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Don’t forget:

CONSERVE

WATER !

The Johnsons’ restoration brought the
Carolands from complete disrepair
(right) to restored beauty, of benefit to
the community (left).
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JOHNSONS LEAVE GIFT OF BEAUTY
AND BENEFIT FOR ALL, FOR ALWAYS

C

arolands, the graceful
mansion that now
sits in splendid glory
on Remillard Drive,
has not had an easy
life. It was lovingly
planned by Harriett
Pullman Carolan and
designed by famous Parisian architect Ernest
Sanson, and construction was begun in 1914.
Harriet and her husband Francis Carolan
lived in it for a short period before separating. It was then vacant for nearly 30 years.
Difficulties and expense drove owner after
owner from the property and it deteriorated
and fell into decay.
Then, in 1998, Hillsborough residents
Ann and Charles Johnson purchased the
Chateau to not only restore it, but preserve
it for future generations. The Johnsons
repaired and decorated, restoring the early
elegance, and keeping everything possible
that was original to the home, like the plate

warmers and ice box. They lived there as a
family and opened their doors to the community. The Johnsons have retired and moved
to the East Coast, from whence they came,
but did not abandon the Chateau. They set
up the Carolands Foundation, a nonprofit,
and gifted the Chateau along with an endowment so that it would be preserved for
future generations. Carolands now resides in
dignified glory as a treasured piece of Beaux
Arts architecture owned by the Carolands
Foundation to support numerous charities
and serve as an important resource for students of architecture.
Executive Director Meg Starr receives
many requests for events to be held at the
Chateau, and the Foundation charges nothing for its use. Requests are granted on the
basis of service to the local community, with
a nod toward the historic vision of academia,
science and medicine, the arts and human
services. The Hillsborough Schools Foundation and InnVision Shelter Network, for

example, recently held events there. There is
one event that doesn’t fall into the usual categories — Halloween. Ann Johnson always
loved the funny, spooky, fall celebration and
reveled in Carolands being a full participant
in trick-or-treating. Neighborhood kids
flock to the mansion annually.
Starr turns the Chateau over only to
charitable and architectural groups about
once every 10 days. Size is limited by parking — Starr insists that all cars have to be
parked on the property. The purpose is not
only to benefit the
community but to
Inside:
be a good neighbor
Pictures
as well.
The Foundafrom the
tion is funded with
Memorial Day
the intention of
preserving the ChaParade and
teau in perpetuity.
Concours!
It is an extraordinary gift.
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GENERAL FUND BUDGET HEALTHY
Public safety, sewer and storm drain
funding a focus for the future

Hillsborough’s general fund budget
for fiscal year 2014/15 is “balanced and
healthy,” according to City Manager
Randy Schwartz.
The general fund budget is part of the
Town’s larger overall budget of $58 million,
approved by City Council at their May
2014 meeting. The $58 million budget is
comprised of several funds.
Hillsborough’s general fund budget,
used to operate the Town, shows close to
$20 million in expenditures, about a 5 percent increase over the previous year. More
than 70 percent of this budget is spent on
public safety. The remaining funds cover
streets, building and planning, community
services, and general government. Property
taxes make up the bulk (56 percent) of the
revenues for the general fund. Remaining
revenues come from a variety of sources,
ranging from government sources to permit
fees and a special public safety tax. With
general fund revenues, the Town plans
to hire a police officer this year to fill a
vacancy, increasing police services and
helping offset overtime costs.
Major capital improvement projects
planned for the year include street resurfacing to improve street quality index,

installation of 10,000 linear feet of new
sewer line along Crystal Springs and El
Cerrito to carry wet weather flows and
prevent backups, replacement of storm
drains for high priority areas to mitigate
damage, and improvements to three of the
Town’s sewer lift stations and pressure
mains to mitigate rising maintenance costs
and improve employee safety.
Projected water expenditures in the
water fund budget will be covered by a 13
percent increase in water rates, the fifth and
final of the five-year series of rate increases
approved to support necessary capital
improvements and operations, including
a wholesale water purchase rate increase
of 20 percent in 2014/15.
Projected sewer expenditures in the
sewer fund budget will be covered by a
seven percent increase in sewer rates, the
fourth of the five-year series, as well as a
low-interest rate loan provided by the Clean
Water State Revolving Fund.
However, the Town is in need of additional funding sources for its sewer and
storm drain capital needs. The needs stem
in part from a Cease and Desist Order that
must be complied with by 2015 as well as
$16 million of medium/high priority items

POLICE BLOTTER
For the second quarter of 2014, the Hillsborough Police Department
(HPD) responded to 3,316 calls for service. In those three months, HPD arrested six adults, responded to and investigated 10 non-injury and four injury
vehicle collisions, and completed 141 police reports. They also conducted
863 vehicle checks, 187 traffic stops, checked on 2,689 watch list homes,
performed 765 security checks at the schools and other facilities, and investigated 169 suspicious persons and vehicles.
A sample of some of the notable calls for service that occurred during this
period is listed below:
• A joint investigation by Homeland Security and the HPD resulted in an
arrest warrant being issued for a Hillsborough man for possession of child
pornography. Once the warrant was filed, Hillsborough officers responded
to the home and placed the man under arrest and transported him to the
San Mateo County Jail for processing.
• Officers responded to a call from a disabled vehicle on Black Mountain
Road. Upon arrival, officers determined that the vehicle was reported stolen from Santa Cruz and the male driver was found to be a wanted felon
from the Central Valley. Further investigation determined that he had
committed a domestic assault against his girlfriend in the vehicle and that
he was in possession of stolen property. He was placed under arrest and
transported to the San Mateo County Jail.
• During a traffic stop for expired registration, an HPD officer determined
that the driver had made a fictitious registration tab using a color copier.
The driver was arrested for registration fraud.
• While investigating a residential burglary, Hillsborough investigators were
contacted by an East Bay law enforcement agency about the arrest of a
female who was in possession of items belonging to a Hillsborough resident. A search warrant was obtained for her motel room and vehicle and
additional stolen items from Hillsborough were located. She was arrested
and charged with crimes throughout the Bay Area as well as the Hillsborough burglary.
• While investigating a night-time residential burglary, Hillsborough investigators obtained a search warrant for a residence in San Mateo. The
suspect in this case had broken into a vehicle parked in the driveway and
had used the garage door opener to obtain access to the garage and ultimately the first floor of the residence. While serving the search warrant,
stolen items from the Hillsborough home were located and the suspect was
arrested and booked into the San Mateo County Jail.
• Hillsborough officers served on the San Mateo County Gang Task Force
during the month of June. In total, HPD officers made five arrests in service with this unit and will continue to serve throughout the summer.

identified in the 2013 storm drain master
plan study. The only current source of funding for storm drains comes from a small
parcel tax amounting to $7.24 per parcel
annually, or a Town-wide total of $29,000
per year. The Town is reviewing potential
sources of funding for these capital needs.
Following best practices and to reduce
borrowing costs, in earlier years the Town
prepaid its unfunded retirement liability
to CalPERS out of reserve funds. The
budget continues to include approximately
$1.4 million for replacement of these
reserves. Based on improved economic
conditions and tight expense control,
the repayment of these reserves will be
sooner than originally forecast. The Town
has also budgeted $1.3 million for other
retiree costs.
With Hillsborough’s revenues dependent in large part on property taxes, the
recent growth in the economy has benefited the Town. General fund revenues
increased eight percent from 2011/12 to
2012/13 and are expected to increase three
percent from 2012/13 to 2013/14. Future
year revenues are conservatively forecast
with a two percent increase.
The Town’s 2014/15 goals, as approved
by City Council, are included in the budget document. The goals reflect the focus
areas of the Town on community service,
financial stability, land use planning, community partnerships, and regional partnerships. Some of the key areas of focus will
be completing several large capital projects
and addressing several key policy issues
that have a long-term impact on the Town.
These include implementation of the new
wireless ordinance, determining the level of
partnership with neighboring cities on the
Central County Fire Department, evaluating potential subdivision of properties, and
storm drain financing efforts.
“While the Finance Department is primarily responsible for the annual budget,
it truly is the product of all Town management staff,” Schwartz said. “I would
like to acknowledge their work and thank
them for doing an excellent job of pulling
together the information.”

TOWN SETS GOALS
FOR YEAR 2014-15

In planning the budget for 2014/15,
each of the Town departments submitted
goals for the fiscal year. The most significant goals are:
Community Service
• Prepare ideas/concepts for Town Hall
complex for City Council review
• Prepare water rationing analysis for City
Council review
• Provide new website’s mobile app
• Facilitate City Council election process
• Hire an additional police officer
• Enforce and monitor violations of the
Town’s municipal codes
• Complete phase II trunk line and phase
III sewer project
Financial Stability
• Comply with Cease and Desist Order for
sanitary sewer overflows
• Begin rehabilitating and replacing the storm
water system; determine funding sources
• Review policy of tax exempt land uses
• Complete right-of-way maintenance
ordinance
Land Use Planning
• Develop long-term master plan of recreational facilities, including walking paths,
dog parks, and indoor facilities
• Conduct meeting with Architectural Design and Review Board and City Council
on size of homes
• Adopt and receive certification of the
2013 Housing Element
• Implement the new wireless facilities
ordinance
Community Partnerships
• Restructure Community Emergency
Response Team (CERT)
• Partner with the Hillsborough City School
District on plan to reduce traffic hazards
during drop off/pick up periods
Regional Partnerships
• Replace Communications and Dispatch
Center equipment and related furnishings
• Finalize level of partnership and shared
facilities between Central County Fire
Department and the Town’s neighboring agencies
• Restructure the Town’s Emergency Operations Center training and operational
procedures

CERT TRAINING WITH CENTRAL
COUNTY FIRE DEPARTMENT

September 11, 17, 24, 30, 6 p.m. to 9 p.m.
October 8, 15, 6 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Skills Day, Saturday, October 18, 9 a.m.
to 4 p.m.
“This is a great class to do with friends
and neighbors! You can really make a
difference in our community during a
time of need by taking part in this great
opportunity.”
–Diane Kounalakis, Hillsborough Neighborhood Network CERT Section Chair
Community Emergency Response
Team (CERT) training provides private
citizens with the basic skills needed to
respond to their community’s immediate
needs in the aftermath of a disaster, when
emergency services are not immediately
available. This training is free for Hillsborough residents and follows a nationally

prescribed curriculum.
Pre-registration is required. To register, email: lbartolo@centralcountyfd.org.
For a detailed flyer, see http://www.
hillsborough.net/315.
If you are already CERT-trained, we
encourage you to get involved with other
residents and Hillsborough Neighborhood
Network’s CERT team. Contact hnn@
hillsborough.net.

SAVE THE DATES!

Help Us Find You
Emergency responders are often delayed by the lack of a visible numerical address on the front of a home. Please help officers help you by making
your home address more visible. Recently, an officer responded to an emergency call regarding an infant who was not breathing. The home address
was hidden from view (as well as others on the same street). Precious time
was wasted trying to locate and confirm the address. Fortunately, the infant
recovered. If emergency services can’t find you, they can’t help you.
Please ensure that your address is clearly marked at the front of your
home, either painted on your curb or highly visible at another easy-to-see
location for first responders.

Harvest Garden
Workshops

Workshops will be held from 2 - 4 p.m.
on the following dates:
August 10 & 24,
September 7 & 21
October 5 & 19
Resident drop-ins are always welcome,
students please rsvp in advance to
Wendi Vandermeer at
wendi@thevandermeers.com.
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Harvest Garden
Maintenance Mornings

Drop-ins are also welcome at the Maintenance Mornings every Wednesday,
9-11 a.m., through September, featuring a Master Gardener on August 20.
Children should be supervised.

Hillsborough Rec Program

For details on classes offered, check
www.hillsboroughrecreation.org or call
650-342-5439.
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TEEN PARTY WARNING

Hillsborough
girl scouts
won an award
for creating disaster
preparedness
videos for the
community.

GIRL SCOUTS PRODUCE
VALUABLE EMERGENCY
PREPAREDNESS VIDEO SERIES
Hillsborough Girl Scout troop 31175
has proved “be prepared” is more than just
their catchy motto. The middle school girls
spent a year and a half on an emergency preparedness video series geared to help their
fellow residents handle—as they say in their
productions — anything from earthquakes
and fires to a zombie apocalypse.
The series, which features a roughly
three-minute video slotted for each month
of the year, earned the girls not only a Girl
Scouts Silver Award — the highest honor for
the middle school level — but also caught
the attention of the American Red Cross
Bay Area Chapter which named the girls
recipients of its 2014 Heroes Awards.
Troop leader Wendy Klein said the girls
were interested in putting together an emergency preparedness project, in part because
the Town has such a great fire department.
It’s easy to feel a sense of security in this,
she explained, but in reality, residents need
to take on some responsibility as well. “You
need to take steps to keep yourself safe,”
Klein said.
The scouts met with Hillsborough
Neighborhood Network adviser Lia Turk
to brainstorm project ideas that could
easily align with the network’s mission

of preparing the Town for disaster situations. In addition, the girls’ experience
with broadcast at Crocker Middle School
influenced the choice of the video medium, said Klein, whose daughter Camille
was both a member of the troop and
anchor for the school’s HTV Morning
News show.
The school’s technology specialist, Troy
Hager, walked the girls through production
from scripting to video and sound editing
and the girls took it from there.
As part of the project, the girl scouts
all received CPR training, and their scripts
were prepared with the assistance of both
the Police and Fire departments.
Congresswoman Jackie Speier presented the girls their silver award at the
Hillsborough Town Hall.
“The girls had a blast doing it and they
felt really good about themselves,” Klein
said. “If you’re a little more prepared, you
can help other people.”
Two of the original girls are still troop
members as high school students. Under
Klein’s leadership, the new troop is already
working on their Gold Award.
To view the girls’ videos, visit http://
www.hillsborough.net/311.

Teenage parties in Hillsborough can be
delightful. Graduates can gather around a
pool for some fun in the sun. School friends
can get together during the summer months.
Classmates returning from college can reconnect during school breaks. While there
are many parties with responsible children
and adults, there are also parties that can
go wrong. Just ask Sgt. Dave Young, who
has been on weekend night shift patrol in
Hillsborough for 12 years.
Young has seen many parties in Hillsborough, but during the past decade, society
has changed, he said. Today, with rampant
social media, word of a party can spread like
wildfire and teens will end up congregating
at a home to which they were not invited.
“If parents think they can host a party
for their teen and keep it quiet, it is highly
unlikely that will happen,” Young said.
“Word will travel and unfortunately, alcohol will likely arrive.” The combination
of teens and alcohol is dangerous. Teens
can run afoul of the law, lose their driving
license, hurt themselves or others, or even
lose their lives.
When it comes to teen parties, respect
for parental authority and police officers
seems to have declined over the years. In
some rare situations, a supervising parent
may not cooperate fully with the officers on
scene, despite the tremendous liability one
of these events can generate. If, for example,
parents allow minors to drink at their home,
they could land in court on criminal charges
or be sued civilly.
There also have been occasions when
parents have been disrespected and assaulted by uninvited party guests and have
had jewelry or other valuable items stolen
from them during the party. Dispersing one
of these out-of-control parties can require
many shift officers to respond to handle
the incident.
Even more troubling is the party where
parents are not present. Teens frequently
party at home when their parents are away. If

parents must be away, they should be sure to
make arrangements for quality supervision
to ensure protection for them and their teen.
As a member of the Hillsborough Police
Department (HPD), Young said his and the
other officers’ top priority is safety. The biggest danger at a teen party is alcohol, drug
use and inexperience with both. “These can
lead to poor decision making, like getting
in a car to drive or even a sexual assault,”
Young said. “The consumption of alcohol
can lead to a life-changing event for one or
more teens.”
The concern for the safety of teens,
parents and other citizens prompted Young
to write a pamphlet with guidelines for
parents of teens concerning alcohol, drugs
and parties. If parents attempt to establish
reasonable standards, the entire community
will benefit, he said. The Teenage Party
Guide for Parents and Teens can be found
on the Town website (www.hillsborough.
net) under Departments, Police. It suggests setting ground rules with your teens
regarding parties, asking anyone who brings
alcohol to the party to leave, not allowing
guests to come and go (which allows them
to drink elsewhere and return drunk), notifying parents if their child arrives drunk
or high, notifying police and neighbors
when planning a large party, and many
other suggestions aimed to keep a party
under control.
The best of plans can go awry, however. If a party begins to get out of control,
Young said to call the Police Department
immediately and ask for help. It is not easy,
and sometimes impossible, to manage an
out-of-control party. “Our main goal is to
get there before anyone gets hurt and needs
medical attention,” Young said. “The goal
is safety, not to respond and arrest.”
Young has also developed a contract for
parents and teens setting expectations and
repercussions for partying and drinking.
It is all about responsibility…on everyone’s part, he said.

TOWN BRIEFS
During the past quarter, City Council:
• Authorized a cost-sharing agreement with the City of Burlingame for the
Ralston/Pepper Hydraulic Capacity Improvements Project. During design of
the project, staff identified sewer mains on Ralston and Pepper Avenues that
are owned by Burlingame. To take advantage of economy of scale, Burlingame
agreed to rehabilitate/replace their sewer mains as part of the Town’s project.
Construction began this summer. Estimated construction costs were $1.6 million; Burlingame’s portion is approximately 30 percent.
• Set and confirmed the fees and charges for fiscal year 2014/15. Changes to
existing fees are based on updated hours and hourly rates of staff. New fees are
based on cost of services rendered. Some fees are changing from a flat fee to
an actual cost basis, reflecting the Town’s goal of cost recovery which in some
cases resulted in lower fees.
• Approved a seven percent increase in the residential sewer service charge to
$2,173 per dwelling unit for fiscal year 2014/15, effective July 1, 2014. This is
the fourth year of a five-year series with the final increase planned on July 1,
2015.
• Repealed the August 2012 ordinance that set a moratorium on wireless communication facility permits, now that the City Council has approved a new ordinance dealing with the subject. Additionally, a citizens committee was formed to
assist the Town with the wireless communication facility applications.
• Amended the municipal code in several areas pertaining to building and planning to improve operational efficiency and customer service, and to provide
greater consistency with the code itself.
• Awarded a project for $6.7 million to enlarge the remaining, undersized segments of the Town’s sewer system along Crystal Springs and El Cerrito in
response to a 2009 Cease and Desist Order issued by the Regional Water Quality Control Board. The project involves increasing the size of approximately
10,700 feet of an existing trunk sewer in the area. The Town has applied to
the California State Water Resources Control Board for a Clean Water State
Revolving Fund loan to help with funding.
• Adopted a resolution pledging the Town’s net revenue of the Sewer Enterprise
Fund as the source of revenue for repayment for the Clean Water State Revolving Fund loan of $12 million for the Town’s Crystal Springs/El Cerrito Phase II
Sewer Improvement Project.
• Reported that a task force is working on crafting a compromise regarding traffic, parking and safety issues at the proposed Hoover School in Burlingame.
Some Hillsborough residents are involved because the parking lot borders the
Town. Residents of both Hillsborough and Burlingame have raised concerns.
• Reported that contract services are being offered by the Central County Fire

Department (CCFD) to the fire departments of Millbrae and San Bruno. The
departments are already sharing administrative services and costs, all of which
is aimed at overall cost-savings and improved service.
• Set the general municipal election for Tuesday, November 4, 2014, for two City
Council positions, each having a four-year term. This election will be consolidated with the statewide general election to be held the same day. The estimated cost of the election is approximately $15,000.
• Awarded a contract for $101,000 for removal of nine hazardous eucalyptus
trees and pruning of 52 eucalyptus trees near Ralston and Eucalyptus avenues
to address health and safety concerns. The trees are located adjacent to Hillsborough City School District (HCSD) property. HCSD has partnered with the
Town to coordinate and fund the project. The City Council and HCSD have
formed a joint committee to guide the replacement and replanting of trees
along Ralston and Eucalyptus.
• Reviewed the draft of the 2014-2022 Housing Element and approved its referral to the California Department of Housing and Community Development.
Because Hillsborough has a state certified housing element, the Town needs
only to update, and not rewrite, the previous document. There are not many
changes required for the new element. The Town will continue to meet its
lower income housing allocation requirements primarily through the permitting of second units. To help that effort, the Town may allow the size of second units to increase from 1,200 square feet to 1,400 square feet to encourage
three-bedroom homes. Hillsborough also will continue to participate in a San
Mateo County program which allows communities to work together to solve
housing needs.
People
• City Council declared May 18 through May 24, 2014 as National Public Works
Week and presented a proclamation thanking the Public Works Department for
all their good work.
• City Council honored the “Lightning” Cheer Team for winning a National
Championship at the American Championships Cheer and Dance Competition
in April 2014. The group consists of 12 girls, ages eight to 12 years old. Five of
the 12 girls are from Hillsborough and attend North and Crocker schools. The
team placed first out of 13.
• D. Scott Smith, the Town trustee to the San Mateo County Mosquito and Vector Control District, updated City Council on the drought situation and West
Nile Virus. The District is keeping abreast of the virus, yellow fever, lyme disease and other issues. Lyme disease in ticks is low in the county because lizards
in the area eat the ticks. Value your lizards!
–3–
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HNN NOW OFFICIAL PART
OF TOWN’S EMERGENCY
RESPONSE PROGRAM
When Hillsborough Neighborhood
N e t work ( H N N )
formed as a grassroots organization in
the spring of 2009,
its purpose was to
connect neighbors
into a network of
self-sufficient teams
Lia Turk
that could help each
other for the first crucial 72 hours in times of
disaster. Spearheaded by former Mayor and
Councilmember Christine Krolik, HNN
divided the Town into 84 designated “neighborhoods” and sought volunteer “leads” for
each neighborhood. These Neighborhood
Leads were tasked with organizing block
parties so neighbors could get acquainted
and be better prepared to help each other
in times of crisis.
Resident Lia Turk accepted the coordinator role in October 2010 and continued to
grow the program. Working with residents
to organize information sessions, emergency
prep updates, drills, and block parties, Turk
has been the disaster prep evangelist for the
community. “It was a big undertaking, and
Lia did a fabulous job,” said Krolik.

HNN’s efforts have evolved to the point
that City Manager Randy Schwartz has
decided the HNN program coordinator role
should become an official part of the Town
of Hillsborough staff. New communication
protocols and response processes will be
included in the program.
HNN’s Steering Committee spent the

first half of 2014
revamping its organizational structure
to better integrate
the program with already existing Town
functions and to
better use the talents
and interests of our
Town’s residents.
Terri Cruce
The new format
will retain the oversight of the city manager
and city councilmembers but creates three
interdisciplinary teams: Communications
& Ham Radio, Community Emergency
Response Team (CERT), and Neighborhoods. The Town is fortunate to have over
100 trained CERT residents and more than
65 licensed ham radio operators, in addition
to many doctors. Recognizing the value of
these skilled residents, the Town is creating
a structure that allows them to participate
in neighborhood resiliency and disaster response through the new HNN organization.
Resident Terri Cruce, with Turk by
her side as an advisor, is transitioning into
HNN’s coordinator role over the summer.
Cruce will be in charge of planning, coordination, and implementation of the new HNN
programs. As a Neighborhood Lead and Area Chair
volunteer with HNN since
2011, it is a natural progression. Additionally, it is a
good fit considering her
professional background.
With a master’s degree in
public health from George
Washington University in
Washington, D.C., Cruce consulted on climate
change adaption with the
Pew Center on Global
Climate Change and The
Georgetown Climate Center. Additionally she helped
to form the American
Society for Adaptation
Professionals (ASAP).
“HNN dovetails nicely with my professional
background,” said Cruce. “It’s a way to take
what I do professionally and apply it to the
community and my own family.”
The new HNN website can be found at
www.hillsborough.net/288/HillsboroughNeighborhood-Network or contact Terri
Cruce at 650-375-7454 or tcruce@hillsborough.net.

59TH
CONCOURS

PHOTOS BY DEAN FERREIRA

HIGH TIMES
AT ANNUAL
PARADE

Auto aficionados and admirers
gathered on Sunday, July 20, for the 59th
Hillsborough Concours d’Elegance, held at
Crystal Springs Golf Course. The longest
continually running concours in the world
benefits, in part, the Hillsborough Schools
Foundation.
While most of the cars were entered
by residents of California, there were also
cars from a number of other states. Featured cars were Maseratis and Mustangs.

The 2014 Hillsborough
Parade, Carnival and Music
Festival was underwritten
by our generous Parade
Boosters:
The Amos-Grosser Family
Rita Foegal Bell
The Chung Family
The Ericson Family
Joanne & Jon Goldstein
The Greene Family
Hillsborough Recreation
Elizabeth J. &
Zachary W. Hulsey
Elizabeth Molumphy
The Peterson Family
Many thanks
to these
wonderful
community
partners!
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NUEVA SCHOOL EXPANSION
ON TRACK FOR APPROVAL

Nueva School’s plans to expand their
enrollment, construct new buildings and
improve their campus are moving forward.
With completion of public hearings and
approvals of the Architecture and Design
Review Board and the City Council, construction could begin as early as 2016. The
expansion will be implemented in four
phases and will take place over a 15-year
period.
The revised proposed master plan,
which was first presented to the City Council
a few years ago, would allow the school to
increase its enrollment from approximately
400 students to approximately 500 students;
would allow the amount of building on the
campus to increase 23,240 square feet; and
would allow for a reconfiguration of the
internal roadways to increase safety and
manage traffic flow for drivers on, and near,
the school grounds.
Specifically, Nueva would add a new
middle school building, a new environmental center, a new multi-purpose building,
cover an existing sports center, and expand
the cafeteria. Roadways, the middle school
structure and the sports center covering are
scheduled for the first phase.

OH SAY
CAN YOU SEE

Finding an address in Hillsborough,
especially at night, can be a challenge, even
for the most determined visitor or the most
well-intentioned fire department.
A Hillsborough code, adopted in January 2011, aims to minimize the frustration
of friends trying to visit or drivers trying
to deliver pizzas. More importantly, it is
meant to assist ambulance drivers whose
GPS brings them close, but not close enough,
to your home.
The code requires lighted numbers
on houses, or near the street or driveway,
should the house be set back. The numbers
can be internally or externally illuminated
with 5.0 foot candles of light. The numbers
need to be at least four inches high, one-inch
stroke wide, and visible from all directions
of traffic.
The code applies to all new homes. If
your home is not new, the code inspector
will not penalize you, but you may be penalizing yourself. Those last few minutes
may be crucial when the ambulance driver
is trying to find your home!
–4–

The plans would require an amendment
to the Town’s General Plan and Zoning
Ordinance, plus the school’s permit to
operate, which currently limits enrollment
to 400 students.
The City Council reviewed the Master
Plan in September, 2012, and made several
recommendations. In response, Nueva has
revised the plan to include teacher housing
as Phase 4, has provided a limitation on the
lot coverage for the site consistent with current residential development requirements
and has funded a fiscal impacts analysis.
Nueva will be paying the Town to offset
the financial impact of providing additional
Town services, such as police and fire.
Nueva also funded and submitted an
environmental review which concludes
that, with proper mitigation, potential
significant impacts dealing with air quality, greenhouse gas emissions, noise, light,
glare, nesting birds and special plant status
could be remedied.
A City Council subcommittee was appointed, consisting of the mayor and another
council member, to review the application
in its early stages as well as throughout
the formal process. At the beginning of
the process, the subcommittee focused on
consideration of the community as a whole,
the potential direct impacts to the surrounding residential neighborhood and specific
environmental issues, including traffic and
noise problems.
City Council members questioned officials about student evacuation plans and
adequate ingress and egress for public safety
vehicles should an emergency arise.
Following extensive public input and
outreach, the plan was approved by City
Council after a public hearing at their
regular meeting on July 14.

FIRE BLOTTER
During the second quarter
of 2014, Central County Fire
Department responded to 1,069
incidents, as follows:
• Fire calls: 25
• Explosions: 4
• EMS/rescue: 654
• Hazardous conditions: 82
• Public assistance: 194
• False alarms: 109
• Other: 1
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Don’t forget:

CONSERVE

WATER !

The Johnsons’ restoration brought the
Carolands from complete disrepair
(right) to restored beauty, of benefit to
the community (left).
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JOHNSONS LEAVE GIFT OF BEAUTY
AND BENEFIT FOR ALL, FOR ALWAYS

C

arolands, the graceful
mansion that now
sits in splendid glory
on Remillard Drive,
has not had an easy
life. It was lovingly
planned by Harriett
Pullman Carolan and
designed by famous Parisian architect Ernest
Sanson, and construction was begun in 1914.
Harriet and her husband Francis Carolan
lived in it for a short period before separating. It was then vacant for nearly 30 years.
Difficulties and expense drove owner after
owner from the property and it deteriorated
and fell into decay.
Then, in 1998, Hillsborough residents
Ann and Charles Johnson purchased the
Chateau to not only restore it, but preserve
it for future generations. The Johnsons
repaired and decorated, restoring the early
elegance, and keeping everything possible
that was original to the home, like the plate

warmers and ice box. They lived there as a
family and opened their doors to the community. The Johnsons have retired and moved
to the East Coast, from whence they came,
but did not abandon the Chateau. They set
up the Carolands Foundation, a nonprofit,
and gifted the Chateau along with an endowment so that it would be preserved for
future generations. Carolands now resides in
dignified glory as a treasured piece of Beaux
Arts architecture owned by the Carolands
Foundation to support numerous charities
and serve as an important resource for students of architecture.
Executive Director Meg Starr receives
many requests for events to be held at the
Chateau, and the Foundation charges nothing for its use. Requests are granted on the
basis of service to the local community, with
a nod toward the historic vision of academia,
science and medicine, the arts and human
services. The Hillsborough Schools Foundation and InnVision Shelter Network, for

example, recently held events there. There is
one event that doesn’t fall into the usual categories — Halloween. Ann Johnson always
loved the funny, spooky, fall celebration and
reveled in Carolands being a full participant
in trick-or-treating. Neighborhood kids
flock to the mansion annually.
Starr turns the Chateau over only to
charitable and architectural groups about
once every 10 days. Size is limited by parking — Starr insists that all cars have to be
parked on the property. The purpose is not
only to benefit the
community but to
Inside:
be a good neighbor
Pictures
as well.
The Foundafrom the
tion is funded with
Memorial Day
the intention of
preserving the ChaParade and
teau in perpetuity.
Concours!
It is an extraordinary gift.

