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TOWN COUNCIL MEETINGS
2nd Mondays
6 p.m. at Town Hall, 1600 Floribunda Avenue
TOWN HALL
Kathy Leroux, Acting City Manager
kleroux@hillsborough.net
Administration: (650) 375-7400
Town Hall & Water Department Hours:
Monday – Thursday: 7:30 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.
Friday: 7:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Building and Planning: (650) 375-7411
Finance Department: (650) 375-7400
Public Works and City Engineer: (650) 375-7444
Water (service and billing): (650) 375-7402
After-hours, Urgent Service (650) 375-7470
POLICE DEPARTMENT
Mark O’Connor, Chief
Non-emergency/24 hours (650) 375-7470
Code Enforcement Hotline: (650) 375-7572
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Engineering – Education – Enforcement

raffic safety is a science, according to Chief Mark
O’Connor of the Hillsborough Police Department (HPD).
The science consists of three ‘Es:’ engineering, education
and enforcement, and all three elements are essential in
order to keep the streets of Hillsborough safe.
Not long ago, a local television reporter rode along with Hillsborough Officer Nicholas Chinca during a San Mateo County
Saturation Traffic Enforcement Program (STEP) deployment, a
county-wide effort to enforce traffic laws. Officer Chinca stopped
a driver who had rolled through a stop sign. “My knee hurts so
I could not step on the brakes,” the man told the officer. On the
same ride, a woman was stopped for speeding. She “explained”
that she needed to look at the map on her cell phone, as her reason
for speeding.
These interactions sometimes elicit a chuckle or two, but traffic violations are a serious business, recently prompting plenty of
community chatter on social media, and this review.
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Engineering
Safety starts with speed limits. There are two types of speed,
design speed and posted speed. If a street is narrow without long
site lines, a motorist will naturally drive more slowly. If a street
or roadway is wide open, long and straight like Highway 5, then a
motorist will tend to go fast. In both of these two cases, this is the
design speed, meaning a driver will travel as fast as he perceives
is safe. The other type of speed is posted speed, referring to the
signs that dictate a speed limit. Safety is obtained by engineering
street design and posting signs.
The design speed of many streets in Hillsborough is good,
said Paul Willis, city engineer and director of Public Works. The
curves, narrowness and over-hanging tree canopies naturally
cause motorists to slow down.
Compared to many of the roadway segments throughout
Town, Hayne, Ralston and Skyline are more straight and offer
greater sight distance. Due to the nature of the community, with
walkers, bikers, school children, etc., the design speed on these
streets is not the preferable speed. It is then the responsibility of
Public Works to engineer methods to slow traffic. In these cases,
the roadway edges can be painted with wide white lines to narrow
the appearance of the road, and large “buttons” can be placed in
the center of the road to further narrow the appearance. Asphalt
with a rough surface can be used to increase traction for improved
stops. However, this modification must be balanced with neighborhood desires for a quieter driving environment. Signs are added
to post the recommended speed limit.
There are other engineering methods that can be employed to
slow traffic, such as roundabouts, speed humps, and stop signs.
However, all of these methods are balanced with the impact on
immediate neighbors and possible emergency response time delays.
The primary responsibility is to make the street as safe as
possible and practical, from a design standpoint.

Hillsborough’s Police and
Public Works departments
use a number of measures
to create safe driving
within the Town.

Photos by LeAnn Thornton

Education
Engineers and police work together to educate drivers. Signs,
whether regular, enhanced or flashing, are educational; they inform
drivers of the speed limit. “Some people driving through Town have
no idea how fast they are driving,” O’Connor said. The flashing
speed signs and radar speed trailer can be placed wherever a complaint is received and it serves as a great educational tool. Police
presence is another great reminder, along with warning citations
and talking to motorists about the law. “Our collective goal is
to change the behavior of the motorist when a moving violation
occurs,” O’Connor added.
Enforcement
Enforcement is the last of the three ‘Es.’ Issuing a moving
violation is sometimes unavoidable to implement safety. O’Connor
pointed out that the Town has a very low number of collisions and
added that pedestrian/vehicle-related collisions have been reduced
during the last 10 years.
“When residents complain about speeding vehicles, we respond
to the area and often deploy the radar trailer in order to gain
voluntary compliance. When officers observe a violation and an
enforcement stop is made, the officer will evaluate the nature of
the violation and the motorist’s driving history before determining if a moving violation or a warning citation is appropriate,”
O’Connor said.
“The three ‘Es’ are like legs on a stool,” he continued. “Without
any one of them, the others can be ineffective when considering
our goal of safe streets. It’s a cooperative on-going effort between
Public Works/Engineering and the Police Department to make
the roadways of Hillsborough as safe as possible for everyone.”
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WATER CONSERVATION
IN HILLSBOROUGH
In response to Hillsborough’s mandatory 36 percent water usage reduction as
compared to 2013 levels, the Town passed an
urgency ordinance effective on June 1, 2015.
This ordinance provides an indoor water
allotment for each resident and an outdoor
water allotment based on parcel size (up to
three acres) in an attempt to create a level
playing field for all residents. Allotments
for parcels over three acres are determined
on a case-by-case basis by a water auditor,
balancing fairness with necessity.
The Town has created a website that
allows residents to access their individual
water use report (www.waterfluence.com/
hillsborough) so that they can see their allotment and how their use compares to the
allotment. Information about this personalized water use report was mailed to each
residence in June. Residents who register
on the site have access to their monthly
water allotment and water use information
which is updated each month after every
water meter is read. A registered resident is
notified by email when updates are posted.
With the knowledge of how much
water a residence is allotted and how much
can be used monthly, a resident can either
learn where to save more or continue good
savings, if within the budgeted amount.
There is a lot of information on the Town
website, www.hillsborough.net. Click on the
blue “Drought” button to find indoor and
outdoor conservation tips, to learn to read
your water meter, or to gain information
about the drought regulations themselves.
For help, the Town has developed a list
of specialists in irrigation, leak detection,
water conservation and landscaping, all
holding a Town business license. The list is
available online and at Town Hall.
Don’t forget that the Town offers rebates
for water-efficient toilets and washing machines, and drought sensitive landscaping
workshops are planned for September.
Also, Hillsborough has recently started
participating in the Lawn Be Gone rebate
program through the Bay Area Water Supply and Conservation Agency (BAWSCA),
which offers rebates to residents who convert
their lawns into water-wiser landscaping.
Lawn Be Gone has stringent requirements
to qualify for the program, so check the
BAWSCA website at www.bawsca.org/
conservation/lawn-be-gone/ and also the
Town’s Building and Planning Department
website to help with landscaping plans and
ensure receiving any necessary Town approvals (http://www.hillsborough.net/253/
Landscape-Requirements).
Ed Cooney, senior management analyst/
water conservation program manager for

Hillsborough, points out that Hillsborough residents have a great record of water
conservation. “Two-thirds of residents are
meeting the target,” he said. “Another 10
percent or so are close.” The tools are in
place to help everyone.
At the meeting when the urgency
ordinance was passed, Councilmembers
commented that “it is important that we
all work together on this.”
The urgency ordinance
The ordinance, passed by City Council
in June 2015 following input from several
public meetings, sets two allotments, one
for indoor use and one for outdoor. The
allotment for indoor use is 36 units (or almost 27,000 gallons) per person, per year,
for residents living in a home more than six
months per year. That amounts to about
75 gallons per person per day. For outdoor
parcels up to three acres in size, the allotment
formula is 246 units (or almost 184,000
gallons) per acre per year. That’s about 518
gallons per acre per day. The ordinance takes
into account differing irrigation needs for
summer versus winter months.
There is a penalty of $30 per unit of
water (a unit is 748 gallons) for exceeding
allotments. Water use, in regards to penalties, is looked at on a three-month basis,
beginning in July. If you exceed use in one
month but are within your overall budget
for three months through September, there
will be no penalty. Continued excess use can
result in water restrictors or the water being
disconnected. The Town offers an appeals
process for penalties imposed, and unusual
circumstances will be taken into account.
The ordinance also spells out recommendations for pools, hot tubs and landscape projects, among other details.
The mandated water cutback of 36 percent for the Town overall sounds draconian.
However, many residents have been conserving water since the first hint of a drought
and residents are off to an excellent start
towards meeting the state-imposed savings.
Many residents may even find that their
water allotment for 2015 is higher than their
2014 water consumption. Hillsborough's
mandatory rationing is not based on prior
water usage, so earlier water conservation
efforts are not penalized. However, the
Town encourages residents to maintain
their conservation efforts in any case, and
to conserve even a bit more.
The Town encourages use of its website
and other diagnostic and educational materials, and invites calls to Public Works’
Drought Hotline if unanswered questions
or problems arise: 650-375-7504.

Officer Scott Fritz has been recognized for his outstanding crime-fighting abilities.
Above, he is demonstrating a chase scene with Sergeant Nelson Corteway for a photograph for Police One magazine.

CRIME FIGHTING
PARAMOUNT FOR FRITZ

Scott Fritz, the most recent recipient
of Hillsborough’s Employee Excellence
Award, is a hands-on street-savvy police
officer. “Fritz has served well in many different capacities within the Department,”
said Chief Mark O’Connor, “although
where he has excelled is in the area of crime
prevention.”
Fritz puts it in more direct words. “I
enjoy putting the bad guys in jail,” he said.
Officer Fritz believes that police work “is in
the blood” for some people, including him.
He comes from a long line of relatives who
served on a police force or in the military,
beginning with his great-grandfather who
was a police officer in San Francisco and a
Marine in the Spanish American War. Fritz
always knew he wanted to follow in his
family's footsteps. After a childhood and
schooling in Millbrae, he earned degrees
in abnormal psychology and police administration at the College of San Mateo and
Notre Dame de Namur. After graduating
from the Police Academy, he wanted to
join the FBI, but a couple of friends from
the Hillsborough Police Department (Bob
McNichol and Bob Pivaronas) took him to
lunch and persuaded him otherwise. He
decided to give Hillsborough a try — and
that was 21 years ago.
He began his career in Town as a patrol
officer. “I guess I arrested enough people, so
they made me an inspector,” he said. In that

SAVE THE DATES!
Harvest Garden
Workshop

Sunday, August 23
Come join us and volunteer your time
for a good cause. A volunteer workshop will be held in the Hillsborough
“Harvest Garden” on August 23 from
2 p.m. to 4 p.m. Help plant, weed and
harvest in Hillsborough’s own community garden which donates its organic
harvest to local nonprofits. Resident
drop-ins are always welcome; students
please rsvp in advance to www.HillsboroughBeautificationFoundation.org/
contact.

ANNUAL PARADE HITS A HOME RUN

Disaster
Preparedness Class

Wednesday, September 9
9 a.m. to noon in Council Chambers,
Town Hall, 1600 Floribunda Avenue.
During a disaster, Central County Fire
Department will have limited personnel and apparatus to provide emergency services. Come to class and
learn how to be prepared and selfreliant during the most critical three
to five days following an area-wide
disaster.

Featured at the 2015 Hillsborough Parade was the Giants World Series Trophy.
James O’Connor, son of Hillsborough Police Chief Mark O’Connor, poses with
the trophy and is surrounded by dozens of Little League players.
Many thanks to the wonderful community partners who make the Annual
Memorial Day Parade possible.
The generous parade boosters are:
• Adam and Sher Amos-Grosser
• Rita F. Bell

•
•
•
•
•

Jon & Joanne Goldstein
Jamie and Marritje Greene
Scott & Lora Peterson
Carmen & Bill Ericson
Libby and Zachary Hulsey
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role, Fritz not only continued his outstanding
arrest record but helped put Hillsborough
on the map with ground-breaking work in
identity theft. This was before the internet,
when identities were being stolen from information pulled from mailboxes.
Following his stint with the detective
bureau, Fritz went back on patrol and was
Hillsborough’s first officer to join the SWAT
team where he served for 18 years. He was
also on the San Mateo County gang task
force. Currently, Fritz is on patrol and is a
firearms instructor.
“I’m no longer on the SWAT team.
That’s a young man’s game,” he laughed.
“Hillsborough is a great town,” Fritz
said. “I like a small town. I saw plenty of
action with SWAT. This is the kind of place
where you like to protect the people. As a
police officer, you see a lot and you carry
some of the negative stuff with you all your
life. When a community recognizes that and
appreciates you and the sacrifices you make,
that means a lot.”
Fritz is married and has one dog and
three cats. He likes exercise, firearms, hiking,
camping, fishing, and walking and traveling
with his wife.
The Employee Excellence Award came
as a complete surprise to Fritz, and he surmised that it was given for his overall career.
“I hope I was recognized for being the best
cop I can be.”

Maintaining Existing Landscape During a Drought
Saturday, September 12
9 a.m to noon in Council Chambers,
Town Hall, 1600 Floribunda Avenue.
Discover how simple changes to your
landscape maintenance practices can
help your garden thrive while reducing
your water use. Learn about irrigation
system maintenance, watering schedules, soil amendment and mulching,
irrigation equipment such as drip irrigation and smart controllers.

Tree Care During a Drought
Tuesday, September 22
6 p.m. to 8 p.m. in Council Chambers,
Town Hall, 1600 Floribunda Avenue.
This class will address proper care,
maintenance and irrigation techniques
for promoting the long-term vitality
and growth of trees in water conserving gardens.

Hillsborough Recreation
Program
For details on classes offered, check
www.hillsboroughrecreation.com or
call 650-342-5439.
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A HEALTHY BUDGET, THOUGH WATER AND
SEWER FUNDING CREATE CHALLENGES

At their June meeting, City Council
approved an overall budget of $61.5 million
for operating and capital expenditures, a 19
percent increase from the prior year. Water
and sewer costs account for 62 percent of
the expenses, public safety for 26 percent.
Revenues of $63.7 million are generated
primarily by property taxes (28 percent)
and water and sewer funds (33 percent).
The 19 percent increase in expenditures is driven by the large outlay for sewer
improvements, due to required compliance
with a cease and desist order issued several
years ago regarding asserted sewer overflows
into San Francisco Bay. A portion of these
sewer capital projects is paid for by new
debt and contributions from a cost sharing
arrangement with other cities, but most
capital is paid for by sewer customer rates
and fund reserves. The sewer budget shows
a slight deficit. Staff, Council and the Financial Advisory Committee (FAC) continue to
explore ways to handle the deficit, whether
it is by rate increase and/or a loan from the
general fund (which would eventually need
to be repaid to the General Fund).
The water enterprise fund covers the

FIRE BLOTTER
During the second quarter
of 2015, Central County Fire
Department responded to 1,117
calls, as follows:
• Fire calls: 35
• Explosions/rupture: 1
• EMS/rescue: 642
• Hazardous condition: 99
• Public assistance: 228
• False alarms: 109
• Other: 3

Town’s water operations. In April 2015,
the governor mandated significant statewide conservation in usage as compared
to 2013, with a compliance period from
June 1, 2015 through February, 2016. The
San Francisco Public Utilities Commission
(SFPUC), through the Bay Area Water Supply and Conservation Agency (BAWSCA),
mandated a 36 percent water reduction for
Hillsborough. This reduction, coupled with
a 28 percent rate increase in wholesale water
rates charged by the SFPUC, puts pressure
on the financial reserves of the water fund.
While the water fund reserves are in order
now, a drought of long duration will drive
the need to protect the revenue and reserves.
Approximately two years ago, the Town
started a Storm Water Master Plan. The
purpose was to improve the storm drain
system, which is separate from the sewer
system in San Mateo County. The Town
has 35 miles of storm drainage pipes and
infrastructure that discharge into local
creeks, much of which was constructed
more than 60 years ago and is in need of
replacement due to inadequate size or poor
condition. Making these improvements is
critical to reducing flooding and landslide
risks. Designs are underway and projects
to replace the storm drainage system are
planned, with expenditures proposed at
$1.2 million per year.
The Town’s general fund expenditures
of $21.5 million are covered by projected
revenue of $23.2 million. Approximately
57 percent of the revenue comes from
property taxes and assumes a gain of 5.6
percent in property value. The general fund
expenditure budget includes new personnel and the current and future purchase of
police vehicles and public works equipment.
Council voiced their support for adding two

The Town’s expenditures are dominated
by water and sewer costs.
police positions which would allow for more
street patrol time, and the possible addition
of a communications role to coordinate all
communications for the Town. The increase
also covers one-time expenditures for new
technology at Town Hall and contributions
toward retirement liabilities.
The Town continues to deal with unfunded liabilities for pensions and other
retirement costs. Contributions are made
each year to these liabilities and the Town
is meeting its obligations on these important
commitments.
Currently, the Town’s general fund has
more money in its reserve account than
is required by policy (79 percent versus a
minimum goal of 30 percent of the general
fund budget, with a desired goal of 50
percent). Council and the FAC will discuss
the benefits of keeping the extra funds for
another economic downturn as compared
to spending some of the money on projects,
or paying down debt.
Although water and sewer needs in
Town will require ongoing funding and
investment, Hillsborough’s fiscal picture
is positive.

GET THE
BUGS OUT
Is something bugging you? San
Mateo County Mosquito and Vector
Control District offers a variety of
services to help County residents deal
with mosquitoes, ticks, rodents, and
other creepy-crawly nuisances.
Not sure what kind of bug is bothering you? The District’s laboratory
staff will identify specimens collected
by residents. Just snap a clear photo
of the offending insect and email it to
info@smcmvcd.org. You can also seal
it in a plastic bag and bring it to the
District office at 1351 Rollins Road in
Burlingame. If the cause of your problem is something larger like rodents or
nuisance wildlife, District technicians
can inspect your property and provide
advice on keeping critters away from
your home.
If you have an ornamental water
feature that may breed mosquitoes,
the District will deliver mosquito fish
(Gambusia affinis) free of charge. Each
of these tiny fish, similar in appearance to guppies, can eat hundreds
of mosquito larvae per day. If your
water source isn’t a good habitat for
mosquito fish, the District can help
you treat it with special products that
kill mosquito larvae without harming plants, animals, people, or the
environment.
For more information about the
services offered by San Mateo County
Mosquito and Vector Control District,
visit their website at www.smcmvcd.
org. All District services are provided
to county residents at no additional
charge, and may be requested online
or by phone at (650) 344-8592.

TOWN BRIEFS
During the past quarter, City Council:
• Approved an agreement between the Town and the Hillsborough Beautification
Foundation (HBF) to delineate the roles and responsibilities for HBF-funded
projects on Town property. HBF is a California non-profit public benefit corporation that from time to time funds landscape maintenance, rehabilitation work
and landscape beautification projects as a gift to the Town.
• Set the amount of the special tax for public safety for fiscal year 2015-2016 at
the maximum amount of $570 per parcel. The fee produces annual revenues of
$2.2 million.
• Approved a new agreement for parking citation processing and adjudication
services for approximately $225 for the year. As a result, new costs for citation
processing are anticipated to decline by approximately 35 to 40 percent overall
while maintaining the same quality of service. The Town’s Police Department
issues about 100 actual citations and 200 warnings per year.
• Awarded a contract for $628,000 for the 2014-2015 sewer system repair
project which involves replacing four sewer pipeline segments that were identified as having multiple breaks during the Town’s system-wide video inspection
program.
• Awarded a contract for $2.2 million for the 2015 street resurfacing project
consisting of street rehabilitation work for more than three miles of asphalt
overlay, nine miles of cape seal, almost six miles of micro-surfacing and seven
miles of crack sealing.
• Approved an agreement to update the Police Department’s computer-aided
dispatch and records management system which allows the Department to
both share data with other law enforcement agencies in San Mateo County and
in turn to access their information. Adoption of the system places the Police
Department in line with the remaining county agencies. The fiscal impact is an
initial outlay of $270,000 with an annual support and updates cost of $23,000,
representing an annual savings of $10,365 over the current support costs.
• Approved an agreement for motor vehicle fleet service with the Burlingame
Public Works Department (BPW). The Hillsborough Public Works Department
has a history of having vehicles serviced by BPW. This agreement allows the
Police Department to utilize BPW’s services.
• Amended Hillsborough’s residential design guidelines regarding homes and
landscaping on hillsides to reduce the visual impact of hillside homes. Properties with slopes of 15 percent rather than 25 percent are now included in the
definition for hillside properties. The new guidelines also state, among other
things, that reduced size, height, building mass and increased setbacks may be
appropriate for hillside lot homes, and hillside parcels may not be appropriate
for all styles of architecture.
• Adopted a contract for $19,000 for a GIS analysis of the Town’s parcels to establish water use reports for every parcel in Hillsborough. The information will
provide the Town with better tools to help residents understand outdoor water

use and conservation opportunities during the drought and beyond.
• Approved a contract for $47,000 for leak detection services to detect leaks in
approximately 108 miles of water main.
• Approved a contract amendment for $40,000 for ongoing water use report
maintenance, improvement and technical assistance. The Town’s water use
report program is an important and effective tool for helping residents understand outdoor water use during normal and drought periods.
• Approved a contract for $100,000 for wireless communication facilities (WCF)
consulting services in anticipation of an increased number of WCF proposals, a recently reduced application processing time and the necessary expertise
required to process such applications. The Town expects an 80 percent reimbursement from applicants.
• Extended a contract to conduct a rate study to determine the financial rate
requirements to cover the cost of operations and capital improvements of water,
sewer and storm drains. The analysis is more complex than initially projected
and additional analysis is required to complete the study.
• Approved a contract, not to exceed $45,000, for professional planning services
due to the upcoming temporary leave of the Building and Planning Department’s associate planner.
• Authorized the mayor to sign an opposition letter on behalf of the Town regarding bill AB57 that would essentially eliminate some of the few remaining
protections for cities dealing with wireless facility applications.
• Certified the final initial negative declaration for the Vista Tank reconstruction
project. The project consists of demolishing the existing steel water tank and
pump station and replacing it with a larger, seismically improved concrete tank
and pump station.
• Authorized sewer service charges and water and sewer connection fees effective July 1, 2015. This resolution authorizes implementing a seven percent
increase in the annual residential sewer service charge of $2,325 for fiscal year
2015-2016. Water and sewer connection fees are annually adjusted based on an
index, which was 2.5 percent.
• Added a new section to the city code that vests powers of the city manager with
the assistant city manager when the city manager is unavailable or otherwise
unable to act.

People

• Former City Manager Randy Schwarz resigned his position as of May 29,
2015.
• City Council thanked Eric Nyhus for his service on the Architecture and
Design Review Board (ADRB). He was chair and a member of the ADRB from
May 2009 through April 2015.
• City Council expressed their appreciation for the service of Julie Tenenbaum on
the ADRB from November 2010 through April 2015.
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John Kammeyer
waves to the
crowds at the
Memorial Day
Parade. He is the
new fire chief of
the Central
County Fire
Department
(CCFD).

SERVICE IS CAREER GOAL
OF NEW FIRE CHIEF

On a whim, in an attempt to “figure
out life,” John Kammeyer, age 17, found
himself as an EMT on an ambulance in the
Watts area of Los Angeles in the 1980s. It
was rough. But during that difficult experience, Kammeyer found direction. For just
over the three years that he worked with
and observed the Los Angeles County Fire
Department, he discovered that he wanted
to help people. The road to his goal took him
through fire classes at the community college
and four and a half years in the United States
Coast Guard, not to mention marriage to
a Bay Area woman who prompted him to
apply for a position locally. Following nine
years with the Daly City Fire Department,
Kammeyer was hired by the Burlingame
Fire Department in 1999 and now is the
new fire chief of the Central County Fire
Department (CCFD).
He believes his career choice to serve
others was a calling, not a choice, and says
he feels “incredibly fortunate to be where
I am.”
On a personal level, he finds a career
that allows him to help others “very rewarding.” He enjoys working in a tight-knit community where the Department is dedicated
to the residents and the residents appreciate,
support and trust the Department.
When Fire Chief John Kammeyer
was officially appointed to the position in
March, he said he had a lot to take on. As
he was transitioning into the role, Millbrae
was being incorporated into Central County
Fire while simultaneously steps were being
taken to bring aboard members of the San
Bruno Fire Department. Mergers have
proven to save money for all cities involved,
but Kammeyer said he has to continually
analyze financial efficiency versus service
to strike the perfect balance.
“A fire department is somewhat like a
business,” Kammeyer stated. “But I feel it

is more of a public service. That’s where my
roots are, helping people. As chief, I say yes
it is a business, but foremost it is a service
to the community and that’s how I plan to
run the Fire Department.”
At the same time, home building is
increasing and his Department has to assure
that all the buildings are fire-safe. There is
new technology to learn and embrace. On
top of that, there are auxiliary services such
as CPR classes, car seat inspections, etc.
“There is so much that is integral to the
service model,” Kammeyer said.
He recalls when, several years ago, the
economy dictated many cuts. “We were
able to come together and make it work
with no compromise to service,” he said.
“I am proud of that, the willingness of our
firefighters to get out there and do the job
with fewer resources but no reduction in
the quality of service.”
Kammeyer has been an instructor in the
Fire Technology Department at the College
of San Mateo for almost 15 years. He says
he loves teaching and watching students
study and learn. Perhaps he sees himself
in his students as they strive for their goal
and can witness their excitement when they
are told they will be hired.
Engaging with the community remains
Kammeyer’s favorite part of the job. “The
community trusts us and that trust is not
seen a lot in the world today,” he said. “I
like to reinforce that with our service, from
interacting with kids in the supermarket to
helping an elderly person who has fallen. We
have the ability to have a positive impact
on people and it is my job as chief to do
everything I can to reinforce that.”
Born and raised in Los Angeles near
Torrance, Kammeyer is married, has two
adult children, and lives in San Mateo. In his
free time he races bicycles and participates
in triathlons.

HILLSBOROUGH RECREATION
OFFERS LOTS OF CONTENT
Hillsborough may not have a big,
prominent recreation building, but that
does not mean it is lacking a robust recreation program.
It all started in 1979 when a joint powers agreement was established between the
Hillsborough school district and the Town.
A recreation commission consisting of two
City Council members, two members of
the school board and one member at large
oversees the program. Initial emphasis was
on activities for before and after school,
including some sports and coordination
with Little League, and it has grown from
there. “There are now 15 to 20 sports teams,
just for middle school alone,” said Tony
Giacomazzi, recreation director.
Giacomazzi came aboard four years ago
and says he took over a well-run curriculum
and is simply trying to “keep offering classes
that people want to join.” And as autumn
approaches, now is the time to peruse the
brochure to discover all that is offered.
More than two dozen independent
instructors, some with multiple classes,
provide learning and activities for all ages,
pre-school through adult. The majority of

classes are held in Hillsborough, either on
a school campus or at Town Hall. Some of
the popular classes have been around for
years and others are new, based on requests
from the community.
Offerings begin with preschool programs for two-year-olds and extend to
enrichment classes such as music, theater,
dance, sports, fitness and education for
elementary and middle school students.
Adults can involve themselves in a debate
club, bridge, mahjong, knitting, yoga,
tennis or even violin. Summer is over but
next year, check out the summer camps,
golf and sports lessons, and theater and
music classes.
“Things are going great,” Giacomazzi
said. “We just created a new logo and are
very excited about it. We have lots of participation. The schools are very aware of
us. But, sadly, some people don’t know we
are around.”
Now you do. Join in the fun! Check
out hillsboroughrecreation.com to find out
about the program. Brochures were mailed to
every home in July. If you did not receive one,
please call the Department at 650-342-5439.
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POLICE BLOTTER
For the three-month period of April, May, and June, the Hillsborough
Police Department (HPD) handled 4,258 calls for service. In those three
months, HPD arrested 12 adults and two juveniles, responded to and investigated 17 non-injury and four injury vehicle collisions, and completed 155
police reports. HPD also conducted 968 vehicle checks, 150 traffic stops,
1960 watch list home checks, 757 security checks at the schools and other
facilities, and 196 suspicious persons and vehicles inspections.
A sample of some of the notable calls for service that occurred during this
period is listed below:
• An alert citizen notified HPD of a suspicious vehicle parked near the Burlingame Country Club. The responding officers located the vehicle with six
juveniles inside. Also inside the vehicle were stolen golf flags and bunker
rakes as well as alcohol. In addition, further investigation revealed that
the juveniles had committed mailbox vandalisms and tipped over portable
toilets throughout Hillsborough. All of the juveniles were detained and
released to their parents and the case was sent to Juvenile Court.
• An alert citizen notified HPD of a truck illegally dumping garden materials near Nueva School. Responding officers noted that a male passenger
dumped something in the bushes upon their arrival, which was determined to be crystal methamphetamine. In addition, a large quantity of
jewelry and electronics was located in the vehicle. Further investigation
revealed that the majority of the property had been taken in auto burglaries and a residential burglary. The male was also determined to be a
wanted felon from the state of Washington with extradition orders. The
male was arrested and booked into the San Mateo County Jail. The female driver had lied about her true identity to the investigating officers. It
was determined that she was a wanted felon, also from Washington, and
had taken part in some of the thefts. In addition, she is a known identity
thief and was in possession of personal information without the identified
persons’ knowledge or permission. She was booked into the San Mateo
County Jail.
• A female came to the HPD lobby to report that her husband had assaulted
her. She had visible injuries. Officers investigated the case and determined
that her husband had assaulted her. The officers responded to their home
and arrested the husband. He was booked into the San Mateo County Jail
for domestic violence charges.
• HPD received a 9-1-1 call from a man who was reporting that his daughter’s ex-boyfriend was on his property and he feared for his daughter’s
safety. Responding officers located the subject and sent him on his way.
While the investigating officer was still on scene, the ex-boyfriend sent a
text message to the daughter threatening to kill or injure members of the
family and her. The investigating officer went to the ex-boyfriend’s home
in Redwood Shores and placed him under arrest for making criminal
threats. He was booked into the San Mateo County Jail where he was also
served with an emergency protective order that ordered him not to come in
contact with members of the family.
• While investigating a residential burglary that had just occurred, an alert
witness notified the HPD that he had a description of the suspect vehicle
that had left the residence prior to police arrival. A county-wide broadcast
was initiated to all law enforcement agencies of the vehicle’s description.
A San Mateo County Sheriff’s deputy saw the vehicle near Hwy 280 in
Millbrae and conducted an enforcement stop. Responding Hillsborough
officers came to the scene and determined that the two adults were in a
stolen vehicle and that property from the Hillsborough burglary was inside
the vehicle. Both adults were arrested and booked into the San Mateo
County Jail.
• An HPD officer made an enforcement stop on a vehicle for vehicle code
violations. Upon contacting the driver, it was determined that he was on
probation for drug offenses. During a probation search of the car, officers
located a pipe used for smoking methamphetamine as well as needles used
for injecting narcotics. The driver was arrested and released on a citation
from the scene.
• HPD received a 9-1-1 call of a solo vehicle collision. While en route to the
call, the witnesses saw five people run away from the vehicle. Upon arrival,
officers were told by multiple witnesses that the group fled into a green belt
area. Officers noted alcoholic beverages in the car and found a wallet with
identification in front of a fence that the group had jumped over. After a
search of the area, the driver was located approximately 1.5 miles from the
crash. He was a juvenile and was intoxicated. It was determined that he
was the driver of the car and he was arrested and released to his parents
on a promise to appear in court.
• Hillsborough officers have responded to a number of juvenile parties
where alcohol was being consumed. In some cases, adults have been
on scene and have known that this illegal activity was occurring. As a
reminder, it is illegal to provide alcohol to minors and the civil liability is
extremely high if an injury occurs as the result of a juvenile consuming alcohol at your residence. In one previous case, the Department of Alcoholic
Beverage Control has begun an investigation due to the fact that a minor
was seriously injured in a motor vehicle accident after consuming alcohol
at a Hillsborough residence.

Hillsborough PD Alarm Monitoring

The Police Department provides direct connection to its dispatch center
for alarm monitoring services. This is a voluntary subscription for Hillsborough residents. The HPD utilizes alarm monitoring systems which are
monitored by the Hillsborough Communications Center. The current alarm
monitoring fee is $24 per month, billed every two months with the water
bill.
For information about the HPD alarm monitoring services, please contact
the Hillsborough Police alarm specialist at 650-375-7472.
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TOWN COUNCIL MEETINGS
2nd Mondays
6 p.m. at Town Hall, 1600 Floribunda Avenue
TOWN HALL
Kathy Leroux, Acting City Manager
kleroux@hillsborough.net
Administration: (650) 375-7400
Town Hall & Water Department Hours:
Monday – Thursday: 7:30 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.
Friday: 7:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Building and Planning: (650) 375-7411
Finance Department: (650) 375-7400
Public Works and City Engineer: (650) 375-7444
Water (service and billing): (650) 375-7402
After-hours, Urgent Service (650) 375-7470
POLICE DEPARTMENT
Mark O’Connor, Chief
Non-emergency/24 hours (650) 375-7470
Code Enforcement Hotline: (650) 375-7572
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Engineering – Education – Enforcement

raffic safety is a science, according to Chief Mark
O’Connor of the Hillsborough Police Department (HPD).
The science consists of three ‘E’s: engineering, education
and enforcement, and all three elements are essential in
order to keep the streets of Hillsborough safe.
Not long ago, a local television reporter rode along with Hillsborough Officer Nicholas Chinca during a San Mateo County
Saturation Traffic Enforcement Program (STEP) deployment, a
county-wide effort to enforce traffic laws. Officer Chinca stopped
a driver who had rolled through a stop sign. “My knee hurts so
I could not step on the brakes,” the man told the officer. On the
same ride, a woman was stopped for speeding. She “explained”
that she needed to look at the map on her cell phone, as her reason
for speeding.
These interactions sometimes elicit a chuckle or two, but traffic violations are a serious business, recently prompting plenty of
community chatter on social media, and this review.
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TRAFFIC SAFETY BASED ON THREE ‘E’s

1600 Floribunda Avenue
Hillsborough, CA 94010

HILLSBOROUGH TOWN COUNCIL
(650) 375-7400
council@hillsborough.net

3 R D

CENTRAL COUNTY FIRE DEPARTMENT
John Kammeyer, Fire Chief (650) 558-7600
CENTRAL COUNTY FIRE BOARD
Marie Chuang, Commissioner
Jess “Jay” Benton
ARCHITECTURE & DESIGN REVIEW BOARD (ADRB)
Board Meeting 1st and/or 3rd Mondays
4 p.m. – Town Hall
Laurence M. May, Commissioner
Lionel Foster, Chair
Christian Huebner, Leonard Mezhvinsky,
Nan Ryan, Jerry Winges
CODE ENFORCEMENT HEARING PANEL
Robert Berger, Catherine Lee,
Leonard Mezhvinsky
FINANCIAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Alvin Royse, Commissioner
David Steirman, Chair
Jeffrey Baxter, David Brooks, Kathy Ceremsak,
Josh Cooperman, Maryellie Johnson
Richard Kuersteiner, Paul Regan, Emeritus Advisor
CITIZENS COMMUNICATION
ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Shawn Christianson, Commissioner
Julie Borden, Chair
Anne Baxter,
Paul Saffo, Ann Malouf
Diana Witzel, Advisor

HILLSBOROUGH
NEIGHBORHOOD NETWORK (HNN)
EMERGENCY PREP
hnn@hillsborough.net
Marie Chuang and
Shawn Christianson,
City Council liaisons
HILLSBOROUGH CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT
(650) 342-5193
Anthony Ranii, Superintendent
Lynne Esselstein, School Board President
HILLSBOROUGH RECREATION
(650) 342-5439
Tony Giacomazzi, Director
tgiacomazzi@hcsd.k12.ca.us
Jess “Jay” Benton, Town Commissioner
Laurence M. May, Town Commissioner
Lynne Esselstein, HCSD Commissioner
Michele Bosschart, Member at Large
UTILITIES
COMCAST (800) 945-2288
PG&E (24 hours) (800) 743-5000
PG&E Outage Info: (800) 743-5002
RECOLOGY (650) 595-3900
Hazardous Material: (800) 449-7587
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Engineering
Safety starts with speed limits. There are two types of speed,
design speed and posted speed. If a street is narrow without long
site lines, a motorist will naturally drive more slowly. If a street
or roadway is wide open, long and straight like Highway 5, then a
motorist will tend to go fast. In both of these two cases, this is the
design speed, meaning a driver will travel as fast as he perceives
is safe. The other type of speed is posted speed, referring to the
signs that dictate a speed limit. Safety is obtained by engineering
street design and posting signs.
The design speed of many streets in Hillsborough is good,
said Paul Willis, city engineer and director of Public Works. The
curves, narrowness and over-hanging tree canopies naturally
cause motorists to slow down.
Compared to many of the roadway segments throughout
Town, Hayne, Ralston and Skyline are more straight and offer
greater sight distance. Due to the nature of the community, with
walkers, bikers, school children, etc., the design speed on these
streets is not the preferable speed. It is then the responsibility of
Public Works to engineer methods to slow traffic. In these cases,
the roadway edges can be painted with wide white lines to narrow
the appearance of the road, and large “buttons” can be placed in
the center of the road to further narrow the appearance. Asphalt
with a rough surface can be used to increase traction for improved
stops. However, this modification must be balanced with neighborhood desires for a quieter driving environment. Signs are added
to post the recommended speed limit.
There are other engineering methods that can be employed to
slow traffic, such as roundabouts, speed humps, and stop signs.
However, all of these methods are balanced with the impact on
immediate neighbors and possible emergency response time delays.
The primary responsibility is to make the street as safe as
possible and practical, from a design standpoint.

Hillsborough’s Police and
Public Works departments
use a number of measures
to create safe driving
within the Town.
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Education
Engineers and police work together to educate drivers. Signs,
whether regular, enhanced or flashing, are educational; they inform
drivers of the speed limit. “Some people driving through Town have
no idea how fast they are driving,” O’Connor said. The flashing
speed signs and radar speed trailer can be placed wherever a complaint is received and it serves as a great educational tool. Police
presence is another great reminder, along with warning citations
and talking to motorists about the law. “Our collective goal is
to change the behavior of the motorist when a moving violation
occurs,” O’Connor added.
Enforcement
Enforcement is the last of the three Es. Issuing a moving violation is sometimes unavoidable to implement safety. O’Connor
pointed out that the Town has a very low number of collisions and
added that pedestrian/vehicle-related collisions have been reduced
during the last 10 years.
“When residents complain about speeding vehicles, we respond
to the area and often deploy the radar trailer in order to gain
voluntary compliance. When officers observe a violation and an
enforcement stop is made, the officer will evaluate the nature of
the violation and the motorist’s driving history before determining if a moving violation or a warning citation is appropriate,”
O’Connor said.
“The three Es are like legs on a stool,” he continued. “Without
any one of them, the others can be ineffective when considering
our goal of safe streets. It’s a cooperative on-going effort between
Public Works/Engineering and the Police Department to make
the roadways of Hillsborough as safe as possible for everyone.”

