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town information

Mayor Jess “Jay” Benton
Vice Mayor Laurence M. May
Marie Chuang
Shawn Christianson
Alvin Royse
TOWN COUNCIL MEETINGS
2nd Mondays
6 p.m. at Town Hall, 1600 Floribunda Avenue
TOWN HALL
Randy A. Schwartz, City Manager
rschwartz@hillsborough.net
Administration: (650) 375-7400
Town Hall & Water Department Hours:
Monday – Thursday: 7:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Friday: 7:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Building and Planning: (650) 375-7411
Finance Department: (650) 375-7400
Public Works and City Engineer: (650) 375-7444
Water (service and billing): (650) 375-7402
After-hours, Urgent Service (650) 375-7470
POLICE DEPARTMENT
Mark O’Connor, Chief
Non-emergency/24 hours (650) 375-7470
Code Enforcement Hotline: (650) 375-7572
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GLASS HOUSE LEGEND
BEGAN IN HILLSBOROUGH

1600 Floribunda Ave.
Hillsborough, CA 94010

HILLSBOROUGH TOWN COUNCIL
(650) 375-7400
council@hillsborough.net

q u a r t e r

CENTRAL COUNTY FIRE DEPARTMENT
Don Dornell, Chief (650) 558-7600
CENTRAL COUNTY FIRE BOARD
Marie Chuang, Commissioner
Mayor Jess “Jay” Benton
ARCHITECTURE & DESIGN REVIEW BOARD (ADRB)
Board Meeting 1st and/or 3rd Mondays
4 p.m. – Town Hall
Laurence M. May, Commissioner
Eric Nyhus, Chair
Lionel Foster, Christian Huebner, Julie Tenenbaum,
Jerry Winges, Nan Ryan, Alternate
CODE ENFORCEMENT HEARING PANEL
Wallace Baldwin, Richard Reisman,
Leonard Mezhvinsky
FINANCIAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Alvin Royse, Commissioner
David Steirman, Chair
David Brooks, Kathy Ceremsak, Josh Cooperman,
Maryellie Johnson, Richard Kuersteiner
Paul Regan, Emeritus Advisor
CITIZENS COMMUNICATION
ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Shawn Christianson, Commissioner
Julie Borden, Chair
Suzanne Boutin, Vice Chair
Paul Saffo, Lia Turk, Ann Malouf
Diana Witzel, Advisor

HILLSBOROUGH NEIGHBORHOOD NETWORK
(HNN) Emergency Prep
hnn@hillsborough.net
Marie Chuang and Shawn Christianson,
Co-chairs
Lia Turk, Coordinator
Sue Johnston, John Luongo, Terri Cruce,
Diane Kounalakis, Matt Ken, Area Chairs
HILLSBOROUGH CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT
(650) 342-5193
Anthony Ranii, Superintendent
Lynne Esselstein, School Board President
HILLSBOROUGH RECREATION
(650) 342-5439
Tony Giacomazzi, Director
tgiacomazzi@hcsd.k12.ca.us
Jess “Jay” Benton, Town Commissioner
Laurence M. May, Town Commissioner
Lynne Esselstein, HCSD Commissioner
Steven Koury, HCSD Commissioner
Michele Bosschart, Member at Large
UTILITIES
COMCAST (800) 945-2288
PG&E (24 hours) (800) 743-5000
PG&E Outage Info: (800) 743-5002
RECOLOGY (650) 595-3900
Hazardous Material: (800) 449-7587
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oseph Eichler, architect of glass-wall
homes, has become a legend. His
mid-century modern homes, built
for younger families moving to the
suburbs around the 1950s, sold for
less than $10,000 but are now revered.
Eichler owners love living in harmony with
nature and in community with each other.
They tend to be creative types who see the
simplicity of the homes as a blank canvas that
invites artistic expression. Between 1949 and
1974, Eichler built 11,000 homes, mostly in
the Bay Area.
The spark that ignited the Eichler movement began in Hillsborough. In 1943, Eichler
was a businessman living in the Frank Lloyd
Wright Bazet home on Reservoir Road. His
business failed, he looked for another business
opportunity, saw the immense housing shortage created by the lack of building following
the Great Depression, and decided to construct
homes. He was greatly influenced by Wright
and other modern designers, approached a
firm with his ideas, hired the best architects
and eventually started building.
Because his homes were designed for
California living, most of his projects were in
the Bay Area. He built homes for individual
properties, as well as 50 developments – including in Sunnyvale, Palo Alto, and San
Mateo. Originally, there were 10 Eichler
homes in Hillsborough. Some have been torn
down but a few still exist, with a particularly
well-preserved Eichler sitting on Fagan Drive.
The resident of an Eichler on St. Francis Road
says she has lived there since 1990 and finds
the light environment afforded by an Eichler
a perfect cure for the doldrums.
Monique Lombardelli has a special interest in mid-century homes and hopes the
remaining Eichlers stay forever. She is not
the only one. In a film she produced, called
“People in Glass Houses,” residents from
Eichler communities talk about their love
of the homes, saying the open style of living
seems to affect the care residents of the communities have for each other. They love both
their homes and their neighborhoods.
Eichler homes were featured on a number of magazine covers. “Sunset” called the

homes the epitome of California living. In
the film, Eichler’s son said his father was not
driven by profit alone, but by a mission to
build these high-quality, affordable homes.
Because Eichler hired outstanding architects
and worked with the same construction outfit
for years, he was able to continually improve
on his designs.
The openness of the homes, groundbreaking design at the time, is achieved by a
particular style of architecture, explains Paul
Adamson, author and architect. The typical
home is wall-bearing – solid walls that hold

LeAnn Thornton

up the roof – allowing for small openings for
windows and doors, he said. But Eichlers are
post and beam construction, which opens up
space for glass so that there are no “pokey”
openings as in a regular house. He calls
Eichlers “living pieces of art” that blend nature on the outside with shelter on the inside.
Architects and residents refer to living in an
Eichler as “an experience,” as a place that
“calms you.” They say the impression is that
the entire house is in the yard. Walking into
an Eichler has been compared to walking
into a painting.

Joseph Eichler derived inspiration from the Frank Lloyd
Wright home on Reservoir
Road (left and below), where
he lived for awhile. He built
many homes in the Bay Area
including the one above on
St. Francis Road.
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Don DORNELL RETIRES FROM LIFE OF
CHERISHED COMMUNITY SERVICE

Friday, April 12 was a bittersweet day
for Central County Fire Chief Don Dornell.
He was getting ready to move from the area
where he had lived his whole life and he was
packing up the office in the Central County
Fire Department (CCFD) where he had spent
all but two years of his entire career.
An email arrived from one of the firefighters. It read, “I appreciate having had a
chief who valued community service as much
as I do and who allowed me to do the things
I wanted to do.”
“That makes me feel good,” Dornell said.
It was that service and connection to the
community that stand out most for Dornell
during his 37 years of firefighting service in
San Mateo County.
“You get real connected with the
community,” he said.
“As soon as you go
on your very first
call, you recognize
you are there because
someone needs help.
You are there doing
something that no
one else (at that time
and place) can do. You
focus on the task at
Don Dornell
hand. It’s rewarding
to know you did a good job. I always considered myself a person who did whatever I
could when called upon. And that is at the
core of those who serve in a fire department.”
Born in San Francisco in 1951, raised
in Millbrae and educated in the local public
schools, Dornell considered a career in police
work, became a plumber, and worked in
the San Carlos Parks and Recreation Department before a friend persuaded him to
apply for a firefighting position. The physical and mechanical parts of the firefighting
job appealed to him, so he studied and was
hired in Piedmont. When a position opened

in Burlingame, he jumped at the chance to
return to the Peninsula, his home.
After his six weeks of training, on his
first day on shift, he was called to help fight
a significant fire. “That just reinforced my
decision to become a firefighter,” he said.
“And there has never been a day in my career
that I have regretted that decision.”
As Dornell moved up the ladder in his
career, away from the adrenaline rush and
reward of the front-line calls, he never lost
the original feeling. “As you move up the
ladder, the responsibility changes,” he said,
“but the overall mission stays the same. As
the chief, you need to manage and facilitate
the organization so that the personnel are in
the position to provide the best service; they
need the right training, the right equipment
and safe equipment. You focus on all of those
things. It’s all tied to the same mission.”
When Dornell looks back, he says he is
proud of a number of achievements.
As administrator of the San Mateo
County Fire Recruitment Academy for seven
years and Fire Technology Instructor at the
College of San Mateo for 15 years, he was
involved in training since the mid-1990s and
has personally been able to develop today’s
firefighters.
“I’m proud of the fact that we have good
people and that the CCFD is looked upon as
a place people want to work.” Dornell leaves
a Department that is a leader in the county in
training and special operations. The talent of
CCFD personnel has landed them in leadership positions on county, state and federal
committees. “For a small organization, we
do big things,” Dornell said.
As chief, he has guided the CCFD
through the second worst economic times in
the nation. “With tough economic demands
on the organization, we accomplished some
dramatic things but most importantly, no
one lost their job,” he said.

City Council recognized Chief Dornell for
his many years of outstanding service.
Under the chief, the CCFD has made
changes and progress, garnering thousands
of dollars in grant money to implement
cutting-edge programs. “We have gone over
and above what a fire department is asked
to do,” Dornell said.
Dornell looks back on the excitement of
arriving at fire calls when you don’t know
what you will be faced with. He looks back
on times of challenge and accomplishment.
He recalls with amusement and gratitude the
extended drama of freeing a young boy’s leg
from an electric gate and finally lifting him
to safety, only to bang the boy’s head on an
overhanging ledge. “He was fine,” Dornell
laughed, “but can you believe it. All that care
and worry, only to have the kid hit his head.
But he brought me cupcakes the next day.”
Dornell looks forward to a life of retirement with his wife, Debra, in the home Dornell
built in Arnold, California. Retirement will,
of course, include time with the Calaveras
County Sheriff’s Search and Rescue Team.
“I enjoyed my stint as chief and the
opportunity to serve the people of Hillsborough,” Dornell said. “I leave knowing
the Department is headed in the right direction, with a commitment to provide quality
service.”

NEW AGREEMENT
PROTECTS WATER
CUSTOMERS
Even if a majority of San Francisco
residents votes to drain the Hetch Hetchy
Reservoir and restore the Hetch Hetch
Valley, it cannot be done without the
agreement of its wholesale water customers, Hillsborough being one.
To provide long-term protection for
the customers, the Hillsborough City
Council voted in March 2013 to have the
Town enter into a Water Supply Agreement (WSA) with the city and county of
San Francisco and wholesale customers
in Alameda County, San Mateo County
and Santa Clara County to assure that
the existing condition of the reservoir is
maintained unless the parties agree to
a further amendment to the WSA that
meets certain conditions. And it details
the terms by which the customers will
purchase water from the regional water
system, which includes the Hetch Hetchy
Reservoir.
The move was prompted by a 2012
initiative placed on the ballot by a group
named Restore Hetch Hetchy, which called
for draining the reservoir and restoring
the valley. The initiative was defeated
but the group said it would continue to
pursue its goals.
Because the initiative was on the
ballot in San Francisco only, the wholesale customers could not vote on the
matter. Yet the wholesale customers use
two-thirds of the water provided by the
system and pay two-thirds of the costs
of building, operating and maintaining
the system.

COUNCIL RECOGNIZES RED CROSS
AND LOCAL VOLUNTEERS

The City Council, at its March meeting,
proclaimed March 2013 Red Cross Month,
recognizing the Bay Area Chapter for a
number of accomplishments, and two local
employees for their involvement.
During the past year, the local chapter
helped more than 1,066 people with temporary housing, clothing, food and mental
health counseling during 392 local disasters;
trained more than 50,843 people in lifesaving
CPR, first aid, water safety and preparedness education; provided aid to more than
770 local military families; provided nearly
158,717 units of red cells, platelets, and
plasma to patients at 28 Bay Area hospitals;
deployed 122 people to hurricane Sandy;
deployed 32 people to hurricane Isaac; and
deployed 18 people to the Colorado wildfires
and tropical storm Debby.
Hillsborough Public Works Secretary
Rachelle Ungaretti serves as the chair for
the Red Cross Bay Area Chapter Leadership

Council. Fellow worker Jose Valle, Water
Division Department lead worker, also
volunteers with the Leadership Council.
One of Ungaretti’s projects is the 2013
San Mateo County Heroes Breakfast to
be held on Thursday, May 30, 2013 at
the Poplar Creek Grill. The event honors
community members who have stepped up
to do the right thing. At the 2011 Heroes
Breakfast, Matthew Bernardo, the son of
Hillsborough Assistant Finance Director
Marie Bernardo, received the Youth Lifesaving Hero Award for saving his sister’s life
during the San Bruno pipeline explosion.
Valle will be the site manager at Save
A Life Saturday, for the third year in a row.
The event will be held June 1, 2013 at the
Siena Youth Center in North Fair Oaks
in Redwood City. Volunteers will provide
training in hands-only CPR and emergency
preparedness at no cost. For information
about these events, go to www.redcross.org.

Save the dates!
Memorial Day Parade,
Carnival and Community
Music Festival

Monday, May 27, 10:30 a.m. Parade
begins at Town Hall, goes up Floribunda to Eucalyptus and ends at North
School. Parking available on street near
route and on the Crocker blacktop with
shuttle. For more information, go to
www.hillsboroughparade.com.

Hillsborough Harvest
Garden Workshops

2 – 4 p.m. on the following dates:
May 19; June 2, 16, 30; July 14, 28;
and August 11, 25. Drop-in gardening
for adult volunteers is offered every
Wednesday from 9 – 11 a.m. For more
information, go to www.hillsboroughharvestgarden.org.
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57th Annual Hillsborough
Concours d’Elegance

Sunday, July 21, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at
Crystal Springs Golf Course. Gorgeous
and rare classic cars, delicious food, a
don’t-miss family tradition! For more
information, go to www.hillsboroughconcours.org.

Hillsborough Schools
Foundation 20th Annual
Fun Run

Sunday, June 2. For more information,
go to www.hsf.org or call the HSF office
at 650-344-2272.

Outdoor Movie Night

Friday, August 30, 7 p.m. Hillsborough
Town Hall. Presented by Hillsborough
Recreation.
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“We hope to keep going, growing and
bringing in more volunteers,” said Lennie
Gotcher of Hillsborough’s Harvest Garden
in 2010. The garden indeed grew – it has
sprouted out all over, producing pounds of
fresh fruits and vegetables for local charities and giving dozens of adults and youth
a down-to-earth education on the benefits
of the ground beneath them.
On St. Patrick’s Day this year, a class of
pre-kindergarten children nosed around the
garden looking for tiny potatoes that had
been hidden earlier in the day. The students
planted their own little potatoes and learned
about how they grow.
Last summer the Hillsborough Beautification Foundation (HBF), which is responsible for developing the garden, started an
internship program for high school students.
From April through September, the students
work with adult volunteers to learn about
gardening and help with the youth workshops during the season. Each student is put
in charge of two beds where they can plant
whatever they want. They give presentations and help keep the garden data binder.
Applications far exceeded acceptances this
year, verifying the success of the program.
On September 29, 2013, the Harvest
Garden will hold its first ever Farmer’s
Market at Town Hall to showcase their
produce and programs.
“We’ve been very successful,” said Harriet Love, who co-chairs the Garden with
Gotcher. “We hold workshops two Sundays
a month with many middle and high school
student volunteers. We have had visits from
local charities and scout troops and have
helped Crocker and high school students
fulfill their community service hours. Plus,

Harriet Love

THE BEST PLACE IN TOWN
TO GET DOWN AND DIRTY

The Harvest Garden grows fruits,
vegetables and the minds and skills
of dozens of volunteers. Left and
below are students of a pre-kindergarten class who relished a handson garden experience this spring.

everything we harvest goes to local food
banks.” To date, the Garden has donated
2,700 pounds of produce to local charities.
The Garden is a “seed to harvest”
experience for all, Love emphasized. Volunteers and youth alike learn about organic,
pesticide-free gardening from beginning to
end; they learn what plants grow and thrive
in Hillsborough; and, they work the soil and
get their hands dirty.
The Garden, built with permission of the
San Francisco Public Utilities Commission
on a plot of their land in 2010, is located
near Town Hall. It is run by a core group of

adult volunteers from HBF, the Town and
the National Charity League.
“We have six new committee members,”
Love bragged. However, while the Garden
has a large crop of young volunteers, additional adult volunteers are always needed.
Contact numbers and more garden information can be obtained from the website
hillsboroughharvestgarden.org.
Amidst the politics, business and general
anxiety of everyday life, the Harvest Garden
is a place where peace, charity, knowledge,
love, dedication – and broccoli and beans
– blossom.

SMOOTH RIDING AHEAD, WILLIS SAYS

According to Public Works Director
Paul Willis, a quiet residential town such
as Hillsborough should have a much higher
PCI rating, so raising that PCI rating is one
of his top goals for this summer.
PCI is engineer-speak for the Metropolitan Transportation Commission’s (MTC)
Pavement Condition Index, or in layman’s

language, how smooth the roads are. The
top score is 100; Hillsborough’s score is 72,
but other cities in the area rank as high as
86. Hillsborough has primarily residential
traffic with few large commercial vehicles
that wreak havoc on pavement. Therefore,
Willis feels the Town should achieve and
maintain a higher PCI rating.

Town Briefs
During the past quarter, the City Council of Hillsborough:
• Authorized execution of an agreement, not to exceed $12,500, to assist in
replacing the Town’s telephone and voicemail system. The Town initially
purchased its current telephone system more than 20 years ago and the
voicemail system was last upgraded more than 16 years ago. As the Town
has evolved, its operational needs have expanded and the limitations and
age of the system have begun to impact staff’s ability to maintain system
interoperability. The agreement for consulting services includes assistance
in creating a request for proposal (RFP) including a needs assessment,
evaluating proposals from vendors, selecting the vendor, drafting the contract, serving as project manager, facilitating the training of employees and
implementing the new telephone and voicemail system.
• Awarded a contract to consultants for $74,000 to inventory and analyze
the Town’s reflective traffic signs and roadway striping to bring them into
compliance with the requirements set by Congress which recently established minimum retroreflectivity standards for signs.
• Passed an ordinance that prohibits a contractor from tearing up a street
1) that has been repaved, for a period of five years and 2) that has been
resealed, for a period of two years, with some exceptions for development
and emergency infrastructure repairs. The ordinance will improve the
longevity and quality of the Town’s roadway system and have a long-term
positive fiscal impact.
• Authorized execution of a contract for an analysis of the fiscal impact to
the Town of the 2012 Nueva School Master Plan update in an amount
not to exceed $12,405 to be paid by Nueva School. The Nueva School has
submitted an application to the Town for changes to the 1996 Master Plan
which includes a request for an increase in enrollment from 400 to 500 students and a net increase of additional building area of up to 18,040 square
feet to accommodate a new middle school building, a new environmental
center, covered sports court, café expansion, and a new multi-purpose
building, over a projected 15-year time period.

The Town was recently awarded a
$457,000 grant from the MTC that will
be coupled with the Town’s paving budget
of $1.37 million to improve more than a
quarter of Hillsborough’s 83 miles of streets.
Work will begin this summer, first on the
roads with the lowest PCI. Depending on
the severity of the condition, the streets
will either be treated with an “overlay,”
which means grinding down the existing
pavement and applying new asphalt, or they
will receive a “cape seal,” which means they
will be repaired with a new coat of protection. This summer, slightly more than six
miles of roadway will be “overlayed” and
almost six miles will be sealed. Another 10
miles will receive preventative maintenance
crack sealing.
The scheduled pavement work was
determined by a consulting engineering
firm, approved by the MTC, who drove and
walked every mile of roadway in Town to
develop an inventory on the condition of
all the roads. Design work for the paving
has been completed and bidding is awaiting
approval from CalTrans.
While the summer project takes place,
Hillsborough’s Financial Advisory Committee (FAC) will be reviewing a 10–year
analysis submitted by Willis that outlines the
funding needed to achieve various levels on
the PCI. The FAC, staff, and City Council
will need to weigh budget constraints against
optimum street surfacing to develop the
best paving maintenance plan for the Town.
Willis added that City Council recently
passed an ordinance that will protect new
street resurfacing. The ordinance prohibits,
with certain exceptions, a contractor from
cutting into a newly paved street for five
years or a newly sealed street for two years.
The new ordinance and a program that
funds street repair while the streets are still
fairly functional will boost the PCI rating
and keep residents rolling smoothly.
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HOME SECURITY
BEGINS WITH
YOU AND YOUR
FAMILY

Making your home less attractive
to burglars is all about creating as
many layers of security as possible.
The more layers of security you
have, the less likely your home will
be burglarized. Consider adding the
following layers of security to your
property:
• Install security cameras on your
property. Consider the installation of a front door camera and
monitor system which allows
you to view the entry area from
within your home or even from
a remote location.
• Be sure your alarm system is
turned on every time you leave
the house, or consider getting an
alarm system if you don’t have
one in place.
• Have your alarm system connected directly to the Hillsborough Police Department (HPD)
for a faster response time in case
of an emergency.
• Have alarm systems checked and
maintained a minimum of once
a year.
• Test your alarm connection with
HPD by first calling our dispatch
phone at 650-375-7470 and telling the dispatcher you want to
test your 911 line.
• Always lock your doors and windows when you leave the house,
even for a short time.
• When away from home, have motion lights, timers and a radio on.
• Place your home on the HPD
watch list when you are away (call
dispatch at 650-375-7470) and be
sure your contact information in
the HPD resident file is updated.
• Have a neighbor pick up mail,
newspapers, and packages or put
them on hold when away.
• Conceal your valuables or secure
them in a bolted down safe.
• Be sure all door and hinge screws
are 2 ½ – 3 ½ inches.
• Have a secondary lock on all sliding doors and windows.
• Install dead bolts on all perimeter
doors and locks on gates.
• Lock side gates and place “Beware of Dog” signage on your
gates.
• Have adequate exterior lighting. Motion activated lights
are recommended for the entire
perimeter of your home.
• Never leave keys under doormats,
flowerpots, mailboxes or other
“secret” hiding places. Burglars
know where to look for hidden
keys.
• Think like a burglar. “Case”
your own home and look for
easy ways to make entry. Then
take steps to correct those vulnerable spots.
• BE A GOOD NEIGHBOR;
REPORT ANY SUSPICIOUS
ACT I V IT Y, PEOPLE A ND
CARS RIGHT AWAY. WHEN
I N D OU BT, C A L L H P D
AT 911 OR DISPATCH AT
650-375-7470.
If you have any questions about
home security or if you would like a
comprehensive HOME SECURITY
INSPECTION of your residence,
please contact Officer Dana Tandy
at 650-375-7591 or dtandy@hillsborough.net to schedule an appointment.
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RESIDENTS VOICE CONCERNS
ABOUT PROPOSAL TO ADD CELL
PHONE TOWERS IN town

RAY YÑIGUEZ – SENIOR BUILDING
INSPECTOR/PLAN CHECKER
There is a room near the office of
Ray Yñiguez that depicts exactly what
this man’s job involves. The room is
lined with dozens of cubby holes, each
filled with rolls of housing plans, neatly
organized into sections depicting the
Town’s approval process – some recently
submitted, some waiting for review, and
so forth. It’s daunting, but Yñiguez is on
top of it all. Each day he unfurls the rolls
and reviews the plans for code compliance, fee assessment, and consistency on
duplicate sets of plans.
The final set of plans is a culmination
of the work of the homeowner, architect,
contractor, engineer, Town staff and
members of the Architecture and Design
Review Board (ADRB), and Yñiguez is a
key player in bringing that all together.
Consequently, he is the most recent recipient of the Employee Excellence Award.
“It was a total surprise – a nice surprise – to get this award, however, I’m just
one small part of a great team,” Yñiguez
said. “I help out with all the different
aspects of the (Building and Planning)
Department and am also heavily involved
with the police and city attorney through
code enforcement.” And because he is
almost always in the office, he assists staff
with residents, contractors and architects
when they come into Town Hall with
building-related questions.
“Ray has demonstrated a unique
ability to, first, look at the interests of
the community as a whole on a macro
level and, second, somehow never ‘break
a sweat’ no matter the variety or level
of customer service needed. This skill,
no doubt, has some relationship to his
experience within a family including 10
siblings,” said Director of Building and
Planning Elizabeth Cullinan.
Yñiguez is a Bay Area native. He
attended South San Francisco High
School and the College of San Mateo.
He earned his bachelor’s degree in clini-

cal psychology at
San Francisco State
University, but has
been in construction work all his
life. His father was
a general building
contractor. Though
Yñiguez loved the
field of psychology,
he could not let go
Ray Yñiguez
of construction. He
came to Hillsborough as a volunteer for
a former Town building official, Mike
Meloni, and never left.
Yñiguez started official employment
with the Town as a building inspector in
1998. Five years later, he was appointed
Senior Building Inspector/Plan Checker.
He reviews and processes all plan submittals. With the exception of some new
homes, he plan checks, approves and
prepares building permits for most permit
applications.
“The toughest part is keeping everything in line and keeping the process
smooth so there are no surprises or delays.
That requires looking for inconsistencies,” he said.
“The best part is seeing residents
get what they wanted to get and to have
a pleasant experience. We are not here
to keep residents from doing what they
want; we are here to assist them achieve
their goals while assuring code compliance and safety.”
Yñiguez lives in Sunnyvale with his
wife and three daughters. The youngest
is a senior in high school and the other
two daughters are in college. Yñiguez was
featured a number of years ago in this
newsletter as the man behind the interesting old typewriter collection at Town Hall.
“We thank Ray for his unique contributions and dedication to his co-workers
and the citizens of Hillsborough,” Cullinan said.

hillsborough TO BRUSH
AWAY FIRE DANGER

In 2007, Southern California was on
fire, literally. Central County Fire Department (CCFD) took one look at the inferno
and decided to improve its ability to prevent
a similar catastrophe from occurring locally. The result of the effort is called “The
Town’s Open Space Vegetation Management
Plan.” Under this Plan, the Public Works
Department will embark on a program
this summer to thin out open space areas
that currently present high fire danger and
to create “defensible space” of 100 feet
from structures that abut wildland areas
(also known as wildland urban interface
areas). The program will be funded in
part by a FEMA grant of $624,000, with
the remainder of the cost being absorbed
by the Town. Continued maintenance for
three years is included in the project. The
overriding benefit to the residents will be
the potential saving of lives and property.
The project will not begin until the

FIRE BLOTTER
For the first quarter of 2013,
January through March, Central Country Fire Department
(CCFD) received the following
calls for service:
• Fire calls: 33
• Explosions: 5
• EMS/rescue: 683
• Hazardous condition: 73
• Public assistance: 127
• False alarms: 123

environmental process has been completed
and the plan has been presented to the public
and City Council. Council will be appointing
a citizens committee with representatives
from each of the six wildland areas to help
with public outreach. The bulk of the work,
scheduled to begin in late summer, will take
about a year to complete with restricted
work periods in the winter. The vendor
will return in the second and third years to
finish the work. The Town will take over
maintenance in the fourth year.
Areas targeted, from north to south, are
the Spencer Lake area, the Macadamia area,
the Crocker Lake area, a small area off of
Darrell, a small area off of Southdown and
Woodridge, and the Tobin Clark area. Work
requires the removal of brush, dead limbs
and grasses from open spaces. There will be
no live tree removal. Machines will enter the
canyons and open space and clear out one
fourth to one third of the fire fuel to create
a mosaic pattern among the live chaparral
that would further deter the spread of fire.
Machines will also remove brush to
help create 100 feet of defensible space
from structures adjacent to wildland areas.
Residents are responsible for defensible space
on their own properties; the Town takes responsibility for the space from the property
line to the 100-foot mark. For instance, if a
resident’s yard is 40 feet deep, then the Town
will clear the remaining 60 feet.
In total, the Town will be treating about
88 acres of open land abutting properties.
“This project is very important to a large
portion of this Town,” said City Manager
Randy Schwartz.

More than 130 residents packed Town
Hall on March 11, 2013, to voice their opinions over an attempt to install cell phone
towers throughout Hillsborough and the
possible ramifications. The City Council
held meetings in February, March and April
(each with large numbers of residents in attendance) in order to receive input from the
community on this critical matter.
The more than 30 residents who spoke
at the March meeting said they were concerned about decreased property values
in the vicinity of the cell phone towers
should they be erected, aesthetics of the
tall structures, and possible health risks.
Many said they would rather accept their
existing cell phone service than open the
doors to multiple companies installing new
aerial structures throughout Town without
regard to Hillsborough’s unique character.
Residents suggested everything from
alternative placement of the structures
and “booster” systems in their homes (to
improve service) to boycotting Verizon
(the carrier proposing the new and modified poles through its contractor Crown
Castle). Calling the proposal “a violation
of our rights” and an act with national
implications, they even proposed asking
residents to finance a legal fight “all the
way to the Supreme Court.” Many residents
thanked the Council and Town for asking
for public opinion regarding the actions of
the contractor and the California Public
Utilities Commission (which initially gave
permission to install the towers). Rather
than the Town being dictated to, several
residents called upon the Council to try
to work with the organizations toward a
solution that would improve wireless and
cell phone service while still maintaining
the aesthetics of the community.
One person said he would welcome
improved cell phone coverage and is not
bothered by the aerial structures. Another
person said residents worried about radiation from the proposed structures should
also be worried about their current cell
phones, microwaves, televisions, etc. The
Council was advised by legal counsel that,
under existing Federal law, the Town cannot
consider health effects when considering
wireless site permits.

–4–

At the Town’s invitation, representatives from numerous cell phone companies
met with City Council and staff on April 8
to discuss the parties’ viewpoints, with an
eye towards mutually beneficial solutions.
After considering input from the various parties involved, it is the intention of
City Council to propose a new wireless
ordinance for the Town.
By way of background, Hillsborough
first adopted a wireless communications
ordinance in 2006 to regulate the location
of wireless communications facilities in
a manner that recognizes the benefits of
wireless communications technology while
accommodating the values of the community. Since then, new legislation and court
rulings have reshaped how local wireless
ordinances are to be applied.
In light of these significant changes, the
City Council adopted a moratorium on the
processing of all wireless communication
facilities in September 2012 to allow the
community and staff an opportunity to study
the issue of how to properly balance wireless
needs, infrastructure impacts and community
aesthetics, and then to develop a new Town
wireless ordinance to reflect that balance.
In March 2012, the Town learned
that Crown Castle, a contractor working
for Verizon Wireless, intends to install 13
new wireless antenna nodes in the Town’s
rights-of-way on behalf of Verizon Wireless.
Four of these wireless sites would be on
modified wood telephone poles, while the
other nine would be on new aerial structures,
each 35 feet to 45 feet high, and associated
ground structures. The project also involves
trenching about seven miles of the Town’s
roadways, plus the installation of about
eight miles of new overhead fiber optic
cable lines on existing telephone poles, and
installation of various new wireless utility
boxes in the Town’s public rights-of-way.
The Town’s public rights-of-way are immediately in front of residential properties
and are often landscaped and enjoyed by
private property owners.
Lawsuits were filed by both parties, and
the public hearings on the issue are part of
the process of working out how best to address the issue and develop an appropriate
Town ordinance.

police blotter
During the first quarter of 2013, the Hillsborough Police Department
(HPD) responded to 3,031 calls for service. In those three months, HPD arrested seven adults and one juvenile, responded to and investigated one fatal
and 12 non-injury vehicle collisions, and completed 103 police reports. They
also conducted 795 vehicle checks, 173 traffic stops, checked on 2,899 watch
list homes, performed 758 security checks at the schools and other facilities,
and investigated 163 suspicious persons and vehicles.
Some of the notable calls for service that occurred during this period are:
• Officers investigated a report of missing items from within a home.
Through the course of the investigation, a family member who did not
live in the residence was identified as the suspect. He was ultimately arrested and booked into the San Mateo County Jail for embezzlement and
possession of stolen property when he attempted to pawn some of the
stolen items.
• While investigating a report of a suspicious vehicle, officers determined that
an adult was providing marijuana to a juvenile. The adult was arrested for
contributing to the delinquency of a minor and was released on a citation.
• Officers were dispatched to a report of a suspicious person who was staggering in the roadway. Upon arrival, the officers located the subject who
was too intoxicated to care for himself. He was arrested and transported to
First Chance where he was released on a citation.
• During a traffic stop, a female driver was found to be under the influence of
alcohol. While investigating this driver, officers also located cocaine in the
vehicle. She was booked into the San Mateo County Jail for possession of
cocaine and driving under the influence of alcohol.
• At the request of the San Mateo County Superior Court, officers went to
a residence in Hillsborough on a warrant service. A female who resided at
the residence had two no-bail felony drug-related warrants. The female was
located, arrested and booked into the San Mateo County Jail.
Police Blotter prepared by Sgt. Nelson T. Corteway
Send comments to ncorteway@hillsborough.net

