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After-hours, Urgent Service (650) 375-7470
POLICE DEPARTMENT
Doug Davis, Chief
Non-emergency/24 hours (650) 375-7470
Code Enforcement Hotline: (650) 375-7572
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HPD OFFERS PREVENTION TIPS –
A KEY TO LOW BURGLARY RATES

1600 Floribunda Avenue
Hillsborough, CA 94010
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council@hillsborough.net
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By Officer Chris Smith
The Hillsborough Police
Department (HPD) takes pride
in working with the community
to solve and prevent crime.
Officers often field questions
from residents when completing
calls for service. The most common topic is burglary. Though
“burglary” is commonly and
u nd e r s t a nd ably s om e t i m e s
incorrectly referred to as “robbery”, the difference between
the two is listed below:
California Penal Code 459
defines burglary as: Entering a
residential or commercial building, or room, with the intent to
commit a felony or theft inside.
California Penal Code 211
defines robbery as: The taking of personal
property from someone by means of force
or fear.
Though Hillsborough consistently
ranks among California’s safest cities, it is
not without crime. Property crime is on the
rise in California, and residential burglary

prevention is a top priority for HPD. In
general, burglaries have been on the decline
in Hillsborough since 2016. This has been
achieved through the hard work of HPD, team
work with allied agencies, and our integral
partnership with the community.
It is important to know that like many

other property crimes, burglary is a
crime of opportunity. Burglars often work in “crews” of two to four
members. They are attracted to the
Peninsula due to its affluence, and
generally target homes where they
believe nobody is home. Burglars
look for easy targets.
In an effort to assist residents
in better fortifying their homes
against burglaries, here are some
tips:
• Lock all of your doors and close
all of your windows. Double
check that they are locked, especially the deadbolts. Burglars
often check for unlocked doors to
prevent additional noise caused
by forced entry into a home. Hillsborough Police Officers discover
unlocked doors during alarm calls and
vacation house checks.
• Have an alarm installed and maintained
regularly. Approximately 70% of Hillsborough’s burglaries occur at homes
which do not have alarms installed or
continued on page 3

COFFEE WITH THE CITY MANAGER
Hillsborough residents had the opportunity to sit down with
City Manager Ann Ritzma and Police Chief Doug Davis at July’s
Coffee with the City Manager gathering at Town Hall’s new outdoor
patio area. The monthly event offers residents the opportunity to
chat with the City Manager in an informal setting while snacking on
doughnuts and coffee. Each month also features an additional Town
department head. In addition to the Police Chief, residents also have
had the opportunity to chat with Finance Director Jan Cooke and
Public Works Director Paul Willis.
The next Coffee with the City Manager will be held on Friday,
September 20th at
Town Hall (1600 Floe-ANNOUNCEMENT
ribunda Avenue) with
Stay up to date on important Town
Fire Chief John Kamnews, events, and City Council
meyer as the special
meetings by signing up for the
guest. Feel free to stop
e-Announcement mailing list. It
by between 9:00 a.m.
takes less than a minute!
to 11:00 a.m. for cofwww.hillsborough.net/subscribe
fee and conversation.

City Manager Ann Ritzma and Police Chief Doug Davis meeting
with residents on July 26.
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HILLSBOROUGH ADOPTS 2019-20 BUDGET
The City Council adopted the fiscal
year 2019-20 Operating and Capital
Budget at the June 10th City Council
meeting. The budget is balanced and
complies with State and local policies
and guidelines.
The annual budget provides funding
for core services and includes a substantial investment in the Town’s capital and
infrastructure needs. Major capital projects
in the 2019-20 budget include water main
replacements, sewer priority basins, and
storm drain improvements.
The total appropriations are $56.9
million for all funds, which is a decrease of
4% from the previous fiscal year. The slight
decrease is primarily due to the timing of
certain capital projects. General Fund expenditures show a $1.5 million, or 5.4%,
increase which is mainly driven by labor
and benefits costs and contractual increases
for fire and other services.
The Town’s General Fund reserve is

projected at $23.5 million, and includes:
• Contingency Reserve - $12.8 million:
per the General Fund Reserve policy, a
minimum of 30% (with a goal of 50%)
of expenditures should be reserved
for contingencies to cover risks and
other factors with financial impacts
like natural disasters, economic downturns and infrastructure failures.
• Restricted Reserve - $4.8 million: funding for the Section 115 pension trust
that is used to offset future CalPERS
increases.
• Assigned Reserve - $5.9 million: the
reserve is based on project needs.
The breakdown includes $3.6 million
for storm drain improvements, $2.0
million for sewer improvements, and
$300,000 for tree replacements.
The full budget is available for viewing on the Finance Department’s webpage:
www.hillsborough.net/179/ FinancialInformation.

SIXTEENTH YEAR FOR
FINANCE AWARDS

For sixteen years in a row, Hillsborough has received the two most distinguished awards from the Government
Finance Officers Association (GFOA).
For the Distinguished Budget Presentation Award, the Town has to qualify
for the nationally recognized guidelines
for effective budget presentation. The
Town’s budget document accomplishes

PECHETTI –
EMPLOYEE
EXCELLENCEE
AWARD

these by serving as a policy document, a
financial plan, an operations guide, and
a communication device. The Certificate
of Excellence in Financial Reporting is
judged by an impartial panel to meet the
high standards of the program, which
includes demonstrating a constructive
“spirit of disclosure” to clearly communicate its financial story.

CCFD HOSTS WILDLAND
FIRE SAFETY TOWN HALL
Dozens of Hillsborough
residents packed Town Hall
on Wednesday, July 24th for
the first Wildland Fire Safety
Town Hall hosted by the
Central County Fire Department (CCFD). The Town Hall
focused on the steps residents
can take to make their homes
safer from wildfires such as
clearing debris from roofs
and gutters and spacing out
fire resistant vegetation on
the property.
CCFD also discussed the revised
Wildland Urban Interface (WUI) program
and what residents can expect moving
forward.
The presentation and other informa-

tion are available on the CCFD WUI page
at www.ccfd.org/wui. A second Town
Hall is currently scheduled for Saturday,
September 28th from 9:00 – 10:30 a.m.
in the Town’s Council Chambers.

WEBSITE TIP! SEECLICKFIX

The Town invites all residents to
view its newly redesigned website at
www.hillsborough.net. In each newsletter, a new tip is featured to help site
visitors have the best user experience
possible.
Report public works issues through
SeeClickFix
The Town utilizes an online and
mobile application called SeeClickFix
that allows residents to submit public
works related issues with just a few clicks.
Non-emergency issues that are in need of
attention such as potholes and vegetation
hazards can be reported here.
From the web:
V isit w w w.h i l lsboroug h.ne t /
seeclickfix to access the online portal
and click “New Request.” The address
can be entered manually or geo-located
by clicking the target button in the top
right corner. After the address is entered,
select the type of issue, add images if

The Town
uses collected
revenue to
fund essential
services and
key priorities
for the Fiscal
Year while also
maintaining
the necessary
reserves.

applicable, and enter a brief description. An account is not necessary to
report an issue. The benefit to having
an account is that the system will track
issues and can ping the issue submitter
with updates.
Once the issue is entered, the Public
Works Department is notified of the
issue. Town staff will post updates on
the issue and mark it as complete when
resolved.
From a mobile device:
Visit www.seeclickfix.com to download the app for iOS or Android. The
steps to report an issue are similar to the
website version, with the main difference
of the user being able to take a picture
on the spot, as long as the user grants
the app permission to access the camera
and photos.
Questions? Please call the Public
Works Department at (650) 375-7444
and Town staff will assist with the
program.
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When not
on the job, Kari
Pechetti can often be found in
the crowd at
a baseball or
softball game,
cheering on her
son and daughter. It is no surprise then, that
Kari Pechetti
Pechetti is well accustomed to stepping up to the plate for the Hillsborough Police Department (HPD).
Pechetti recently received the
Employee Excellence Award, given to
the Town employee who goes “above
and beyond” and best exemplifies
the Town’s dedication to providing
exceptional customer service.
A lifelong Bay Area resident,
Pechetti started working for HPD in
1999, assisting the department with
a new records management system.
She continued to serve in various
roles, becoming a Community Service
Officer in 2000, Service Technician
in 2002, and Records Clerk in 2011.
Pechetti was promoted to Records
Supervisor in July 2018.
Pechetti describes her role at
HPD as “a lot of work behind the
scenes,” involving key tasks such as
overseeing the submission of officers’
reports, procurement and billing for
police equipment and supplies, and
monthly reports to the Department
of Justice.
“There’s a lot of administrative
work that goes on to ensure the department runs smoothly,” Pechetti
explained. “I’m grateful to be a part
of such a dynamic team.”
Captain Nelson Corteway, who
has worked alongside Pechetti for
many years, praised her for always
being willing to take on multiple
responsibilities: “Kari is a jack of all
trades and is always ready to pitch in
where needed. She also contributes to
the department operations in vehicle
maintenance, personnel, training, IT,
and recruitment.”
Pechetti plans to continue taking
advantage of professional development trainings to remain an instrumental team player and contribute to
a successful department.

JOSHUA BERMAN –
MAYOR FOR A DAY
Joshua Berman from South School
served as the Town’s Mayor for a Day on
Monday, July 8th. His day included tours of
Fire Station 34 and Town facilities. Joshua
also visited the recently completed Vista
Water Tank and went on a police ride-along
with Officer Tyler Geiger and Ozzy, the
Town’s K-9.
At the City Council meeting, Joshua
called the meeting to order, requested a roll
call, and led the Pledge of Allegiance. After
the approval of minutes, the City Council
recognized Joshua as Mayor for a Day and
presented him with a certificate.

SAVE THE
DATES!
HBF’s Harvest Garden
Workshops

Workshops will be held from 2:00
– 4:00 p.m. on the following dates:
September 8th and 22nd, October
6th and 20th, and November 3rd.
Resident drop-ins are always
welcome; students please RSVP in
advance to
harvestgarden@yahoo.com.

Hillsborough
Recreation

For details on classes offered for
children to seniors, including the
Town’s iPhoneography classes for
adults, call 650-342-5439 or check
www.hillsboroughrecreation.org.

HBF Veterans Day
Program

Please join Hillsborough
Beautifica-tion Foundation in
honoring our Veterans on
Monday, November 11th,
10:00-11:00 a.m. at Town Hall.
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‘TRASH TO ART’
CONTEST WINNERS
HNN’s mission is to assist Hillsborough
residents with emergency preparedness and
connect neighbors to enhance resiliency
efforts.

2019 NEIGHBORFEST
Sunday, September 22
2:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.
West School, Front Lawn
(376 Barbara Way)
Neighborfest promotes Neighborhood
Resilience, Neighbors Helping Neighbors,
and Emergency Preparedness. Join your
neighbors and neighborhood leads for safety
and training sessions with the Hillsborough
Police Department, Central County Fire
Department, and other local agencies.
There will also be food, fun, and games
for the whole family. All residents in Hillsborough are welcome to attend! RSVP at
www.hillsborough.net/neighborfest.
TOWN-WIDE EMERGENCY
RESPONSE DRILL AND BBQ
Sunday, October 20
10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

Town Hall
(1600 Floribunda Ave.)
Simulated emergency scenarios and
disaster communications: Learn how to
help friends, family, neighbors, and yourself in case of a large scale emergency and
how to communicate effectively with the
Town Neighborhood Operation Center
(NOC).

QUARTERLY PREPAREDNESS TIPS:
• Get to Know Your Neighbors
Learn and save the phone numbers
of your six closest neighbors. Add their
names and numbers into your phone
contacts. Emergency preparedness is
not just about knowing your immediate
neighbors!
• Emergency Water Supply
Have 72 hours’ worth of water stored
for your household in case of an emergency
where water is inaccessible. The general rule
is one gallon of water per person, per day.
Remember your pets, too!
Looking for more simple preparedness
tips? Visit www.do1thing.com.

This is a glimpse
at last year’s
Neighborfest
at West School.
Come be a part
of Neighborfest
2019 on September 22.

TOWN BRIEFS
During the past quarter, the City Council:
• Awarded a contract to G. Bortolotto & Co., Inc. for the 2019 Street Resurfacing Project in an amount not to exceed $2,763,519. The Town conducts
street resurfacing projects biennially to rehabilitate damaged pavement sections and to provide preventative maintenance. This year’s roadway project
will improve over 16 miles of the Town’s roadways utilizing rubberized
asphalt, conventional asphalt, micro-surfacing and crack sealing as preventative maintenance. The project began in June and is expected to be completed by September 2019. Resurfacing schedules are consistently updated
on the Town’s homepage under the ‘News’ section and residents within,
and near, areas to be resurfaced are notified in advance of work being done.
• Awarded a contract to Casey Construction for the 2019 Water Main
Replacement Project in an amount not to exceed $2,301,580 with a 10%
contingency. The project will replace 6,715 feet of water mains that are undersized and/or deficient on Tartan Trail Road, Bridge Road, and also along
Bridge Road. The project is expected to begin this fall.
• Awarded a contract to Trinet Construction for the Cherry Creek Pump
Station Replacement Project near Hayne and Black Mountain Roads in an
amount not to exceed $1,773,000 with a 10% contingency. The new pump
station will increase access to fire suppression water, improve continued
water service during power outages, and increase water availability to the
public. The project began construction in July 2019.
• Accepted as complete the A2 Priority Projects Phase 1 with Cratus, Inc. The
project was awarded at the August 2018 City Council meeting to improve
four storm drain systems prioritized in the Town’s Storm Drain Master
Plan. The project was finished on schedule with a final cost of $1,728,099,
which was below the approved contract amount of $1,748,830.

The City Council recognized Bradley Chamblin’s 3rd - 5th grade service learning class from North School for winning first place in the Class Category, in
RethinkWaste’s 2019 “Trash to Art” contest. The piece, titled “Decomposing
Vending Machine,” depicts a selection of packaged food items and shows how
many years the packaging takes to decompose. The City Council presented
Mr. Chamblin and his class with a Certificate of Recognition for their outstanding and thought provoking artistic achievement.

NEW ANALYST BACHMANN
JOINS PUBLIC WORKS
For Sara Bachmann, a job change
to a private technology company made
her realize that her
passion was for local government. “I
realized that serving
in local government
was what I enjoyed the
most,” she said. “In Sara Bachmann
the public sector, I can see the positive effects
of my work in the community.” Bachmann
was hired in December as a Management
Analyst for the Hillsborough Public Works
Department.
Before and after her stint in the private
sector, Bachmann worked for the South San
Francisco Fire Department where she handled various accounting duties and helped
to manage the budget. She also assisted with
Geographic Information Systems and data
management, community outreach, and
project management.

“I’m very excited to be here in Hillsborough,” Bachmann said. “I feel like my
previous experience in South San Francisco
will transfer well.”
Bachmann graduated from San Francisco State University with a degree in
Speech and Communication Studies. She
says that the most important lesson she
learned during her studies was the importance of interpersonal communication and
that “every type of interaction is a form of
communication.”
Bachmann is a fourth generation Peninsula resident and currently lives in San
Francisco with her two sons who are 11 and
15 and a 3 year old rescue dog named Layla.
She enjoys hiking, especially by the ocean,
and is an avid San Francisco Giants fan.
Bachmann has hit the ground running in
her first months on the job in Hillsborough.
“I am learning more about the community
and getting to know the residents,” she says.
“I want to hear their concerns and how
Public Works can help.”

BURGLARIES

suspects from it.
• Consider installing security film on
large windows and glass doors. Most
burglars break into residences by shattering a rear glass door. The glass is
typically broken within seconds by a
window punch, a rock, or any other
blunt force tool. Applying security film
onto the glass will significantly increase
the amount of force, and time, required
to break into your home.
• Lock gates which provide access to your
back yard. Do not provide ease of access
to the rear of your home. If you would
like HPD to access your yard in an
emergency, provide a gate code or key.
• Be aware of your surroundings. If you
see suspicious activity in your neighborhood, call HPD at 650 375-7470.
These recommendations will provide
additional protection of your home against
burglaries. It is important to remember they
are merely deterrents, not guarantees. The
more layers of security you have, the less
likely you will be the victim of a burglary.
If you have additional questions regarding
home securityor would like to schedule a free
home security review, call (650)375-7470,
and ask to speak with an HPD Officer or
Crime Prevention Specialist.
Officer Smith is currently assigned to
HPD’s Patrol Operations Division and is a
member of the San Mateo County Gang
Task Force and the North Central San Mateo
Regional SWAT Team.

continued from front page

• armed. Proper professional maintenance can prevent false alarm activations. Talk to your alarm provider about
recommended service intervals.
• Always arm your alarm. Residents
frequently tell Officers they do not
utilize their alarm due to fear of false
alarm charges.
• By order of Police Chief Doug Davis,
HPD has suspended false alarm charges
under a temporary pilot program.
• If you are leaving, make it appear you
are home. Set interior lights on timers and have exterior lights on. When
operating at night, burglars will target
dark homes to avoid detection. Consider
leaving a radio or television on a timer.
• Invest in a large, heavy safe. Bolt the
safe to the floor in an inconspicuous
location. Avoid installing the safe in
the master bedroom or closet. Lock all
valuables inside of the safe, especially
firearms. Burglars look for cash, jewelry, firearms, credit cards. Burglars
will attempt to take a discovered safe
with them.
• If you have security cameras, make sure
they are recording. Be familiar with the
system. Cameras are a great deterrent,
and they also have evidentiary value.
HPD relies on security video and has
had numerous successes identifying

Presentations
Dr. D. Scott Smith and Brian Weber presented an update on the San Mateo County Mosquito and Vector Control District (District) and Mosquito
Awareness Week, which ran from April 15 to April 21. The District not only
provides mosquito control, but also handles a variety of other vectors such as
ticks, cockroaches, yellow jackets, wasps, rodents and raccoons. Hillsborough
residents can call the District at (650) 344-8592 or visit www.smcmvcd.org
for abatement recommendations and on-site assistance.
Hillsborough Beautification Foundation (HBF) President Mary Ellen Benninger provided an update to the City Council on HBF’s projects and events
that further the organization’s vision of improving the quality of life for our
community by enhancing the beauty of our public landscape, encouraging
community engagement and promoting civic pride. To learn more about
HBF and how to get involved, please visit their official website at
www.hillsboroughbeautificationfoundation.org.
–3–
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CAPTAIN CAROLINE SERRATO
RETIRES FROM HPD
Caroline Serrato always knew she
wanted to have a career helping people. She
retired in April as a Captain for the Hillsborough Police Department after serving
the Town for 23 years.
When Serrato began her career as a Park
Ranger for the City of Escondido in 1989,
she never imagined that it would lead to a
30 year career in law enforcement. After
working for the Brisbane Police Department and the University of San Francisco
Department of Public Safety, she came to
the Hillsborough Police Department as
a Patrol Officer in 1996. Serrato was the
Town’s first School Liaison Officer where
she connected with multiple generations of
residents, from children to grandparents.
She was promoted to Inspector in 1998,
Corporal in 2001, and Sergeant in 2002. In
2007, Serrato was promoted to Lieutenant
and in 2011 to the rank of Captain. She is
honored to have been the Town’s first female
Sergeant, Lieutenant, and Captain.
When asked about the best part of her
career, Serrato stated that she really enjoyed
solving problems and providing excellent
service to the residents of Hillsborough.
Serrato felt her most important responsi-

bility was managing
the hiring process
for sworn and nonsworn staff. “Hiring
the right people is
critical to retaining
the culture of excellence and service that
makes Hillsborough
such a special place.”
I n retirement, Caroline Serrato
Serrato has gone from solving mysteries
involving crime and municipal administration to figuring out the best way to break
90 on the golf course. Her new license plate
says it all as it simply reads, MASGOLF.
Serrato and her wife of twenty-three years,
Cheryl, took up the sport seriously two
years ago and now they can always be found
on the greens. “There are so many great
things about golf: the beauty of the courses,
the camaraderie between golfers and the
excitement of hitting a great shot.” They
are looking forward to golf trips as well as
playing lots of golf locally. Post retirement
plans for Serrato also include obtaining her
real estate license and cleaning the garage
of their Burlingame home.

HILLSBOROUGH POLICE
SAFETY ALERTS

The Hillsborough Police Department
(HPD) strives to keep the public up to date
on important safety information, employing a variety of communication channels to
disseminate news to the public.
Residents who use social media can
follow HPD on Facebook (www.fb.com/
hillsboroughpd) and Twitter (www.twitter.
com/hillsboroughpd). Although registering
on Facebook and Twitter would make it
easier to be notified of updates, accounts
are not necessary to view the pages.
Additionally, HPD regularly updates its
department homepage on the Town’s
website
(www.hillsborough.net/police).
Residents are able to view HPD’s social
media posts

directly on their webpage. HPD will begin
uploading relevant crime statistics on a
monthly basis as an additional means of
communicating with and providing transparency to the public.
HPD also announces public safety
threats such as natural disasters and traffic
accidents on SMCAlert. Non-emergency
alerts such as road closures during the Memorial Day Parade also sometimes are distributed. Although registration is required,
having an account enables almost instant
notifications of any alerts. Residents
can
create
an
account
at
www.smcalert.info. Alert preferences
can be updated at any time. Sign up
today!

FIRE SPECIALIST ADONIS
TO MANAGE WUI PROGRAM
Fire Prevention Specialist Christy
Adonis joined the Central County Fire
Department (CCFD) in May 2019. She has
over 11 years of experience in fire safety and
20 years overall in public safety, having also
worked in law enforcement. Adonis previously worked for the City of Redwood City
where she managed the city’s emergency
preparedness and public outreach.
Adonis is a lifelong Bay Area resident
and currently lives in San Mateo. Besides
being out in nature, she enjoys spending time with her three children and two
grandchildren, baking, reading, watching
documentaries and listening to TEDTalks.
With her extensive public outreach experience, Adonis is preparing for implementation of the revised Wildland Urban Interface

FIRE BLOTTER
In the 2nd Quarter of 2019, the
Central County Fire Department
(which includes Hillsborough, Millbrae, and Burlingame) responded to
1,673 calls as follows:
• Fire Calls: 28
• Explosions/Ruptures: 1
• EMS/Rescue: 1,062
• Hazardous Conditions: 45
• Public Assist: 214
• Alarm Activations: 173
• Other: 150
• Total calls for 2nd Quarter of
2019: 1,673

(WUI) program. At
the June meeting, the
City Council adopted
a revised ordinance,
which followed extensive community meetings and City Council
study sessions.
The WUI program implementation
will provide an oppor- Christy Adonis
tunity for residents to learn additional fire
safety and vegetation management actions
that can be taken to reduce the risk of fire on
their property and neighboring properties.
Many property owners already have taken
steps to reduce fire risk by maintaining landscape and removing overgrown vegetation
year-round. Since each property in Town is
unique, Fire Department staff is available
to meet one on one with residents, or community groups to provide information and
answer questions.
“I look forward to meeting and engaging
with residents at future community meetings,” Adonis proclaimed. “Hillsborough
has natural beauty that should be preserved
and protected, and the WUI is a strong step
in that direction.”
Please attend the upcoming WUI public
outreach meeting at Hillsborough Town
Hall on Saturday, September 28 at 9:00
a.m. More information on the WUI can
be found on CCFD’s WUI page at www.
ccfdonline.org/wui or by calling 650
-558-7600 to schedule an appointment.
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POLICE BLOTTER
For the three month period of April, May, and June, 2019, the Hillsborough Police Department responded to 8,502 calls for service. In those three
months, HPD arrested 36 adults, responded to and investigated 14 non-injury
and 2 injury vehicle collisions, and completed 155 police reports. HPD also
conducted 551 traffic stops, issued 113 citations (moving and parking violations), checked on 5,270 watch list homes, and performed 131 security checks
at the schools and other facilities. HPD investigated 222 suspicious persons
and vehicles and responded to 574 residential burglary alarms.
A sample of some of the notable calls for service that occurred during this
period is listed below:
• At 8:50 pm officers were dispatched to Berryessa Way on the report of
a suspicious person knocking on a door and suspected to be under the
influence of alcohol. A subject was contacted standing in the middle of the
cul-de-sac matching the description. He was identified and determined to
be on active probation out of Alameda County with search and seizure
conditions. An Officer conducted a probation search of the subject and his
belongings and found two plastic baggies of methamphetamine and a used
syringe. The subject admitted to using the syringe for injecting methamphetamine and the subject was arrested for possession of a controlled
substance, possession of drug paraphernalia, and being drunk in public.
Following arrest, the subject was booked into the San Mateo County Jail.
• At 8:20 am a police officer was on “School Watch”, monitoring the intersection of El Cerrito Ave. and Stonehedge Rd. when he observed a vehicle
fail to stop at the stop sign. A traffic stop was conducted. The driver
exhibited signs of being under the influence of alcohol. The Standard Field
Sobriety Tests were conducted and the subject was subsequently arrested
for driving under the influence and failing to stop at a stop sign. The subject
was taken to a sobering facility, cited and released.
• At 8:10 pm an officer made a traffic stop on the 6500 block of Skyline
Blvd. for a broken tail light. A records check on the two occupants of the
vehicle showed that the passenger was on probation with search and seizure
conditions. When the driver was asked if there was any contraband in the
vehicle, she told the officer that there might be some drugs. When asked to
turn over the drugs, the subject turned over a small black bag from the rear
of the vehicle. Packaged methamphetamine was located inside the bag. The
subject was cited for possession of methamphetamine.
• At 9:10 pm officers were dispatched to a report of a suspicious person.
While en route, an officer noticed a vehicle with a driver apparently trying to conceal his face and driving in an unsafe position. The officer also
noticed that the vehicle’s stop lamps were not functioning properly. The
officer performed a traffic stop on the vehicle. A records check on the driver
showed his driver’s license was expired. A records check on the passenger
showed that she had a $10,000 warrant out of Napa County. Subsequent to
arrest, the subject told officers that she had methamphetamine in her bra.
The subject was arrested and booked into county jail for the warrant. Additional charges for the methamphetamine are pending analysis from the lab.
• Officers were dispatched to the area of Manor Drive on the report of a
suspicious person. A resident called to report solicitors in the area. Officers
arrived on scene and contacted two female subjects. They were identified
and record checks were conducted. One of the subjects had a no bail warrant out of Ripon, CA. Once the warrant was confirmed, she was taken
into custody and booked into the San Mateo County Jail.
• At 2:30 pm HPD officers were dispatched to Elm Avenue on the report
of a suspicious person looking into vehicles. A male subject matching the
description was contacted and detained. He was found to be on probation
with a search and seizure condition. Officers located methamphetamine
and a glass pipe used to smoke methamphetamine. He admitted to smoking methamphetamine earlier. He was placed under arrest for possession of
methamphetamine and drug paraphernalia.
• At 1:40 am an officer observed a vehicle fail to stop at the stop sign at the
intersection of Black Mountain Rd. and Golf Course Dr. A records check
on the vehicle’s license plate showed that the vehicle also had a suspended
registration. An officer conducted a traffic stop on Sandra Rd. close to the
intersection with Hayne Rd. A records check on the driver showed he had
an arrest history for drugs and weapons. The driver gave consent to search
the vehicle. The officer located methamphetamine and a methamphetamine
pipe on the driver’s person as well as $2,428 in cash, two cell phones,
homemade throwing knives, and an unregistered 9 mm Glock pistol with
loaded magazines. The driver was arrested and charged with possession of
methamphetamine, drug paraphernalia, and possessing a concealed firearm
within a vehicle. He was booked into the San Mateo County Jail.
Retirements
In March, Corporal William Downes announced his
retirement from the Hillsborough Police Department. Cpl.
Downes served the Town of Hillsborough for 28 years and
held the positions of Field Training Officer, Inspector, Evidence Technician and Watch Commander. He had a special
gift for connecting with the community through his love of
baseball and sense of humor.
In February, Officer Steve Tharp announced his
retirement from the Hillsborough Police Department.
Officer Tharp served the Town of Hillsborough for 25
years. He was a meticulous Evidence Technician and
Alarm Specialist. He has been active in the San Mateo
County First Responders Lions Club and is an avid
movie fan.
HPD and the Town wishes Captain Serrato, Corporal
Downes, and Officer Tharp all happy and healthy retirements.

