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TOWN INFORMATION
HILLSBOROUGH CITY COUNCIL
(650) 375-7400
council@hillsborough.net
Mayor Marie Chuang
Vice Mayor Shawn Christianson
Jess “Jay” Benton
Laurence M. May
Alvin Royse
CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS
2nd Mondays
6 p.m. at Town Hall, 1600 Floribunda Avenue
TOWN HALL
Kathy Leroux, City Manager
kleroux@hillsborough.net
Administration: (650) 375-7400
Town Hall & Water Department Hours:
Monday – Thursday: 7:30 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.
Friday: 7:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Building and Planning: (650) 375-7411
Finance Department: (650) 375-7400
Public Works and City Engineer: (650) 375-7444
Water (service and billing): (650) 375-7402
After-hours, Urgent Service (650) 375-7470
POLICE DEPARTMENT
Mark O’Connor, Chief
Non-emergency/24 hours (650) 375-7470
Code Enforcement Hotline: (650) 375-7572
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CENTRAL COUNTY FIRE DEPARTMENT
John Kammeyer, Fire Chief (650) 558-7600
CENTRAL COUNTY FIRE BOARD
Marie Chuang, Director
Jess “Jay” Benton, Vice-chair
ARCHITECTURE & DESIGN REVIEW BOARD (ADRB)
Board Meeting 1st and/or 3rd Mondays
4 p.m. – Town Hall
Laurence M. May, Commissioner
Lionel Foster, Chair, Leonard Mezhvinsky,
Nan Ryan, Jerry Winges, Kathleen Egan
CODE ENFORCEMENT HEARING PANEL
Laurence M. May, City Council liaison
Police Chief Mark O’Conner, Catherine Lee, Chair
Robert Berger, Kitty Mullooly,
Dennis Tom, David Weinberger
FINANCIAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Alvin Royse, Commissioner
David Steirman, Chair
Jeffrey Baxter, David Brooks, Josh Cooperman,
Rod Ferguson, Maryellie Johnson
Richard Kuersteiner, Paul Regan, Emeritus Advisor
CITIZENS COMMUNICATION
ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Shawn Christianson, Commissioner
Julie Borden, Chair
Anne Baxter, Mary Ellen Benninger, Ann Malouf
Diana Witzel, Advisor

HILLSBOROUGH
NEIGHBORHOOD NETWORK (HNN)
EMERGENCY PREP
hnn@hillsborough.net
HILLSBOROUGH
CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT
(650) 342-5193
Anthony Ranii, Superintendent
Gilbert Wai, School Board President
HILLSBOROUGH RECREATION
(650) 342-5439
Tony Giacomazzi, Director
tgiacomazzi@hcsd.k12.ca.us
Jess “Jay” Benton, Town Commissioner
Laurence M. May, Town Commissioner
Lynne Esselstein, HCSD Commissioner
Don Geddis, Commissioner
Michele Bosschart, Member at Large
UTILITIES
COMCAST (800) 945-2288
PG&E (24 hours) (800) 743-5000
PG&E Outage Info: (800) 743-5002
RECOLOGY (650) 595-3900
Hazardous Material: (650) 372-6200
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WINTER RAINS BRING
SPECTACULAR WILDLIFE

his year’s record rains have delivered more than just a
bounty of water – the abundance is also triggering a sharp
increase in local wildlife populations. Notice more than
the usual number of gopher holes in your lawn or brush
bunnies in your garden? Thank the rains. Meanwhile, populations
of deer mice, moles and skunks are also rising, and we will likely see
a baby boom among black-tailed deer later in the spring.
This new abundance of wildlife will in turn work its way up the
food chain in the coming months. Wildlife experts are already noting
an increase in rodent-loving rattlesnakes, and there are early hints
that the number of raccoons, coyote, and bobcats will rise as the year
progresses. And yes, the number of mountain lion sightings will rise.
Whether this wildlife show is a gift or a nuisance is entirely up
to us. On the positive side, we have the privilege of observing some
truly magnificent local wildlife up close. No need to go hiking – it is
happening right outside our windows. Some of the wildlife on view
is completely new – for example, wild turkeys have been observed
in town earlier this year, a first in recent memory.
Of course this population boom has its headaches. Lawns
pockmarked by gopher holes, mole tracks in gardens and deer mice
hiding in garages will likely drive many to distraction at one time
or another over the next year. But in moments of frustration, it is
essential to remember that the local critters don’t live in our backyard – we live in theirs.
This directly affects how we respond when wildlife becomes a
problem. The single most effective step one can take is prevention
in the form of eliminating habitat and attractants for undesired
animals. A bungee cord on a trash can will go a long way to keeping raccoons from becoming regular visitors, and deter wily ravens
from spreading one’s garbage up and down the street on trash day.
Removing wood piles and other low debris close to the house deters
deer mice – and the rattlesnakes stalking them. Take care to keep
your pets from interacting with wildlife; it is equally dangerous for
the wildlife as for Fido and Fluffy. Above all, be sure your foundation is tightly sealed against four-legged squatters!
An ounce of prevention is vastly preferable to a pound of cure.
Trapping should be used as a last resort because it is cruel, expensive
and generally ineffective. Deer mice and other critters at the bottom
of the food chain are prodigious breeders. Removing one mouse is

This year’s
rain will
bring an
abundance
of wildlife
to Hillsborough, such
as rattlesnakes, left,
and bobcats,
right.

as pointless as removing a marble from a box full of marbles – the
other mice will rush to fill in the empty spot. And poisons are not
only ineffective; they are illegal, because they spread death up the
food chain as dying rodents are consumed by bobcats, hawks and
other predators. Horrified locals recently found a dying coyote in a
San Francisco playground – it suffered an excruciatingly slow death
from massive internal bleeding caused by four different rat poisons
found in its body.
So as winter’s rain bounty ushers in a dramatic spring wildlife
show, prudence dictates planning and patience. This is a marvelous
learning opportunity for children and a delight for backyard wildlife
lovers. Keep a camera and a nice pair of binoculars at the ready!
Concerned about wildlife? For mosquitoes and small rodents,
contact the San Mateo County Mosquito and Vector Control
District (www.smcmvcd.org). If you encounter a sick or injured
animal, contact the Peninsula Humane Society/SPCA at 650340-8200 during working hours or 650-363-4953 for after-hours
emergencies. For bigger wildlife, CA Fish & Wildlife would be
the main contact (https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/). For some issues
where animals need to be removed from a structure or trapped for
some other reason, residents may need to contact a professional,
licensed wildlife trapper.
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HILLSBOROUGH WEATHERS
WINTER STORMS WELL

Everyone from grandparents to grandchildren, and especially veterans, come out to
enjoy Hillsborough’s Annual Memorial Day Parade. Mark your calendars for Monday, May 29, 2017.

PARADE TIME AGAIN!
Our community will be celebrating
our 8th Annual Memorial Day Parade in
Hillsborough on Monday, May 29, 2017!
The Parade, with honored veterans, kids,
community groups, marching bands, and
horses starts at 10:30 a.m. at Town Hall,
travels up Floribunda, turns left at Eucalyptus and ends at North School. Larry
Raffo is returning as our announcer at
North, for his 8th year in a row! Superintendent Anthony Ranaii is returning as our
announcer at the Sharon and Floribunda
traffic circle. The Carnival and Music

Festival will take place on the Crocker
School field this year due to construction
on the North School field. The Carnival,
complete with games, petting zoo and dunk
tank will begin at 10 a.m. The Observance
Ceremony, followed by the Music Festival,
will begin immediately after the conclusion of the Parade, at approximately 11:45
a.m. Want to join in and volunteer at the
Parade or Carnival? Please email parade@
hillsborough.net. Everyone is welcome!
For complete information go to www.
hillsboroughparade.com.

MULLINS MOVES TO
SECOND-IN-COMMAND
On John Mullins’ first day as acting
Public Works director six years ago, Hillsborough was experiencing one of the worst
storms to ever hit the Town. The parking lot
at Town Hall was under two feet of water.
Mullins had to literally “dive” into his job
feet first and he has been successfully swimming along ever since. In March, he was
given a new title: Hillsborough’s Assistant
City Manager.
John had been performing the duties
of interim assistant city manager for eight
months, so the move came naturally — as
have many of Mullins’ career moves. With
a number of contractor and inspection certifications under his belt, he moved from the
construction industry to building inspector
in Hillsborough in 2003. Then he became
chief building official and superintendent of
Public Works before taking on the job of
interim assistant city manager. Dozens of
duties came under his purview, and his many
endeavors are described with words like coordinate, modernize, improve, restructure,
implement and manage. Volunteer might be
a good word, too, as he donated hours to
events like Light Up the Town, the Memorial
Day Parade, the Veterans’ Day Celebration
and the Hillsborough Concours d’Elegance.
To continue in his new post, Mullins will
build on his accomplishments, with, he said,
customer service being the overriding guide.
His work in many departments isn’t
unusual in Hillsborough, where Mullins
observed, “The organization works well
because there is so much collaboration.
That’s unique. Here we work together and
wear a lot of hats.”
His duties include information tech-

nology, communication, coordination
of the Hillsborough
Neighborhood Network, liaison for local
organizations, and a
host of other responsibilities.
Mullins was born
in Sacramento and
John Mullins
moved to Pacifica in
1966, where he currently lives. He attended
Terra Nova High School, Chico State and
the College of San Mateo where he not
only earned a degree in building technology
but went on to teach building code for five
years. Mullins’ father worked for Bechtel,
so perhaps building, engineering and construction run in his veins. Mullins worked
for a number of construction companies,
primarily in management and inspection
positions, before coming to Hillsborough.
He belongs to many international and state
code enforcement and building inspection
organizations.
Yet it is not all work and no play for
Mullins. He and his wife have two highschool-age daughters, leading Mullins to
coach, umpire and referee girls’ softball and
soccer. He has volunteered to build homes
for Habitat for Humanity and construct
playgrounds and ballfields for the Pacifica
School District and Recreation Department.
Mullins likes to ski, hike, and water ski. And
for 23 years he has played softball for the
San Francisco Softball League, for his team
called “Nearly Normal.” By all accounts,
however, Hillsborough’s new assistant city
manager is well above normal.

According to Public Works Director
Paul Willis, this season’s storms, which
brought more than 300 percent of the
average rainfall to Town from December
through February, were so uneventful, he
did not even need to pull out his camera.
Happily, there was no dramatic damage
to photograph.
“There was minimum occurrence of
flooding or property damage, there were
not a lot of trees causing damage and no
one was hurt,” he reported. The biggest
problem, a fallen tree that caused a weeklong power outage, ironically happened at
the Public Works’ corporation yard. But
while PG&E replaced downed lines that
ran from San Raymundo to Farm Lane,
Public Works used their own generator
and weathered the mishap.
A lot of effort went into preparing
the Town for the storms. The largest
“preparation” was a multimillion dollar
trunkline project along Crystal Springs
Road, a scheduled pipeline enlargement
that was required when the Town was issued a Cease & Desist Order a few years
ago to fix the line and eliminate sanitary
sewage overflows into San Mateo Creek.
This trunk line, almost two miles in
length within the Town of Hillsborough
also serves the city of San Mateo, county
of San Mateo, and the Crystal Springs
County Sanitation District. The previous
line was old (made of clay), prone to root

HILLSBOROUGH 2017 LOCAL
EARTH DAY JUNE 3
Many helpful, interesting and worthwhile events are scheduled for Hillsborough’s Earth Day.
Plan to spend the morning at Town
Hall on Saturday, June 3, 9 a.m. to noon.
• Document shred-it truck — Bring
up to five legal-size boxes of documents you want to dispose of and
have them shredded for free.
• E-scrap drop-off — Recycle any broken or unused electronic equipment.
• Compost give-away — Please bring
your own containers and shovels to
scoop up some of this rich ingredient
for your garden.
• Energy conservation and green
building booth — Learn about the
Town’s Green Building Ordinance
for construction and remodeling.
• Peninsula Clean Energy (PCE)
booth — Learn more about the

Town’s official energy provider and
its benefits.
• Advanced Water Metering Infrastructure (AMI) — Learn how to
“log on” and view your daily water
use and detect possible leaks.
• Water conservation booth — Learn
about the Town’s new programs to
save on outdoor water use. Take
home a free water conservation tool.
• Home protection booth — Sign up
for SMC Alert. Get tips on home
security.
• Emergency preparedness booth
— Learn about your local neighborhood disaster preparedness
group, Hillsborough Neighborhood
Network (HNN), and how to get
involved.
Mark the date on your calendar and
we’ll see you there!

SAVE THE DATES!
Pancakes for Patriots

Saturday, May 20, 8 a.m. – 11 a.m.,
Town Hall. Enjoy breakfast and support
the troops by attending the pancake
fundraiser for Hillsborough’s Adopt-AUnit program, sponsored by the
San Mateo County First Responders
Lions Club.

CALLING ALL VETERANS!

The Hillsborough Beautification
Foundation (HBF), in partnership with the
Town of Hillsborough, is hoping to update
the list of veterans on the wall outside of
Town Hall. This case has the names of
Hillsborough residents who served in WWII,
but it is not a complete list of our Town’s
veterans. The goal is to include all residents
of Hillsborough, living or deceased, who
served or are now serving in the United
States military. Any residents who would
like their names, or those of their resident
loved ones, included, should:
• Email HBF at hillsboroughbeautifica-

intrusion, and undersized for the uphill
developments that were added over the
past 50 years.
“Hillsborough had no — zero —
overflows this season,” Willis said with
satisfaction. “No fines, no impacts.” The
huge, expensive project “paid off,” he said.
The Town Council last year also authorized the purchase of a street sweeper
— one that was small, narrow and strong
enough for Hillsborough’s hilly terrain —
that proved invaluable this year, Willis
continued. The new machine swept up
piles of leaves during the fall that would
have clogged drains, and continued to do
its job during the storms.
The National Weather Service was
a factor, too. Willis said his department
receives timely relevant information from
the service which enables them to prepare.
Many of the storms occurred during the
holidays, making it necessary to have
enough staff on hand to manage the downpours and any subsequent problems, which
called for extra time from the crews. Any
fallen trees or power lines were quickly
addressed by staff or PG&E.
“There was really nothing eventful,”
Willis said, adding that there was one negative: potholes. Usually roads are repaired
during the drier season, but this year the
large amounts of rain created potholes that
had to be addressed immediately. This has
been an issue statewide.

tion@yahoo.com.
• Or leave a message at (650) 829-5159.
• Or drop a note to HBF, c/o Hillsborough
Town Hall, 1600 Floribunda Avenue,
Hillsborough, CA 94010.
When responding, please list the full
name, branch of military, and if known,
their dates of service along with your name,
telephone number, and email address so we
can contact you if we have any questions.
A reminder: All of our veterans are
invited to participate in HBF’s Veterans
Day Celebration on Friday, November 10,
2017 at 10 a.m.
–2–

HNN Second Quarter
Informational Session

Includes free fire extinguisher refills/
recharges.
(See article.)

Memorial Day Parade

Monday, May 29, beginning 10:30 a.m.
at Town Hall.
(See article.)

Hillsborough 2017 Local
Earth Day

Saturday, June 3, 9 a.m – noon, Town
Hall. (See article.)

Hillsborough Concours
Golf Tournament

June 17
(See www.hillsboroughconcours.org)

Hillsborough Concours
d’Elegance

Sunday, July 16, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m., Crystal
Springs Golf Course. (See article.)

Harvest Garden workshops

Hillsborough Beautification Foundation
invites volunteers of all ages (children
under middle-school age must be accompanied by an adult) to attend any
of the upcoming Harvest Garden Sunday workshops at the Harvest Garden,
from 2 p.m. – 4 p.m.
May 21, June 4 and 25, July 9 and 23,
and August 6 and 20.
If someone is interested in volunteering, they are welcome to email Lennie
Gotcher at lenniego@gmail.com or Yannick Rochester at yrochester@aol.com.
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FAMOUS CHRYSLERS, JAZZY JAGS SHOWCASED
AT CONCOURS D’ELEGANCE JULY 16
Back in the 1960s, when the Rat Pack
ruled the entertainment industry, Frank
Sinatra drove a 1962 Dual Ghia L6.4. This
beautiful and rare automobile will roll onto
the Crystal Springs Golf Course on Sunday,
July 16, for the 61st Hillsborough Concours
d’ Elegance, the longest continually running
concours in the country.
Sinatra’s Dual Ghia, an Italian-bodied
Chrysler, will be one of many featured
Chryslers this year as the Chrysler is the
chosen domestic marque car for 2017.
Jaguar was chosen to be the foreign
marque car.
According to Richard Kelaita, the
Concours’ new chairman, organizing this
year’s show with various committee chairs
and volunteers has been rewarding and
enjoyable. “I’m a passionate car guy and
I like to volunteer to support important
charities, so this job is perfect for me,” he

Frank Sinatra’s beloved 1962 Dual Ghia will be featured at Hillsborough’s Concours
d’Elegance on July 16 at Crystal Springs Golf Course.
said. Kelaita has taken over from former
chair Rob Fisher, who ran the event for the
past seven years.
“Rob built a machine which helped
bring Concours to a new level,” Kelaita said,
and he plans to build on its newfound success. “The biggest challenge going forward
is in balancing putting on a terrific car show

TOWN BRIEFS
During the first quarter of 2017, City Council:
• To save money on fuel, negotiated an agreement with an oil company for
delivery of unleaded gasoline and diesel fuel to two fuel tanks at the Public
Works corporation yard, plus gasoline and high-octane unleaded fuel to two
fuel tanks at the police station. Purchasing in bulk costs less than purchasing
from a local gas station. The estimated annual cost for fuel for Public Works
is approximately $61,000 and $42,000 for the Police Department, and saves
approximately $50,000 per year compared to the previous bid.
• As part of the 30-year storm water maintenance plan, approved additional
work on Lookout Road to minimize seepage and associated instability at a
cost of $79,000. The work will include the repair and installation of new
curb and gutters, crack-sealing the existing impacted roadway, installing
new underground storm drain pipes, and installing new inlets to collect
storm water.
• Awarded a $229,000 contract for the Cherry Creek water pump station to
replace the existing pump station, modify electrical services so both pumps
can run simultaneously and add a stand-by engine generator. Improvements will increase access to water for fire suppression, improve continued
water service during power shortages and increase water availability to the
public.
• Following a study on cost of water service and rates, and multiple public
hearings, adopted maximum rates for the Town’s water service charges and
volume charges for a five-year period. Also authorized the implementation of
revenue stabilization factors to the rates of the volume charges, as necessary.
Revenues from the proposed charges are expected to increase on average five
percent per year to cover the projected costs of providing water service over
the next five-year rate period.
• Accepted the 2016 General Plan Implementation Report. Key highlights
in the progress of meeting the regional housing needs allocation for 2016
included processing 22 new housing units, seven of which were on vacant
property and eight of which were second units; and participation in the San
Mateo County “Home for All Initiative.”

with raising funds that can truly make a
difference for our charities, which include
the Hillsborough Schools Foundation,
Autism Speaks, and The Guardsmen (an
organization that helps at-risk children).”
In addition to the car show on July 16,
there are several events connected to the
Concours, including a golf tournament on
June 17, 2017.
For the car show on July 16, gates will
open at 10 a.m. The admission fee is $35
per person, which includes free parking.
Children 12 and under are free. For tickets
and more information regarding the car
show and related Concours events, visit the
website, www.hillsboroughconcours.org.
Mark your calendars for a delightful
sunny day and another great Concours d’
Elegance on Sunday, July 16!

HNN MEETING
ON MAY 23:
TOGETHER
WE CAN BE
PREPARED
It is difficult to remember to refill
or recharge your fire extinguisher, but
it can be very important. On May 23,
in conjunction with the next HNN
meeting, ACE Fire Extinguishers will
have a service truck and technician
available at Town Hall to refresh extinguishers — free for Hillsborough
residents. Extinguishers will also be
available for purchase.
This is one of many benefits made
available by Hillsborough Neighborhood Network (HNN), an organization
geared toward emergency preparedness
at the neighborhood level, with the goal
of being self-sufficient for the first 72
hours after a disaster.
HNN’s 2017 Second Quarter Informational Session: Together We Can
Be Prepared takes place at Town Hall.
Details below:
Pre-meeting and until
6 p.m.
7:30 p.m., refill or replace
your fire extinguisher.

People

• On March 3, 2017, the City Council recognized newly retired Corporal
Peter Scatena for his 20-plus years in law enforcement, 16 of which were
with the Town of Hillsborough. Corporal Scatena took on many responsibilities for the Hillsborough Police Department, including supervisor, watch
commander, motor officer, driving instructor, police academy instructor and
field training officer. HPD wishes Corporal Scatena a happy and healthy
retirement, stating, “You will be missed.”
• Sherry Haber was selected by the Associated Parents’ Group (APG) of the
Hillsborough City School District as Citizen of the Year for 2016-17. A
resident of the Town since 2003, Haber has spent 11 years volunteering in
the school district at both North and Crocker schools, as well as serving on
the Hillsborough Schools Foundation board for two years. She also has been
a scout leader, a Memorial Day Parade volunteer and a volunteer at Burlingame High School.
• Carol Gutierrez, who has spent 27 years teaching in Hillsborough schools,
was given the Community Care Award for 2016-17 by the APG. Gutierrez
has taught at all three elementary schools. She is currently a second grade
teacher at North School.

6:30 p.m.
to
7:15 p.m.

Presentation on the fundamentals of the HNN
program and being prepared via HNN.

Presentation on Temblor (ht tp: //temblor/
net/#about). Temblor is
an app which enables
everyone to learn their
seismic, landslide, tsunami, fire and flood hazards. It may help residents
determine the best way
to reduce risks to their
homes, with proactive
solutions.
Refreshments and finger foods will
be provided. The meeting is a good opportunity to meet neighbors, mingle,
and learn life-saving information.
7:15 p.m.
to
8 p.m.

From PG&E

Andrea Menniti, spokesperson for PG&E, reported that PG&E started
work in mid-April on the pipeline replacement project that runs along Black
Mountain Road. The natural gas transmission pipeline replacement begins
one mile south of Golf Course Drive, runs across Golf Course Drive and Skyline Boulevard, and ends approximately one-fourth mile north of Golf Course
Drive, resulting in replacement of about one mile of pipeline. Menniti said
affected residents were notified of construction details, work schedules and
anticipated traffic impacts. PG&E predicts construction will be completed by
the end of November 2017.
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TREE
ASSESSMENT
IN TOWN

California has had several years of
severe weather, from extreme drought
conditions to the wettest winter on record.
This weather has unfortunately stressed
and damaged trees throughout California,
including Hillsborough. In response, the
Town hired a consulting arborist, Kevin
Kielty, to conduct an assessment of trees
adjacent to Town roadways.
During the assessment of the Town’s 87
centerline miles of roadways, three parks,
42 landscaped areas and 20 Town-owned
properties located within Hillsborough, the
Town’s consulting arborist identified, recorded and tagged approximately 120 trees
that need attention and or have limbs that
hang down within 14 feet of the roadway,
within nine feet of pedestrian walkways, or
impair roadway and line-of-sight visibility. A
majority of the trees identified are within the
streetscape area, which is the area between
the roadway and the frontage of the property.
According to the arborist, the most
severely affected (dead or dying) trees are
Monterey pines, other pines and redwoods.
The redwoods were affected by the drought,
and the pines were affected by drought,
pine pitch canker and bark beetles, which
feast on stressed trees. Oak trees along the
roadway fared better during the drought but
got beat up by passing vehicles, resulting in
scarring and low-hanging limbs.
Given the potential costs associated
with the removal and replacement of the affected trees in the streetscape area along the
roadway, the Town Council has reduced the
cost of an encroachment permit to replace
trees in the streetscape, from $328 to only
$25. This permit will still provide the Town
with the security and ability to ensure that
the removal or replacement of trees planted
in the right-of-way will not interfere with
the traffic line-of-sight or impact utilities
or other critical infrastructure. The goal
of the proposed low cost permit is to create a partnership between the Town and
its residents to maintain and enhance the
Town’s urban forest and streetscape areas
and encourage the replanting of trees to
maintain the Town’s neighborhood character. An encroachment permit is not needed
for the trimming of tree limbs impairing
Town roadways.
Additionally, the Town maintains a
list of qualified tree removal companies
and arborists. These are companies and
individuals who have the licenses and experience to safely remove trees in the Town
of Hillsborough, while keeping costs low.
The Town also maintains a preferred tree
list. This list was developed in coordination with the Hillsborough Beautification
Foundation to help Town residents choose
trees that are beautiful, appropriate for
planting in the streetscape area and that
will remain healthy in our local climate.
Please visit the Town’s website (www.
hillsborough.net/130/Building) or contact
the Town’s Building Department (650-3757411) to get a copy of the Town’s qualified
tree removal companies, preferred tree list
or encroachment permit to remove trees in
the streetscape.
Kielty offered guidance on keeping
trees healthy so they do not have to be
removed. Beware of branches that form a
narrow “v”; the optimal healthy shape is a
more open “u.” Look for a decline in the
canopy and signs of deadwood. To enhance
the health of your trees, keep the root area
clean around oaks so the crown can get
oxygen, which helps prevent root fungus.
Continue to mulch around the root zone of
trees which will help hold moisture during
the drier summer months. And unlike recent
summers, this year there will probably be
no need to deep-water.

2ND QUARTER 2017

MOSQUITO AND VECTOR
SERVICES AVAILABLE
Following a wildly wet winter, the
chances of encountering a mosquito or
two as the weather warms are quite high.
There could even be other pests lurking
in Hillsborough’s now exceptionally lush
brush. Not to worry. Help is — and has
been for decades — available through the
San Mateo County Mosquito and Vector
Control District (SMCMVCD).
The organization exists “to safeguard
the health and comfort of the citizens of San
Mateo County through a planned program
to monitor and reduce mosquitoes and other
vectors.” Not only do district employees
travel through the cities on a regular basis
to treat mosquito-breeding hideouts, the
organization offers a variety of individual
home services. For instance:
• For mosquitoes — they offer larvicidal
treatments and mosquito fish for backyard ponds. If you have a mosquito
problem, you can make a report and
technicians will check the entire neighborhood to locate the source and then
treat it appropriately.
• For rodents and nuisance wildlife —
they will inspect a residence, figure out
what’s attracting the critters, help identify where they are getting in and make
suggestions on how to keep them out.
• For yellow jackets — they will provide
control for ground-nesting wasps.
If you are curious about an insect or
rodent, you may bring a sample to the office
or email photos to help identify a potential
problem. The organization also provides
West Nile virus testing.
The District provides information
on raccoons, squirrels, opossum, skunks,
crows and ravens. They will make presentations to schools and community groups.
The website, www.smcmvcd.org, is full
of information and more detail about its
services. The District is located at 1351
Rollins Road in Burlingame, and it can be
reached by telephone: 650-344-8592.
The SMCMVCD is one of the oldest
such districts in the United States. In1904,
when the mosquito infestation was so

FIRE BLOTTER
During the first quarter of 2017,
Central County Fire Department
(which includes Hillsborough, Burlingame and Millbrae) responded to
1,795 calls, as follows:
• Fire calls: 10
• Explosions/ruptures: 2
• EMS/rescue: 1088
• Hazardous conditions: 58
• Public assist: 210
• False alarms: 168
• Other: 259 (These are primarily
calls canceled en route or once
at the scene where no incident is
found, or weather-related calls.)
Central County Fire Department encourages residents to begin
preparing for fire season now. It
may seem a little early, but there
has been so much rain, it’s best to
get a big step ahead by trimming
your trees, grass, and other brush
on your property. If your home is
on a large piece property, please
don’t neglect the perimeter of your
property where dry brush and overgrown vegetation can threaten your
neighbors. Additionally, if you own
a vacant/undeveloped lot, you are
required by Town ordinance to cut
and remove all grasses and overgrown brush and trim trees every
year. For more information, please
call us at (650) 558-7600.

Top, staff member Theresa Shelton
inspects plants for invasive mosquitoes.
Bottom, 1950’s Mosquito Abatement
District staff and vehicles at their Burlingame office.
severe it blackened the skies in the area,
the Burlingame Improvement Club asked
entomologists from the University of California to assist in developing a plan to fight
the pests. H.J. Quayle, an entomologist
with the University Experiment Station,
determined that 95 percent of biting mosquitoes were found in diked reclaimed salt
marshes along the San Francisco Bay. He
developed a plan that included ditching,
repair of existing dikes and tide gates, and
filling low areas, to be supplemented with
the oiling of the remaining standing water.
The plan was implemented in 1905 with
funds from the Burlingame Improvement
Club and continued for seven years. But the
funding dwindled, as did the effectiveness.
By 1912, some of the levees had broken
and the mosquitoes became unbearably
abundant. The Peninsula Hotel, a famous
resort, had to close mid-season, and property values plunged.
In 1913, the Three Cities Mosquito
Control Committee (Hillsborough, Burlingame and San Mateo) formed. They built
drainage ditches, repaired and extended
levees and resumed control with oil. The
effectiveness of their campaign became
known throughout the county and there
were plans to include all of the county, but
the project was dropped and the mosquitoes
returned.
In 1915, the California legislature
passed the Mosquito Abatement Act which
gave local governments the power to obtain revenues and form special districts to
control mosquitos and protect citizens from
mosquito-borne diseases. The Three Cities
Mosquito Abatement District then formed
and services began in 1916. In 1953, the
Pulgas Mosquito Abatement District in
the south county merged with the local
district, and in 2003, the north and west
county voters approved a measure to join
the District, creating the San Mateo County
Mosquito Abatement District. Control
methods evolved over the years — such as
wetlands restoration and new materials for
biological control.
In 2008, the San Mateo County Board
of Supervisors voted to transfer specific vector control operations and responsibilities
to the District and the name was changed
to the San Mateo County Mosquito and
Vector Control District. Thanks go to the
District and its predecessors, including Hillsborough, for taking up the fight years ago.
(Thank you to the SMCMVCD for
their help and information.)
–4–

POLICE BLOTTER
For the first quarter of 2017, the Hillsborough Police Department (HPD)
responded to 6,722 calls for service, which included the arrest of 11 adults,
responding to and investigating 14 non-injury and five injury vehicle collisions, and completion of 130 police reports. They also conducted 127 traffic stops, issued 160 citations (moving and parking violations), checked on
1,688 watch list homes, and performed 991 security checks at the schools
and other facilities. HPD investigated 203 suspicious persons and vehicles
and responded to 690 residential burglary alarms.
A sample of some of the notable calls for service that occurred during
this period is listed below:
• At 9:58 p.m., HPD officers responded to the report of a suspicious
person. The reporting party stated an unknown male knocked on their
door and requested to use a phone. They denied the request and contacted HPD to report the incident. Officers located the subject nearby
and found him to be in possession of marijuana. While contacting the
subject, HPD dispatch received the report of an assault with a deadly
weapon that had just occurred nearby. Officers responded to the scene
and located two victims who had been attacked with a bat. Injuries to
the victims included lacerations, facial injuries, and a concussion. The
investigation revealed that two suspects attempted to purchase marijuana
from a resident. The suspects were denied the purchase. The suspects
then grabbed the marijuana and fled the scene. One of the suspects was
the subject HPD had detained from the suspicious person call. The marijuana in his possession matched the description provided by the victim
so he was placed under arrest. The suspects in the assault were friends
of the robbery suspect. The suspects began striking the victims with bats
and then fled the scene. HPD investigators followed up on this case and
identified suspects. Arrest warrants are pending on the other identified
suspects.
• At 3:08 a.m., HPD officers were dispatched to the report of a disturbance — loud banging and yelling across the street from the reporting
party’s home. Officers arrived on scene and located a male subject leaning against a vehicle that had visible damage, including side view mirrors
torn off, numerous dents and muddy hand and shoe prints all over the
vehicle. The subject leaning against the vehicle was under the influence
of alcohol. He was detained and taken into custody for being drunk in
public. He did not confess to the vandalism of the vehicle but evidence
linking him to the crime was obvious. The case was forwarded to the San
Mateo District Attorney’s Office for prosecution of felony vandalism.
• At 10:24 p.m., HPD officers responded to the report of a solo vehicle collision. Officers arrived on scene and located a vehicle that had collided
into a tree on Crystal Springs Road. The driver of the vehicle was not on
the scene. A witness in the area reported there were two subjects in the
vehicle and provided a description of a female involved. While investigating the collision, a male subject was located nearby and he denied
involvement with the vehicle. The subject displayed obvious signs of being under the influence of alcohol. A records check of the vehicle showed
that it was registered to someone with the same last name as the subject.
He was detained and medics were requested to the scene based on the
potential for injury to the subject. The subject was transported to the
hospital for treatment and did not cooperate with a DUI investigation.
The case was forwarded to the San Mateo County District Attorney’s
Office for prosecution of driving under the influence of alcohol.
• At 1:19 p.m., an officer initiated a traffic stop on a vehicle driving above
the posted speed limit of 25 miles per hour. A records check of the driver’s license showed his driving privilege was suspended in December of
2009. The driver was cited and released from the scene for driving with a
suspended license. His vehicle was towed and impounded for 30 days.

Underage parties

HPD officers responded to 51 disturbance calls; many were for loud
parties and music. There has been an increase in large underage drinking
parties that are knowingly hosted by parents who are present at the home.
HPD has responded to numerous incidents resulting from these types of
parties including, but not limited to, DUI crashes, medical calls, assault and
battery, sexual assault, theft, vandalism, possession of controlled substances and minor in possession of alcohol. The parents who allow these types
of parties expose themselves to civil liability as well as potential criminal
charges including contributing to the delinquency of a minor, child endangerment and furnishing alcohol to a minor, which can result in jail time. If
you are hosting a party for your child and observe underage drinking, do
not hesitate to call HPD for assistance to disperse the party. Public safety is
the Department’s primary goal when responding to the call from a resident
reporting that a party has gotten out of hand. If you are planning a party
and have some concerns, please call HPD or view the Teenage Party Guide
for Teens and Parents information under the police web page located at
www.hillsborough.net.

Automated License Plate
Recognition Technology

As a crime prevention and investigative tool, HPD has been successfully utilizing automated license plate recognition (ALPR) technology since
March, 2016. One of the Hillsborough patrol units outfitted with ALPR
equipment has more than 150,000 license plate reads. While none of these
reads to date has resulted in an arrest or known crime avoidance, the existence of ALPR may have a deterrent effect. The Department will soon be
deploying a traffic trailer also fitted with APLR-fixed equipment The trailer
can be deployed for days at a time at various fixed locations as part of a
crime prevention strategy to deter criminal behavior.
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TOWN INFORMATION
HILLSBOROUGH CITY COUNCIL
(650) 375-7400
council@hillsborough.net
Mayor Marie Chuang
Vice Mayor Shawn Christianson
Jess “Jay” Benton
Laurence M. May
Alvin Royse
CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS
2nd Mondays
6 p.m. at Town Hall, 1600 Floribunda Avenue
TOWN HALL
Kathy Leroux, City Manager
kleroux@hillsborough.net
Administration: (650) 375-7400
Town Hall & Water Department Hours:
Monday – Thursday: 7:30 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.
Friday: 7:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Building and Planning: (650) 375-7411
Finance Department: (650) 375-7400
Public Works and City Engineer: (650) 375-7444
Water (service and billing): (650) 375-7402
After-hours, Urgent Service (650) 375-7470
POLICE DEPARTMENT
Mark O’Connor, Chief
Non-emergency/24 hours (650) 375-7470
Code Enforcement Hotline: (650) 375-7572
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CENTRAL COUNTY FIRE DEPARTMENT
John Kammeyer, Fire Chief (650) 558-7600
CENTRAL COUNTY FIRE BOARD
Marie Chuang, Director
Jess “Jay” Benton, Vice-chair
ARCHITECTURE & DESIGN REVIEW BOARD (ADRB)
Board Meeting 1st and/or 3rd Mondays
4 p.m. – Town Hall
Laurence M. May, Commissioner
Lionel Foster, Chair, Leonard Mezhvinsky,
Nan Ryan, Jerry Winges, Kathleen Egan
CODE ENFORCEMENT HEARING PANEL
Laurence M. May, City Council liaison
Police Chief Mark O’Conner, Catherine Lee, Chair
Robert Berger, Kitty Mullooly,
Dennis Tom, David Weinberger
FINANCIAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Alvin Royse, Commissioner
David Steirman, Chair
Jeffrey Baxter, David Brooks, Josh Cooperman,
Rod Ferguson, Maryellie Johnson
Richard Kuersteiner, Paul Regan, Emeritus Advisor
CITIZENS COMMUNICATION
ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Shawn Christianson, Commissioner
Julie Borden, Chair
Anne Baxter, Mary Ellen Benninger, Ann Malouf
Diana Witzel, Advisor

HILLSBOROUGH
NEIGHBORHOOD NETWORK (HNN)
EMERGENCY PREP
hnn@hillsborough.net
HILLSBOROUGH
CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT
(650) 342-5193
Anthony Ranii, Superintendent
Gilbert Wai, School Board President
HILLSBOROUGH RECREATION
(650) 342-5439
Tony Giacomazzi, Director
tgiacomazzi@hcsd.k12.ca.us
Jess “Jay” Benton, Town Commissioner
Laurence M. May, Town Commissioner
Lynne Esselstein, HCSD Commissioner
Don Geddis, Commissioner
Michele Bosschart, Member at Large
UTILITIES
COMCAST (800) 945-2288
PG&E (24 hours) (800) 743-5000
PG&E Outage Info: (800) 743-5002
RECOLOGY (650) 595-3900
Hazardous Material: (650) 372-6200
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WINTER RAINS BRING
SPECTACULAR WILDLIFE

his year’s record rains have delivered more than just a
bounty of water – the abundance is also triggering a sharp
increase in local wildlife populations. Notice more than
the usual number of gopher holes in your lawn or brush
bunnies in your garden? Thank the rains. Meanwhile, populations
of deer mice, moles and skunks are also rising, and we will likely see
a baby boom among black-tailed deer later in the spring.
This new abundance of wildlife will in turn work its way up the
food chain in the coming months. Wildlife experts are already noting
an increase in rodent-loving rattlesnakes, and there are early hints
that the number of raccoons, coyote, and bobcats will rise as the year
progresses. And yes, the number of mountain lion sightings will rise.
Whether this wildlife show is a gift or a nuisance is entirely up
to us. On the positive side, we have the privilege of observing some
truly magnificent local wildlife up close. No need to go hiking – it is
happening right outside our windows. Some of the wildlife on view
is completely new – for example, wild turkeys have been observed
in town earlier this year, a first in recent memory.
Of course this population boom has its headaches. Lawns
pockmarked by gopher holes, mole tracks in gardens and deer mice
hiding in garages will likely drive many to distraction at one time
or another over the next year. But in moments of frustration, it is
essential to remember that the local critters don’t live in our backyard – we live in theirs.
This directly affects how we respond when wildlife becomes a
problem. The single most effective step one can take is prevention
in the form of eliminating habitat and attractants for undesired
animals. A bungee cord on a trash can will go a long way to keeping raccoons from becoming regular visitors, and deter wily ravens
from spreading one’s garbage up and down the street on trash day.
Removing wood piles and other low debris close to the house deters
deer mice – and the rattlesnakes stalking them. Take care to keep
your pets from interacting with wildlife; it is equally dangerous for
the wildlife as for Fido and Fluffy. Above all, be sure your foundation is tightly sealed against four-legged squatters!
An ounce of prevention is vastly preferable to a pound of cure.
Trapping should be used as a last resort because it is cruel, expensive
and generally ineffective. Deer mice and other critters at the bottom
of the food chain are prodigious breeders. Removing one mouse is

This year’s
rain will
bring an
abundance
of wildlife
to Hillsborough, such
as rattlesnakes, left,
and bobcats,
right.

as pointless as removing a marble from a box full of marbles – the
other mice will rush to fill in the empty spot. And poisons are not
only ineffective; they are illegal, because they spread death up the
food chain as dying rodents are consumed by bobcats, hawks and
other predators. Horrified locals recently found a dying coyote in a
San Francisco playground – it suffered an excruciatingly slow death
from massive internal bleeding caused by four different rat poisons
found in its body.
So as winter’s rain bounty ushers in a dramatic spring wildlife
show, prudence dictates planning and patience. This is a marvelous
learning opportunity for children and a delight for backyard wildlife
lovers. Keep a camera and a nice pair of binoculars at the ready!
Concerned about wildlife? For mosquitoes and small rodents,
contact the San Mateo County Mosquito and Vector Control
District (www.smcmvcd.org). If you encounter a sick or injured
animal, contact the Peninsula Humane Society/SPCA at 650340-8200 during working hours or 650-363-4953 for after-hours
emergencies. For bigger wildlife, CA Fish & Wildlife would be
the main contact (https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/). For some issues
where animals need to be removed from a structure or trapped for
some other reason, residents may need to contact a professional,
licensed wildlife trapper.

