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TOWN INFORMATION

Mayor Marie Chuang
Vice Mayor Shawn Christianson
Jess “Jay” Benton
Laurence M. May
Alvin Royse
CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS
2nd Mondays
6 p.m. at Town Hall, 1600 Floribunda Avenue
TOWN HALL
Kathy Leroux, City Manager
kleroux@hillsborough.net
Administration: (650) 375-7400
Town Hall & Water Department Hours:
Monday – Thursday: 7:30 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.
Friday: 7:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Building and Planning: (650) 375-7411
Finance Department: (650) 375-7400
Public Works and City Engineer: (650) 375-7444
Water (service and billing): (650) 375-7402
After-hours, Urgent Service (650) 375-7470
POLICE DEPARTMENT
Mark O’Connor, Chief
Non-emergency/24 hours (650) 375-7470
Code Enforcement Hotline: (650) 375-7572
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HILLSBOROUGH BEAUTIFICATION
FOUNDATION CELEBRATES 20 YEARS

1600 Floribunda Avenue
Hillsborough, CA 94010

HILLSBOROUGH CITY COUNCIL
(650) 375-7400
council@hillsborough.net
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CENTRAL COUNTY FIRE DEPARTMENT
John Kammeyer, Fire Chief (650) 558-7600
CENTRAL COUNTY FIRE BOARD
Marie Chuang, Director
Jess “Jay” Benton, Chair
ARCHITECTURE & DESIGN REVIEW BOARD (ADRB)
Board Meeting 1st and/or 3rd Mondays
4 p.m. – Town Hall
Marie Chuang, Council Liaison
Lionel Foster, Chair, Leonard Mezhvinsky,
Nan Ryan, Jerry Winges, Kathleen Egan
CODE ENFORCEMENT HEARING PANEL
Laurence M. May, Council Liaison
Police Chief Mark O’Connor, Catherine Lee, Chair
Robert Berger, Kitty Mullooly,
Dennis Tom, David Weinberger
FINANCIAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Alvin Royse, Council Liaison, David Brooks, Chair
Jeffrey Baxter, Josh Cooperman,
Rod Ferguson, Maryellie Johnson,
Richard Kuersteiner, Tom Maloney
Paul Regan, Emeritus Advisor
CITIZENS COMMUNICATION
ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Shawn Christianson, Council Liaison
Julie Borden, Chair, Anne Baxter, Vice Chair
Mary Ellen Benninger, Ann Malouf
Leslie Ragsdale, Diana Witzel, Advisor

HILLSBOROUGH
NEIGHBORHOOD NETWORK (HNN)
EMERGENCY PREP
hnn@hillsborough.net
HILLSBOROUGH
CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT
(650) 342-5193
Louann Carlomagno, Superintendent
Lynne Esselstein, School Board President
HILLSBOROUGH RECREATION
(650) 342-5439
Tony Giacomazzi, Director
tgiacomazzi@hcsd.k12.ca.us
Jess “Jay” Benton, Town Commissioner
Laurence M. May, Town Commissioner
Margi Power, HCSD Commissioner
Don Geddis, HCSD Commissioner
Michele Bosschart, Member at Large
UTILITIES
COMCAST (800) 945-2288
PG&E (24 hours) (800) 743-5000
PG&E Outage Info: (800) 743-5002
RECOLOGY (650) 595-3900
Hazardous Material: (650) 372-6200
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s the sun sets later, many residents
are taking advantage of the longer
spring days. Families, joggers,
and dog walkers are out and
about, enjoying Hillsborough at dusk. No
matter where residents are taking in the
Hillsborough scenery, chances are they’ve
come across a site that has been touched by
the Hillsborough Beautification Foundation
(HBF).
“The effort and time to improve our
public spaces, schools and Town Hall is
remarkable,” says Board of Trustee and
Development Committee Chair Amy Bick.
“Driving through town, it is astonishing to
see how many areas HBF has beautified in
our community.”
In the early years, community interest in
HBF grew as more and more residents saw
the work that the Foundation was doing.
Board of Trustees member Ruth Wisnom
notes, “As we beautified islands, schools and
public land, our support increased as people
saw the difference in the whole community.”
HBF has improved, maintained, and
supported over 144 sites in Hillsborough,
accomplishing its mission of enhancing the
beauty of the Town’s public landscapes,
encouraging community engagement and
civic pride.

Mullins Award
Congratulations
to Assistant City
Manager John
Mullins, who
was selected as
a recipient of the
Peninsula Conflict Resolution
Center and San
Mateo County’s
John Mullins
Partnership Hero
Award as part of the Everyday Heroes
Program. The award is given to a city,
local agency, or nonprofit employee
that has gone beyond their work to
support the community and inspire
change.

The island at Hillsborough and San Raymundo is just one of over 144 HBF project sites.
“We are proudly celebrating our twentieth year,” said Tori Hazelrig at HBF’s annual
presentation to the City Council on March
12th. “This has been made possible
through thousands of volunteer hours
and generous donations.”
Tori and Mary Ellen Benninger
currently serve as Co-Presidents of
the all-volunteer group. The numbers reflecting the organization’s
efforts and contributions are impressive. HBF volunteers have spent
over 40,000 hours beautifying the
Town. Projects vary greatly and include
locations and items such as islands, school
sites, parks and public buildings, historic
gates and columns, and town entrance signs.
HBF also maintains a Harvest Garden,
which was converted from a vacant lot owned
by the SFPUC. Founded and led by Lennie
Gotcher in 2010, Lennie and Co-Chair Yannick Rochester supervise and educate over
500 volunteers annually. The garden grows
organic and sustainable produce, resulting
in over 4.5 tons of donations to local food
banks, to date. Harvest Garden also has a
high school internship program and hosts
various workshops on Sundays throughout
the year.
Additionally, HBF organizes a number

of annual community events, including
Celebrate May, Daffodil Planting, and the
Veterans Day Ceremony. The largest HBFsupported event of the year is Light
Up The Town, where hundreds of
Hillsborough families gather at
Town Hall for arts and crafts,
food, music, and a visit from Santa.
“Light Up The Town is a
‘Thank You’ to residents of Hillsborough for their support of HBF,”
Wisnom said. “It brings all ages
together in a festive community
gathering.”
With a strong group of passionate
volunteers, support from the Town, and an
unwavering dedication to the beautification
of Hillsborough, HBF has no plans to slow
down for the next 20 years.
“HBF has given all of us pride in our
community,” Hazelrig said in her closing
remarks to the City Council. “It has brought
us together and allowed us to enjoy and
appreciate the beauty of our public lands.
It is nothing more than a reflection of the
generous spirit and talent of the residents of
Hillsborough.”
To learn more about HBF and how to
get involved, please visit www.hillsborough.
net/hbf.
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FROM THE PUBLIC WORKS
DEPARTMENT

The Memorial Day festivities are
organized
by a group
of community volunteers with
assistance
from Town
staff and
the school
district.

PARADE TIME AGAIN!

The 9th Annual Memorial Day Parade
will be held on Monday, May 28, 2018.
The Parade, with honored veterans, kids,
community groups, marching bands, and
horses starts at 10:30 a.m. at Town Hall,
travels up Floribunda, turns left at Eucalyptus and ends at North School. Louann
Carlomagno, the new Hillsborough City
School District Superintendent of Schools,
will be the parade announcer at the Floribunda circle and Larry Raffo is back as the
announcer at North School for the ninth
consecutive year!
After the positive reception to the new

venue last year, the Carnival, Remembrance Ceremony and Music Festival will
take place again at the Crocker School
Field. The Carnival, complete with games,
petting zoo and dunk tank will begin at 10
a.m. The Observance Ceremony, followed
by the Music Festival, will begin immediately after the conclusion of the Parade, at
approximately 11:45 a.m. Want to join in
and volunteer at the Parade or Carnival?
Please email parade@hillsborough.net.
Everyone is welcome! For complete event
information, please visit hillsborough.
net/parade.

HILLSBOROUGH EARTH DAY 2018
The Town will host its annual Earth
Day at Hillsborough Town Hall (1600
Floribunda Avenue) on June 2nd between
9:00 a.m. and noon. Hillsborough residents will be able to:
• Shred Unwanted Sensitive Documents. Confidential industrial shredding trucks will be on-site. Shredding
will be limited to 5 standard bankers
boxes per household.
• Register for Water Leak Alerts on the
Town’s new customer service portal,
WaterSmart. Bring your most recent
Hillsborough water bill to facilitate
registration.
• Dispose of Unwanted E-Waste such
as televisions, computer monitors,

desktop computers, DVD players,
printers, cables/cords, cell phones,
MP3 players, and laptops.
• Pick up FREE Compost provided by
Recology. Residents are welcome to
take up to 5 gallons of nutrient rich
compost. Please bring your own
shovels, gloves, and containers.
• Learn about Town Resources such as
emergency preparedness, community
organizations, current Town projects, water conservation and more.
Refreshments and coffee will be
served! For questions or more information, please visit www.hillsborough.net
or call 650-375-7444.

Dispose Green Waste Properly
Many Hillsborough properties are
adjacent to wildland and open space areas.
Each spring and summer, property owners
hire landscape service providers to clean
up vegetation and manage their landscape.
These service providers sometimes see an
opportunity to save time and money by
tossing vegetation into the adjacent wildland
and open space areas. Please do not allow
this to occur.
Throwing vegetation into wildland areas increases fuel load, which increases the
risk of wildfire. It also spreads disease and
invasive plant and insect species, damaging native plant species. Lastly, vegetation
discarded in areas that the Town maintains
could result in a charge or penalty for removal.
Please make it a condition of service
that your landscape service provider either
off-hauls all vegetation or deposits it in
the large green compost containers from
Recology. It is in the best interest of your
neighborhood and town.
Spring Is The Right Time To Inspect
Your Irrigation System
Experts recommend inspecting irrigation systems before peak summer watering.
Irrigation systems in poor working order can
waste tens, if not hundreds of thousands, of
gallons of water, resulting in high summer
water bills and wasted resources.
Inspect spray heads, drip irrigation and
irrigation valves for good working order
and leaks. Look for ground depressions
and constantly wet areas that may indicate
leaking irrigation pipes. The Town’s Building
and Planning Department maintains a list of
landscape professionals with Hillsborough
business licenses for those who may need
professional assistance.
Register for WaterSmart at www.hillsborough.watersmart.com, the Town’s water
customer service portal, to monitor your ir-

rigation and water use. Many Hillsborough
residents have found that regular inspection,
maintenance and tracking of their irrigation
system helps reduce their usage - and their
summer water bills.
Free Landscaping Classes
The Bay Area Water Supply and Conservation Agency (BAWSCA) offers free
landscape classes in the spring and fall to
all of its member agencies and residents,
including Hillsborough. These classes occur
throughout the San Francisco Peninsula and
cover a wide range of topics.
Please visit www.bawsca.org for more
information on classes and other conservation programs. You will find a longer list
of free classes online; below is a selection:
Alternatives to Lawn
Wed, May 16, 7 p.m. – 9 p.m.
Burlingame Main Library, 480 Primrose
Road, Burlingame
Double-Duty Plants – Integrating Edibles
into your Existing Garden
Sat, May 19, 9 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Public Works Services, 1400 Broadway,
Redwood City
Design It Yourself – Native Plant
Landscape
Wed, May 23, 7 p.m. – 9 p.m.
Millbrae Library, 1 Library Ave, Millbrae
Do-It-Yourself – Convert Spray
Irrigation to Drip & Irrigation
Maintenance Techniques
Thurs, May 24, 6 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.
Stanford campus, 340 Bonair Siding
Road, Conference Rooms H, D, L
Family Workshop: Attracting Good Bugs
to Your Garden
Sat, June 2, 2 p.m. – 4 p.m.
Belmont Library, 1110 Alameda de las
Pulgas, Belmont

POLICE BLOTTER
For the three-month period of January, February, and March 2018, the Hillsborough Police Department responded to 10,970 calls for service. In those three
months, HPD arrested 21 adults and 1 juvenile, responded to and investigated 14
non-injury and 2 injury vehicle collisions, and completed 137 police reports. HPD
also conducted 615 traffic stops, issued 327 citations (moving and parking violations), checked on 1,522 watch list homes, and performed 2,254 security checks
at the schools and other facilities. HPD investigated 266 suspicious persons and
vehicles and responded to 479 residential burglary alarms.
A sample of some of the notable calls for service that occurred during this
period is listed below:
• At 11:00 p.m. an officer was on patrol in the area of Darrell Road and Chateau Drive. A vehicle traveling in the opposite direction failed to dim their high
beam headlights. The officer stopped the vehicle and contacted the driver. As
he spoke with the driver he immediately observed signs and symptoms of the
driver being under the influence of alcohol. The officer completed his field sobriety investigation and determined the driver was driving with a blood alcohol
content of .136%, well above the legal limit of .08%. The driver was also driving without a driver’s license. The driver was arrested for both charges.
• At 6:30 p.m. while on a burglary suppression detail, an officer observed a
vehicle exit Highway 280 that had a nonfunctioning headlight. The officer
stopped the vehicle and contacted the driver. A records check returned that the
driver had two outstanding warrants out of Alameda County. One warrant
was for burglary and the other was for shoplifting. The driver was arrested on
the warrants and booked into the San Mateo County Jail.
• At 8:00 p.m. an officer requested a records check of a vehicle (Chevrolet van)
parked on the side of the road. The information on the plate returned that
it was registered to GMC. The officer turned his patrol vehicle around and
approached the vehicle as it attempted to pull away. The officer stopped the
van and contacted the driver. As the officer spoke to the driver he observed
the buttstock of what appeared to be a rifle on the front passenger seat of the
vehicle. The officer detained the driver for further investigation. The buttstock
the officer observed belonged to a crossbow. The driver admitted the license
plate belonged to another vehicle and the registration on his vehicle expired
in 2012. A records check of the driver returned that he had numerous felony
convictions. The officer requested a tow truck to tow the vehicle and began
an inventory search of the vehicle. During the search an illegal weapon (short
barrel rifle), stun gun, Xanax (no prescription) and two pipes commonly used
to smoke methamphetamine were found. The driver was arrested for numer-

ous charges including possession of a stun gun by a convicted felon, possession
of an illegal firearm, possession of drug paraphernalia and possession of a
designated controlled substance. He was transported and booked into the San
Mateo County Jail.
• At 11:00 p.m. an officer conducted a traffic stop on a vehicle with expired
registration. The officer contacted the driver and a records check returned
numerous drug and weapon related charges. During a consent search of the
vehicle, the officer located methamphetamine in a backpack belonging to
the driver. The driver was cited for possession of a controlled substance and
released from the scene.
• A vehicle was reported stolen from Devon Drive at 10:00 a.m. The vehicle was
left unlocked with the key inside. The vehicle contained numerous items of
personal property including an iPhone. HPD Investigators were able to locate
the stolen vehicle in Hayward by accessing the victim’s iPhone. HPD Inspectors
observed the vehicle for 2 ½ hours until an unknown suspect entered the vehicle. The inspectors pulled up behind the vehicle and activated their emergency
lights. The suspect immediately exited the vehicle and fled the scene on foot.
During an inventory search of the vehicle numerous pieces of property belonging to additional victims were located. This multi-jurisdiction investigation is
ongoing and the suspect has yet to be identified.
• At 9:00 a.m. an officer responded to the report of a suspicious person in the
area of Downey Way and Acorn Drive. The officer located the subject at the
intersection of Downey Way and Oaks Drive. The officer contacted the subject
and determined he was a bit disoriented. A records check returned he was reported missing out of Burlingame and was possibly suicidal. The officer spoke
with the man and evaluated him to determine if he was a danger to himself or
others. The man did not meet the criteria for a psychiatric hold. The man advised he was trying to get to BART so he could return home to Alameda. The
officer provided water to the subject, charged the man’s phone and gave him a
ride to public transit.
Increase in mail, vehicle thefts
We are seeing a slight increase in mail theft and thefts from vehicles. The
Hillsborough Police Department recommends a mailbox equipped with a locking
mechanism to deter criminals. We also recommend not using your mailbox for
outgoing mail. Lock the doors to your vehicles and do not leave anything of value
in plain view inside the vehicle. If you see anyone suspicious do not hesitate to call
the Hillsborough Police Department: 650-375-7470.
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LONGTIME EDITOR OF
TOWN’S NEWSLETTER RETIRES
With its crafted blend of photographs
and articles covering Town history, local
human interest, current events and updates,
Hillsborough’s quarterly newsletter is a
popular read in Town. This, in no small
part, is due to Barbara Backer, editor of
the Hillsborough newsletter for the past 23
years. Working in conjunction with Town
staff and the Citizens’ Communication
Advisory Committee (CCAC), Barbara has
overseen almost 70 issues and written countless articles on all aspects of our community.
Backer was hired as editor of the Town’s
small newsletter in 1995, thanks to fortuitous timing and fast work by the late Inta
Hasenkamp. With 11 years as a reporter
and then editor for the Foster City Progress, additional years working for a chain
of weeklies on the Peninsula, and stints as
editor for the former Boutique & Villager
(covering Hillsborough and Burlingame),
Backer was the perfect choice for Hillsborough. In fact, prior to accepting the position,
Backer already was a regular presence at
Hillsborough City Council meetings.
“I love community journalism,” she
said. “Keeping abreast of city news on a
local level, seeing what affects the Town, is
a way to get involved with government and
understand the process all the way up to
the state and federal levels. As a journalist
covering what’s going on in my backyard, I
feel making this news readable is a satisfying way to contribute to the sense and feel
of community.
“A change I’ve noticed over the years in
the Town,” Backer continued, “has been the
increasing number of issues, state mandates,

pressure on finances, government rules,
regulation, and requirements. However,
when I’ve interviewed old-timers, they say
there have been a lot of changes but that
basically the Town is the same wonderful
place. I feel the same way; Hillsborough
is very special, from the individuals to the
City Council and city staff — they are truly
dedicated to the Town.”
Diana Witzel, CCAC member and advisor, notes that Backer has also been very
reliable and dedicated to Hillsborough, as
well as being a talented writer. “With her
great sense of humor, Barby has made the
newsletter very readable. And she has a
wonderful working relationship with staff
in all departments.”
“The residents of Hillsborough have
been very fortunate to have had Barby
providing such informative and entertaining articles for the Town Newsletter for so
many years,” adds Suzanne Boutin, former

CCAC member. “Barby’s unique perspective
on Town issues and events will be greatly
missed.”
Under Backer’s tenure, the Hillsborough newsletter received a CAPIO Award
from the California Association of Public
Information Officials, honoring excellence
in communication. Barbara adds, “There
have always been lots of stories on police,
fire, employees, sewers, the budget, Council actions and safety. I used to include a
lot of history articles. The first was about
Brewer Drive being named for the Town’s
first mayor, Rev. William Augustus Brewer,
and it was written by resident Mrs. William
Horn.” While Backer is proud of each issue,
the 2010 Centennial issue with its pages of
photographs and extra history is perhaps
her most memorable.
Backer’s work outside of Hillsborough
has also been rewarding. From her recognition as one of the first two women in the
world inducted into Rotary Club (in 1986),
to president/CEO of the Foster City Chamber of Commerce and managing editor of
the Independent Newspaper chain, Backer
has contributed her communication talents
to ever-widening circles.
While Backer says she will miss her
regular interactions with Town staff, City
Council, and CCAC, she knew it was time
to step back from the schedule and deadlines
and focus more on other aspects of her life,
including grandchildren and travel. Friends
are hoping Barbara will now devote more
time to writing her shared vacation journals,
bringing her humor and insight to enlivening
family adventures.

EMPLOYEE HONORED FOR
DISPATCH WORK
Joey Williamson
is the kind of man who
likes to be involved.
Fresh out of high
school, he became
a police dispatcher,
which put him on the
front line of police
work, the first person
who receives a call.
He worked as a dis- Joey Williamson
patcher for 13 years in larger departments
and chose to come to Hillsborough because
it is a small town and puts him even closer to
the situation. In a larger city, the dispatcher
handles only the beginning of the call; in
Hillsborough, he can see the call through
to the end and learn if the problem was
solved or a life saved.
As of late, Williamson is becoming even
more involved in dispatch by heading up the
effort to replace outdated technology and
modernize the nerve center of the Police
Department, which involves a number of
sophisticated systems. He is also handling
all the training for the new systems and the

FIRE BLOTTER
In the 1st Quarter of 2018, the
Central County Fire Department
(which includes Hillsborough, Millbrae, and Burlingame) responded to
1,666 calls, as follows:
• Fire calls: 18
• Explosions/ruptures: 2
• EMS/rescue: 1,048
• Hazardous conditions: 38
• Public assist: 235
• Alarm activations: 150
• Other: 175 (These are primarily
calls canceled en route or once
at the scene where no incident is
found, or weather-related calls.)

physical remodeling of the center.
The new hardware will be a boon to
both communicating with residential callers and other agencies. For instance, new
technology will allow a person in trouble,
who is perhaps choking or hiding, to text
the center if they are unable to talk with
911. Beyond the immediate community,
the new system will allow Hillsborough to
share more information quickly and more
visibly with neighboring agencies.
“We still have a lot of paper here,”
Williamson said, “and we are on our way
to becoming more electronic.”
Williamson’s valuable work on the
technology upgrade project earned him the
most recent Employee Excellence Award.
But the officer sees it as another way to
become involved in the work he loves.
“I really like to help people, especially
in the time of need, and especially police
officers in time of need,” Williamson said.
“Dispatch is the central hub of all information. You get every type of call imaginable,
from something as simple as lost keys to
something as large as a plane crash. Suicide
calls are the most difficult.”
Working in a small department, where
Williamson has now been for almost five
years, allows him to build a rapport with the
residents, and he said he enjoys the uniqueness of the residents. “It’s more personal
here in Hillsborough,” he said.
The Department is a better place with
Williamson aboard, said Lieutenant Nelson
Corteway. “It is a joy to have Williamson
here. He is amazing. When you think of
employees who exceed the standards, Williamson always does more.”
Outside of work, just as on the job,
Williamson reaches out to connect with
the world and its people, in leisure through
photography and travel. His most recent
trips were to Cambodia and Singapore,
which he reports as phenomenal.
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AFFORDABLE
HOUSING IN
HILLSBOROUGH
Second units, backyard cottages, garage apartments, Accessory Dwelling Units
(ADUs), or granny flats — no matter what
you call them — provide a source of affordable, sustainable and generational living
opportunities in a manner that maintains
the unique qualities of Hillsborough.
Since these units were first permitted
in 2002, the Town has issued approvals
for over 200 new second units. This has
provided an opportunity for teachers,
family members, local public safety, health
care and household workers to live within
our community as well as provide help
for seniors who own properties and may
need assistance financially or with their
household management.
The Hillsborough Building and Planning Department provides homeowners
with incentives such as waiving planning,
permitting fees, and public noticing in order to streamline the approval process. For
details visit the Planning Division’s website
at: www.hillsborough.net/ADU.
Additionally, the San Mateo County
Home for All initiative (homeforallsmc.
com) launched a Second Unit Resources
Center on their website. This website has
information for homeowners considering
adding a second unit to their home and
includes resources specific to each city in
San Mateo County. There is a calculator
for assessing the investment costs of adding a second unit, as well as an idea book
featuring case studies and floor plan ideas.
Go to the following URL to learn more:
goo.gl/TaQapn.

CITY COUNCIL ELECTION

A General Municipal Election
will be held on Tuesday, November 6,
2018, for the purpose of filling two
Hillsborough City Council seats. The
term of office is four years beginning
December 2018. Candidates must be
registered voters within the limits of

the Town of Hillsborough at the time
nomination papers are issued. The
nomination period is July 16, 2018,
to August 10, 2018. For more information, please contact City Clerk
Miyuki Yokoyama at 650-375-7412
or myokoyama@hillsborough.net.

TOWN BRIEFS
During the first quarter of 2018, the City Council:
• Held a public hearing on Crown Castle’s appeal of 16 wireless communication facilities applications. Representatives from Crown Castle gave a
presentation and about 30 residents addressed the Council at the public
hearing. After the public hearing was closed, the City Council deliberated
and direction was given to staff to prepare written finding(s) referencing substantial evidence in the Town’s written administrative record for
adoption as final action at the Council’s next meeting. At the subsequent
March 26th meeting, the City Council, in a 5-0 vote, adopted a Resolution denying Crown Castle’s appeal regarding 16 wireless facilities permit
applications. The Resolution upheld, with modification, the City Manager’s decision issued on December 20, 2017.
• Accepted the 2017 and revised 2016 Annual Progress Reports (APR) to
the General Plan. Based on Federal and State guidelines, Hillsborough is
required to establish 91 net new units between 2014 and 2022, with 70 of
these units being at affordable levels. As of December 31, 2017,, the Town
had issued permits for 68 net new units since 2014.
• Authorized the purchase of two utility trucks for Public Works Water and
Sewer Divisions and a pool vehicle for Public Works Administration in a
total amount of $123,465. The vehicles were purchased through competitive bidding processes and will be replacing vehicles that have exceeded
their projected lifespan and are carrying increased maintenance costs.
• Accepted as complete the 2017 Street Resurfacing Project. The project
resurfaced approximately 30 miles of roadway in Hillsborough. The
total project cost was $2,806,327.85, which exceeded the original award
amount, but was within the authorized 10% contingency.
• Accepted as complete the Forest View Avenue / Newhall Road Sewer
Main Replacement Project. This project included removal and replacement of approximately 2,400 linear feet of deficient and undersized
sanitary sewer main, rehabilitation of manhole structures, replacement
of a lower service lateral and cleanout, as well as the replacement of the
Town’s sewer flow meter used for billing purposes. The total project cost
was $1,452,470.37, which was within the anticipated project cost, inclusive of the authorized 20% contingency.
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A CENTURY LATER:
POLICE BUILDING STILL STANDS TALL

Renowned architect George H. Howard
designed several local landmarks, including the Burlingame Train Station and Kohl
Mansion and approximately 75 other
homes on the Peninsula, eight of which are
still standing in Hillsborough today. One
of Howard’s celebrated local projects was
originally designed over one hundred years
ago as a Pacific Telephone and Telegraph
Company switchboard center, located adjacent to historic El Camino Real. Today
that same building houses the Hillsborough
Police Department.
When the Pacific Telephone and Telegraph Company building was completed in
1917, it faced El Camino and used a Burlingame address, 1600 Floribunda, because
Hillsborough’s restrictions on businesses
were already in place. Pacific Telephone
and Telegraph ran an active switchboard
center there until 1926 when it expanded
and relocated to a larger facility on Burlingame Avenue.
Meanwhile, Hillsborough incorporated
in 1910 and its first Town Hall was about
two miles southeast, situated in the original
Howard family home at the intersection of
Roehampton and Richmond roads. This historic building also housed the first police and
fire departments, as well as the first public
school in Hillsborough. As Hillsborough
grew in its first decades, it quickly became
apparent that the town had outgrown this
first location.
When the opportunity to relocate

Hillsborough’s government building into
the vacated Pacific Telephone and Telegraph
center presented itself in 1926, Town leaders jumped at the chance. With its close
proximity to El Camino Real and larger
size, 1600 Floribunda was considered an
ideal relocation site.
Over the years, the Town Hall complex has expanded with the construction
of adjacent buildings to accommodate the
staff needed to serve the growing town.
Residential units also were added to house
the Town’s police and firefighters. The last
big renovation to the buildings came in the
early 1990s when Town Hall expanded to
what it looks like today. In 2010, during
Hillsborough’s centennial, the Hillsborough
Beautification Foundation (HBF) renovated
Centennial Park which was originally built
in 1989 as the Hillsborough Water Conservation Park. Most recently, HBF installed
the Veterans Memorial there in 2016.
Through all the renovations and expansions, the Great Depression, World War II,
and all the growth in San Mateo County,
the Pacific Telephone and Telegraph building
still stands tall a century later, carrying on
the original vision of its architect. Before
George H. Howard moved to Paris in the
early 1920s, he played an integral role in the
incorporation of Hillsborough, serving as
one of the first Trustees. It is poetic that the
police department found its permanent home
in a building designed by Howard, who was
also the Town’s first Police Commissioner.

Headquarters
Company
soldiers pay
a visit to the
Veterans’
Memorial
in Centennial Park,
built in
2016 in
dedication to all
present and
past service
members.

SOLDIERS IN TOWN FOR
OPERATION EAGLE VISIT
Over four dozen active duty members
of the U.S. Army’s 101st Airborne Division
arrived at San Francisco Airport from Fort
Campbell, Kentucky to attend the City of
San Mateo’s Operation Eagle Visit – Homecoming 50 Years. Three days of festive activities celebrated a 50 year relationship with
the 101st Airborne “Screaming Eagles.”
Hillsborough was one of eight San Mateo
County cities that participated with the City
of San Mateo in this memorable event. The
Headquarters & Headquarters Company’s,
1st Brigade Combat Team and Brigade Support Battalion, 2nd Brigade Combat Team
are Hillsborough’s Adopt-a-Unit from this
101st Airborne Division.
On March 23rd, as part of the weekend
celebrations, Hillsborough City Council
members, staff, and residents hosted five
active duty members of the Headquarters
Company: Chaplain Major Matthew Atkins, Sergeant Kara Sensabaugh, Specialist
Julia Toomey, Staff Sergeant Christopher
Davis, and Specialist Christopher Forward.
Mayor Marie Chuang, Police Chief
Mark O’Connor, and retired veteran and
Financial Advisory Committee member
Richard Kuersteiner welcomed the distinguished guests and praised their service

and dedication to fighting for the nation’s
freedom.
Major Atkins expressed his appreciation to Hillsborough and the Operation
Eagle Visit event, “This is a great thing you
do for us. We don’t see it anywhere else.”
A visit to the Veterans’ Memorial in
Centennial Park followed the welcoming
ceremonies at Town Hall. Hillsborough
Beautification Foundation Co-President
Mary Ellen Benninger provided an overview
of its history and shared stories of some of
the fallen soldiers forever remembered at
the memorial.
After the events in Hillsborough, the
soldiers had lunch on the coast and then
joined the rest of their team. Weekend activities included a homecoming parade in San
Mateo on March 24th, and concluded with
a memorial service at Golden Gate National
Cemetery on March 25th.
To find out more about Hillsborough’s
Adopt-a-Unit, please contact LeAnn Thornton at (650) 375-7470 or LThornton@hillsborough.net. Handwritten cards and letters
of support to soldiers, toiletries, and donations for postage are just some of the items
that can be dropped off at the Hillsborough
Police Department at any time.

The Police Department has grown significantly in the last
century. Currently,
there are 36 authorized positions (28
sworn, 8 non-sworn)
and a volunteer Reserve Officer SWAT
Medic. The Town
Hall complex now
includes all Town
Departments except
Central County Fire
and Public Works.

HILLSBOROUGH COMPLETES 2017
STREET RESURFACING PROJECT
Over 30 miles of roadway in Hillsborough were revitalized as part of the 2017
Street Resurfacing Project. The City Council
accepted the project as complete at its March
12th meeting. The total cost of the project
was $2,806,327.85, which is a bit above
the original awarded amount, but within
the authorized 10% contingency.
The primary factor for selecting roadways for rehabilitation is based on the
Pavement Condition Index (PCI) of each
roadway. PCI is a measure of a street’s
condition derived through field inspections
that utilize scoring criteria developed by the
Metropolitan Transportation Commission
(MTC) pavement management program.
The 2017 project raised the Town’s overall
PCI score from 78 to about 80, which rates
as “Very Good to Excellent” by the MTC.
Just six years ago the Town’s PCI
was 71/72, ranking near the bottom for
municipalities in the County of San Mateo. Through the City Council’s support,
increased budgets and revisions to the
municipal code to prevent unplanned and
more costly road repairs, Hillsborough has
moved up to #3 in the County. Staff has
leveraged existing funds and has secured
several roadway grants to help boost the
Town’s ratings. Having excellent roadways
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TOWN HALL
CLOSURES
In the next quarter,
Town Hall will be closed
on the following dates:
Monday, May 28
Memorial Day
Wednesday, July 4
Independence Day
Emergency services will continue to
operate without interruption.

is a goal that the Town staff embraces and
has worked towards.
The Street Resurfacing Project is an
ongoing Capital Improvement Plan project.
The 2019 Street Resurfacing Project is currently in the design stage. Staff anticipates
that the construction phase of this project
will commence in spring 2019 and be
substantially completed by the end of the
summer 2019.

SAVE THE
DATES!

HNN Second Quarter
Info Session

Fire and Health Safety
Wednesday, May 23, 6:30 p.m. –
8:00 p.m., Town Hall.

Memorial Day Parade

Monday, May 28, beginning at 10:30
a.m. at Town Hall. Visit hillsborough.
net/parade for more details.

Hillsborough Concours
d’Elegance
Sunday, July 15, 10:00 a.m. – 4:00
p.m., Crystal Springs Golf Course.
Visit hillsboroughconcours.org for
more details.

Harvest Garden
Workshops

Hillsborough Beautification Foundation invites volunteers of all ages
(children under middle-school age
must be accompanied by an adult)
to attend any of the upcoming Harvest Garden Sunday workshops at
the Harvest Garden, from 2 p.m. – 4
p.m: May 20, June 3, June 24.
Future dates to be determined. Visit
hillsboroughharvestgarden.org for
more details.

