CALENDAR

COMMITTEES

CITY COUNCIL MEETING
2nd Monday
6 p.m. - Town Hall

♦
CITY COUNCIL STUDY SESSION
Study Sessions are held as needed at Town Hall.

♦

CITIZENS COMMUNICATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Christine Krolik, Commissioner
Janet MacGregor, Chair
BeBe Trinkner, Vice Chair
Suzanne Boutin, Marie Chuang, Candace Lyche,
Diana Witzel, Adviser

ARCHITECTURE & DESIGN REVIEW
BOARD MEETING
1st and/or 3rd Monday
4 p.m. - Town Hall

♦

♦

DEPARTMENT COMMISSIONERS
John Fannon, Community Services
D. Paul Regan, Administration
Jess “Jay” Benton, Fire Department
Thomas M. Kasten, Police Department
Christine Krolik, Public Works

CENTRAL COUNTY FIRE BOARD
Jess “Jay” Benton, D. Paul Regan

ARCHITECTURE & DESIGN REVIEW BOARD
John Fannon, Commissioner
Mark Heine, Chair
Charlie Barnett, Carl Goldstone,
George Jewett, Jennifer Werbe
Lin Ho, Alternate
Printed on recycled paper

FINANCIAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE
D. Paul Regan, Commissioner
John Lockton, Chair
Kathy Ceremsak, Al Clark,
Josh Cooperman, Richard Kuersteiner,
Al Royse, David Steirman

HILLSBOROUGH RECREATION
342-5439
D. Paul Regan, Commissioner
Christine Krolik, Commissioner
HILLSBOROUGH CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT
Marilyn Loushin Miller, Superintendent: 342-5193
POLICE DEPARTMENT
Business: 375-7470, Alarm Specialists: 375-7472
FIRE DEPARTMENT
Business: 558-7600

NUMBERS
TOWN HALL
Administration: (650) 375-7400
Website: www.hillsborough.net
Town Hall Hours:
Mon. – Thurs. 7:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Fri. 7:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Emergency after hours and weekends: 375-7470
City Council: 375-7400
Main and Finance Department: 375-7400
Water (service and billing):
Mon. – Thurs. 7:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Fri. 7:30 - 12:30 p.m. 375-7402
Building and Planning: 375-7411
Public Works and City Engineer: 375-7444
CITY MANAGER
Anthony Constantouros: 375-7400
Comcast
Customer Service: 1-800-945-2288
PG&E (24 hrs.)
Outage Information: 1-800-743-5002
Customer Service: 1-800-743-5000
Allied Waste
Main Number: (650) 592-2411
Hazardous Material: (650) 363-4718
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The Polo Club

Mural Mystery

T

he memory of Carrie Carlton Helser, daughter of famed artist
Brents Carlton, is full of mental snapshots of her father. When
she was a small girl, she knew he was unlike any of her friends’
fathers. He came home from his work at the pharmacy with
little “watercolors” made from various medicinal tinctures or
pen and ink drawings on the backs of discarded receipts. Once home,
he would change out of his slacks, shirt
and necktie, put on jeans and a sweatshirt
and go to his studio for hours to work on
his latest project. On weekends, he might
silkscreen wallpaper for the dining room
or cut linoleum blocks for the family
Christmas card.
Helser remains fascinated with her father’s
work and dedicated to learning as much as possible
about his colorful yet short career. A Hillsborough
resident may be able to help.
Carlton died in 1962, when Helser was only
17 years old. “There is so much I didn’t get to ask
him, and so much I want to know,” Helser, a San
Francisco native and resident, said. She has spent
years researching and documenting the body of work
left by her father – paintings, sculptures, bas reliefs.
One piece of research unearthed an old hand-written
ledger book with the following entry – “7.30.28 Murals for Polo Club, Mrs. Geo. Pope, $101.50.” Helser
has located snapshots of the four murals depicting
ancient and even mythological polo playing scenes.
But where exactly was the “Polo Club?” Lumber millionaire George A. Pope lived in Hillsborough, and
the Burlingame Country Club was once housed in a
mansion built in the 1870s and owned by Pope. Was
the Polo Club at the country club? Do the murals still
exist? Does anyone remember seeing them?
The Polo Club murals were/are part of a large
collection of art created by Carlton who was active
in the San Francisco art scene. The artists who
painted the frescoes at Coit Tower were his contemporaries. Noted San Francisco Chronicle art
critic Alfred Frankenstein cited Carlton’s “exquisite
portraiture, classic sensitivity, sense of the rhythm,
the monumental, the decorative.”
Carlton was born in 1903 in New Mexico
and moved to San Francisco in 1924 where he
enrolled in the California School of Fine Arts,
now the San Francisco Art Institute, then housed
in a temporary structure on the site of the Mark
continued on page 3

These photos (and the photo on page
3) are from the Brents Carlton Estate.
The four pictured here, taken in 1928,
show the murals while in progress.
The murals were commissioned
in 1928 by Mrs. George Pope for
the Polo Club. But where was the
Polo Club?
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E m p l o y ee E x c e l l e n c e

Communications
officer/dispatcher
Walter Lansberry

Firefighter and
paramedic
Steve Besozzi

Steve Besozzi’s work with the Alisa Ann
Ruch Burn Foundation and the county’s
Youth Leadership program earned him one of
the Town’s Employee Excellence Awards.
Most weeks of the year, Besozzi is
a firefighter/paramedic with the Central
County Fire Department (CCFD). But
several weeks out of each year, Besozzi
takes a step beyond his job to help make
life better for young burn victims. He is the
co-organizer of the annual Burn Foundation Relay and often volunteers at Champ
Camp, a program funded by proceeds from
the Relay and designed specifically for the
young burn victims.
Besozzi’s friends know he has a big
heart. He was the first person they thought
of when others were stepping down from
leadership of the Burn Relay. One day, they
invited him to dinner (with more than the
menu in mind, Besozzi said) and ended up
passing him the torch. For the past nine

“He’s an outstanding dispatcher,” said
Sergeant Nelson Corteway, Lansberry’s
supervisor. “He can calm people down
while directing the police. He’s like our
quarterback.”
Lansberry took the first 911 call that
came in during a 2004 homicide and manned
communications while police searched for
years, Besozzi and a colleague from the
Redwood City Fire Department have run
the unique event.
Firefighters in departments from Mountain View to San Francisco raise funds
throughout the year, and in August a fire
engine parade travels from south to north,
stopping at each jurisdiction to collect the
checks for Champ Camp. The camp provides
a 10-day summer experience for burn victims ages five to 17, where the children can
be with other burn victims, be themselves
and not worry about the all-too-frequent
teasing and taunting of other children. Typically about 150 attend the camp.
“It’s such a great cause, especially as a
firefighter,” Besozzi said. “After volunteering at the camp, I can put faces to the fundraising and it’s very meaningful. You see the
kids grow up and mature. Some kids come
back and are life-long volunteers.”
Besozzi does not limit his volunteer
work to burn victims, however. For the past
three years, he has worked with Chief Don
Dornell on the Youth Leadership program
introducing high school students to firefighting careers. He plans a day that begins at
the county dispatch center, follows at the

fire house with a look at daily firefighting
duties, and ends with information on hiring
qualifications.
Besozzi said his award was a complete
surprise to him. Born and raised in San
Francisco and Daly City, he embarked on
a firefighting career in 1998 in Colma. He
came to Hillsborough in 2001 and has
spent work hours and after-work hours in
his favorite field ever since. This year more
than $3,000 was raised by the CCFD for
the Burn Foundation.

LeAnn Thornton

Walter Lansberry, communications
officer with the Hillsborough Police Department, is a recipient of the Town’s Award
for Employee Excellence. Upon receiving the
award, Lansberry said he was very surprised
and honored. “When you work on the night
shift, you never see anyone and sometimes
you feel forgotten,” he said. “It’s very nice
to be recognized.”
Lansberry has worked as a dispatcher
for 19 years, the last six with Hillsborough.
He juggles a myriad of responsibilities during his evening shift, from fielding 911 calls
and dispatching police to a crime scene,
copying and filing reports to redesigning
and updating forms.
Lansberry is well known for his calm
voice and cool head during crisis situations.

a missing child who was thought to be
at the scene. “I think the calls that deal
with children are probably the most heart
wrenching,” he said.
Lansberry’s excellent computer and
organizational skills are appreciated as
much as his fine dispatching. He designed
and runs the dispatch training program for
new police officers. “He’s really good with
computer software and takes on added responsibilities,” said Corteway. “We wanted
to recognize him for that.”
Lansberry lives with his wife and 18year-old daughter in South San Francisco
and said that the night shift has worked
well for his family. Over the years, he has
been able to spend time with his daughter
after school while his wife works.
Overall, he finds his job very rewarding. “I’m here to help people,” he said. “I
like assisting in catching the bad guys or
stopping crime. It’s a very satisfying feeling
when something turns out right.”

TOWN BRIEFS
During the last quarter, City Council:
• Awarded a contract for $521,600 to reconstruct 4,810 linear feet of existing
but deteriorating guardrails throughout the Town. Guardrails are essential to
the street safety system. The project will clear 90 percent of the backlog.
• Authorized spending $32,400 for engineering work to improve the Black
Mountain Road/Skyline Boulevard intersection to ease backup at the freeway
off-ramp by widening sections of Hayne Road and Skyline Boulevard.
• Approved an agreement with San Francisco International Airport to place the
Town’s only noise monitoring equipment at the Skyfarm water tank site. An
effective aircraft noise monitoring system is essential for responding to community noise complaints, tracking noise trends and managing aircraft noise.
• Directed staff to continue their work on the feasibility of consolidating fire
resources with neighboring agencies to realize savings.
• Approved naming Public Works Director Martha DeBry as the Town’s representative in securing $8.6 million in financing and confirmation of tax-exempt
reimbursement obligations for a sewer project at El Cerrito/Crystal Springs
required by the Regional Water Quality Control Board. Costs are to be shared
by other agencies.
• Approved the installation of a monument on Crystal Springs Road near Woodridge Road, commemorating the last recorded stage coach robbery in San
Mateo County that occurred in 1905 at that location. The monument is to be
underwritten and installed by E Clampus Vitus.
• Approved spending an additional $40,000 for pump station upgrades at Skyfarm and Tournament tank sites for additional work. Total cost of the project
will be $2,011,926.
• Heard a report from the Public Works director regarding talks with CalTrans
about improving safety at the Floribunda/El Camino intersection. CalTrans has
prepared a conceptual plan, showing a left-turn lane northbound El Camino to
Floribunda and costing approximately $1.3 million, with costs shared between
CalTrans (50 percent), Buringame (25 percent) and Hillsborough (25 percent).
Burlingame has asked for clarification on some design issues.
• Modified the city code to broaden the discretion of the city engineer to require
the repair or replacement of a property owner’s private sewer lateral at the
property owner’s expense when any video inspection shows damage or defects.

•
•

•
•

•

THE ADRB AND
DESIGN REVIEW

If you are considering building a
new home or remodeling your existing property, then you will find this
new column helpful. The Architectural
Design and Review Board (ADRB),
along with the Building and Planning
Department, will be providing a series
of articles with ideas designed to guide
you in the process.
The first step you should consider is
to take a close look at the neighborhood
in which you are planning your project.
Is it primarily a single-story ranch house
neighborhood with smaller homes? Is
there a mix of different styles? What is
the average square footage of the homes
in the neighborhood? How might your
chosen design or style adversely affect
your neighbors and how can you mitigate
any issues that may arise? If you answer
these questions up front and early, you
will likely have a smoother path to approval.
The Building and Planning Department serves as a helpful resource. Director of Building and Planning Elizabeth
Cullinan, Assistant Planner Serena
Ponzo, and their knowledgeable team
can show you plans of homes and remodels that have been well received during the review process. In addition, the
Design Guidelines are available on-line
at http://www.hillsborough.net/depts/
planning/residential_design_guidelines.
asp. The Guidelines are clear and concise
and contain excellent visual aids. In fact,
the Hillsborough Guidelines document
was recognized for outstanding achievement by the Northern California Section
of the American Planning Association
for Focused Issue Planning.
In future columns, the ADRB will
try to address specific questions from
homeowners. Though we cannot comment on specific details on projects,
we can address general issues within
the Design Guidelines. If you have an
inquiry, please submit it in writing to the
ADRB at Town Hall, 1600 Floribunda
Ave., Hillsborough, CA 94010.

The Town’s current ordinance does not provide the city engineer with the ability to order repairs or replacement except at the time of sale or when a nuisance
is found.
Approved salary increases and benefits in the amount of $514,000 for fiscal
year 2009-2010.
Approved maximum increases in water service rates and meter service charges
for the next four years. The percentage of increase for each account will vary
based on individual consumption.
Approved spending $217,408 from the Vehicle Replacement Fund for a sewer
jet truck.
Agreed to replace the New Place Road gates that were damaged in a storm.
Cost of replacing the complex cast iron gates is estimated at $96,000. With
insurance, the Town will need to pay about $5,000.
Balked at a potential recommendation to replace the Town’s Supervisory Control & Data Acquisition (SCADA) system at a cost of $1.3 million, stating that
the savings in energy efficiency do not support the expense at this time.

People

• Council Chambers was filled with family members, friends and local dignitaries at the December 8, 2008 Council meeting to honor Kitty Mullooly upon
her retirement from 16 years of service on the City Council. Mullooly received
proclamations and accolades from Congresswoman Jackie Speier, Former State
Assemblyman Gene Mullin and San Mateo County Supervisor Mark Church,
among others. “There are presidents who have less public service than you,”
said Speier, commenting on Mullooly’s three terms on Council, two as mayor
of Hillsborough. “Here’s to my mayor, my constituent and my friend. Congratulations on an extraordinary career.”
• At the December 8, 2008 Council meeting, Jess (Jay) E. Benton was sworn
in as the newest member of council, replacing Catherine Mullooly. Christine
Krolik was elected mayor of the Town by her fellow councilmembers, and Tom
Kasten was elected vice mayor.
• The newest police officers on the Hillsborough streets are Dana Tandy and
Meme Colla. Both have successfully completed all phases of their field training.
• The Government Finance Officers Association’s Distinguished Budget Presentation Award was presented to Finance Director Edna Masbad and the Town of
Hillsborough. This is the sixth time the Town has received this award.
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police blotter

The Hillsborough Police Department (HPD) responded to 10,078 calls
for service in 2008. The Department handled 2,878 residential alarm calls,
wrote 689 police reports, and investigated 62 non-injury and 12 injury vehicle
collisions. In 2008, the HPD arrested 123 adults and 56 juveniles. A sample
of calls for service that occurred during the last quarter of 2008 are listed
below:
• HPD responded to a hit and run crash on Summit one evening and found
that someone had run over a fire hydrant. The suspect was probably not
aware that his license plate had fallen off during the crash. He was eventually contacted and a report was filed with the District Attorney’s (DA’S)
office requesting prosecution.
• A woman reported to HPD that her estranged husband was throwing her
personal property into a dumpster. A restraining order violation report
was forwarded to the DA’s office for review.
• A suspicious vehicle was reported on Reservoir Road. Officers contacted
the occupants and arrested them for possession of heroin.
• HPD officers responded on a request for mutual aid from the Burlingame
Police Department for a large fight in front of a club.
• An HPD officer noted a suspicious vehicle on Sharon and saw a male subject take something out of a mailbox. The subject and his female passenger
were arrested for mail theft and possession of personal information used to
commit identity theft.
• A man came into the HPD lobby to report that his wife was following him
in another vehicle and that he wished to be left alone.
• A woman called HPD to report that someone kept ringing her doorbell.
Officers responded and determined that her doorbell was malfunctioning
due to a low battery.
• A resident called HPD to request removal of a guest who was intoxicated
and refusing to leave from his holiday party.
• An elderly resident reported that she had let her dog out three hours prior
to calling and that she could hear it barking but could not find it. An HPD
officer responded and reunited the dog with her owner.
• A man called 9-1-1 to report that he saw someone steal something from his
car. He told HPD that he had punched the suspect in the face. The man
further reported that the suspect was last seen walking north on Skyline
carrying an umbrella and bleeding from the face. The suspect was located
and arrested for attempted grand theft.
• A resident called 9-1-1 and reported that she could hear a man talking in
the creek behind her home. Officers responded and found that a caretaker
from a nearby residence was walking near the creek and was talking on the
phone with a family member from overseas.
As a general safety tip, residents are encouraged not to place outgoing
mail in their curbside mailbox. Please use an official “blue” US Post Office mailbox for all outgoing mail. Official “blue” US Post Office mailboxes
are located at Town Hall, Fire Station 32 (300 block of Ascot), 3400 block
of Ralston near Pullman, and the intersection of Black Mountain Road and
Wedgewood. Residents are also advised to pick up UPS/Fed Ex packages from
public view as soon as possible. There has been a general increase countywide
in thefts of delivered packages to residences

Vehicle Safety Adjustment For Elderly (V-SAFE) Program

Studies have shown that older drivers are often the safest drivers. Older
drivers are more likely to wear their seatbelts and are less likely to speed or
drink and drive. However, older drivers are more likely to be seriously injured
when a crash does occur. The V-SAFE Program was designed to assist elderly
drivers by reviewing the following within their own vehicles:
• Proper seating position inside the vehicle
• Proper hand position on the steering wheel
• Seat belt adjustment
• Air bag dangers
• Correct mirror adjustment
• Correct pedal adjustment
• Identifying hazards inside the vehicle (loose items, etc.)
• New vehicle technology
The HPD is now offering the V-SAFE Program. To set up an appointment, please contact: Officer Peter Scatena, 650-375-7470 (main), 650-3757598 (direct) or pscatena@hillsca.org.

Investigation Notes

Now that we have survived the holidays and the bills are in the mail, remember to do more than just check the balance on your credit cards. A busy
charge account can hide a purchase you didn’t make. Take some time and
review your bills for any mistakes or fraudulent charges. It is also a good idea
to make a copy of your charge account statement and save it in a secure location. If the card is lost or stolen you will have a copy of the number and the
card issuer contact information. Contact your credit card company or check
their website for additional suggestions.
We are seeing a new twist on a familiar scam. This new telephone
scam is called a “granny scam” and preys upon a victim’s desire to help a
family member in trouble. The suspect calls a victim (usually a grandparent) and pretends to be their grandchild on vacation in another country
or state. The call begins with a generic “hi grandma…” and relies on the
recipient to give out the correct name and relationship information during the conversation. The suspect then makes a frantic/emotional plea for
money such as telling the victim they have been arrested, are in jail or in
the hospital. We recommend confirming the identity of the caller with
other family members before sending any funds out of the area. Also, be
sure you recognize the person on the phone before revealing any personal
information.

Trash Talk–

Can Hillsborough put a lid
on rising can costs?

The price of recycling and refuse collection services is scheduled to increase
again in Hillsborough. The costs of labor
and replacing obsolete equipment continue
to rise. In today’s economy, the value of
recycled materials has declined, yet the
Town must continue to recycle at least 50
percent of its waste per a State mandate. The
State is considering increasing the mandatory diversion requirements. What can be
done? Recycle more efficiently? Become
fully automated?
Martha DeBry, director of Public
Works, is engaging residents in the process
of making decisions for the future of trash
collection and recycling. The Town’s 10year franchise agreement with Allied Waste
ends on December 31, 2010, presenting
an opportunity for significant change.
The outcome will be based on a balance
between desired services and the costs of
those services.
Ideally, Hillsborough would graduate
to single-stream recycling (eliminating
separation of cans, bottles and paper and
making it easier to recycle more). This
would likely increase residential recycling
by 30 percent. The Town could adopt
organic recycling (food and yard waste
disposed of together for composting).
An organic program would decrease the
amount of garbage hauled to the Ox Mountain landfill (food waste is 14 percent of
the Town’s recyclable waste stream), which
would increase the life of the landfill and
save money, as it is significantly cheaper to
compost a ton of organics than to dispose
of a ton of trash. It is also better for the environment as decomposition of food/green
waste at landfills is a major contributor to
methane emissions (a greenhouse gas).
If Hillsborough adopted every ideal
option, overall collection costs would increase 30 percent. “A 30 percent increase
is prohibitive,” DeBry said. If the Town
made no changes, costs would still increase.
“Because doing nothing is not a viable option either, the question is how do we scale
back the costs?” DeBry said. The answer
could lie in the method of collection.
The side/rear-yard collection is the single largest factor that makes Hillsborough’s
garbage costs the highest in San Mateo
County. If more residents used curbside
collection, that would allow the refuse
company to effectively use automated
equipment, which in turn substantially
reduces labor costs and the number of

Murals

trucks needed. The Town could change
to automated collection while charging
a premium for pick-up from side or rear
yards that recovers that cost fully. (There
is currently a $5 charge for the premium
service).
“There is an initial outlay for infrastructure to become automated,” said
DeBry, “but it’s really the only way to
save money in the long run.” A substantial renovation and reconstruction of the
Shoreway Recycling and Disposal Center
in San Carlos is needed to allow the transition to automation.
DeBry is relying on the feedback from
the surveys and public meetings to determine how to structure a recommendation
to City Council regarding the details of
Hillsborough’s new 10-year franchise. “We
need to improve recycling and stabilize
costs over the long run,” she said.

CHECK OUT YOUR
CONTRACTOR

The Town requires that anyone working in the town of Hillsborough must obtain
a Business License. Individuals/companies
that perform work without first having obtained the required license could be cited by
the Hillsborough Police Department.
Before hiring a company or individual
to perform a service, residents may verify if
the company or individual has a valid Business License by checking the Town’s current
BUSINESS LICENSE LISTING available
on the Town’s website, www.hillsborough.
net, under the Finance Department, Business License section.

NEW UNIT NEEDS
YOUR HELP

Good news. The military unit Hillsborough adopted is back home. But neither the
work, nor the war, has ended. Hillsborough
has temporarily adopted a new unit, Echo
Company, a paratrooper infantry group
from the 82nd Airborne Division, that has
recently arrived in Iraq. The troops can use
supplies and correspondence, all of which
can be forwarded to them via the Hillsborough Police Department. A list of needed
items can be found on the Town’s or the
Police Department’s website, or call Captain
Nick Gottuso (650-345-7470). A little goes a
long way in helping out the men and women
who are protecting our country.

Exhibition for the Fair held in 1939-40 on
Treasure Island.
Carlton moved his studio one more
continued from front page
Hopkins Hotel on Nob Hill. He won numer- time, finally ending up at his home in the
ous scholarships, along with awards and Excelsior District, where he continued to
distinctions. Simultaneously, he prepared work, even with declining health, until he
for a parallel career in pharmacy. After died in 1962 at the age of 58. He had solo and
studying on a scholarship to the Art Stu- group exhibitions in many places, including the San Francisco
dents League of New
Museum of Modern Art,
York for the 1928-29
the California Palace of
school year, Carlton
the Legion of Honor,
returned to San Franthe Garden Court at
cisco and rented his
the Palace Hotel, the
first studio at 2430
Whitney Museum in
Polk Street – and beNew York, the Museum
came a licensed pharof Fine Arts in Boston,
macist in 1931.
and Gump’s Gallery in
Carlton was comSan Francisco.
missioned to create
Carlton’s horse mutwo sculptures for
rals were painted in
the outside of Coit
about 1928, almost 81
Tower but funds were
years ago. But where are
reprioritized from the
they now? Does anyone
federal arts fund to the
remember seeing them
Works Project Adminor hearing about them?
istration (WPA). From Brents Carlton, circa 1930.
a new studio at 730 Montgomery Street, Does anyone have any clues that would lead
he created a major portion of his work, to solving this Hillsborough art mystery?
including four sculptural pieces commis- Memories, clues, relative family tales, call
sioned by the Golden Gate International Kathy Leroux, 650-375-7407.
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SOLAR MADE SIMPLE

New program offers special
discounts and workshops

Take advantage of a new program and
you can accomplish two great goals – make
your home and Town more “green” and
save money.
The Sustainable Hillsborough Task
Force, a group of volunteer residents and
officials working to help the Town and its
residents become more green and energyefficient, has developed a plan that allows
residents to easily and efficiently adopt
solar energy.
The new plan -- the Community Solar
Discount Program -- offers solar systems
at a discount. The more people who
participate in the program, the more the
savings. To take advantage of the savings,
residents must sign up for the program by
April 10, 2009.
The path is clear to undertake solar
installation. The Task Force and City Council have already approved the elimination
of the $505 solar permit fee to encourage
residents to install solar panels to generate free, clean, renewable energy for their
homes and pools.
Additionally, the new solar program
provides free solar workshops to learn
how solar power works and why it is not
only affordable but often less expensive
than utility power. Attendees will also
learn about government rebates, tax incentives, the home installation process and
special discount pricing for Hillsborough
residents. Attend one of the solar workshops, scheduled for Saturday, February
21, 2009 and Saturday, March 21, 2009
at Town Hall, both from noon to 1:30

p.m. Information is also available on the
Town’s website, www.hillsborough.net/
about/sustainable_hillsborough.asp, or
call Assistant City Manager Kathy Leroux
at 650-375-7407.
“The fact is that this Solar Discount
Program provides the homeowners of Hillsborough with a community of similarly
interested persons who can join together
and, using their joint buying power, get
solar for less than they could on their own,”
said Councilmember Paul Regan, chair of
the Town’s Sustainable Task Force. “In a
sense, the homeowners become their own
energy company,” he said, noting that the
program is a defense against the continually escalating prices of PG&E.
According to studies performed for the
Task Force, 46 percent of Hillsborough’s
Greenhouse Gas Emissions (GHG) is
generated by residential electricity and
gas. The average Hillsborough home
with a new solar installation could reduce
GHG by 188 tons per year. For a $400
monthly bill, for instance, the “green”
savings amount to: 1) equivalent to CO2
savings emitted by driving an average car
240,097 miles, 2) CO2 absorbed by 105
mature trees over 15 years, and 3) 68,674
gallons of water used in electricity generation. The reduction aids the environment,
but monetary savings to the consumer are
also significant and could also increase a
property’s value.
“Hillsborough has some big houses
that need a lot of heating,” Regan said.
“Solar offers a more conscientious way
of heating. The program provides a real
opportunity to step up to the plate and
make this happen.”

TOWN BRACES FOR
TOUGH FINANCIAL FUTURE

Hillsborough is preparing for a round
of belt tightening moves to respond to the
current economic challenges facing all municipalities, as well as the county, state and
the country. Department heads have already
had a productive and cooperative meeting
and submitted proposed budget cuts to the
city manager and to the City Council. Union
representatives and employee groups have
also begun a series of meetings with Town
management to discuss possible options to
help maintain a balanced budget.
“Citizens should know that all employees are thinking hard about each dollar that
is spent,” says Human Resource Specialist
Kristen Armbruster.
Hillsborough Finance Director Edna
Masbad projects a bumpy ride ahead, with
a potential decrease in future property taxes
failing to offset continually rising expenses,
plus the hard hit sustained by the Califor-

FIRE BLOTTER

During the last quarter of 2008,
Central County Fire Department
responded to the following calls:
• Fire and explosions – 28
• EMS/vehicle accidents – 663
• Hazardous conditions – 98
(these are down power lines,
gas leaks, chemical spills)
• Service calls – 119 (lockouts,
smoke removal, water issue,
assist invalid)
• Good intent calls – 97 (canceled enroute, smoke investigation without finding, unable
to locate)
• False calls – 118 (smoke detector activation, alarm sounding, malfunctioning alarm
system)

nia Public Employees’ Retirement System
(CalPERS). Councilmember Paul Regan,
commissioner to the Town’s Financial
Advisory Committee (FAC), agrees.
“It is likely that all cities will be
adversely impacted by assessments from
CALPERS during the next few years to
make up for its massive investment losses,”
he said. “It may be tough for a few years,
but if we continue to be prudent, we should
have resources to handle it.” Regan said he
would not be surprised if the State restructured the funding of benefits because so
many cities are struggling with the current
system. Should that occur, that may help
Hillsborough in the future.
The current budget picture could be
worse. As a result of careful and conservative planning over the years, Hillsborough
finds itself in a relatively stable state of
fiscal affairs. According to Regan, this
is because the Town has lived within its
means. “We’ve been careful in good years
and built a strong balance sheet,” Regan
said. For the time being, revenues still
exceed expenses.
Secondly, Hillsborough, unlike other
governmental agencies, has protected itself
against more risky investments, forfeiting
the extra percentage of gain for security.
“We didn’t see the financial collapse coming,” Regan admitted, “but other members
of the FAC and I felt we wanted to make
investments ourselves instead of keeping
our money in the San Mateo County investment fund, which we felt was not as
safe as treasury bills.” With the collapse
of Lehman Brothers, many cities and
school districts in the County lost millions.
Hillsborough suffered a relatively minor
loss of $156,000.
If everyone continues to work together,
we should be able to see these difficult
economic times through.

LeAnn Thornton

FOR HILLSBOROUGH RESIDENTS

Fire Safety Stars

Winners of the fifth annual Central County Fire Department Fire Poster Contest received awards at the October 13, 2008 City Council meeting. The posters were judged by the firefighters and carried the theme of preventing home
fires. There were 249 participants from the elementary schools in Hillsborough
and Burlingame, 137 from Hillsborough’s schools alone. The Grand Prize winner was a fifth grade student at West School.

GATEHOUSE ALMOST OPEN TO BID

Plans to reconstruct the Carolands
Gatehouse located at Ralston and Eucalyptus, with a public/private partnership,
are moving forward. An architect is on
board and the Town staff is working with
government agencies to secure the necessary
documents. City officials anticipate work
will begin this coming spring.
Resident Sally Meakin and the Save
the Gatehouse Committee solicited pledges
from residents to reconstruct the Gatehouse.
“We now have the funding,” Meakin said.
“I think it’s impressive that 99 percent of the
pledges came in and, in several instances,
donors gave more than they had originally
pledged.”
Meakin said her research shows that
the Carolands 1930’s subdivision, entered at
the Gatehouse, was California’s first gated
and guarded community. “The only other

older gated community I could uncover on
the West Coast was Broadmoor in Seattle,
1926,” Meakin reported. The original subdivision encompassed the area that is today
bordered by Chateau Drive, Highway 280,
Hayne Road and Robin Road.
PG&E began work last summer on a
project to relocate the power lines underground on Ralston Road in front of the
Gatehouse. Following completion of the
PG&E project and approval by government
agencies, the Town will begin reconstruction of the badly deteriorated Gatehouse
structure and remove two large eucalyptus
trees. The new gatehouse, designed to replicate the old one, will meet the Town’s green
building standards. Plans are to salvage the
slate roofing and ornamental decorations
and reuse them in the new structure. The
building will serve as a police substation.

Green Corner

–4–

How to be Part of the Global Warming
Solution…A Low Carbon Diet!

Our Hillsborough community generates about 92,000 tons of greenhouse
gas emissions each year. These global warming emissions come from energy
we use to heat and light our homes. Additionally, emissions come from driving our cars. California has a new law, AB 32, the Global Warming Solutions
Act, that requires us to reduce our greenhouse gas emissions by 15 percent
from current levels by 2020. That means we need to reduce our greenhouse
gas emissions or carbon footprint by about 13,800 tons. This will take action
from all of us in Hillsborough to meet this challenge.
So how do we reduce our carbon footprint? The good news is that reducing our carbon footprint can also save money. We can reduce our carbon
footprint by reducing our energy consumption, using solar or other renewable energy for our homes (see the related article on the new solar discount
program for Hillsborough residents) and driving less. Surprisingly, reducing
water usage also reduces the carbon footprint because it takes large amounts
of energy to clean, heat and transport water to our homes. Here are ways to
reduce our carbon footprint:

Make your Home Energy Smart

• Insulate your home appropriately and save about 30 percent on heating
costs. Talk to a contractor about insulating your attic, exterior walls, floors
and crawl spaces. PG&E rebates available.
• Replace your old furnace with a new unit that has a 92-94 annual fuel utilization efficiency rating (AFUE). PG&E rebates available.
• Recycle old energy-wasting appliances and purchase appliances with “Energy Star” ratings. PG&E rebates available and, in most cases, old appliances picked up free of charge.
• Visit www.pge.com/smarthome3 and learn more about home energy efficiency and visit hillsborough.net/about/sustainable for energy efficiency
actions and a list of certified energy professionals that help you identify and
prioritize the best energy savings for your home.

Drive Earth Smart

• Telecommute more and plan carpools for getting your children to school.
Don’t let your car or SUV idle while waiting at school.
• Purchase a hybrid vehicle and reduce single occupancy trips whenever possible.
• Take transit whenever possible (helps reduce “finding a parking space
stress” too).
• Remember that SUVs and cars that get 20mpg or less generate a pound of
greenhouse gas emissions for every mile driven.

CALENDAR

COMMITTEES

CITY COUNCIL MEETING
2nd Monday
6 p.m. - Town Hall

♦
CITY COUNCIL STUDY SESSION
Study Sessions are held as needed at Town Hall.

♦

CITIZENS COMMUNICATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Christine Krolik, Commissioner
Janet MacGregor, Chair
BeBe Trinkner, Vice Chair
Suzanne Boutin, Marie Chuang, Candace Lyche,
Diana Witzel, Adviser

ARCHITECTURE & DESIGN REVIEW
BOARD MEETING
1st and/or 3rd Monday
4 p.m. - Town Hall

♦

♦

DEPARTMENT COMMISSIONERS
John Fannon, Community Services
D. Paul Regan, Administration
Jess “Jay” Benton, Fire Department
Thomas M. Kasten, Police Department
Christine Krolik, Public Works

CENTRAL COUNTY FIRE BOARD
Jess “Jay” Benton, D. Paul Regan

ARCHITECTURE & DESIGN REVIEW BOARD
John Fannon, Commissioner
Mark Heine, Chair
Charlie Barnett, Carl Goldstone,
George Jewett, Jennifer Werbe
Lin Ho, Alternate
Printed on recycled paper

FINANCIAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE
D. Paul Regan, Commissioner
John Lockton, Chair
Kathy Ceremsak, Al Clark,
Josh Cooperman, Richard Kuersteiner,
Al Royse, David Steirman

HILLSBOROUGH RECREATION
342-5439
D. Paul Regan, Commissioner
Christine Krolik, Commissioner
HILLSBOROUGH CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT
Marilyn Loushin Miller, Superintendent: 342-5193
POLICE DEPARTMENT
Business: 375-7470, Alarm Specialists: 375-7472
FIRE DEPARTMENT
Business: 558-7600

NUMBERS
TOWN HALL
Administration: (650) 375-7400
Website: www.hillsborough.net
Town Hall Hours:
Mon. – Thurs. 7:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Fri. 7:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Emergency after hours and weekends: 375-7470
City Council: 375-7400
Main and Finance Department: 375-7400
Water (service and billing):
Mon. – Thurs. 7:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Fri. 7:30 - 12:30 p.m. 375-7402
Building and Planning: 375-7411
Public Works and City Engineer: 375-7444
CITY MANAGER
Anthony Constantouros: 375-7400
Comcast
Customer Service: 1-800-945-2288
PG&E (24 hrs.)
Outage Information: 1-800-743-5002
Customer Service: 1-800-743-5000
Allied Waste
Main Number: (650) 592-2411
Hazardous Material: (650) 363-4718

The Hillsborough Newsletter is published on a regular basis by the Town of Hillsborough to keep residents informed of local and Town news.
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The Polo Club

Mural Mystery

T

he memory of Carrie Carlton Helser, daughter of famed artist
Brents Carlton, is full of mental snapshots of her father. When
she was a small girl, she knew he was unlike any of her friends’
fathers. He came home from his work at the pharmacy with
little “watercolors” made from various medicinal tinctures or
pen and ink drawings on the backs of discarded receipts. Once home,
he would change out of his slacks, shirt
and necktie, put on jeans and a sweatshirt
and go to his studio for hours to work on
his latest project. On weekends, he might
silkscreen wallpaper for the dining room
or cut linoleum blocks for the family
Christmas card.
Helser remains fascinated with her father’s
work and dedicated to learning as much as possible
about his colorful yet short career. A Hillsborough
resident may be able to help.
Carlton died in 1962, when Helser was only
17 years old. “There is so much I didn’t get to ask
him, and so much I want to know,” Helser, a San
Francisco native and resident, said. She has spent
years researching and documenting the body of work
left by her father – paintings, sculptures, bas reliefs.
One piece of research unearthed an old hand-written
ledger book with the following entry – “7.30.28 Murals for Polo Club, Mrs. Geo. Pope, $101.50.” Helser
has located snapshots of the four murals depicting
ancient and even mythological polo playing scenes.
But where exactly was the “Polo Club?” Lumber millionaire George A. Pope lived in Hillsborough, and
the Burlingame Country Club was once housed in a
mansion built in the 1870s and owned by Pope. Was
the Polo Club at the country club? Do the murals still
exist? Does anyone remember seeing them?
The Polo Club murals were/are part of a large
collection of art created by Carlton who was active
in the San Francisco art scene. The artists who
painted the frescoes at Coit Tower were his contemporaries. Noted San Francisco Chronicle art
critic Alfred Frankenstein cited Carlton’s “exquisite
portraiture, classic sensitivity, sense of the rhythm,
the monumental, the decorative.”
Carlton was born in 1903 in New Mexico
and moved to San Francisco in 1924 where he
enrolled in the California School of Fine Arts,
now the San Francisco Art Institute, then housed
in a temporary structure on the site of the Mark
continued on page 3

These photos (and the photo on page
3) are from the Brents Carlton Estate.
The four pictured here, taken in 1928,
show the murals while in progress.
The murals were commissioned
in 1928 by Mrs. George Pope for
the Polo Club. But where was the
Polo Club?

