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ista Park has brand
meeting with a total project
new playg rou nd
cost of $139,833 plus a 10%
equipment! T he
contingency. The project was
Town, along with contractor
included in the fiscal year 2017Community Playgrounds,
18 Capital Improvement Plan
Inc., replaced equipment in
under Town Facilities Repairs
the three playground areas
and Improvements.
and installed rubber surProject construction began
facing for accessibility and
in February 2018, was comprotection. The improvepleted in early June, and now
ments brought the playground
has reopened to the public.
equipment up to the standards
Additionally, Hillsborough
required by the Americans
Beautification Foundation will
with Disabilities Act (ADA),
be refurbishing the plants and
American Society for Test- One of the newly renovated playground areas with rubberized surfacing. landscaping around Vista Park
ing and Materials (ASTM),
in September.
and Consumer Product Safety Commission berized surfacing was poured in place and
As a reminder, all dogs at Vista Park
(CPSC). The new play structures include directly installed on-site; it includes drainage are required to be on leash. For the health
some built-in shade and a full slate of improvements for better water flow during and safety of younger children, dogs are not
playground equipment such as slides and inclement weather.
allowed in the newly refurbished playground
games like Tic-Tac-Toe. One area includes
The Vista Park Playground Renovations area. The park is located on Vista Road, beseparate rock climbers and you’ll also find Project went out to bid in October 2017 and tween Chiltern and Culebra Roads. Be sure
a new swing set. The new protective rub- was awarded at the December City Council to check out our revitalized park!

ALAN SINGH RECEIVES EMPLOYEE EXCELLENCE AWARD
Whether it’s going to the Finance
Department to pay a
water bill, or calling
the Town’s main number with a question,
chances are that many
residents have met or
interfaced with Alan
Singh in the three
Alan Singh
years that he’s been
working in the Town’s Finance Department.
Essentially, Alan is the face and voice of
Hillsborough for many residents.
“The residents of Hillsborough are very
pleasanttotalkandinteractwith,”Alansaid.
Of course, interacting with residents
is not Alan’s only duty in the Finance
Department. Alan manages Accounts Payable which entails processing invoices and
purchase orders to ensure that the goods
and services that the Town uses are paid for
and delivered on time. Alan also prepares

the Monthly Claims report included in the
Council Agenda and 1099 documents for
vendors to the Town.
“There is definitely a good mix between
helping residents and my Finance duties,”
Alan said, “But I always try to be attentive
to the residents’ needs first.”
Alan’s dedication to both Town staff
and Hillsborough residents recently earned
him the Employee Excellence Award. In
recognition of employees who go above
and beyond to provide excellent customer
service, recipients are nominated for this
honor by Town management.
“The Finance team would like to
congratulate Alan for his service award,”
said Assistant Finance Director, Richard
Santiago. “It is well deserved, as he continues to be a key contributor to our Department, while also delivering a high level of
customer service to the Town’s residents
and customers. On top of that, he has a
pleasant demeanor and is well received by

both residents and staff.”
Before coming to Hillsborough, Alan
worked for the Peninsula Library System
for over 13 years. For Alan, it’s as much
about balancing family life as it is about
positively impacting Town residents. “I am
fortunate enough to be a lifelong Peninsula
resident. Being in public service reflects my
values and my dedication to giving back to
the community.”
For his five year goals, Alan sees himself
continuing to serve Hillsborough residents
in expanding capacities by furthering his
knowledge through learning from current
management.
While not at work, Alan enjoys cheering
on the Giants and Warriors, and spending
time with his wife Sherrie, and two year old
daughter, Sabrina. Alan credits his family
for keeping him sane and grounded. “I like
to think I can sing, but my daughter usually brings me back to reality by telling her
daddy to stop.”
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STABLE FISCAL OUTLOOK FOR 201819 BUDGET

Thanks to the region’s strong economy,
Hillsborough’s 2018-19 budget reflects a
stable fiscal outlook. General fund revenues
are expected to grow three percent, and Hillsborough’s reserve is also in a solid position.
The Town’s 2018-19 budget of $59.8
million includes expenditures of $29.9
million in the General Fund and related
funds, and $29.9 million in the Water and
Sewer Enterprise funds. The General Fund
accounts for the essential services the Town
provides to its citizens such as public safety,
libraries, recreation, building and planning
services, and general government. The
other related funds are used to account for
restricted monies such as gas tax, and for
replacement of the Town’s vehicles, equipment and infrastructure. The Water and
Sewer Enterprise funds are funded by water
and sewer user rates. These funds account
for the activities associated with the distribution and transmission of potable water to
the Town’s residents and for the treatment
and transmission of the Town’s wastewater.
Projected General Fund revenue for the
upcoming year of $26.9 million is funded
primarily by property taxes (67 percent),
followed by the special public safety tax
(eight percent) and business licensing and
permitting fees (six percent), and the balance is attributed to franchise fees, service
charges, and other miscellaneous and state
subvention revenues.
Expected General Fund expenditures
of $27.5 million are primarily for public
safety (64 percent), street repair (nine percent), building and planning (seven percent),
capital transfers (eleven percent), general
government (five percent) and library and

creating a cohesive message across all
communication platforms;
r A continued partnership with the Hillsborough Beautification Foundation
to enhance Town property and public
rights-of-way;
r Continued participation in the Peninsula Clean Energy joint powers authority,
a public, locally-controlled electricity
provider that gives all PG&E electric
customers in San Mateo County a choice
in having 50 percent to 100 percent of
their electricity supplied from clean
renewable sources at competitive rates;
r A Design, Permitting and Construction Forum to enhance education
and outreach to the community and
contractors;

community services (four percent). The
budgeted expenditures are funded with
General Fund revenues of $26.9 million and
reserves of $0.6 million for the one-time
capital improvements.
The Town’s reserve budget is designated
for unanticipated events such as natural
disasters, as well as storm drain improvements and other future needs, impacts or
one-time projects. While the annual budget
is sound and reserves are good, the Town also
has long-term liabilities for pension, postemployment benefits, and long-term capital
needs that will continue to need funding.
Specific goals for 2018-19 are:
r A communication plan that will focus
on customer service by making the
Town’s website more user-friendly and

HILLSBOROUGH
RECREATION EXPANDS
ADULT PROGRAMMING

PROPER RECYCLING EVEN
MORE CRUCIAL NOW
Is aluminum foil recyclable? (yes)
Are plastic cup lids recyclable? (yes)
Where do I put coffee grounds and
filters and teabags? (the compost bin)
It seems like for every recycling question that’s answered, three new ones pop
up. While remembering what can go where
may be confusing sometimes, the benefits of
recycling are countless: reduction of landfill
waste, conservation of natural resources
and energy, and prevention of pollution,
just to name a few.
Recyclables are also commodities on
the international market. Countries with
low resources or large populations where
demand is outpacing supply will often
purchase recycled materials from other
countries at a low price. Countries with a
recycling surplus, like the United States, are
eager to sell to avoid having to find places
to store the materials, which costs more in
the long run than exporting. Not surprisingly, China is one of the biggest importers
of U.S. recycled plastics and paper.
Previously, China allowed for the purchased materials to have four to five percent
impurities, which are non-recyclable elements that survive the recycling process
and lower the quality of the material. But
recently, China began requiring a maximum impurity rate of one percent or less.
This new requirement all but eliminates
most of the future recycled paper and
plastic going to China as a one percent
impurity is extremely difficult to achieve
with current processes.
Of course, this change is creating a
ripple effect throughout the world. Countries like the U.S. that previously relied
on China to take a lot of the materials are
now experiencing backups at facilities as
they wait to find other buyers. Shipping
to new destinations, improving the refining process, and storing extra material all
carry increased costs. In California, the
state legislature set goals of 75% waste

diversion in the state by 2020. Many Bay
Area cities and counties plan to take it a
step further by striving to keep all waste
out of landfills, commonly known as a Zero
Waste policy. This one change in import
requirements from China will necessitate
a reexamination of all these policies to see
if they are still reachable.
The Town and Recology are not immune to the effects of China’s new requirements, but according to an article published
on Recology’s website, the Bay Area is less
impacted due to the eagerness of residents
to participate in recycling programs: “We
have an advantage because many of our
customers already have an interest in
helping to better sort their materials, and
are actively participating in recycling and
composting collection programs. When
we separate out food-soiled paper, banana
peels and coffee grounds, more recyclable
product remains.”
While Recology and other waste collectors work on refining their processes,
the best action that residents can take is
to continue to “properly sort your materials, making sure that wet, non-recyclable
items are composted rather than tossed in
the garbage. Give your recyclables a quick
rinse, take your plastic bags back to stores
or reuse them, and compost your food
scraps.” Recycling has become part of our
daily routine, but helping the recyclables
make a full journey to re-use requires all
of us to be up to date on proper recycling.
Go to www.whatbin.com to quickly
answer your sorting questions. Using
either English or Spanish, enter your
city and then describe what you want to
discard. This Recology search tool will
direct you to the correct bin; it’s easy and
fun to use!
Also, keep an eye out for postcards
and brochures from Recology that contain
information on recycling and conservation
efforts and tips, or visit www.recology.com.

r A study of long-term funding options
to complete a more than $55 million
storm drain master plan;
r Information technology upgrades to
improve stability and customer experience when working with the Town.
In addition to the General Fund, Hillsborough has a separate $12.7 million capital
budget for streets, water, sewer and storm
drains, enterprise operations, and capital
improvements.
The $3 million street repaving program
will improve more than 17.5 miles of streets
this coming fiscal year. As a result of recent
concentrated efforts by the Town to improve
the quality of Hillsborough’s streets, the
Town’s street condition is ranked third best
in San Mateo County as published by the
Metropolitan Transportation Authority.
The budget contains $3.3 million for
continued sewer improvements and $2.8
million for water main improvements and
tanks, and $1.8 million for storm drain
improvements.
“The fiscal year 2018-19 budget provides the resources for Hillsborough’s vital
capital and infrastructure needs and will
continue to provide a high level of services
to Hillsborough’s residents,” said Finance
Director Jan Cooke. For more detailed information on the Town’s 2018-19 budget,
go to: hillsborough.net/179/FinancialInformation.
Once again, for the past fiscal year,
Hillsborough has been awarded the Distinguished Budget Presentation Award and
Certificate of Achievement for Excellence
in Financial Reporting by the Government
Finance Officers Association.

The Town of Hillsborough partners
with the Hillsborough City School District
to provide recreation programs to residents
of all ages. Currently, the most popular
programs are the ones offered to the youth:
preschool, field (Little League, AYSO), after
school and summer programs. There are
also well-subscribed adult classes during
the daytime like bridge, mahjong and yoga.
However, Recreation Director Tony
Giacomazzi explains, “There are residents,
like seniors and new and expecting parents,
who don’t enroll in programs as often as
others.” To better serve these residents,
the Recreation Department is currently
expanding class offerings and investigating
various outreach options. One of these new
classes is Hillsborough Adult Tech Connect
which aims to familiarize attendees with
new technology and programs/applications.
The most recent class was held in March at
Town Hall and focused on texting, photo
sharing, and basic social media. “I find
it rewarding to offer these programs that
help connect members of our community
not only to others in town, but also to their
friends and family across the country,”
Giacomazzi adds. The next Adult Tech
Connect class is scheduled for Wednesday,
September 26th at 6:00 p.m. at Town Hall.
Contact Hillsborough Recreation at (650)
342-5439 to sign up for the upcoming class.
Although 28 total residents enrolled in
the spring class and the previous one held
at Crocker School, Giacomazzi believes
that there are more residents out there who
would enjoy and benefit from this class
or other potential new programs in the
works. Recently, Giacomazzi met with the
Town’s Citizens Communication Advisory
Committee (CCAC) to discuss promotion
and outreach.
“We’re looking at all options including
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surveys, postcards, and brochures,” Giacomazzi said. “We got some great ideas during
the CCAC meeting and will be conducting
outreach in the near future.” Hillsborough
Recreation also welcomes your programming and outreach suggestions at: TonyG@
hcsd.k12.ca.us or (650) 342-5439. For more
information on programs and classes, please
visit hillsboroughrecreation.com.

FIRE BLOTTER
In the 2nd Quarter of 2018, the
Central County Fire Department
(which includes Hillsborough, Millbrae, and Burlingame) responded to
1,548 calls, as follows:
r Fire calls: 26
r Explosions/ruptures: 0
r EMS/rescue: 992
r Hazardous conditions: 37
r Public assist: 198
r Alarm activations: 146
r Other: 149 (These are primarily
calls canceled en route or once
at the scene where no incident is
found, or weather-related calls.)
Late rains in May which encouraged grass growth, coupled with
continuing effects of the 20122017 drought, have heightened
fire risk again this season. In fact,
California’s wildfire season is off to
its worst start in ten years. Please
be vigilant about maintaining a
“defensible space”. Clear away
dead vegetation, create a six foot
minimum clearance between the
ground and lowest tree branches
and keep the roof and gutters clear
of debris.
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FROM THE BUILDINGPLANNING DEPARTMENT

HIP Housing
For years, the Town has supported
HIP Housing as one element of its efforts
to promote affordable housing alternatives
in Town, and on the Peninsula generally.
HIP (Human Investment Potential) Housing has a special Home Sharing Program
that helps you screen, interview and follow
up in your search for a great renter, should
you have space to share in your house or
on your property
How does Home Sharing work?
From renting a room in your home
to leasing an Accessory Dwelling Unit
(ADU), HIP Housing’s Home Sharing
Program will help you access renters who
live, work or attend school in San Mateo
County. This free service will help locate
and vet local renters in a safe and supportive environment.
Why use HIP Housing?
HIP Housing has provided housing
and home sharing services in San Mateo
County since 1972. The Home Sharing
program conducts one on one interviews,
background checks and income verification, develops a comprehensive lease
agreement and offers follow-up support.
For additional information, please
visit the HIP Housing website at hiphousing.org.
Short Term Rentals
The Town of Hillsborough is primarily a single family residential community,
except for its schools, private clubs and
Town facilities. Hillsborough is proud of
its low density, residential character and
long history of providing a relaxing escape
from the surrounding urban stresses found
in the San Francisco Bay Area. Quality
of life and a single family residential living experience are of high value to Town
residents.
With the growth of short term rental
advertising platforms, the Town has been

NEIGHBOR OFFERS KUDOS TO
HILLSBOROUGH DISPATCH

made aware of concerns about their potential to change this cherished quality of
life. Short term rental of homes and Accessory Dwelling Units in Hillsborough
is not permitted. A rental of less than 30
days is short term, and prohibited.
If you have questions regarding rental
of homes or accessory dwellings, please
contact the Building and Planning Department at (650) 375-7411.

By Captain Caroline Serrato
The dispatchers of the Hillsborough
Police Department (HPD) frequently go
above and beyond the call of duty to fulfill
the goal of providing excellent service to
the residents of the Town of Hillsborough. There are countless examples of
this but what follows is a recent one that
might make your day.
Susan was walking her son’s dog,
Nilla, late one night on Forest View
Avenue. For added security, she was
carrying a lantern to light the way and,
as she approached her home with Nilla
in tow, she paused to give him a treat
because he had suddenly stopped. Nilla,
a three-year-old Golden Retriever, occasionally needed a treat to keep moving
and, although he could be skittish, a treat
usually got him motivated.
Unfortunately in this case, Nilla
was spooked by the lantern and bolted.
Although he was on a leash, Susan was
unable to hold onto it and was pulled off
her feet. Nilla ran into the brush at the
side of the road, much to Susan’s distress.
Susan rapidly contacted her neighbors and one of Hillsborough’s Finest,
Communications Officer Carrie Farley.
Carrie has worked as a dispatcher for
nearly four decades and, although she
retired seven years ago, comes back on
a part-time basis to help out.
Through Carrie, Susan was able to
obtain resources and an offer to have officers be on the lookout that night. But the
third resource that Carrie offered was the
most important to Susan — she offered
a compassionate ear. Carrie explained
to Susan that she too was a dog lover
and understood Susan’s distress at losing
Nilla. Carrie told Susan that she would
be there throughout the night and for
Susan to feel free to call back, and they
spoke several times that night as Susan

Town of Hillsborough
Construction Requirements
Construction projects are underway
in many Hillsborough neighborhoods. In
the spirit of preserving the tranquil quality of life in Town, please be aware that
Hillsborough limits construction activities
and deliveries to the following times:
r Monday through Friday – 8:00 a.m.
to 5:00 p.m.
r Saturdays – 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
r Saturday noise shall not exceed 70
decibels outside the property.
r Noise producing activities, including
noise associated with leaf blowers
and other gardening equipment, are
prohibited on Saturdays (with the
exception of homeowners), Sundays
and Town recognized holidays. Please
see Municipal Code Chapter 8.32 for
more information about noise.
For further details on construction parameters, please see the following link: hillsborough.net/construction-requirements
Tree Removal
Removing trees with a trunk having
a total diameter of 36 inches or more
measured at 4 feet 6 inches above natural
grade, trees constituting a grove, or trees
associated with a future or pending construction project is not permitted without
Town approval. When in doubt, contact
Building and Planning at (650) 375-7411
for more information.

had questions about the legality of posting fliers and contacting their neighbors.
Susan and her husband, Mike, spent
a sleepless night emailing neighbors,
looking at maps and creating fliers to get
the word out about the missing Nilla to
anyone who may have seen him or would
be able to assist in locating him. The
next morning, fueled by coffee, they set
out to post fliers, reach out to everyone
in the area and continue the search for
Nilla. They were frustrated at their lack
of success and had to make a dreaded
phone call to their son, Matt, who was
away on vacation in Hawaii and had left
Nilla in their care.
Immediately upon hearing that Nilla
was missing, Matt cut short his vacation
and rapidly returned to Hillsborough. He
felt that he had a pretty good idea about
where Nilla had gone and was hoping he
could find him.
Matt went directly from the airport
to the green belt that runs between Forest
View and Macadamia and began to call
for Nilla. He called his name from the
trail over and over, hoping that he was
correct and that this was the area where
he would find Nilla. After a long hour,
Nilla emerged from the brush. He was
scared, dirty, dehydrated and hungry but
otherwise in good shape after spending
a few cold nights outside.
Nilla was overjoyed to see his owner
and happily ate and drank his way back
to recovery, while Susan, Mike and Matt
all took very well deserved naps!
Susan said that one of the best parts
of the whole event was that her interaction with Carrie reconfirmed her belief
in what an excellent Police Department
we have in Hillsborough. She said that
she felt supported and that Carrie took
the extra time to really be there in what
was at times a desperate situation.

TOWN BRIEFS
During the past quarter, the City Council:
r Accepted as complete the landscaping project for the Walnut Avenue Storm
Drain and A1 Priority Drain Projects. The landscape plan was developed using
a 2:1 replacement ratio for removed trees, with the exception of a 6:1 ratio
for any removed native oaks. The total project cost was $111,329, which was
within the original contract amount, including contingency.
r Accepted as complete the 2017-18 Sanitary Sewer Mains Chemical Root Control Treatment Project. The project used a chemical root treatment to mitigate
root intrusion in approximately 54,000 linear feet of four inch to eighteen inch
sanitary sewer mainlines. The chemical root treatment process is also referred
to as “foaming” and involves the use of specialized equipment that fills sewer
mains with a thick herbicide coating which expands as it is dispensed. The
project was completed with a total cost of $71,627, which was below the budgeted amount of $73,761.
r Awarded a contract for $1,019,392 for Phase I of the Sanitary Sewer Pump
Station Improvements Project. The design of this project includes improvements
at two of the Town’s three sanitary sewer lift stations, located at Sugar Hill
Drive and Brooke Court. The awarded contract will upgrade the Sugar Hill
Pump Station. The improvements will extend the service life of the pump station, reduce the likelihood of sewer overflows caused by failing or undersized
equipment, and implement standardized safety upgrades to the equipment and
layout. The contract includes the total bid amount of $926,720, plus a 10%
contingency.
r Received an update for the conceptual plan of a pedestrian path, landscaped
area and roadway improvements along the 500 to 700 block of Eucalyptus
Avenue. The proposed project is a collaborative effort among the Town of
Hillsborough, Hillsborough Beautification Foundation, and the Burlingame
Country Club. The City Council provided general direction on the project to
staff. Numerous Hillsborough residents and students spoke about the project at
the City Council meeting and through e-mails and telephone calls. The conceptual designs can be viewed on the Town’s website at hillsborough.net/168/
Current-Town-Projects.
r Authorized a Resolution calling for a general municipal election for the Town
of Hillsborough. The election will be held on Tuesday, November 6, 2018, for
the purpose of filling two City Council seats. The term of office is four years
beginning in December 2018. Candidates were required to be registered voters within the limits of the Town of Hillsborough at the time the nomination
papers were issued.
r Awarded a contract for $258,960 for the Sign Inventory Replacement Project

to make Hillsborough’s signs compliant with the federal Manual on Uniform
Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD) standards. The project consists of replacing approximately 719 traffic regulatory, 462 traffic warning and 17 guide
signs in the Town. Additionally, the project will install approximately 42 new
traffic warning and regulatory signs at six school locations as recommended by
a 2015 CSG Consultants study specific to schools. The majority of the project
involves replacing traffic signs located on existing sign posts throughout the
Town.
r Adopted Resolutions updating the Town’s Master Fee Schedule. The fees were
updated for the first time since fiscal year 2014-15. Changes include decreases
in 26 fees due to efficiencies and the addition of four new fees. The Master Fee
Schedule, water/sewer rates, and the fiscal year 2018-19 budget may be viewed
on the Town’s Finance page at: hillsborough.net/178/Finance
r Adopted Fiscal Year 2018-19 Budget [see article].
Presentations
r Corporal David Agee presented on the current state of local wildlife around the
Town. Wildlife camera videos showed a variety of wildlife such as raccoons,
deer and mountain lions. Multiple cameras and trackers were set up throughout the Town in order to gather data on wildlife movement, migration patterns,
and frequency. Video footage as well as safety tips to remember when encountering wildlife are posted on the Police Department homepage at: Hillsborough.
net/231/Police.
r Jessica Epstein, Government/Community Affairs Officer for SamTrans, provided an update on Get Us Moving San Mateo County’s outreach efforts to
gauge the ongoing transportation concerns of local residents. More information
can be viewed on their official website at getusmovingsmc.com.
r Fourth graders Alexandria Dassios and Cora Rosen
from South School spoke regarding the declining
population of the monarch butterflies. The students asked that the City Council participate in
the monarch butterfly’s preservation by adopting
the Mayor’s Monarch Pledge, which includes 25
key objectives. The City Council indicated that the
Town currently meets 12 of the objectives. After the
presentation, the City Council presented a proclamation to the students in support of the Mayor’s
Monarch Pledge and declaring June 11, 2018 to be
Alexandria Dassios (left)
Mayor’s Monarch Butterfly Pledge Day.
and Cora Rosen.
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WILLIAM LI, A STRATEGIC HIRE
Management Analyst William Li
downsized over his last few career moves,
and he has found the perfect fit in Hillsborough. After graduating from UC Davis
with a Bachelor of Science in Managerial
Economics with a minor in Communications, Li worked for the County of Monterey, with 4,500 employees, for five years
as a Management Analyst for the Health
Department. In 2012 the City of San Bruno
hired Li as a Management Analyst/Project
Manager in its Public Works Department.
And just last October, Li was hired by the
Town of Hillsborough as a Management
Analyst in the City Manager’s office,
covering communications and day-to-day
operations.
Li muses, “Hillsborough is the smallest
government entity I’ve worked for, but it
has the most involved residents. I’ve been
inspired by the level of dedication and
everyday involvement of so many people,
inside Town Hall and out, who are working to make Hillsborough a better place
to live.”
William (or Will) is tasked with
implementing both the Town’s IT and
Communications Strategic Plans. While
some of that work, like updated computer
security and servers, is hidden to most,
Li is also working to ensure a successful
rollout of the Town’s new website late
this year. “I expect website visitors will
find an updated and more user-friendly
experience,” asserts Li.
With Barbara Backer’s retirement as
editor of this quarterly newsletter, Li has

assumed that responsibility as well. “I’m
teaming up with the
Citi zens C om munication Advisory
Council (CCAC) to
ensure this will remain a great community newsletter,
full of information
William Li
and news — like the
Police Blotter — that residents want to
read.”
Li stays busy outside of work too. “I’m
a kid at heart, even though the rest of my
body is getting older,” William smiles.
His hobbies are two-pronged: fitness and
video games. “If you played Shenmue, a
single player game that was popular in the
late ’90s, come see me! I’ve played lots of
excellent games, but this is my favorite.”
As far as fitness-related activities, Li enjoys
golf, weight-lifting and badminton.
William is proud that the Capuchino
High School badminton team won its
league title when he was assistant coach. Li
also served as president of a local Rotary
Club, which he saw as a very fulfilling way
to give back to the community.
Li plans to stay in government for his
career, perhaps getting an MBA degree
over nights and weekends in the next five
years. He reflects, “I love working with
Hillsborough residents, our bosses, hearing
their concerns and helping them. This is a
friendly inclusive group and I’m happy to
be a part of it.”

NEWSLETTER: A LOOK BACK
Hillsborough’s quarterly newsletter has
been a mainstay of the Town’s communication with its residents for twenty-eight years.
One of the first initiatives of a newly elected
City Council in 1990 was to create Hillsborough’s Citizens Communication Advisory
Committee (CCAC). The purpose of the
committee was to brainstorm and implement
ways that the Town’s activities and concerns
could best be relayed to its citizens. Almost
immediately, with the blessing of the City
Manager and the Town Council, Hillsborough’s quarterly newsletter was born.
Fearless founding CCAC members not
only selected topics of interest for articles,
but they also wrote and edited the newsletter themselves. Soon Barbara Backer was
helping provide photographs and content,

and just a few years later Backer became
the editor of the paper until her retirement
earlier this year. With this issue, William Li
has completed his second newsletter, and
he continues as Editor with the input of an
active CCAC.
The newsletter remains a popular
means of communication with Hillsborough’s residents. So even with the advent
of monthly e-Announcements and other
electronic communications, this quarterly
newsletter with its mix of in-depth articles
and departmental updates will continue to
be delivered to Hillsborough residents’ mailboxes. Past and current issues are available
on the Town’s website at www.hillsborough.
net. Look there for future postings of online
issues with color photographs!

TAKING PRECAUTIONS DURING
MOSQUITO AND TICK SEASON
The summer sun brings warmer
weather and time outdoors with family
and friends, creating happy, everlasting
memories. Don’t let mosquito and tick bites
ruin the moment! In May of this year, the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention reported that illnesses spread by tick,
mosquito and flea bites more than tripled
in the United States between 2004-2016.
With both widening affected areas and an
increasing number of germs transmitted
this way, it is important to be aware and
take care.
According to the San Mateo County
Mosquito & Vector Control District and
the Central for Disease Control & Prevention, the best protection against mosquito
and tick borne illnesses is to take extra
precautions to prevent bites from occurring.
Measures can be taken at home, outside,
and abroad.
At home: Reduce mosquito breeding
grounds on your property by removing all
standing water. Use air conditioning and
fans to keep your home cool and less attractive to mosquitoes. Be sure to double
check doors, windows and screens for openings and holes. If mosquitoes continue to
appear, sleep with a mosquito blanket or

netting and consider seeking a professional
mosquito control inspection.
Outside: Wear long sleeve shirts, long
pants, and hats when possible. Tuck pants
into socks and shirts into pants. Use an
insect repellent with ingredients that are
approved by the Environmental Protection
Agency. The most common approved ingredient sold commercially is DEET. Follow
application directions carefully.
Travelling abroad: Visit cdc.com/travel
for potential health risks for each destination country. Consult a health professional
four to six weeks before travelling to ensure
vaccinations are up to date. Upon returning, continue to take precautions against
mosquito bites for at least three weeks.
Even if no sickness is present, viruses can
lay dormant, and those viruses can still be
spread through mosquito transmission.
The San Mateo County Mosquito
& Vector Control District offers an expansive array of services, including wasp
elimination and vermin control in addition
to mosquito and vector control. Visit the
homepage at smcmvcd.org for more information. Residents may call 650.344.3843
or visit smcmvcd.org/online-service-request
to schedule a service.
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POLICE BLOTTER
For the three-month period of April, May and June 2018 the Hillsborough
Police Department responded to 9,228 calls for service. In those three months,
HPD made 21 misdemeanor and 10 felony arrests. Police personnel responded
to and investigated 12 non-injury and 5 injury vehicle collisions, and completed 137 police reports. HPD also conducted 555 traffic stops/vehicle checks,
issued 279 citations (moving and parking violations), checked on 1,340 watch
list homes, performed 2,336 security checks at the schools and other facilities.
HPD investigated 181 suspicious persons and vehicles and responded to 559
residential burglary alarms.
A sample of some of the notable calls for service that occurred during this
period is listed below:
r At 6:45 pm, officers responded to the 400 block of El Cerrito Avenue on
the report of an audible alarm coming from a residence. After arriving in
the area an officer heard a strange noise coming from a residence. The noise
was determined to be the motor to an electronic gate. The gate appeared
to be damaged and officers determined it was due to a vehicle ramming its
way through the gate. Once on the property, officers located a forced open
set of French doors to the residence. Officers entered the residence and
conducted a search. Additional officers remained on the perimeter. While
officers were inside, an officer on the perimeter observed a male subject
attempting to exit the residence. The subject was detained. During the
interview, the suspect confessed to ramming the gate and forcing entry into
the home. He was placed under arrest for burglary in addition to felony
vandalism and booked into the San Mateo County Jail.
r At 11:40 pm, an officer on patrol observed a vehicle with an expired registration. A traffic stop was initiated and the driver along with two passengers were contacted. A records check returned that the driver’s license was
suspended and she was on probation with a search and seizure clause. The
vehicle was searched. Marijuana, an open container of alcohol and heroin
were located inside the vehicle. One of the passengers was placed under arrest for possession of heroin. He was cited and released from the scene. The
driver was also cited and released for driving with a suspended license.
r At 3:00 pm, officers responded to the 2800 block of Ralston Avenue on
the report of a vehicle collision with unknown injuries. Officers arrived on
scene and located a female sitting in the driver seat of a vehicle that had
driven off the driveway of a residence. The driver was contacted and displayed symptoms of being under the influence of alcohol. The driver refused
all field sobriety tests. Based on her objective symptoms she was placed
under arrest for DUI. A vehicle search yielded numerous open containers of
alcohol. She was cited and released to medical staff at a local hospital.
r At 12:45 am, an officer was dispatched to a construction site on the report
of a theft of tools. The officer contacted the victim who advised one of his
sub-contractors stole a jackhammer from the jobsite. The victim showed security camera footage to the officer. The footage showed the suspect loading
the jackhammer into his vehicle and driving away. The suspect was identified and a records check returned two outstanding warrants out of Santa
Clara County. The following day HPD Investigators conducted surveillance
at the jobsite. The suspect did not return to the jobsite as scheduled. Later
that day the suspect did return to the jobsite. He was contacted by HPD
Investigators. A search of his vehicle yielded a small plastic baggy containing
a white substance which later tested positive for cocaine. The suspect was
placed under arrest for theft of the jackhammer, possession of cocaine and
the two warrants. He was booked into the San Mateo County Jail.
r At 12:50 am, an officer was on patrol on Tobin Clark Drive. He located
numerous illegally parked vehicles at the end of the cul de sac. When the
officer attempted to contact the individuals associated with the vehicles,
a male subject fled the scene on foot through an open field. HPD officers
responded to the scene to attempt to locate the fleeing subject. He was not
located. Records checks were conducted on the individuals who remained
on scene. Four of the subjects were identified as validated gang members.
At approximately 3:00 am, an HPD officer observed an Uber vehicle in the
area. The vehicle was stopped and the male in the back seat matched the
description of the person who fled earlier. The officer who made the initial
stop responded to the traffic stop and identified the male as the person who
ran. A records check returned he was on parole in addition to an outstanding no bail warrant. He was also a validated gang member and one of
the conditions of his parole was that he not associate with known gang
members. He was placed under arrest for the warrant and violation of his
parole. He was booked into the San Mateo County Jail for the above-listed
charges in addition to resisting, obstructing or delaying a police officer.
r At 7:30 pm,HPD officers were dispatched to the call of a man with a rifle. Officers arrived on scene and located a male subject in front of a residence armed
with a rifle. He was ordered to put the rifle down and reluctantly complied.
The rifle was rendered safe and determined to be an air rifle. Witnesses reported observing the male shoot the rifle into the air. The rifle was seized and the
male was cited for violation of the Hillsborough Municipal Code prohibiting
air rifles in town. See municipal code Chapter 9.88 for more information.
Package Thefts
We are seeing an increase in package thefts throughout San Mateo
County. Hillsborough is not immune to this crime and numerous package
thefts have been reported. If possible, have packages delivered to your place
of business or arrange for a pick-up with the local carrier. If you see anyone
or anything suspicious do not hesitate to call the Hillsborough Police Department (650) 375-7470.
Steve Gonzalez Retirement
The Hillsborough Police Department would like to congratulate K-9
Officer Steven Gonzalez on his retirement during the second quarter of 2018.
Officer Gonzalez and his K-9 partner Como will be missed by the HPD family. Good luck and enjoy your retirement Steve!!!

