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Alvin Royse
CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS
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TOWN HALL
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Administration: (650) 375-7400
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Building and Planning: (650) 375-7411
Finance Department: (650) 375-7400
Public Works and City Engineer: (650) 375-7444
Water (service and billing): (650) 375-7402
After-hours, Urgent Service (650) 375-7470
POLICE DEPARTMENT
Mark O’Connor, Chief
Non-emergency/24 hours (650) 375-7470
Code Enforcement Hotline: (650) 375-7572

CENTRAL COUNTY FIRE DEPARTMENT
John Kammeyer, Fire Chief (650) 558-7600
CENTRAL COUNTY FIRE BOARD
Marie Chuang, Director
Jess “Jay” Benton, Vice-chair
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Board Meeting 1st and/or 3rd Mondays
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Lionel Foster, Chair, Leonard Mezhvinsky,
Nan Ryan, Jerry Winges, Kathleen Egan
CODE ENFORCEMENT HEARING PANEL
Laurence M. May, City Council liaison
Police Chief Mark O’Conner, Catherine Lee, Chair
Robert Berger, Kitty Mullooly,
Dennis Tom, David Weinberger
FINANCIAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Alvin Royse, Commissioner, David Brooks, Chair
Jeffrey Baxter, Josh Cooperman,
Rod Ferguson, Maryellie Johnson,
Richard Kuersteiner, Tom Maloney
Paul Regan, Emeritus Advisor
CITIZENS COMMUNICATION
ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Shawn Christianson, Commissioner
Julie Borden, Chair
Anne Baxter, Mary Ellen Benninger, Ann Malouf
Diana Witzel, Advisor

HILLSBOROUGH
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hnn@hillsborough.net
HILLSBOROUGH
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(650) 342-5193
Louann Carlomagno, Interim Superintendent
Lynne Esselstein, School Board President
HILLSBOROUGH RECREATION
(650) 342-5439
Tony Giacomazzi, Director
tgiacomazzi@hcsd.k12.ca.us
Jess “Jay” Benton, Town Commissioner
Laurence M. May, Town Commissioner
Lynne Esselstein, HCSD Commissioner
Don Geddis, Commissioner
Michele Bosschart, Member at Large
UTILITIES
COMCAST (800) 945-2288
PG&E (24 hours) (800) 743-5000
PG&E Outage Info: (800) 743-5002
RECOLOGY (650) 595-3900
Hazardous Material: (650) 372-6200
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entral County Fire Department
(CCFD) Division Chief Bruce Barron remembers September 13, 2001.
That was the day he and two other members
of the CCFD, Don Chesney and Steve Ehlers,
arrived in New York City to help restore
Manhattan’s rescue capabilities. The day the
airplanes hit the World Trade Center, New
York City lost 343 of its firefighters. The
three CCFD firefighters left the Bay Area
on September 12 and, within two hours of
arrival, they joined hundreds of others and
began work that lasted two weeks. With
almost no sleep, they fought to bring order
and assistance to the scene of the devastation.
The trio was assigned to “the pile,” the heap
of metal and pulverized glass and concrete
that formerly was towering high-rise buildings. They worked together non-stop to help
peel back steel, looking for survivors.
Sixteen years later, almost to the day,
Barron and eight members of CCFD were deployed to Florida to prepare for the onslaught
of Hurricane Irma. The firefighters boarded
a bus and rode 44 hours straight, following
tons of equipment and four boats that were
shipped 24 hours earlier, before arriving at
Elgin Air Force Base near Fort Walton Beach,
a back-up position to the front lines.
Before Irma, another member of the
CCFD, Kevin Kopyscianski, was sent to
Houston during Hurricane Harvey.
Twenty CCFD firefighters make up
part of the 240-member California Task
Force 3, a Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) Urban Search & Rescue
team based in Menlo Park. Out of the 28
national and international FEMA teams,
eight are in California. All teams are called
on a rotational basis. A Type I situation,
like the hurricane in Florida, calls for 80
personnel from a team.
For the Florida storms, all eight of California’s teams were sent, four to forward
staging and four in the rear. Barron and
other crew members were in Florida about
10 days, “staging up” and preparing for action. As it turned out, the storms lessened
in intensity and the crew returned home
earlier than planned.

Three members of the Central County Fire Department,
above from left, Bruce Barron,
Don Chesney and Steve Ehlers,
worked tirelessly at the remains
of the World Trade Center in 2001. Photos on right,
Steve Ehlers and Bruce Barron, were deployed to the
gruesome remains of the World Trade Center. Twenty
CCFD firefighters make up part of the 240-member
California Task Force 3, a Federal Emergency Management Agency Urban & Rescue team based in Menlo Park.
Barron explained that being on a FEMA
task force requires many hours of training, and returning home with no rescue is
somewhat difficult. “But that is our job,” he
said. “We search and if we find anything,
we rescue.”
Barron said he, like most firefighters,
likes to help people. “You get a serious sense
of satisfaction helping someone,” he said.
That desire, plus an inheritance of his
father’s work ethic and mechanical skill, led
Barron to search and rescue work. “Search
and rescue is like a car shop,” Barron said.
“The car comes in with a problem, you plan
what to do and you fix it.”
Barron is in charge of training for
firefighters in Hillsborough, Burlingame,
Millbrae, Belmont, Foster City, San Bruno
and San Mateo. “Firefighters invest a lot of
their own time and money to train simply
because they want to,” he said. “I am very
proud of our men and women — their dedication is unreal and revolves around desire,
not money.
“Before 1990, few knew what a rescue
team was about and all search and rescue
work was on a volunteer basis,” Barron
said. In about 1991, Menlo Park decided
to form a FEMA team. “It took a lot of

equipment and a lot of extra work to get
the ball rolling,” he said. Menlo Park was
the first department to put paramedics on
their trucks; Hillsborough and Burlingame
were next.
The teams, equipment and training
have all grown and improved, bringing a
higher level of excellence to the local fire
departments. Should a disaster hit close to
home, these highly-trained teams would be
the first-responders to the incident. All fire
departments are set up to respond first at
home, then the county, and then the state,
in what Barron calls “a very good system.”

TASK FORCE 3

California Task Force 3 is a highly
specialized search and rescue team It
is only called to wildfires when search
and rescue talents are needed. However,
members of the Central County Fire
Department are called upon to augment
local forces at wildfires throughout the
state. CCFD personnel and engines
helped defeat both the Northern California Wine County fires and the recent
Southern California conflagrations.
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NEIGHBORING LIBRARIES
SERVE HILLSBOROUGH RESIDENTS

The Town of Hillsborough doesn’t have its own library,
but you don’t have to travel far to find your favorite titles.
The neighboring cities of Burlingame and San Mateo welcome nearby residents to their libraries with open arms,
sharing many services and fully-stocked shelves.
In fact, Hillsborough pays a little over $850,000 annually to the two city libraries. The amount is distributed
between the two libraries based on residents’ usage, which
is calculated by “home” library cards: 3,568 Hillsborough
residents possess a library card from Burlingame and another
1,547 possess a card from San Mateo.
Both city libraries have a lot to offer their users, whether
they are looking for a quiet place to study or a way to
interact with the community through various events and
activities, and the library cards can be used throughout
San Mateo County.
“There are programs for all different kinds of folks
where you can come and connect with other human beings,” said Mike Nagler, who serves on the Burlingame
Library Board of Trustees. “There’s much more dynamic
public programming now than ever went on when I was
younger.” Brad McCulley, Burlingame city librarian, notes
that more than 1,000 people visit that library every day, at
least 12,000 books were read during last summer’s reading
program and a total of 30,000 people attended the children,
teen and adult programs during 2017. These programs
are free and open to the public because the Burlingame
Library Foundation underwrites them with the help of the
community’s generous support.
In the digital age, libraries in general have grown to
accommodate a growing demand for internet access, as well
as a variety of forms of media. Library users can check out
laptops and WiFi units. Through a service called Hoopla,
library card holders can even download music, movies and
electronic books without leaving home.
That’s not to say that there aren’t many enticing reasons
to visit the libraries as well.
At the San Mateo Public Library, City Librarian Ben
Ocón highlights several offerings for children from infancy
to teenagers with a new emphasis on serving the “tween”
population, which encompasses fifth through eighth graders.
Ocón notes that in 2017 the library expanded its
passport application and renewal service hours to provide
greater convenience for residents. The library also introduced
a “citizenship corner” devoted to resources for residents
interested in learning more about the naturalization process.
In the spring, the San Mateo Library plans to launch
an outreach van that will allow the library to create little
“pop up” libraries at parks, retirement communities and

The Burlingame and San Mateo libraries offer
dozens of programs for their communities,
including Hillsborough. Left, students participate in Burlingame Library’s Winter Reading
Program.
Above, teens
enjoy reading
outside the
San Mateo
Library.
Left,
San Mateo’s
Main
Library.
various events. Unlike a bookmobile, the mobile van will
not be a place for people to walk aboard and look for
books, Ocón said. Rather, while it will allow some book
distribution, it will focus on providing craft projects,
children’s story time and other programming to various
populations. The van is really intended to promote the
library outside of its walls.
“There are a million things going on at this site all the
time and it’s not just about books,” said Lynne Esselstein,
a Hillsborough resident who last September took on the
role of executive director for the San Mateo Public Library
Foundation. She referenced a variety of cultural events,
music series, movie nights and guest speakers who delve
into hefty topics such as genome editing technology.
New things are happening at the Burlingame Library
as well. The 2015 Capital Campaign, chaired by Patty Anixter, past president of the Burlingame Library Foundation
and Hillsborough resident, brought the library revitalized
interiors while maintaining its historic standing. Added
were community request spaces which can be reserved in
advance, such as four study rooms, one dedicated exclusively
for use by teens, and an executive conference room with
video conferencing. In March, the Burlingame Library will
be kicking off a speaker series titled “Guess Who’s Coming

to the Library!” The first speaker will be Ira Glass from
the NPR radio series “This American Life.”
Burlingame and San Mateo both offer smaller library
branches in addition to their main libraries.
Burlingame Library Trustee Lisa Rosenthal lives just
a few blocks from the Easton Branch and says that it has
been a gem in the community, including for her family.
Rosenthal highlights the cozy children’s section which leads
out to a nice little garden. She also highlighted the branch’s
story times and services for seniors.
“It’s a real luxury in our community,” Rosenthal said,
adding that every time a budget crunch has threatened to
close the Easton Branch, the community has rallied to save
it. A few years back a young girl in the community set up
a lemonade stand in front of the library in an attempt to
keep it going, Rosenthal said, and an anonymous donor
contributed $1,000.
Both city libraries emphasize that Hillsborough residents are part of the community they serve.
“It’s a great value for them to be able to use the libraries,”
Ocón said, and Esselstein added that all the libraries are a
really, really vibrant resource. Visit the library websites for
further information on all that is offered: www.burlingame.
org/library and www.cityofsanmateo.org/507/Library.

FINANCIAL CONSULTANT BRINGS SKILLS TO FAC

Tom Maloney had a 30-year career as a
management consultant, including 20 years
as a principal with Deloitte Consulting. He
specialized in providing strategy, operations,
and financial consulting services to Fortune
500 technology companies in Silicon Valley.
He held leadership roles in Deloitte’s High

Tech Industry Practice and served for six
years on the firm’s board of directors.
When Maloney retired nine years ago,
he decided to devote his efforts to “what I
feel strongly about and give back to what has
been good to me and my family,” he said.
He served five years on Deloitte’s Retired

Partner Advisory Committee, the last two
years as chairman. He served on the board of
directors of a country club and home owners
association in Placer County. For three years,
he was a member of the finance committee
of a private golf club on the Peninsula. When
these roles ended, Maloney found himself

TOWN MOVES TO ECO100
TO INCREASE RENEWABLE ENERGY USE

To further Hillsborough’s goals
of reducing greenhouse gas emissions,
increasing energy efficiency and promoting air quality, the City Council voted
in November to move its municipal accounts into Peninsula Clean Energy’s
(PCE’s) ECO100 program, which means
the Town’s municipal buildings are now
using 100 percent renewable and greenhouse free energy. In making the move,
Hillsborough joins San Mateo County,
14 other cities in the County and 15
Town residents who also opted for the
ECO100 cleaner fuel program.
Since April 2017, the Town and
most of its residents successfully enrolled with PCE. Before November, the
Town’s municipal accounts and 3,813
of Hillsborough’s 3,828 residential
accounts participated in the ECOPlus
program, which consists of 80 percent
greenhouse-gas-free energy, as compared

to ECO100’s 100 percent greenhousefree energy.
(PG&E’s electricity is 69 percent
greenhouse-gas-free. Of the 69 percent,
24 percent is nuclear power.)
Current ECOPlus residential customers save about $2 per month from
the average PG&E bill. For the Town,
the annual savings with ECOPlus was
about $7,000, for a total annual cost of
about $295,000, compared to $302,000
for PG&E. The cost of moving from
PG&E to ECO100 is approximately
$6,500 per year for an estimated yearly
total of $309,000 for the Town.
However, this modest cost differential is more than made up by other
benefits. By using ECO100, the Town realizes greenhouse gas savings of 321,000
pounds per year of emissions, which is
equivalent to the carbon sequestered by
about 170 acres of forest in one year,

357,000 miles driven by an average passenger vehicle or 51 tons of waste recycled
instead of placed in a landfill, annually.
This is compared to 230,000 pounds of
emissions and 98 acres of forest for the
ECOPlus program.
“The main idea is to achieve a smaller
carbon footprint, so I think we should
consider this,” said the Town’s mayor at
the October 2017 City Council meeting,
prior to the November vote.
“The whole idea is to reach climate
goals, and the cost to go up (to ECO100)
is not that great,” noted PCE CEO Jan
Pepper at the same October meeting,
adding that if the new program did not
succeed for some reason, the Town could
revert to the ECOPlus program.
If a resident decides to convert to
ECO100, they may do so upon notification to PCE: https://www.peninsulacleanenergy.com/opt-up/.
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with a continued desire to contribute and
thus became a member of Hillsborough’s
Financial Advisory
Committee.
“My family and
I love Hillsborough,”
Maloney said. Serving on a committee
Tom Maloney
gives one “a sense of
pride and ownership in the community,” and
he hopes donating his time and experience
will be helpful.
Maloney said that he hopes to be an
effective committee member who helps
the committee fulfill its responsibility to
assist the Town and the City Council with
financial matters by providing a third
party overview that the Town’s finances
are headed in a good direction.
While a member of the committee
for only a short time, Maloney sees a key
priority of the committee to be making
sure there is ample funding for the Town’s
infrastructure, such as storm drains, and
water and sewer facilities. Also a challenge,
he added, is understanding the Town’s pensions and unfunded liability.
Maloney and his wife, Cathy, moved to
Hillsborough seven years ago. They lived in
San Mateo Park prior to moving to Town.
Maloney has a degree in business administration from the University of Notre Dame
and a master’s in business administration
from Northwestern University.
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HILLSBOROUGH NATIVE, OTHER LOCALS JOIN CCFD
Central County Fire Department
(CCFD) welcomed a
Hillsborough native
into its ranks at a
Badge Pinning Ceremony on December
7, 2017.
Mario Alioto was
born and raised in
Mario Alioto
Hillsborough. Being
a firefighter was always something he
wanted to do, from a small boy onward.
At North School, he was elected Junior
Fire Marshal for his class. In his “first fire
fighting position,” Alioto attended the
Junior Fire Marshal picnic put on by the
CCFD where he was trained on fire safety,
and then taught his class upon his return.
The Junior Fire Marshal picnic is still held
annually and Alioto has attended the last

FIRE BLOTTER
During the fourth quarter of
2017, Central County Fire Department (which includes Hillsborough,
Burlingame and Millbrae) responded to 1,724 calls as follows:
• Fire calls: 28
• Explosions/ruptures: 0
• EMS/rescue: 1,054
• Hazardous conditions: 50
• Public assist: 272
• Alarm activations: 161
• Other: 159 (These are primarily
calls canceled en route or once
at the scene where no incident is
found, or weather-related calls.)
CCFD was involved in the Southern California fires, as they were
in the fires in the Wine Country.
The Department sent one battalion
chief, two engines, and nine personnel in total.

two as a member of CCFD.
At both elementary school and Crocker,
Alioto played on soccer, baseball and basketball teams.
Alioto went to high school at Saint
Ignatius and later graduated from San
Francisco State in 2012 with a degree in
business administration. After a year of
traveling and teaching English and math in
Asia, Alioto worked as an intern with CCFD
for one year in 2016 before being inducted
as a full-fledged member. Another family
member, cousin Mark Martinelli, works for
the Marin County Fire Department.
“I became a firefighter/paramedic
because I have always seen it as a way of
giving back to the community and people
that have made it possible for me to have
the amazing upbringing that I have had,”
Alioto said. “I feel very fortunate to have
grown up in Hillsborough and I chose this
as a career as a way to pass that on and
ensure this for the next person.”
CCFD also welcomed several other Bay
Area residents. Firefighter Chase Gonzales
attended Burlingame High School, where
he played multiple sports. He graduated
from the University of Nevada, Las Vegas
in 2008 and went on to study fire science at
the College of San Mateo in 2010. Gonzales
finished paramedic school in 2013.
Firefighter Willem Vanderwerff graduated from Tamalpais High School in Mill
Valley in 1993. He attended college and
a fire academy, worked as an emergency
medical technician, enrolled in a paramedic
school, and eventually became a paramedic/
firefighter for Daly City. Vanderwerff joined
CCFD as a firefighter in July 2017.
Firefighter Christopher Wettstein
began preparing for a career in fire service
immediately after graduating from Junipero
Serra High School in San Mateo in 2005.
He was an intern with CCFD in 2007 and
joined the fire departments in Pacifica and
then San Bruno, after which he moved to

CCFD where he serves as a SWAT medic
on the County’s SWAT team. Wettstein
also teaches at the College of San Mateo
Pre-service Fire Academy.
Cary Yballa, fire prevention specialist,
is a Burlingame native and graduate of Burlingame High School. He graduated from
Sonoma State University with a degree in
political science and began his path to fire
service as an intern with CCFD. Yballa is
currently attending classes to complete his
degree in fire science technology.
Already within the ranks, but promoted
to fire captain, is Patrick Murphy who
started his fire service career in January of
2000 with the Pine Valley Fire Protection
District in East San Diego County, where
he held a volunteer position. In the fall of
2000, Murphy moved back to the Bay Area
to attend paramedic school in Burlingame.
At the same time, he sought out an intern
position with Hillsborough Fire Department and was later hired by Hillsborough
Fire in September of 2001. Murphy holds
a technical search specialist position, is a
rescue specialist with the Department, and
has been part of many different committees
within the organization, which currently
includes the Probation Committee. Murphy
also is one of the Department’s union leaders. Murphy is most proud of his involvement with the development of probationary
firefighters within the organization.
Welcome, locals!

CRIME STATS
DOWN
Crime in Hillsborough decreased
significantly in 2017 from 2016, Chief
Mark O’Connor reported at a recent City
Council meeting. From January through
October 2017, Hillsborough police logged
42 crimes. In comparison, the year before
there were 81 crimes.
There was a marked difference in residential burglaries, which decreased from
37 in 2016 to 12 in 2017. According to Lt.
Nelson Corteway, Investigation Bureau
Commander, the reduction is due primarily
to the arrest of three individuals from an
East Palo Alto gang who were responsible for
more than half of the residential burglaries
committed in 2016.
The arrest began with the help of a
home-mounted camera, which captured a
picture of a suspicious vehicle. Hillsborough
officers, using an unmarked car, spotted the
suspect vehicle as it entered Town and pulled
it over. In the car, officers found evidence
of a Hillsborough burglary, in addition to
evidence of other local burglaries. The active
case remains in the court process.
The arrest of these individuals is just
one of several reasons the crime rate has
decreased, according to Corteway. He noted
that when word gets out on the street that
Hillsborough is tough on crime, that deters
other criminals from entering the Town.
The community’s vigilance in reporting
suspicious activity and in both installing
and utilizing alarms and cameras also contributes greatly to the effort to reduce crime.
“Our residents are so often the reason
we catch a criminal,” Corteway said. “We
can’t be everywhere at all times, so residents
are the eyes and ears of the community.”
Construction burglaries also were
down in 2017, from 14 to 3. Other crimes
committed in 2017 were: attempted burglaries, 4; vehicle burglaries, 4; grand theft, 4;
petty theft, 15.

POLICE BLOTTER
For the last quarter of 2017, the Hillsborough Police Department (HPD)
responded to 7,921 calls for service. In those three months, HPD arrested 22
adults and two juveniles, responded to and investigated 17 non-injury and no
injury vehicle collisions, and completed 133 police reports. They also conducted
474 traffic stops, issued 385 citations, checked on 1,361 watch-list homes, and
performed 1,430 security checks at the schools and other facilities. HPD investigated 217 suspicious persons and vehicles and responded to 624 residential
burglary alarms.
A sample of some of the notable calls for service that occurred during this
period is listed below:
• An officer was on routine patrol at 1:43 a.m. when the vehicle in front of him
pulled to the side of the roadway. The officer contacted the driver to inquire
if everything was okay. The officer obtained information from the driver and
a record’s check returned that he was on probation with a search and seizure
condition. The officer searched the vehicle and located methamphetamine in the
sunglass storage compartment in the headliner of the vehicle. The driver was issued a citation for possession of methamphetamine and released from the scene.
• At approximately 10:23 p.m., an officer was monitoring the intersection of
West Santa Inez Avenue and Glendale Road for stop sign violations. A vehicle
drove through the intersection at approximately 20 miles per hour without
coming to a complete stop at the posted stop sign. The driver was stopped by
the officer and displayed symptoms of being under the influence of alcohol.
A record’s check returned that the driver was on court probation for a prior
DUI. Field Sobriety Tests were conducted and the officer arrested the driver
for driving under the influence of alcohol. The driver provided a breath sample
to be tested for blood alcohol content (BAC). The test result of the driver’s
breath sample was .22 percent BAC. The driver was arrested for driving with
a BAC of .08 or greater and transported to First Chance in Burlingame where
he was released on a citation.
• HPD personnel provided mutual aid during the Tubbs and Atlas Peak fires in
Sonoma and Napa counties. For two weeks, the HPD provided two officers
around the clock to assist with evacuation, scene security and looting supression. On Oct.14, 2017, HPD officers were assigned to a looting suppression
detail in Santa Rosa. At approximately 1:45 p.m., the officers observed a male
wearing a backpack and riding a bicycle in the area designated to be closed.
He had numerous bags attached to his bicycle. One of the officers observed a
glass pipe commonly used to smoke methamphetamine in a mesh side pocket
of the backpack. The officers stopped and detained the cyclist. A search of the
subject yielded numerous pieces of jewelry and other valuables that appeared
to have been burnt. The subject also had 14 cell phones, a concealed machete
and a Beretta replica handgun. Santa Rosa Police were notified and responded

to the scene to take over the investigation. The subject was arrested for felony
grand theft during an emergency, possession of a concealed weapon and possession of drug paraphernalia.
• At 10:17 p.m., while conducting a passing check at Vista Park, an officer
located two subjects in the park after sunset – a violation of the Hillsborough
Municipal Code. The two subjects were detained and identified. A record’s
check returned that one of the subjects had an outstanding arrest warrant out
of Victorville, CA. The warrant was not extraditable. The subject was cited
for the warrant and released from the scene.
• At 1:59 a.m., officers were dispatched to New Place Road on the report of a
suspicious person in a vehicle. Officers arrived on scene and located the vehicle
occupied by a single male subject. The subject was contacted and he appeared
nervous and agitated. He was sweating profusely despite the temperature being
37 degrees. The officer observed additional signs and symptoms of someone
under the influence of a controlled substance. The subject exited his vehicle
and the officer observed drug paraphernalia in the driver’s side door pocket.
The officers conducted a search of the subject’s vehicle and located numerous
checks and credit cards not belonging to the subject. When questioned, he told
the officers he found the checks and credit cards. Officers also found “crack”
cocaine along with items used to smoke “crack” cocaine inside the vehicle.
The subject was arrested for possession of narcotics and misappropriation of
found property. This case is under investigation since the items seized had not
been reported stolen at the time of the arrest. If the checks and credit cards are
determined to have been stolen, additional charges will be filed.
SAFETY TIPS
HPD has received increased reports of stolen mail and found property consisting of discarded stolen mail belonging to Hillsborough residents. HPD recommends considering a locking mailbox. They also recommend not placing outgoing
mail in or on your mailbox for pick-up. Most thieves look for crimes of opportunity, and utilizing a mailbox that does not have a locking mechanism, or placing your outgoing mail in your mailbox with the flag up is an open invitation to
criminals. Please come to Town Hall and utilize the drive up mailbox for outgoing
mail.
DOG RULES
Please be a responsible dog owner, and remind your friends! Dogs must be on
leash when on public property in Town, including parks and school fields. It is
unlawful to allow a dog to defecate on public property or on the private property
of another. Should any incident occur, the feces must be removed immediately and
disposed in a sanitary manner.
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TAKE NOTE OF WATER RATE INCREASE AND WATERSMART SIGN-UP
As of January 1, 2018, residential
water rates increased eight percent. The
rate hike is the second in a five-year series
of increases approved by City Council last
year. The series of raises followed a water
rate analysis by outside consultants who
determined the increases were necessary
to recover current and long-term costs of
operating and maintaining the Town’s
water system. Revenue is needed to provide funding for capital infrastructure
improvements required to improve the
aging water system and to cover costs
from the San Francisco Public Utilities
Commission from which Hillsborough

purchases its water.
The consultants reported that water
unit sales in 2017 were originally estimated
at 1.71 million hundred cubic feet (hcf —
one hcf equals 748 gallons), which would
have been a 12 percent increase over the
prior year. Water sales for 2017 are now
estimated at 1.14 million hcf, which is a
9.6 percent increase over the prior year,
falling short of estimate by 2.5 percent.

new advanced water meter. The meter can
unlock vital information on your water use
and send warnings about possible water
leaks which, when caught early, can save
a lot of money.
Go to Hillsborough’s WaterSmart
customer service portal, hillsborough.
watersmart.com.

Don’t forget to sign up
with WaterSmart
If you have not already done so, sign
up with WaterSmart to learn about your

PANEL DISCUSSION ON
SECURITY AT UPCOMING HNN
INFORMATIONAL SESSION
For answers to your security questions
and more, please attend the Hillsborough
Neighborhood Network Informational Session at Town Hall on Wednesday, February
28, from 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Police Captain Doug Davis will lead a
panel discussion with speakers Lieutenant

2018 HNN EVENT CALENDAR
— AT TOWN HALL
Date

Presentation Topic

Wed., Feb 28
6:30 p.m. – 8 p.m.
Presented by HPD & HNN

Protect Your Home and Property
Presentation and Panel Discussion
Crime Trends and Suspicious Behavior

Wed., May 23
6:30 p.m. – 8 p.m.
Presented by CCFD & HNN

Fire and Health Safety
Presentation and Panel Discussion
Preventive Home and Family Protection
Fire Extinguisher Training and Refilling

Wed., Aug. 29
6:30 p.m. – 8 p.m.
Annual HNN Meeting

Be Prepared
Presentation and Panel Discussion
Top 10 Safety Tips for Living in Hillsborough

•

•

TOWN TAKES STAND
ON MARIJUANA

News on the wireless communications facility applications is constantly changing. For the latest
updates on what is happening, visit
the Town website: www.hillsborough.net.

•

•

Emergency Preparedness Exercise
Joint Hillsborough and Burlingame
CERT Field Exercise
Program Debrief and BBQ –
End of Year Social
Emergency Preparedness RAFFLE PRIZES will be distributed after each event.
Hillsborough Neighborhood Network: hnn@hillsborough.net or 650-375-7454.

WIRELESS
FACILITIES
UPDATES

•

•

Sun., Oct. 21
10 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Led by CCFD, HPD & HNN

Hillsborough’s City Council recently
passed an ordinance regulating the local
use, sale and delivery of cannabis (marijuana). The ordinance, passed in November
2017, bans all cannabis-related businesses,
outdoor cannabis cultivation, and cannabis
delivery in Hillsborough. It also restricts
individuals to growing no more than six
cannabis plants on their property for their
personal use.
Proposition 64, the Adult Use of
Marijuana Act (passed in 2016), legalizes cannabis use in California. However,
Proposition 64 and subsequent legislation
allows local governments to control cannabis distribution and cultivation. With the
state law becoming effective on January 1,
2018, Hillsborough deemed it imperative to
have local rules on the books to regulate use

TOWN BRIEFS

•

Nelson Corteway, Inspector Geoff Chenier,
and Officer Dana Tandy.
Topics will include crime trends and
how to recognize and report suspicious behavior, cyber security, and protecting your
home and property. A question and answer
session will follow.

•

and sale of the substance. The law prohibits
state licensing authorities from approving
an application for a state cannabis license if
it would violate the provisions of any local
ordinance or regulation.
For additional information about the
Hillsborough ordinance, see www.hillsborough.net/ord746.
California Recreational
Marijuana Laws
This is a general reference guide for
State of California Recreational Marijuana
Laws effective January 2018.
• Smoking marijuana anywhere in public
(schools, parks, public property, in
parked vehicles etc.) is still illegal, and
brings with it a $100-$250 fine.
• Possession of any amount of marijuana
when on school grounds is prohibited.
• Anyone under 21 is prohibited from
possessing marijuana of any amount.
• Driving while smoking and/or under
the influence of marijuana is illegal,
just like driving under the influence
of alcohol.
• Marijuana must be in a sealed container
when in the passenger compartment of
a vehicle.
• Marijuana must be transported in the
trunk of the vehicle if it is not in a sealed
container.
–4–

Once registered, you can see up to
three years of your own historical water
use, track your water use in real time
(hourly) and set alerts for leaks, choosing
email or text.
If you have questions about the program, you can email pw@hillsborough.
net or call 650-375-7444.

•

During the final quarter of 2017, the City Council:
Heard a report from PG&E on their pipeline work near Highway 280
adjacent to Hillsborough. The 22-inch pipeline was replaced with a 24-inch
pipe so that equipment can be inserted to detect corrosion, wall thickness,
etc. The project was one of three pipeline safety enhancement projects
being conducted by PG&E following the San Bruno explosion. The Town
continues to negotiate with PG&E and the San Francisco Public Utilities
Commission to resolve tree replacement and restoration issues.
Authorized execution of a Memorandum of Understanding between the
Town of Hillsborough and Teamsters Local 856 Public Works and Clerical Unit. They also authorized compensation adjustments for public works
supervisors (Teamsters Local 350), police officers (Hillsborough Police
Officers Association) and unrepresented employees. Changes for the Teamsters and police are based on Memorandum of Understanding provisions
for each unit, and changes to the unrepresented employees are based on the
average of the last 12 months of the Consumer Price Index.
Authorized the allocation of $30,175 in state grant funds to enhance coordinated regional homeless outreach efforts. The funds will be consolidated
with those of eight nearby cities to increase services and work with law enforcement agencies to identify homeless individuals so help can be offered.
Authorized the purchase of three network server systems for a cost of
$170,000. The network systems for Town Hall and the Public Works and
Police departments were installed independently six to eight years ago and
are currently at or near their data storage capacity, beyond their expected
service life and have other limitations that need updating.
Awarded a contract for $417,000 for the recoating and upgrading of two
65,000-gallon steel water tanks located at the Skyfarm II tank site, the purpose being to extend the life of the tanks and to improve water quality. Also,
council awarded a $36,000 contract to insure that the protective coatings are
applied in accordance with the requirements of the plans and specifications.
Authorized renewal of the franchise agreement with Recology San Mateo
County for recyclable materials, organic materials and solid waste collection services. Extensive evaluation and negotiation processes were conducted. The agreement is for 15 years and includes a compensation increase of
2.4 percent from 2019 to 2020 and 10.2 percent from 2020 to 2021. Thereafter, changes will be based on industry indices and service level changes.
Residential and commercial customers will not experience any changes to
their current collection services.
Awarded a contract for $140,000 for Vista Park playground renovations.
Vista Park has three playground areas, two of which have been identified as requiring replacement of specific components that do not meet the
updated guidelines of the American Society for Testing and Materials and
the Consumer Product Safety Commission or the Americans with Disabilities Act administered by the Department of Justice. In addition, the rubber
surfacing that is required for accessibility and fall protection has exceeded
its service life and requires replacing in all areas, and additional drainage is
needed for the rock climbing area.
Authorized spending $108,000 for landscaping along Walnut Avenue to
restore the trees and shrubs that were removed to accommodate the Walnut
Avenue storm drainage project.
Awarded a contract in the amount of $489,000 to replace pressure tanks
at two water storage tank sites. The new hydropneumatic tanks allow the
water system to sustain adequate pressure in the event of a power failure
until the emergency generator-driven pumps have fully kicked in.

PEOPLE
• In October, City Council recognized and applauded three Hillsborough
Little League teams. For their wins in the 2017 District 52 Championship,
Certificates of Recognition were presented to the 50-70 All Star Team
managed by Sherrick Murdoff and coached by Kevin Macaluso and Greg
Kall. For their victories in the 2017 District 52 Championship and Section 3 Championship, Certificates of Recognition went to the 9-10 All Star
Team managed by Ben Coughlin and coached by Elliot Schaffer and Mark
Saltzgaber, and the 10-11 All Star Team managed by Doug Robbins and
coached by Chad Forrest, Vic Dollosso and Ken Tollman.
• David Steirman, who served as a member of the Financial Advisory Committee from February 2008 through September 2017, and as chair from
January 2013 until September 2017, was awarded a Certificate of Appreciation from the City Council.
• LeAnn Thornton of the Hillsborough Police Department was named
Patriot of the Year by the San Mateo County Veterans Commission at
their November luncheon. Thornton, who runs the Town’s Adopt-a-Unit
program that has sent thousands of care packages to US troops, devotes
hours of volunteer work as a family support specialist, working with veterans, active duty personnel, and military families through the USO at San
Francisco International Airport.
• North School second grade student Penny Diehl was the grand prize winner
in Central County Fire Department’s Home Fire Safety Inspection Poster
Contest. This year’s theme was “Every Second Counts — have two ways
out” of your home.
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LOCAL FIREFIGHTERS
HIGHLY TRAINED FOR TOUGH JOBS

1600 Floribunda Avenue
Hillsborough, CA 94010
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TOWN INFORMATION
HILLSBOROUGH CITY COUNCIL
(650) 375-7400
council@hillsborough.net
Mayor Marie Chuang
Vice Mayor Shawn Christianson
Jess “Jay” Benton
Laurence M. May
Alvin Royse
CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS
2nd Mondays
6 p.m. at Town Hall, 1600 Floribunda Avenue
TOWN HALL
Kathy Leroux, City Manager
kleroux@hillsborough.net
Administration: (650) 375-7400
Town Hall & Water Department Hours:
Monday – Thursday: 7:30 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.
Friday: 7:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Building and Planning: (650) 375-7411
Finance Department: (650) 375-7400
Public Works and City Engineer: (650) 375-7444
Water (service and billing): (650) 375-7402
After-hours, Urgent Service (650) 375-7470
POLICE DEPARTMENT
Mark O’Connor, Chief
Non-emergency/24 hours (650) 375-7470
Code Enforcement Hotline: (650) 375-7572

CENTRAL COUNTY FIRE DEPARTMENT
John Kammeyer, Fire Chief (650) 558-7600
CENTRAL COUNTY FIRE BOARD
Marie Chuang, Director
Jess “Jay” Benton, Vice-chair
ARCHITECTURE & DESIGN REVIEW BOARD (ADRB)
Board Meeting 1st and/or 3rd Mondays
4 p.m. – Town Hall
Laurence M. May, Commissioner
Lionel Foster, Chair, Leonard Mezhvinsky,
Nan Ryan, Jerry Winges, Kathleen Egan
CODE ENFORCEMENT HEARING PANEL
Laurence M. May, City Council liaison
Police Chief Mark O’Conner, Catherine Lee, Chair
Robert Berger, Kitty Mullooly,
Dennis Tom, David Weinberger
FINANCIAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Alvin Royse, Commissioner, David Brooks, Chair
Jeffrey Baxter, Josh Cooperman,
Rod Ferguson, Maryellie Johnson,
Richard Kuersteiner, Tom Maloney
Paul Regan, Emeritus Advisor
CITIZENS COMMUNICATION
ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Shawn Christianson, Commissioner
Julie Borden, Chair
Anne Baxter, Mary Ellen Benninger, Ann Malouf
Diana Witzel, Advisor

HILLSBOROUGH
NEIGHBORHOOD NETWORK (HNN)
EMERGENCY PREP
hnn@hillsborough.net
HILLSBOROUGH
CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT
(650) 342-5193
Louann Carlomagno, Interim Superintendent
Lynne Esselstein, School Board President
HILLSBOROUGH RECREATION
(650) 342-5439
Tony Giacomazzi, Director
tgiacomazzi@hcsd.k12.ca.us
Jess “Jay” Benton, Town Commissioner
Laurence M. May, Town Commissioner
Lynne Esselstein, HCSD Commissioner
Don Geddis, Commissioner
Michele Bosschart, Member at Large
UTILITIES
COMCAST (800) 945-2288
PG&E (24 hours) (800) 743-5000
PG&E Outage Info: (800) 743-5002
RECOLOGY (650) 595-3900
Hazardous Material: (650) 372-6200
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entral County Fire Department
(CCFD) Division Chief Bruce Barron remembers September 13, 2001.
That was the day he and two other members
of the CCFD, Don Chesney and Steve Ehlers,
arrived in New York City to help restore
Manhattan’s rescue capabilities. The day the
airplanes hit the World Trade Center, New
York City lost 343 of its firefighters. The
three CCFD firefighters left the Bay Area
on September 12 and, within two hours of
arrival, they joined hundreds of others and
began work that lasted two weeks. With
almost no sleep, they fought to bring order
and assistance to the scene of the devastation.
The trio was assigned to “the pile,” the heap
of metal and pulverized glass and concrete
that formerly was towering high-rise buildings. They worked together non-stop to help
peel back steel, looking for survivors.
Sixteen years later, almost to the day,
Barron and eight members of CCFD were deployed to Florida to prepare for the onslaught
of Hurricane Irma. The firefighters boarded
a bus and rode 44 hours straight, following
tons of equipment and four boats that were
shipped 24 hours earlier, before arriving at
Elgin Air Force Base near Fort Walton Beach,
a back-up position to the front lines.
Before Irma, another member of the
CCFD, Kevin Kopyscianski, was sent to
Houston during Hurricane Harvey.
Twenty CCFD firefighters make up
part of the 240-member California Task
Force 3, a Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) Urban Search & Rescue
team based in Menlo Park. Out of the 28
national and international FEMA teams,
eight are in California. All teams are called
on a rotational basis. A Type I situation,
like the hurricane in Florida, calls for 80
personnel from a team.
For the Florida storms, all eight of California’s teams were sent, four to forward
staging and four in the rear. Barron and
other crew members were in Florida about
10 days, “staging up” and preparing for action. As it turned out, the storms lessened
in intensity and the crew returned home
earlier than planned.

Three members of the Central County Fire Department,
above from left, Bruce Barron,
Don Chesney and Steve Ehlers,
worked tirelessly at the remains
of the World Trade Center in 2001. Photos on right,
Steve Ehlers and Bruce Barron, were deployed to the
gruesome remains of the World Trade Center. Twenty
CCFD firefighters make up part of the 240-member
California Task Force 3, a Federal Emergency Management Agency Urban & Rescue team based in Menlo Park.
Barron explained that being on a FEMA
task force requires many hours of training, and returning home with no rescue is
somewhat difficult. “But that is our job,” he
said. “We search and if we find anything,
we rescue.”
Barron said he, like most firefighters,
likes to help people. “You get a serious sense
of satisfaction helping someone,” he said.
That desire, plus an inheritance of his
father’s work ethic and mechanical skill, led
Barron to search and rescue work. “Search
and rescue is like a car shop,” Barron said.
“The car comes in with a problem, you plan
what to do and you fix it.”
Barron is in charge of training for
firefighters in Hillsborough, Burlingame,
Millbrae, Belmont, Foster City, San Bruno
and San Mateo. “Firefighters invest a lot of
their own time and money to train simply
because they want to,” he said. “I am very
proud of our men and women — their dedication is unreal and revolves around desire,
not money.
“Before 1990, few knew what a rescue
team was about and all search and rescue
work was on a volunteer basis,” Barron
said. In about 1991, Menlo Park decided
to form a FEMA team. “It took a lot of

equipment and a lot of extra work to get
the ball rolling,” he said. Menlo Park was
the first department to put paramedics on
their trucks; Hillsborough and Burlingame
were next.
The teams, equipment and training
have all grown and improved, bringing a
higher level of excellence to the local fire
departments. Should a disaster hit close to
home, these highly-trained teams would be
the first-responders to the incident. All fire
departments are set up to respond first at
home, then the county, and then the state,
in what Barron calls “a very good system.”

TASK FORCE 3

California Task Force 3 is a highly
specialized search and rescue team It
is only called to wildfires when search
and rescue talents are needed. However,
members of the Central County Fire
Department are called upon to augment
local forces at wildfires throughout the
state. CCFD personnel and engines
helped defeat both the Northern California Wine County fires and the recent
Southern California conflagrations.

