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n May 5, 2010, the Town
of Hillsborough will be 100
years old. Several special
events are planned to commemorate the occasion: a
parade, the dedication of the Centennial Park,
the installation of a time capsule, and a tour
of several historic homes. This important anniversary promises to be a time of reflection
and celebration. It also offers an opportunity
to look toward the future of Hillsborough
and to contemplate what the next 100 years
will bring.
Today Hillsborough covers slightly more
than six square miles, the terrain is hilly,
and the environment remains semi-rural.
When Hillsborough was established, the fi rst
ordinances were noteworthy for what they
excluded, yet these guiding principals are still
largely in place. There are still no sidewalks;
winding, rural streets traverse the Town,
obliging the driver to slow down and enjoy the
beautiful trees and catch glimpses of some of
the splendid homes in the area. In addition to
envisioning and realizing a community free of
those features that would normally define it,
the founders left a treasure-trove of unparalleled architectural works created by brilliant
individuals discovered and patronized by early
Hillsborough families. A century later, the
beauty of this inspiring architecture continues
to resonate throughout Hillsborough, the Bay
Area and beyond.
Hillsborough is indeed an unusual
town. From the beginning, educated and
well-traveled residents were able to utilize
the preeminent designers and builders of
the day to create the homes that came to
typify the Town. There is still no commercial
district, factory or waterfront to serve as a
focus. Hillsborough is a town that creates no
products and sells no goods. There has never
been an official town square or industry to
define the Town’s identity; grand estates filled

Early Hillsborough residents procured
the work of prominent architects, from
around the world, who also influenced
architecture in the greater Bay Area.
Pictured above is a home that George
Hearst, son of the newspaper czar,
had re-designed in 1930 by architect
Julia Morgan, who also designed the
Fairmont Hotel.It became known as
Hillsborough’s “White House.” The
very earliest residences were domeshaped huts (right) built by the Ohlone
native tribes.
the need for places to gather. While there is
now a police station, a town hall, and several schools, most events are still held in the
private residences that make up the Town.
Hillsborough is a residential sanctuary, an
architectural delight, and a truly American
development. There is also an undeniable
aspect intrinsic to Hillsborough, which is that
it inspires curiosity from those outside this
community and a sense of protection from
those within. The true history of this Town,
always a town, never a city, is made more
tantalizing by the inability of most visitors
to negotiate the geography of its tree-lined
twisting streets. Once elegant driveways,
the streets are beguiling, like a Möbius strip
that seems to disclose, yet just as effectively
conceal, the most beautiful places of all.

The first residences in what would come
to be known as Hillsborough were domeshaped huts made of woven tule reeds or
redwood bark covering a wood frame, which
were the homes of the Ohlone native tribes.
These indigenous people were hunters and
gatherers who lived in harmony with nature,
existing on what they could forage. Despite
the years that have passed, they continue to
maintain a distant presence, occasionally
making an unexpected skeletal appearance
during renovations to buildings or other
disturbances to the terrain.
Hillsborough’s inception as a town
really began almost 35 years prior to its
incorporation, when the land that would
one day become Hillsborough and much of
continued on page 2
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K9 ORIN JOINS POLICE FORCE
One afternoon several weeks ago, Corporal Rob Chinca and his K9 officer Orin
were driving through Hillsborough on their
regular beat. The skies were dark with rain
clouds and the wind was blowing. Visibility
was not good, but Chinca and Orin were
on the lookout for anything that appeared
suspicious. Orin would stand and move from
one backseat window to the other, ears up
and alert. He would rest awhile and then
repeat the action.
Orin is new to Hillsborough. The German Shephard was born and raised in the
Czech Republic and learned all his commands in Czech. But when he was trained
in the United States, he relearned them in
German (the more common language used
with K9s who often come from Germany).
Chinca, who owned a K9 once before, is
used to the German language and the trainer
wanted Orin to be ready should Chinca
revert to German commands in a stressful
life-or-death situation. Orin has learned
the basics and has solid K9 capabilities; he
is now learning the local ropes.
Of course, one of his biggest challenges
is simply keeping his balance in a cruiser
that has to navigate the twists and turns of
the Town’s narrow streets. But, according
to Chinca, Orin’s primary jobs are search,
apprehension and handler protection. Soon
Orin is scheduled to attend a two-week
tracking school. “Searching is more air-

Corporal Rob Chinca is in the process
of acclimating new K9 officer Orin to
the windy streets of Hillsborough and
the details of the police beats. Orin joins
a legacy of Hillsborough K9s who have
served the Town and greater Peninsula
well.
scent,” Chinca explained. “It’s sniffing the
air and finding a hidden suspect. Tracking
is more nose-to-the-ground, like tracking
down a lost child by following a trail.”
Since Orin has been on duty, he and
Chinca have responded mostly to alarm
calls. Should Chinca spot a questionable
situation such as an open door, he would
put Orin in search mode to hunt down a po-

POLICE BLOTTER
During January and February of 2010, The Hillsborough Police Department (HPD) responded to 2,056 calls for service. In those two months,
HPD arrested 10 adults and one juvenile, responded to and investigated one
injury and 13 non-injury vehicle collisions, and completed 114 police reports.
A sample of some of the calls for service that occurred during the first two
months of 2010 are:
• A person called HPD to report a hit and run. The person stated that a
green SUV had crashed into him in San Mateo and left the area without
stopping. When officers investigated and presented the reporting party
with the fact that his license plate had been located in a center median strip
less than one block away (along with fresh damage to the landscaping), he
admitted that he was involved in a solo vehicle collision and retracted his
earlier statement.
• A female caller requested officers respond to her home regarding a domestic dispute. Officers arrived and were asked to tell her husband to mind
his own business and to stay out of her private affairs. Officers provided
advice and mediated the situation.
• An adult male driver was arrested at 11 a.m. one morning for driving under
the influence of alcohol after he crashed his vehicle. The driver tested at a
.22 blood alcohol level and was booked into the San Mateo County Jail.
• HPD received two 9-1-1 calls at midnight one evening that reported that a
suspicious male was knocking on the door and was asking to come inside
to use their telephone. The person was located leaving the area of the calls
and a short vehicle pursuit ensued. The suspect crashed into a retaining
wall and was arrested and transported to the San Mateo County Jail. A
subsequent investigation revealed that the suspect was on probation for
narcotics sales and was a documented gang member.
• A number of residents called HPD to report that two solicitors were going
door to door and were attempting to sell a product called the “Wonder Genie.” Officers located the solicitors in question, provided them directions
out of town and advised them of the city ordinance against solicitation.
• The San Mateo County Sheriff’s Office broadcasted an immediate request
for mutual aid one day for assistance with a plane crash in East Palo Alto.
HPD Officers responded and provided assistance with scene management
and security.

Reminder:
• There has been an increase countywide in reports of vehicle burglaries.
The Hillsborough Police Department would like to remind you to lock
your vehicles when parked and remove all valuables (including GPS devices, laptops, iPods, cell phones, and backpacks or duffel bags). Thieves
are looking for anything of potential value to steal from your car. Please
report suspicious activity or persons to the Hillsborough Police Department at 650-375-7470.
• If you would like frequent news and crime alerts from the Hillsborough
Police Department, check out the Department’s Twitter feed at www.twitter.com/hillsboroughpd or their Facebook page at www.facebook.com/
hillsboroughpd.
• If you wish to have email alerts about public safety matters that affect the
Town of Hillsborough, please log on to www.smcalert.info and create a
free account. Once your account is created, select Hillsborough for your
alert group.
Prepared by Sergeant Nelson T. Corteway ncorteway@hillsborough.net.

tential burglar. “Dogs can find people in the
most unlikely of spots,” Chinca said. “One
time I was in training and my dog was in a
completely empty room. There was literally
no place to hide, but the dog was insistent.
It turned out that there was a hidden closet
in the wall. Without the dog, I would never
have found the suspect.”
In Hillsborough, most alarm calls are
false alarms. Chinca arrives at the scene and
acts like he is taking Orin for a walk. Unless
he sees suspicious activity, he will not alert
the dog. “Just like a human, the K9 can get
complacent if called into action too many
times with no result,” Chinca said.
On this stormy afternoon, Chinca
stopped to question a truck driver who had
pulled over to the side of the road. The driver
was lost. However, had the driver turned
aggressive toward the Corporal, Chinca
would have pushed a remote in his pocket
that would have opened the back door of
his police car, and Orin would have been
freed to protect his handler. “That tends to
deter a suspect,” Chinca said.
When Chinca had his fi rst K9, Harden,
they tracked a missing child across a large
piece of property and into the neighbor’s
back yard, where the two-year-old had
climbed a chain-link fence, taken off all
his clothes and was about to jump into the
neighbor’s pool.
“K9 units are expensive,” Chinca said,
“but if they save a life, find a suspect or
locate a lost child, they pay off.”
It is difficult to calculate the benefits K9s
perform in the schools. Orin is still learning to acclimate to people and the officers
in Hillsborough, in particular. Eventually,
Chinca will introduce him to the school
children, beginning with small classes where
the children will quietly line up and let Orin
come to them. As time goes by, and if Orin
adjusts like Harden did, he will romp and
play with the children. Children are drawn
to the police dogs, then by association to
the officers, and they grow up with positive
feelings about law enforcement.
Orin’s socialization begins at home,
with Chinca, his wife (and her shoes), their
10-year-old son (who Orin ignores unless
the boy has a treat in his hand), and the
family’s 15-year-old Labrador, Bella. Orin is
a handsome K9 – 70 pounds of solid muscle
wrapped in a sable-colored coat with hazel
eyes. He’s two and a half years old.
When Chinca visited Tyson to select a
dog, Orin chose him. “He just jumped right
up on me, and I said ‘That’s the one’.”
Orin joins a legacy of Hillsborough K9s
who have served their community and the
greater Peninsula well.

CALENDAR NOTES
• The new Hillsborough Concours
d’Elegance will be held on September 12, 2010 at Crystal Springs Golf
Course. More information will be
forthcoming.
• Tuesdays at Town Hall--Yoga will continue to be offered on Tuesdays from
8:30 a.m. to 10 a.m. throughout the
summer. Summer session begins June
1. New bridge classes will begin on
September 7. Please check http://www.
hillsboroughrecreation.com/ for class
details and updates.

LOST AND FOUND
Have you lost an item at Vista Park or
Town Hall? Check at the lost and found at
Town Hall. Contact Kathy Leroux at 3757407 for information.

STREET PATROL
LEADS TO LOVE
OF TOWN
Perhaps to the surprise of many,
one of the most active volunteers for the
Hillsborough Centennial Celebration
is not a Town resident but an officer
in the Police Department. Lieutenant
Caroline Serrato has devoted countless hours during
the past year to
researching the
Town and has
written a thorough and passionate historical
perspective. The
article was published in a local
magazine and,
while too lengthy Caroline Serrato
to run in full in
the newsletter, excerpts are included
in both this issue (front page) and the
Centennial insert.
Serrato, a San Diego native, has
been patrolling the local streets since
she was hired in 1996. During those
years, she became infatuated with
Hillsborough’s magnificent homes.
Out of a sincere love for the Town’s
beauty, she launched into a study of the
architecture and landscaping.
“What I uncovered were the tendrils of influence that radiated from
Hillsborough to the entire Bay Area,”
she said. “The wealthy residents
brought in home and landscape architects from all over the world and these
individuals often ended up affecting the
whole area. The best example is John
McLaren who was initially brought
over from Scotland to design a garden
in Hillsborough and ended up planting thousands of trees and designing
Golden Gate Park.
“I’m really proud to convey something that people maybe aren’t aware
of,” Serrato continued. “So often
we lose balance in talking so much
about the negatives in life, especially
in police work. This is such a positive
thing – that Hillsborough is part of an
amazing legacy.”

HILLSBOROUGH AT 100
Continued from page 1
San Mateo County was purchased in 1846
by William Davis Merry Howard. An
early California entrepreneur, Howard
made his fortune by the age of 27 and
sadly was dead by age 38. However, it
was his business acumen, generosity and
his fortunate partnership with his young
wife, Agnes Poett, that would create an
environment and an expectation that
gave rise to the Town and community
of Hillsborough, “so-named because it
was literally a hill town, or borough of
estates,” as stated in historical notes.
A sprinkling of other lush country estates followed his fi rst rancho and 100
years later, this exceptional grouping of
residences, and the individuals who make
them their homes, still make a signifi cant
impact with the spirit of entrepreneurship,
innovation and philanthropy that was
embodied by that fi rst family.
A longer version of this article recently
appeared in “La Peninsula,” the journal
of the San Mateo County Historical Association. See story above to learn about
author Caroline Serrato.

ALL INVITED TO ATTEND CENTENNIAL
Another reminder that your Town
is turning 100 this year and many fun
activities have been planned for the occasion. On May 5, 4 p.m. to 6 p.m., there
is a celebration at Town Hall. A Historic
–2–

Homes Tour has been planned for May
14, and on May 31 is the Parade of the
Century. See the insert for all the details,
plus pictures, history and school-day
memories of this special place.
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HILLSBOROUGH POLICE DEPARTMENT,
CROCKER ATTACK CYBERBULLYING
On January 14, 2010, a 15-year-old
high school girl from Massachusetts committed suicide. Like many teens in today’s
world of technology, she was a victim of
ridicule and bullying both at her school and
online. While Hillsborough City School
District Superintendent Anthony Ranii says
he has not seen a lot of cyberbullying in the
local schools, he admits it has occurred.
Hillsborough Police Department (HPD)
Inspector Peter Gould concurs, saying that
cyberbullying is defi nitely on the upswing.
“We get a call about every other month now
and we used to get none,” he said.
As a result of the activity, the school
district and HPD collaborated on a program
early this year to educate parents about
the problem of cyperbulling and teach
the Crocker Middle School students the
consequences of participation in the mean
and dangerous trend. “This is primarily
preventive,” Ranii said.
Parents gathered for a session in January. Inspectors Gould and Dave Young held
several hour-long sessions for the students
during CyberSafety Week at Crocker, dividing the students by grade to best address
the needs of each age group.
“The danger of cyberbullying is primarily psychological,” Gould said. Dr.
Gerald Amada, a San Rafael resident and
a nationally recognized lecturer and author
on student conduct issues, says cyberbullying is “a malicious and maligning way of
attacking the reputation of a person” and
can be “profoundly traumatizing.” It is most
prevalent among the middle school population. “You need to be strong to withstand
the insults,” Amada said. “And who, at

that age, is strong?
“If you are on the receiving end of cyberbullying, you feel defenseless,” Amada
continued. “Short of suicide, the damage
is humiliation, a shattered sense of self,
a feeling of becoming the person you are
accused of being, feeling worthless, and
underneath it all is a helpless rage because
you have no person to contend with.
“Problems can be confounded by the
parents of perpetrators who think this is
only adolescent playfulness. And sometimes parents become victims because their
children are victims,” he said, adding that
a family may choose to move away and
accept the hardships of relocating.
Amada concluded by saying that cyberbullying is actually a type of criminal
behavior and certainly is immoral behavior.
“It is far worse than people imagine,” he
said. “You need to awaken the perpetrators
to the fact that it is wrong.”
Educating teens about the damage
that cyberbullying can inflict is part of the
message delivered by Young and Gould.
Additionally, they try to demonstrate to the
students how transparent and public Facebook and other sites can be. “We remind
them that when they are online, they are not
anonymous, even though it may feel that
way,” Gould said. “These kids are bright and
savvy but they just don’t realize how much
personal information they expose. Information can be innocently placed on Facebook,
but once it is out there, it is out there and
Facebook owns the information.”
Before the workshops, students fi lled
out questionnaires about their internet use
which helped the officers direct their talks.

GREEN CORNER
CLIMATE ACTION PLAN
BEGINS WITH EDUCATION
Hillsborough’s latest step toward
becoming more energy efficient was
the unanimous City Council approval
of a Climate Action Plan in February,
2010.
The Plan will serve as the guiding document to identify methods and
programs that the Town and community can implement to significantly
reduce greenhouse gas emissions.
The most important benefit of
having the Plan will be to meet the targets of Assembly Bill 32 (California’s
Global Warming Solutions Act), which
requires that emissions be reduced
statewide by 15 percent (below the
2005 base) by 2020 and by 80 percent
by 2050. The Plan will also increase
opportunities for grant funding,
increase energy efficiency for residential and Town facilities, reduce costs,
improve air quality for new homes and
existing homes that have completed
home energy retrofits and provide
more efficient environmental processes
for projects.
The various programs, which
cover everything from saving on electricity to saving water and composting garbage, will be rolled out to the
community and detailed in this Green
Corner in upcoming months. “Most
of these things are common sense,”
said Councilmember Jay Benton.
“Economics will drive most people to
do them,” he said, explaining that residents will start to implement energy
and water saving habits as utility costs
continue to escalate.
Phase 1 of the Plan is focused
primarily on education and voluntary
programs. These recommendations

are, as Benton said, suggestions that
the populace will eagerly embrace because they make good economic sense.
They cover energy conservation and
financing for conservation plans, green
building techniques, water conservation, greywater options, landscaping
education, more efficient garbage
collection and recycling, energy and
water-saving city machinery, and
inclusion of sustainable policies and
goals in the Town’s General Plan.
Phase 2 moves toward mandatory
regulations aimed at achieving conservation goals. “The Plan uses a lot of
verbs like ‘consider’ and ‘encourage’,”
Councilmember Tom Kasten pointed
out. “If we can’t meet our goals that
way, we will have to move to mandate
the recommendations,” he said.
“Our goal is not to mandate but
to educate,” said Chief Building Official John Mullins.
The Plan is another outgrowth
of the Sustainable Hillsborough Task
Force, a group of officials and residents
created and charged with making
recommendations regarding programs
to reduce greenhouse gases in Hillsborough and to implement a Green Building Program. Much has been accomplished by the Town since the creation
of this Task Force, including receiving
grant funds from the Bay Area Air
Quality Management District and the
City/County Association of Governments, completion of municipal and
community greenhouse gas inventories, Greening Your Home events, and
adoption of a Civic Green Policy, Solar
Discount Program and the Residential
Green Building Ordinance.

“We let the kids drive the conversation. It’s
very interactive. It really hits home when a
student can fi nd out all sorts of information
about someone on their own. Then they
realize how much can be discovered about
themselves,” Gould said. The inspectors
teach the students about privacy settings,
among other precautions.
Gould and Young worked with the
parents on how to interact with their children. They recommend sitting down with
the kids and developing a Facebook page
together. That shows that the parents are
cool enough to understand Facebook and,
by sharing pages, parents can see what
their children are involved in. The inspectors recommend a number of helpful tips,
from not answering emails from strangers
to limiting privacy settings to “friends of
friends.”
Young said he also encourages students
to speak up when they feel threatened by cyberbullying. “The schools in Hillsborough
do a great job of investigating the incidents
and will absolutely contact us if anything
crosses over into criminal behavior,” Young
said. “The child should talk to whomever
they are comfortable with regarding any
possible incident where cyberbullying is
involved. Hillsborough residents should
know that if they contact school personnel
or the HPD, the situation will be handled
appropriately.”
“Facebook is the big boy on the block
right now,” Gould said. “Before it was My
Space and in the future, it will be something
else. It’s a moving target. But, with peer
pressure, kids will be doing whatever is new
so parents need to be involved.”
Gould added that the HPD embraces
the technology because it has a lot of positive features to offer, but you need to use
the sites properly.

TREE REMOVAL
REVISION UNDER
CONSIDERATION

Hillsborough is considering a revised
“health care plan” for the Town’s hundreds
of thousands of trees. The plan is aimed at
protecting the attractive and much-beloved
greenery by developing an appropriate system for removal and replacement.
The current code regulates the removal
of only very large trees with at least a 113inch circumference (36 inches in diameter)
– about the size of a fairly large round
kitchen table. The code does not address
very large trees under 36 inches in diameter
that would make a difference if removed or
removal of groves of trees. Additionally,
current practice requires that two 24-inch
box specimen trees be added for every large
tree removed. In some cases this requirement does not make sense, for instance
when adding new trees would negatively
impact the health of surrounding trees or
when an adequate number of trees already
exists at the site.
The Architecture and Design Review
Board (ADRB) is recommending a plan
that would require obtaining a permit for
removal of trees 75 inches in circumference
(24-inch diameter) or larger. The requirement does not mean that large trees cannot
be removed – rather that they cannot be
removed without a permit. A revised code
would also address flexibility in replacement
standards so that replacement trees are not
always required.
“We want to develop a good balance
between protecting the trees for everyone
and not micromanaging the situation,” said
Director of Building and Planning Elizabeth
Cullinan.
The Building and Planning Department
is looking for input on the topic. If you have
questions or comments, please contact Elizabeth Cullinan at ecullinan@hillsborough.
net or call her at 650-375-7416.

HILLSBOROUGH’S GARBAGE
PLANS TURN VERY GREEN
A weekly organics collection program
will be coming to Hillsborough. Organics
recycling basically consists of adding food
scraps and food-soiled items to the current green waste cart. Items such as fruits,
vegetables, coffee grounds and filters, meat
and bones, pizza boxes and paper plates,
napkins and cups make up about 15 percent
of our current trash stream and will now be
collected to be composted instead of being
sent to the landfill.
When the new program begins, organic
waste can be collected in a pail (provided
by the garbage company) or paper bag in
your kitchen and emptied into the outdoor
green waste cart, or the items can be added
directly to the cart. Recyclables, green waste
and trash will be picked up weekly. Residents
can still opt for side/rear-yard collection of
trash, but the recycling and green/organic
waste carts will need to be picked up curbside
as they are now
City Council approved the organics program at the December 2009 meeting, and it
is to begin by January 2011. A Town survey
indicated that residents were hesitant about
spending more for weekly service (required
if organics recycling takes place); however,
Councilmembers feel that implementing the
program is not only the responsible action
to take but that the long-term cost savings
could be significant.
The increase in cost for a weekly program is anticipated to be about $3.20 per
month for the average resident with a 32-gallon cart. However, the costs associated with
not implementing the plan, while not seen at
first glance, are likely to be substantial.
The local landfill, Ox Mountain, is
nearing its capacity. When that occurs,
garbage will need to be transported a much
–3–

longer distance, adding significantly to
the cost of collection. Organics recycling,
implemented regionally, will divert a large
percentage of garbage from the landfill, and
therefore extend its life.
Another hidden cost of not picking up
organic waste is the added cost to the maintenance of home and public sewer systems.
Organics sent down the garbage disposal
create excessive wear and tear on both the
homeowner’s and the Town’s sewer systems,
adding to the expense of maintenance and
operation, and also incurring extra costs for
processing at the sewer treatment plant.
Besides the big-picture financial benefits of organic waste collection, there are
substantial environmental benefits as well.
Organics placed into the garbage (and
therefore the landfill) create methane gas,
one of the most potent greenhouse gases that
contribute to global warming. Disposing of
organic waste through composting, rather
than the landfill, reduces methane gas and
creates valuable compost for gardening and
agriculture. The difference in methane gas
output is so significant that the Hillsborough
Sustainable Task Force determined that the
Town’s compliance with state greenhouse
gas emission reduction requirements would
not be met without instituting the organics
collection program.
“This is a move that makes sense from
both an environmental and an overall cost
point of view,” stated Councilmember Paul
Regan, noting that every other city in the
waste district has also adopted the plan.
As time nears to begin the new recycling
program, an extensive public outreach and
education effort to residents will begin
via the newsletter, special mailers and the
Town website.
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SCHOOL BUDGET CUTS
THREATEN PROPERTY VALUES
Residents of Hillsborough who currently have no children in South, West, North or
Crocker schools have reduced their support
for the local schools at the same time that
Sacramento and the economy in general are
levying a financial toll, City Council members learned at the recent annual meeting
held between Town and Hillsborough City
School District (HCSD) officials.
“Only 14 percent of the population
without school children is supporting our
schools by contributing to the Hillsborough
Schools Foundation (HSF),” said Councilmember Paul Regan. “That’s way down. We
would like to see that trend reversed because
our schools add so much value to the Town.
The revenue of the Town is dependent on
property tax, and schools drive property
tax values.”
The HCSD Board of Trustees voted
in late February to approve a $310,000
expenditure reduction for next year. The
reduction is on top of a $700,000 cut taken
last year, totaling approximately $1 million in cuts for the two years. The Board
voted on the reduction following numerous
surveys, five parent meetings, seven staff
meetings and two special board meetings, according to HCSD Superintendent
Anthony Ranii.
Two factors prompted the budget cuts,
Ranii said. First, Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger is proposing an annual $1.5 billion
cut to California schools. “This is not a
one-time fi x,” Ranii said, “but a structural
change.” Secondly, there is a change in
property values. “The California Consumer
Price Index is usually positive and is now
going down,” Ranii explained, “creating a
difference of about $250,000.”
The $310,000 expenditure reduction
translates to a reduction in arts and music
programs and teacher leadership positions,
elimination of kindergarten through second
grade Spanish instruction, reduction in staff
development, cuts in the central office staff
and less funding for technology, supplies
and other items.

While parents of school children are
giving as much as in the past, the community giving is down in both the numbers of
donors and the amount donated, according
to Julie Switky, Executive Director of the
HSF which typically raises 17 percent of
the entire school budget.
“That’s a significant part of the budget
which we count on to continue to provide
the outstanding educational programs
from which the community benefits,”
Ranii said.
Switky said there are a number of ways
to contribute to the Foundation, besides
an outright donation. On the Foundation
website (www.HSF.org) homepage, there are
three links at the bottom that lead to giving
programs. E-scrip is a way of forwarding
money to the Foundation every time a credit
card is used. HSF Garage provides a way
to buy and donate high-end goods. And
HSF Shopping is a way for the Foundation
to garner up to 10 percent of sales through
a number of the web’s most popular shopping sites.
“It’s now so easy to support the Foundation this way,” Regan said. “Schools get
money at no cost to the community members. I did a lot of my Christmas shopping
that way.”
Vice Mayor Tom Kasten said that his
family, like so many others, moved to Hillsborough because of its outstanding school
system. “The schools are a significant competitive advantage for our Town,” he said.
“The district consistently ranks among the
state’s top school districts. It is paramount
that we prevent any deterioration to our
schools. To that end, it is crucial that we
continue to support our schools.”
HSF was established after Proposition
13 passed in order to maintain the excellence
of the Hillsborough schools, said Mayor
Christine Krolik. “It is common knowledge
that most people move into Hillsborough
because of the schools. Property values are
intrinsically intertwined with the excellence
of the schools.”

TOWN BRIEFS
During the past quarter, City Council:
• Adopted a resolution memorializing no salary increases for any Town employee for 2010. The agreement will save the Town from 1 percent up to 3 percent
in personnel costs and could not have been accomplished without the cooperation of all Town employees.
• Approved purchase of two new police vehicles to replace cars that have 97,000
miles and 78,000 miles. The cost will be approximately $66,000 which will
come from the Police Vehicle Replacement Fund and a Supplemental Law Enforcement Services grant. One car, an administrative vehicle, will be replaced
with a hybrid to save on fuel costs.
• Awarded a contract for $17,000 for the sanitary sewer pipe project on Robinwood Lane. The old vitrified clay pipe collapsed in several locations making it
impossible to maintain by hand-rodding, and roots intruded into the main.
• Authorized participation in a grant application to the California Energy
Commission for a comprehensive residential building retrofit program
called Retrofit Bay Area. The goals of the program mirror those of the
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act, which include energy savings,
job creation/preservation and economic recovery. Estimates are that the
proposal will generate $6.7 million in annual energy savings, create or
preserve 1,739 jobs and contribute an economic impact of more than $170
million by promoting whole house energy effi ciency retrofits, throughout
the Bay Area.
• Agreed to fund further study of merging services of the Central County Fire
Department with departments in San Bruno and Millbrae. A recent feasibility analysis established that there could be significant savings from increased
cooperation. Hillsborough’s portion of the cost of the study is not to exceed
$20,000.
• Authorized the submittal of Hillsborough’s Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant application to the California Energy Commission to help
fund three energy efficient retrofits for Town facilities: indoor lighting upgrades, water pump motor replacements and upgrades to the Town Hall parking lot lighting.
• Authorized participation in the CaliforniaFirst program, which is being instituted by California Communities to allow property owners in participating
cities and counties to finance renewable energy, energy efficiency and water
efficiency improvements on their property via bond issuance. The bonds will
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BROOKS, JOHNSON JOIN
FINANCIAL COMMITTEE
David Brooks brings a life-long
banking background to the Financial
Advisory Committee (FAC). His first job,
when he was 14
years old, was with
a bank. His friend’s
father, who owned
a bank, thought
his son and Brooks
should work summers under his tutelage “so we did
not become juvenile delinquents,” David Brooks
Brooks laughed.
The summer experience made a
lasting impression. With an MBA from
Ohio State University, Brooks began his
banking career with Park National Bank
in his hometown of Newark, Ohio. At
age 29, he became president of another
bank. Brooks next moved to Chicago with
the First National Bank of Chicago and
eventually moved to San Francisco where
he rose to the position of vice chairman of
Crocker National Bank. When Crocker
was bought by Wells Fargo Bank, Brooks
moved to CitiBank, and later moved to
head of Member and Merchant Relations
at VISA before taking a couple of other
bank positions and finally retiring.
Brooks, his wife Carole and two
daughters moved to Hillsborough in
1975. Brooks said he has always been
inquisitive about what occurs in the
city and has wanted to be more involved
for many years but was prevented from
doing so because of business travel.
After retiring, he joined the board of
directors of Broadway by the Bay and
served from 2006 to 2009. He has also
been involved with the Big Brothers/Big
Sisters program.
Brooks said he is “delighted” to have
the opportunity to serve on the FAC. “I
want to add some value and make a con-

tribution to the Town,” he said. “These
are such demanding times and I want
to be a part of what needs to be done to
keep Hillsborough a good town.”
Maryellie Johnson is returning to the
FAC, having been on the Committee from
1989 to 1994. A person who has been
involved in bettering the community since
moving to Town in 1970, Johnson said
she wants to be involved in maintaining
the financial integrity of Hillsborough,
moving forward. “There are so many difficult financial issues we are faced with at
this time,” she said. “We have important
decisions to make about services and how
to pay for them.”
Johnson grew up on the East Coast.
She attended Radcliffe College, then
married and moved to the Bay Area.
At a later age, she went back to college
and graduated Phi
Beta Kappa from
Stanford University, where she proceeded to earn her
MBA. She worked
13 years for a public company in San
Francisco.
“I have a background in finance
and I love finance,” Maryellie Johnson
Johnson said.
“When you know where the numbers
are, you know what’s going on.”
Johnson said she loves the community of Hillsborough, too, and has been
an active volunteer. She has been very
involved with the Hillsborough Garden
Club and with the Hillsborough Beautification Foundation since its beginning,
as trustee and past president. She is currently chair of the new Centennial Park
renovation. “I am happy that the FAC
is taking me on and hopefully I can be
helpful,” Johnson said.

be repaid through the homeowner’s property tax bill.
• Awarded a contract for $42,000 for the regular maintenance of the Town’s
nine standby diesel generators located at Town Hall, the Municipal Service
Center, the Police Department and various water tank sites and sewer lift stations.
• Authorized appointment of a part-time Public Works superintendent who will
mentor and supervise Public Works supervisors and direct day-to-day activities of the crews. Additionally, the superintendent will assist with researching
new technologies and methods to be employed in the Town’s operations and
will administrate state mandates, including the sanitary sewer overspill annual
report. Pay will be $90 per hour.
• Approved a $57,500 contract to expand the existing outdoor water budget
program to all of the Town’s 4,300 water customers. The program is designed
to provide properties with bi-annual outdoor water budget reports. The local
water organization has found an average of a 10 percent reduction in water
use from Hillsborough property owners who received the low-cost, monthly
report.
• Authorized a $10,000 advance to the Hillsborough Concours d’Elegance
Committee for preparation for the September 12, 2010 event. The funds will
be paid back no later than June 30, 2010.

People
• City Council awarded Certificates of Appreciation to Allason Clark, Jr. and
John Lockton for their service on the Financial Advisory Committee. Clark
served from January 1999 through December 2009. Lockton served from
August 1998 through December 2009 and was chair from February 2008
through December 2009.
• Janet MacGregor and BeBe Trinkner were honored by City Council for their
service on the Citizens Communication Advisory Committee. Trinkner served
from June 1996 through December 2009 and was vice chair for the last year.
MacGregor served from February 2003 through November 2009 and was
chair for the last year.
• City Council honored Public Works Maintenance Worker Mike Martinelli
upon his retirement after 15 years of exemplary service to the Town.
• City Council issued a proclamation to the Boy Scouts of America in honor
of their 100th anniversary, which was February 8. Local troops were
thanked for their donation drive for the troops in Afghanistan – 80 boxes
full of cards, treats and necessities were mailed as a result of the drive.
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Hillsborough Centennial
Everyone Is Invited To Celebrate!
WEDNESDAY, MAY 5
CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION
AT TOWN HALL
4 P.M. TO 6 P.M.
Program includes special guest speakers, dedication
of Hillsborough Beautification Foundation Centennial Park, burial of the 2010 Time Capsule, Crocker
Essay Contest winners, birthday cake, entertainment
and other festivities. There will be an exhibit of old
Hillsborough photos and memorabilia in Town Hall.
There will be a drop-off area at Town Hall for anyone
needing special assistance.

FRIDAY, MAY 14
HISTORIC HOMES TOUR
10 A.M. TO 3 P.M.

Top, Roblar Avenue [SOURCE UNKNOWN]
Center, First Town Hall [SAN MATEO COUNTY HISTORY MUSEUM]
Below, Carolands c.1914 [SAN MATEO COUNTY HISTORY MUSEUM]

Five historic Hillsborough homes will be open for
viewing. Three of the homes were built in the 1890s.
This event is sponsored by the Community Service
League (CSL). Information and tickets can be found
at www.cslsanmateocounty.org. Tickets will be $50 in
advance and limited tickets will be available at Town
Hall on the day of the event for $60. Ticket price
includes a San Mateo County Historical Association
presentation film of the Great Estates of Hillsborough
hourly beginning at 10:30 a.m. at Town Hall.

Top, Roblar Avenue [PHOTO: HILARY MCMAHON]
Center, Town Hall [PHOTO: HILARY MCMAHON]
Below, Carolands

MONDAY, MAY 31
MEMORIAL DAY
PARADE OF THE CENTURY
10 A.M. TO 1 P.M.
The parade will start at Town Hall and wind its way up
Floribunda Avenue to the North School field where it
will culminate in a barbecue, music and entertainment
to celebrate the day. Everyone is invited to participate
in the parade and have lunch at North School field.
Parade participants need to complete a parade registration form by May 1. Forms are available at Town
Hall and are easy to download from the website at
www.hillsborough.org. Special accommodations will
be made for seniors and handicapped participants. For
special assistance or more information, call 650-3757508 or www.hillsborough100.org.

Growing Up in Hillsborough – Memories
DIANA WINTERS WITZEL
I remember the Woodland Theater
which was an amphitheater situated
at the back of South School. It was
used as a stage for
concerts, performances, and an
area for square
dancing for
physical education
classes. Daily (if
it wasn’t raining)
students sat on the cement steps to
eat their lunch. The Maypole dance
was performed by fourth grade students as part of the annual May Day
celebration. Eighth grade graduation
was held in the Woodland Theater
with girls in pastel dresses and boys

in suits, white shirts, and ties.

ANN KAMMERER CURRY
In the early 1940s, my dad purchased
some Hillsborough property bordered
by Floribunda, El Camino, and Bellevue. On the property were two of
the original Arthur Page Brown 1892
“cottages” and a small residence that
was formerly a dairy and small barn. A
friend of my father’s loaned us a pinto
mare, named Penny,
from his ranch in
Point Reyes. My
brother George
and I would come
home from South
School and ride
Penny bareback

up to Crocker Lake and other sites. It
seemed ideal, but Penny kept slipping
out of her old stall to trot up Floribunda to the Burlingame Country Club
and graze on their greens. After several
incidents, the kind Hillsborough fi remen, who would ultimately retrieve
her, requested that she be returned to
the ranch in Point Reyes.

GREG BUNCKE
My parents moved into our home on
Kingswood Drive in the far western
part of Hillsborough in 1957. For
years, our backyard was adjacent to
an expansive open area south and
west of our home. My father bought
a 1942 Willis Jeep and would load
the family and local kids and take

www.Hillsborough100.org

off into the “fields” for a Jeep ride. I
have wonderful recollections of
birthday parties with my family and
friends having a picnic and games in
the “fields” overlooking the Crystal
Springs Reservoir
near the “Flintstone’s” house.
We had an unobstructed view of the
beautiful Crystal
Springs water shed prior to the 280
freeway and the Doran Bridge named
after Sgt. Doran, a Hillsborough
policeman, killed in the line of duty.
He was also the father of my second
grade friend, Chris Doran; a day I
will never forget.
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Hillsborough’s Earliest Schools
BIRTHDAY PARTY AT THE
SCHOOLS

3
1
2

THE 2010 TIME CAPSULE BOOK
Each class at North, South, West
and Crocker completed two pages
for the “2010 Time Capsule Book.”
The first page celebrates what they
remember in 2010, and the second page
includes a class photo and a wish for
the children of 2060. One “2010 Time
Capsule Book” will be given to each
school for display in the library and one
will be buried in a heritage time capsule
at Town Hall in Centennial Park.

1. Hoitt School. Begun in 1902 in
Redington’s old home, this prestigious
institution was on 156 acres.
2. 1932 South School classroom.
3. After the ﬁrst Uplands was moved
to another property (see photo #5),
the second Uplands, once the home of
Templeton Crocker, became Crystal
Springs School.

4

8

HILLSBOROUGH HISTORY HUNT
Each of the schools is participating
in the “Hillsborough History Hunt.”
Visit the website at www.Hillsborough100.org and join the hunt.

4. St. Matthew’s Military Academy. A
boarding school for boys from across
the United States and Hawaii from
1866 through 1915, it was located at
Seabury and Brewer.
5. The First Uplands was moved in
1916. [PHOTO: POPULAR MECHANICS, 1916]

5

HILLSBOROUGH HISTORY
TREASURE MAP

9

The Hillsborough History Treasure Map will be distributed to the
students at the schools’ birthday party
on May 5 and is easy to download from
the website www.Hillsborough100.
org . Prizes will be awarded for the
completed Treasure Map on May 31
at the Parade of the Century.

6. Nueva School is situated in what
was once W.W. Crocker’s home located on 103 acres given to him by
his father William H. Crocker.
[PHOTO: NUEVA SCHOOL]

7. Town Hall plaque. After it ofﬁcially
became the Town of Hillsborough in
1910, the Town Hall, Fire Department
and public school was located at Richmond and Roehampton.

6

ADOPT-A-UNIT

10

[PHOTO: HILARY MCMAHON]

8. South School 1917-1969
9. 1931 class photo at Hillsborough
School, now South School.
10. South School 1917-1969
11. Taken in 2010 from the same perspective as photo number 10.
Note the same tree in both photos.

7

[PHOTO: HILARY MCMAHON]
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Growing Up in Hillsborough
SALLY DUTTON MEAKIN
In the 1950s as part of an air-raid
drill, we North School students were
led up a dusty road one hot afternoon to Jennie Crocker Henderson’s
home (now the Farm Lane area)
where we sat in
total silence in
her basement near
the elevator shaft.
From experiencing a dark,
creaky basement
to watching the
alarming TV public service spots,
you better believe we kids had nightmares about the atom bomb.

GERI CHRISTENSON FORRESTER
I remember Crocker Lake as a wonderful swimming hole. As teenagers we would walk up to the lake
and swing out on ropes attached to
trees, dropping off into the water. It
was sort of a “Tom Sawyer” adventure and took a bit of courage since
the water was murky and was home

On May 5, the Mayor and City
Council members will be stopping by
at each of the schools to kick off the
birthday celebrations. After hearing a
short history of the Town, the students
will sing Happy Birthday and enjoy a
birthday treat!

to various unseen
creatures. Many
dares and challenges were issued
and accepted at
the edge of the
water, ranging
from who could
swing out the furthest to who
could do the best somersaults and
cannonballs. Years later, I would
hike up to the lake, no longer to
swim, but to search for Miner’s
lettuce and other edible wild greens
and to enjoy the serenity and solitude
of the lake.

KEVIN DELEHANTY
It seems like in the late 60s that there
were a lot of homes but nobody lived
in them. That is how it seemed to me
when I was a kid here. We used to go to
the top of San Mateo Creek up above
West Santa Inez, in the spring after the
rainy season, when the water was still
flowing pretty strong, and float or walk
all the way down through South School

and into downtown San Mateo. We
could spend all day doing that because
in those days, you could leave your
house early in the
morning and weren’t
due back until
dinner. On the way
down the creek, we
would have to walk
right through several
back yards and I
don’t remember ever seeing anyone in
them. What a great place to grow up,
then and now.

BAILEY LOGAN MEYER
As a teenager I used to be awakened
in the morning by cattle mooing at
Home Place which was over the back
fence of my parents’
home. There used to
be a small herd there
along with other
farm animals such as
chickens. The roosters would join the
early morning chorus.

www.Hillsborough100.org

The Town of Hillsborough has
proudly adopted U.S. Army Unit, H&H
Company, First Brigade Combat Team,
101st Airborne Division (air assault),
unit nickname “Warriors,” deployed
in Afghanistan: Operation Enduring
Freedom. All are encouraged to participate in the Adopt-A-Unit by bringing
an item for the troops to the Parade and
dropping it in the designated collection
bin. Visit http://www.hillsborough.
net/about/displaynews.asp?NIV=254
to get more information and to find
out what the soldiers need.

CENTENNIAL MEMORABILIA
FOR SALE
All items will be available for sale
at each of the Centennial celebrations.
Visit the website www.hillsborough100.
org for more information.

CENTENNIAL LOGO
CLOISONNE PINS
$3 EACH
HILLSBOROUGH
MAPS
$19.10 EACH
T here are
historic maps for
sale. The Centennnial edition
of the official
map of the Town of Hillsborough, 1928
(18”x24”) and a map of Hillsborough
Park and vicinity, 1930 (11”x17”).

CENTENNIAL PARADE OF THE
CENTURY T-SHIRTS
A limited number of Centennial
T-shirts will be available for purchase.
$10 each for youth size and $15 for
adult size.
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Barroilhet House (LEFT) Henri
Barroilhet, banker, built one of
Hillsborough’s ﬁrst homes c. 1870.
[SAN MATEO COUNTY HISTORICAL MUSEUM]

Redington House (CENTER PHOTO)
Howard’s son-in-law John
Redington built his home in 1867.
[SAN MATEO COUNTY HISTORICAL MUSEUM]

Summerholme on Pepper Avenue.

Hillsborough, California:
One Hundred Years of Gracious Living
teenaged mother and her 31-year-old husband
were the unlikely founders of Hillsborough,
California. In 1850, newlyweds William Davis
Merry (W.D.M.) Howard and Agnes Poett
Howard became the sole owners of Rancho
San Mateo, 6,500 acres of rolling hills, creeks,
and prairie grass that covered all of today’s
Hillsborough as well as northern San Mateo
and southern Burlingame. The mid-Peninsula
rancho wasn’t the couple’s only property. Howard had been
buying property on the continent’s west coast for years.
Thus, in the summer of 1849, W.D.M. was already wellto-do when 16-year-old Agnes stepped off her ship onto a
San Francisco pier. Howard liked to meet the ships at the
pier, ever alert for new business opportunities. When he
first saw Agnes, however, he saw opportunity of another
sort. Within one month, they married, and within a year,
Agnes gave birth to a son, William H. Howard.
During Agnes and W.D.M. Howard’s brief seven-year
marriage, they contributed extensively to San Francisco’s
nascent institutions, including the police and fire departments, schools and hospitals—enough so that a street
south of Market was named after them. However, it was
during Agnes’s second marriage, to W.D.M.’s younger
brother George, that the newly configured Howard family left its biggest legacy on the mid-Peninsula community
they helped create.
From 1856 until Agnes’s second husband George died
in 1878, George and Agnes turned their mid-Peninsula
ranch home, El Cerrito, into an epicenter of local society
life and philanthropy. Their home was the gathering place
of Agnes’s extended family: Her father Dr. Joseph Henry
Poett, her brother Alfred Poett, and her sister Julia Poett
Redington and their families all lived in what is now Hillsborough. The extended Howard family became pillars of
the growing community of wealthy estate holders on the
Peninsula. The Howards donated the land and construction costs for St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church, where both
W.D.M. and George are entombed. Later, George and
Agnes also donated land for the formation of the Congregational Church of San Mateo on Tilton Avenue and San
Mateo Drive. Agnes’s brother Alfred, a civil engineer,
laid out a number of roads still in use in Hillsborough, as
well as St. John’s Cemetery in San Mateo where Agnes is
interred. Perhaps the Howards’ most lasting legacy, however, resulted from their decision to hire John McLaren as
El Cerrito’s landscaper. For 15 years, from 1872 to 1887,
McLaren planted thousands of trees, literally transforming the native barren, dry grasslands of this area into the
lush landscape of mature trees and beautiful plantings that
mark the mid-Peninsula today.
During the last half of the nineteenth century, portions of the vast El Cerrito estate were sold to other San
Franciscans, who fled San Francisco’s fog each summer to
enjoy the rural, equestrian lifestyle available on the midPeninsula. Thus, by the time of Agnes’s death in 1893, a
second generation of wealthy mid-Peninsula residents had
reached adulthood.
One of these second-generation men, Francis Newlands, decided to market a portion of his property to his
prosperous peers. Newlands hired a respected architect,
A. Page Brown, to build five summer “cottages” on a large
block just north of where St. Paul’s Episcopal Church is
now located. When the cottages did not sell, he decided to
form a country club, with the hope that the club amenities

A

1. 1929 Carolands Gatehouse
being framed.
[PHOTO: ROBIN O’CONNELL]

2. Gatehouse
with a live-in
attendant
[PHOTO: ROBIN O’CONNELL]
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3. Gatehouse rebuilt with citizens’
donations 2010.
[PHOTO: ROBIN O’CONNELL]

4. The train depot
was built by Redington in 1894 to
commute to San
Francisco.
[PHOTO: 1908, SOURCE
UNKNOWN]

3

4

would attract future homebuyers.
In 1893, Newlands convened a group of influential
local men and the Burlingame Country Club was born.
Not surprisingly perhaps, Agnes’s first child, William H.
Howard, then 43 years old, was a founding member. The
other founding members were, by and large, sons of early
California titans of industry—men who made their money
by finding gold and silver, by providing supplies or financing to those who did, or by constructing transportation
systems to connect the new State of California with the
rest of the country.
For the next two decades, from 1893 until the start
of World War I, an active club and social life developed
on the mid-Peninsula, centered around the Burlingame
Country Club. In 1894, the club members helped fi nance
a stylish new train station, at the base of what is now Burlingame Avenue, to receive their San Francisco guests in
style. Walter S. Hobart, Jr., heir to a large silver-mining
fortune, introduced fox hunting to the club. Joseph D.
Grant, the son of a prosperous Gold Rush merchant, helped
introduce polo to the club. It became a very popular club
sport, especially after polo enthusiast Frank Carolan and
his heiress wife, Harriett Pullman Carolan, moved to the
Burlingame-Hillsborough area, which was then universally
called “Burlingame.”
hen the Great Earthquake of 1906 struck, refugees
fleeing San Francisco found small lots for sale at
affordable prices in a subdivision that William H.
Howard (the son of Agnes and W.D.M) had made
10 years earlier. The local population grew fivefold in one
year, as refugees flooded into Burlingame. To address the
many changes occurring in the community, the Town of
Burlingame incorporated in 1908. Two years later the
wealthier families found that they did not share many of
the same goals as the newly incorporated residents of Burlingame, such as paved sidewalks and street lighting. Not
eager to be part of the tax base that would fund these goals,
the families living west of El Camino Real incorporated
the Town of Hillsborough in 1910.

The community in Hillsborough was formed by families
who built summer homes to escape the fog and to enjoy
gracious living and entertaining—far from the grit of urban
living. Although the residents’ names and industries have
changed in the last century—from mining and transportation
in the early days to new entertainment-related businesses,
specialty retail businesses, and biotech businesses in the
twenty-first century—the essence of the community has
not changed. Hillsborough continues to be the place where
titans of industry enjoy The Good Life: gracious country
living within a generous and civic-minded community.
Joanne Garrison is the author of “Burlingame Centennial: 1908-2008”. A longer version of this article recently
appeared in La Peninsula, the journal of the San Mateo
County Historical Association.
Copyright © 2010 by Joanne Garrison

The Runabout

W

www.Hillsborough100.org

This 1909 George N. Pierce runabout, once
owned by Jennie Crocker, and now her son
Robert Henderson, is making its way from
Texas to participate in Hillsborough’s Parade
of the Century on May 31. This car has been in
the Crocker family for more than 100 years.
[PHOTO: SAN MATEO HISTORICAL SOCIETY]
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The Beaux-Arts Inﬂuence
By Lt. Caroline Serrato
Hillsborough Police Department
t would be difficult to overestimate the
impact that the Beaux-Arts classical
design style has had in shaping the
culture and aura that represents that
je ne sais quoi that is Hillsborough.
There are three Beaux-Arts mansions
in the Town. Each one is a wonderful
representation of this style and would be significant in any community, but to have three
such jewels is a truly amazing legacy that
deserves celebration and preservation.
The Beaux-Arts design also has its
roots in the Chicago World’s Fair. One
of the primary designers of the Exposition was Daniel Hudson Burnham, who
was optimistic that by creating beautiful
structures, people would become inspired
in a positive way that would lead to the
betterment of all. His vision continued to
influence urban design until the start of
the Great Depression in 1929. Some of the
common characteristics that are found in
the Beaux-Arts style are a flat roof, arched
windows and doors, and symmetrical and
classical details that suggest Greek or Roman architecture. The coordination of these
classic design elements bestows a majestic
presence to the building.

I

UPLANDS II

of Daniel Burham’s work and ideas and
who had worked with Burnham in Chicago.
Uplands II was built on the site of Uplands I
and was the fi rst Beaux-Arts classical mansion in Hillsborough. The 37-room mansion
cost more than $1.5 million to build and
contained more than 35,000 square feet of
living space, with 39 rooms, 12 bedrooms
and 12 bathrooms.

CAROLANDS

LA DOLPHINE

[PHOTO 1]

Templeton Crocker began to replace
Uplands I in 1917 with a grander abode.
As his architect for the new residence, he
selected Willis Polk, who was a supporter

[PHOTO 3]

Carolands, the second Beaux-Arts
Classical style mansion, was designated as
significant by placement on the National
Registry of Historic Places, which classified
it as “unquestionably one of the greatest
residential spaces in America,” as well as
achieving recognition as a California Historical Landmark. Harriet Pullman Carolan
commissioned architect Ernest Sanson, a
graduate of École des Beaux-Arts de Paris,
to design the mansion and landscape architect Achille Duchêne, a luminary of French
landscape architecture, to landscape the
grounds. Pullman utilized Willis Polk, who
had come to the area at the suggestion of
A. Page Brown, to implement the designs,
thought to be modeled after Vaux-le-Vicomte, and to build the residence on the
nearly 600-acre parcel of land.
[PHOTO 2]

The third example of Beaux-Arts
classical design is La Dolphine, which was
built in 1914 for George Newhall and still
stands. Both the residence and the formal

Hillsborough’s
Oldest Homes

1

2

3

garden were designed by well-known Bay
Area architect Lewis Hobart. They have
striking French influences with regard to
style and design; the front entrance of the
mansion is evocative of Marie Antoinette’s
Le Petit Trianon at Versailles, and the entire
building takes the shape of a cross. The
house is listed in the National Registry of
Historic Places in the areas of architecture
and landscape architecture under two classifications: as an excellent example of the
style and as the work of a master.
Hobart is perhaps best known for
implementing the design of Grace Episcopal Cathedral that was built on Nob Hill
on land donated by the Crockers. Hobart
also designed other well-known estates in
Hillsborough, such as Strawberry Hill,
which was built in 1910, and George T.
Cameron’s Rosecourt, which was built
in 1913.

Strange, but True
• While excavating near a home on El
Cerrito in 1988, workers dug up a
partial skeleton of an Ohlone Indian
that was 900 years old. Credit: Lt.
Caroline Serrato, Hillsborough
Police Department.
• Explorer Van Couver, who camped in
Hillsborough, killed a grizzly
bear near 3rd
Avenue in 1792.
• The site of one
of California’s
last stagecoach
robberies in
1905 is marked
by a plaque on
Crystal Springs
Road.

Growing Up in Hillsborough
BARBARA ‘VAUDY’ GARDNER

In 1892, developer Francis Newlands
built ﬁve “cottages” on 16 acres that
were integral in the birth of Hillsborough. Two are still there, one was
moved to Pepper Avenue (see photo
lower left), one burned, and one was
razed for new homes (see Summerholme photo, page 3).
Above, Newhall Manor 1929
Left, 1892 Burlingame cottage, 50
Kammerer Court [PHOTO: TED DOBOS]

I moved to Hillsborough as a 9-yearold from San Francisco in 1926.
There was, of course, only one
grammar school
at the time, the
Hillsborough
School. Certainly,
life was different
then. We were
not permitted to
walk to school
alone even if we lived close by.
Instead, a number of us were driven
to school by our family chauffeurs or
accompanied by nurses. Occasionally, family dogs would follow us
and had to be sent home. My class
at the Hillsborough School was the
largest in history at that point with
18 students. But, other grades were
so small they were combined into
one classroom. In what became the
cafeteria building (the building still
standing), there were two classrooms
where special shop classes were
taught to the boys and domestic

science (cooking and sewing) were
taught to the girls. Lunch was not
served at school. Instead, we were
driven home for lunch. On special
occasions, it was a great treat to have
our lunch delivered. At the time, the
school needed playground equipment. I remember that my father simply had the rings and bars fabricated
by his company, the Market Street
Railway. I graduated in 1930. As
part of our eighth grade graduation
ceremonies, we put on an operetta.
The day after the performance, we
graduated in the Woodland Theatre,
the girls all in white dresses.
Believe it or not, when we turned 14,
we were allowed to get our driver’s
license. I was taught to drive in Baywood which at the time had roads,
but not yet houses. To get my license, I
simply went to the Hillsborough Town
Hall where the police chief asked our
chauffeur if I knew how to drive and
then presented me with my license.
Hillsborough has been a grand place
to live for the last 84 years!
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