local students interested in
the new industry. Biotechnology job fairs
are planned for the future.
In the Business Resource Center, a fulltime business librarian provides outstanding resources for market research, legal and
government requirements. Other topics
include how to start a business, write a
business plan or create B2B mailing lists.
San Mateo Library and the Small
Business Development Center offer SBDC
classes on effective online marketing and
taxes. Finally, the Center contains a complete line of job search resources.
For the Younger Set
Elementary students appreciate their
huge collection of books (many in languages
other than English), picture books, music,
DVDs, videos, cassettes and magazines.
The children also like the new, child-size
furniture and restrooms.
Fourth- and ﬁfth-graders gain library
research skills at the InfoSeekers Student
Research Center, where they discover and
integrate information into their schoolwork.
Teens use the educational databases
plus a large selection of books in the Teen
Lounge area. It, too, is sprinkled with ageappropriate furniture.
Near the Teen Lounge is a café, selling
drinks and snacks…just what’s needed to
refresh the body as well as the mind.
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issue the property owner an infraction citation. The City Attorney’s Ofﬁce will review
complaints of eight barking incidents by
the same dog(s) that occur in a one-month
period.
If you would like some helpful hints as
to ways to quiet your pet, contact the local
humane society.

TOWN BRIEFS
During the past quarter, City Council:
• Approved fundraising permit application for Dickens House 2007 Designer
Show House, to be held at 108 Stonehedge Road, September 18-23. The
application was amended to approve six days of the event, instead of eight,
and use shuttles from parking areas to the Show House.
• Approved fundraising permit application for Dickens House Designer Holiday Boutique, October 18-November 4 at 108 Stonehedge Road. Concerns
about trafﬁc were discussed and referred to appropriate Town staff for
resolution.
• Adopted a resolution awarding Peterson Power Systems the contract for the
Generator Maintenance Service Agreement in the amount of $40,004.
• Approved Aguilar & Sons’ bid on the Forest View and Sharon avenues new
trafﬁc circle. Cost is not to exceed $37,736; will be drawn from the General Fund.
• Adopted a resolution accepting as complete the contract with Fermin Sierra
Construction, Inc. for the 2007 Storm Drain Rehabilitation Project, in the
amount of $58,800.
• Authorized ordinance that amended the contract between the California
Public Employees’ Retirement System and the Town of Hillsborough. This
increases the retirement plan for sworn Fire Department personnel from
2%@50 to 3%@55, increasing the present value of the beneﬁts by $1.75
million. This increases the Town’s unfunded liability by $1.2 million,
which would be amortized over 11 years until paid.
• Adopted a resolution authorizing increased sewer service charges for ﬁscal
year 2007-2008. The 3 percent increase will bring the current residential
rate to $1,517 from $1,473.
• Adopted a resolution awarding Bond Blacktop, Inc., the contract for the
2007 Pavement Maintenance and Rehabilitation Project, including Crystal
Springs Road, in the amount of $424,000, plus $57,215 for dig-outs on
Hayne Road and Ralston Avenue. The resolution allocated General Fund,
federal aid, Measure A and gas tax funds for payment.
• Awarded a vegetation management contract to May and Associates. The
contract includes developing guidelines for the Town’s open space, vegetation management strategy, and training for Town staff. Cost estimated at
$26,180, allocated from the General Fund.
• Adopted a resolution authorizing payment of up to $1.2 million for San
Mateo Wastewater Treatment Plant improvements, funded from 2006 bond
proceeds.
People
• Finance Director Edna Masbad was awarded a Certiﬁcate of Achievement
for Excellence in Financial Reporting by the Government Finance Ofﬁcers
Association. Congratulating her, former Mayor Paul Regan stated, "You
provide continued excellence in ﬁnancial reporting. We all beneﬁt from
your hard work."
• City Clerk Miyuki Yokoyama was named Volunteer of the Month by the
SPCA/Peninsula Humane Society for all her volunteer hours and help.
• Council Member John Fannon was re-appointed as a director of the Board
of the Bay Area Water Supply and Conservation Agency and Bay Area
Regional Water System Financing Authority. This will be his second fouryear term.
• Richard Reisman will serve on the Code Enforcement Hearing Panel, and
David Steirman will serve on the Financial Advisory Committee.
• Congratulations to Chief Building Ofﬁcial John Mullins, Hillsborough
Police Department Captain Mark O’Connor, Inspector Dave Agee and
Inspector Rob Chinca for helping catch eight contractors suspected of
working without state-issued licenses.
• Bruce Herman was appointed the new Architecture Design Review Board
alternate.
• John Kammeyer was promoted to division chief of Central County Fire
Department, and Ofﬁcer Geoff Chenier has joined the Police Department.
• Larree Renda was presented a Certiﬁcate of Appreciation for her volunteer
work on the Financial Advisory Committee. She was thanked for helping
the Town make better decisions over the last four years.
Reminders
• Spread the news…if you change your phone number, change emergency
contacts or get a new pet, please update your emergency information with
the Police Department.
• The Concours d’Elegance Tennis Luncheon will be held October 17 at the
Olympic Club in San Francisco. For details, check www.hsf.org.
Correction
• Photographer Scott Buschman should be credited for taking the photo of
Police Inspector Rob Chinca, Employee Excellence Award Recipient, which
was printed in the last Hillsborough newsletter. The photo was incorrectly
attributed to Police Department Executive Assistant LeAnn Thornton.

COMMITTEES

CITY COUNCIL MEETING
2nd Monday
6 p.m. - Town Hall

♦
CITY COUNCIL STUDY SESSION
Study Sessions are held as needed at Town Hall.

♦
ARCHITECTURE & DESIGN REVIEW
BOARD MEETING
1st and 3rd Monday
4 p.m. - Town Hall

CITIZENS COMMUNICATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Catherine U. Mullooly, Commissioner
Diana Witzel, Chairwoman
Marie Chuang, Candace Lyche,
Janet MacGregor, BeBe Trinkner

♦

♦

CENTRAL COUNTY FIRE BOARD
Catherine U. Mullooly, Chairman, D. Paul Regan

DEPARTMENT COMMISSIONERS
John Fannon, Community Services
D. Paul Regan, Administration
Catherine U. Mullooly, Fire Department
Thomas M. Kasten, Police Department
Christine Krolik, Public Works

HILLSBOROUGH RECREATION
342-5439
D. Paul Regan, Commissioner
Christine Krolik, Commissioner

ARCHITECTURE & DESIGN REVIEW BOARD
John Fannon, Commissioner
Jennifer Werbe, Chairwoman
Charlie Barnett, Mark Heine,
Walter Heyman, George Jewett
Bruce Herman, Alternate
Printed on recycled paper

FINANCIAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE
D. Paul Regan, Commissioner
Jess “Jay” Benton, Chairman
Al Clark, Josh Cooperman,
John Lockton, Al Royse, David Steirman

HILLSBOROUGH CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT
Marilyn Loushin Miller, Superintendent: 342-5193
POLICE DEPARTMENT
Business: 375-7470
Alarm Specialists: 375-7472
FIRE DEPARTMENT
Business: 558-7600

NUMBERS
TOWN HALL
Administration: (650) 375-7400
Website: www.hillsborough.net
Town Hall Hours:
Mon. – Thurs. 7:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Fri. 7:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Emergency after hours and weekends: 375-7470
City Council: 375-7400
Main and Finance Department: 375-7400
Water (service and billing):
Mon. – Thurs. 7:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Fri. 7:30 - 12:30 p.m. 375-7402
Building and Planning: 375-7411
Public Works and City Engineer: 375-7444
CITY MANAGER
Anthony Constantouros: 375-7400
Comcast
Customer Service: 1-800-945-2288
PG&E (24 hrs.)
Outage Information: 1-800-743-5002
Customer Service: 1-800-743-5000
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TWO LIBRARIES
The San Mateo and Burlingame public libraries open the
pages of more than a half million books on their shelves to release history, action or fun in whatever form the visitor desires.
Special library programs offer explanations and insights for
dedicated readers, as well as provocative activities that make
even hesitant readers want to connect with the worlds of knowl-

Allied Waste
Main Number: (650) 592-2411
Hazardous Material: (650) 363-4718

COURTESY BURLINGAME LIBRARY
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Hillsborough,
CA 94010
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Daytime or nighttime, the San Mateo and Burlingame public libraries stand ready to supply answers to the public’s questions and reading needs.

Burlingame Public Library

A

WWW.HILLSBOROUGH.NET

edge between book covers.
About 60 percent of Hillsborough
residents hold library cards for either the
Burlingame or San Mateo public libraries. The Town pays a total
annual fee of $625,000, through a contract that covers both
libraries. This comes from the general fund, but Finance Director
Edna Masbad says she and the Financial Advisory Committee
are “putting on our thinking caps” to ﬁnd other ways to fund the
libraries.
Both belong to the Peninsula Library System (PLS), a consortium of 35 public and community college libraries on the San
Francisco Peninsula. Library cardholders can visit their local
libraries, or get books, DVDs, videos, e-books, online reference
and many other library services from the PLS website: www.
plsinfo.org.

MORE THAN SATISFY
HILLSBOROUGH
READERS

The Hillsborough Newsletter is published on a regular basis by the Town of Hillsborough to keep residents informed of local and Town news.
Editor: Barbara Backer • Writer: Sue Reynolds • Design: Larry Zientarski

1600 Floribunda Ave.
Hillsborough, CA 94010
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CALENDAR

conversation between Isabel Allende and KQED Forum host
Michael Krasny on Thursday, October 11, 2007, 7:30 p.m. at
the San Mateo Performing Arts Center kicks off the second annual
One Book, One Community program.
They will discuss Allende’s book, “Daughter of Fortune,” which
tells of the travels of a young girl from Chile during the California
Gold Rush. Themes such as immigration, cultural diversity and
California history provide inspiration for many other “Daughter…”
cultural programs, book discussions, ﬁlms and festivals the library
system will offer this October, free to the public.
Last year, Khaled Hosseini, author of “The Kite Runner,” was
chosen to launch the community reading program. His appearance at the Performing Arts Center ﬁlled all 1,600 seats and extra
standing-room-only spaces, turning away some disappointed people.
But 60 additional “Kite Runner” programs and discussions offered
more opportunities to discuss the novel.
Another initiative at the Burlingame Library, called “The Big
Read,” recently highlighted “To Kill a Mockingbird.” With a grant
from the National Endowment for the Arts, the Library featured
talks by Harper Lee’s biographer Charles Shields and actress Mary
continued inside
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San Mateo Public Library

elebrating its ﬁrst-year anniversary, the newly rebuilt San Mateo
Library is basking in kudos from the public, plus civic and environmental awards. It is planning a ﬁrst-anniversary commemoration
in September, so watch local newspapers for announcements.
Since its (re)opening day, August 27, 2006, the Library has been
an educational and cultural destination. Design of the “green” building
and selection of its contents were inspired by community members
who attended more than 75 meetings to voice their suggestions to
library staff and architects.
Airy and skylit, the three-story, 90,000-square-foot building
welcomes more than 3,000 persons a day to enjoy the books, programs
and other resources within its energy-efﬁcient walls. It operates 60
percent of the time without artiﬁcial heating or cooling, using natural
resources instead. And 98 percent of the old library was recycled.
San Mateo Library rates a Leadership in Energy and Environmental
Design Silver Certiﬁcation for its conservation strategies.
Works by local artists are highlighted. Outside the entrance,
water courses down the sides of curved pillars, snuggled together
in an oval pool. The artist, Archie Held, titled the intimate sculptures “Conversation.”
continued inside

