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BUILDING SOLUTIONS: ACCESSORY
DWELLING UNITS IN HILLSBOROUGH

1600 Floribunda Avenue
Hillsborough, CA 94010
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he current housing crisis is felt all
over California, but especially in
the Bay Area where job creation and
resulting population growth greatly
outpace the new development of housing units.
In 1969, the state mandated that all local
governments (cities, towns and counties) must
plan for the housing needs of our residents,
regardless of income, by adopting a Housing
Element as part of their General Plan.
This state mandate is called the Housing Element and Regional Housing Needs
Allocation (RHNA). As part of RHNA,
the California Department of Housing and
Community Development (HCD), determines
the total number of new homes the Bay Area
needs to build—and how affordable those
homes need to be. Every Bay Area jurisdiction has Regional Housing Need Allocation
(RHNA) requirements to meet, including
Hillsborough. In addition to RHNA requirements, new State regulations eliminated
discretionary review of Accessory Dwelling
Units (ADUs). In response, the Town held
community meetings with residents, contractors, and officials to establish objective design
standards that can be evaluated during the
ADU approval process.
Unlike most cities, Hillsborough is unique
for having large single family dwelling lots
with no multi-family residences. This special
situation has inspired Hillsborough to approach housing requirements differently than
most cities. As a result, the Town is on pace
to meet its RHNA requirements by working
with residents to construct ADUs.
Also known as a Second Unit, or colloquially by some as an “In Law Unit”, an ADU
is a completely independent living facility
that is located on the same lot as the primary
dwelling unit. To be considered completely

RECOLOGY (650) 595-3900
Hazardous Material: (650) 372-6200

e-ANNOUNCEMENT

TOWN INFORMATION
HILLSBOROUGH CITY COUNCIL
(650) 375-7400
council@hillsborough.net
Mayor – Shawn Christianson
Vice Mayor – Alvin Royse
Jess “Jay” Benton,
Marie Chuang,
Laurence M. May
CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS
2nd Mondays
6 p.m. at Town Hall, 1600 Floribunda Avenue
TOWN HALL
Ann Ritzma, City Manager
aritzma@hillsborough.net
Administration: (650) 375-7400
Town Hall & Water Department Hours:
Monday – Thursday: 7:30 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.
Friday: 7:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Building and Planning: (650) 375-7411
Finance Department: (650) 375-7400
Public Works and City Engineer: (650) 375-7444
Water (service and billing): (650) 375-7402
After-hours, Urgent Service (650) 375-7470
POLICE DEPARTMENT
Doug Davis, Chief
Non-emergency/24 hours (650) 375-7470
Code Enforcement Hotline: (650) 375-7572

CENTRAL COUNTY FIRE DEPARTMENT
John Kammeyer, Fire Chief (650) 558-7600
CENTRAL COUNTY FIRE BOARD
Marie Chuang, Director
Jess “Jay” Benton, Chair
ARCHITECTURE & DESIGN REVIEW BOARD (ADRB)
Board Meeting 1st and/or 3rd Mondays
4 p.m. – Town Hall
Marie Chuang, Council Liaison
Lionel Foster, Chair, Patrick Donnelly,
Kathleen Egan, Leonard Mezhvinsky, Jerry Winges
CODE ENFORCEMENT HEARING PANEL
Laurence M. May, Council Liaison
Police Chief Doug Davis, Catherine Lee, Chair
Robert Berger, Kitty Mullooly,
David Weinberg
FINANCIAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Alvin Royse, Council Liaison,
David Brooks, Chair
Jeffrey Baxter, Rod Ferguson, Joel Friedman
Michelle Gutierrez, Richard Kuersteiner, Tom Maloney
Paul Regan, Emeritus Advisor
CITIZENS COMMUNICATION
ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Shawn Christianson, Council Liaison
Julie Borden, Chair, Anne Baxter, Vice Chair
Mary Ellen Benninger, Ann Malouf
Leslie Ragsdale, Diana Witzel, Advisor

HILLSBOROUGH
NEIGHBORHOOD NETWORK (HNN)
EMERGENCY PREP
hnn@hillsborough.net
HILLSBOROUGH
CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT
(650) 342-5193
Louann Carlomagno, Superintendent
Don Geddis, School Board President
HILLSBOROUGH RECREATION
(650) 342-5439
Tony Giacomazzi, Director
tgiacomazzi@hcsd.k12.ca.us
Jess “Jay” Benton, Town Commissioner
Laurence M. May, Town Commissioner
Margi Power, HCSD Commissioner
Don Geddis, HCSD Commissioner
Michele Bosschart, Member at Large
UTILITIES
COMCAST (800) 945-2288

The Hillsborough Newsletter is published on a regular basis by the Town of Hillsborough to keep residents informed of local and Town news.
Editor: William Li and the CCAC • Design: Larry Zientarski
Printed on recycled paper

www.hillsborough.net

Stay up to date on important Town
news, events, and City Council
meetings by signing up for the
e-Announcement mailing list. It
takes less than a minute!
www.hillsborough.net/subscribe

Home-sharing information sessions
are one of many
resources that the
Town provides.
There are currently
over 270 ADUs in
Hillsborough.

independent, the ADU must include a fully
functioning kitchen, bathroom, and sleeping
area. ADU layouts vary and may be studio or
bedroom configuration.
Since 2003, 270 ADUs have been approved for construction in Hillsborough
(see chart for details). Associate Planner Liz
Ruess explains that ADUs in Town can be
up to 1,400 square feet. To encourage their
construction, planning fees are waived and
building fees are reduced. Brand new ADU
units typically take two weeks to a month for
approval in the planning process and two to
four weeks for building approval. Existing
structures being converted to ADUs can go
straight to the building review process.
The Town partners with HIP Hous-

ing (Human Investment Potential) to help
match ADU owners with potential tenants.
HIP Housing works with both owners and
prospective tenants to conduct screenings and
find the best match. Recently, the Town and
HIP Housing held two informational sessions
at Town Hall for ADU owners who may be
interested in seeking help to find a match.
“An ADU is a great option for residents to
participate in home sharing and to age in
place,” Ruess states. “Residents can provide
a living space for a family member, caregiver,
or other member of our community.”
Through the construction of ADUs,
Hillsborough is one of only a handful of
jurisdictions on track to meet current RHNA
continued on page 2
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FIRE SAFETY BENEFITS OF A
BEAUTIFUL LANDSCAPE—
DESIGN AND MAINTENANCE

By Christy Adonis,
Fire Prevention Specialist
For many years, we have been protecting
ourselves and family from fire risks inside
our homes with smoke alarms, auto shut
off coffee makers and heaters, oven timers,
fire extinguishers and more. However, now
is the time to recognize how to protect our
homes from the outside.
Property owners can take several actions that may decrease the potential destructive effects an outdoor fire or wildfire
may have on their property. Some measures
are designed to modify plants, trees and
shrubs near our home or accessory buildings as well as throughout the property
by trimming and clearing away potential
ignition sources. Other measures focus
on the buildings themselves, with simple
modifications that can make them more
resistant to ignition. To reduce the fire risk
for the long term, these measures need to
be maintained over time.
A well-maintained landscape will help
protect your home by reducing a fire’s ability
to spread. Evaluate your property by using
the best practices checklist below:
• REMOVE ALL DEAD, DYING or
DISEASED TREES AND SHRUBS.
Dead vegetation does not hold moisture
and becomes extremely flammable after
a few days of dry weather.
• CLEAN ALL COMBUSTIBLE DEBRIS such as leaves and pine needles
from your RAIN GUTTER and ROOF.
Also remove combustible debris from
DECKS and near the BASE OF EXTERIOR WALLS.
• TRIM/LIMB TREE BRANCHES up 6
feet from the ground, or 1/3 of the tree
height for trees under 18 feet.
• TRIM TREE BRANCHES back 10
feet horizontal from rooftops and

LIGHT UP THE TOWN

fireplace chimneys.
• DISPOSE OF YARD CLIPPINGS,
plant waste, trash, debris and other
combustible materials in an appropriate
manner. Do not dispose of vegetative
waste in canyons or open space.
• Ensure that COMBUSTIBLE MATERIALS (firewood, paper products,
building materials etc.) are 20 feet from
any structure and that there is 40 feet
between piles.
• Refrain from storing combustible materials ON OR UNDER DECKS.
• Place PROPANE TANKS with 10 feet
of clearance from combustible materials
and vegetation.
• Ensure that CHIMNEYS serving fireplaces, barbecues or decorative heating
appliances have spark arresters with
openings no larger than one half inch.
• MAINTAIN 30 FEET BETWEEN
IGNITION SOURCES such as permanent or portable barbecues, outdoor
fireplaces or grills. Keep them in good
repair and safe condition with an approved spark arrestor, screen or door.
• ENCLOSE GAPS BETWEEN GUTTERS AND ROOFING to increase
the ignition resistance of buildings.
Also cover exterior openings (like attic
vents, eaves/soffits, crawl spaces) with
noncombustible wire mesh screening to prevent embers from entering
buildings.
• MANAGE VEGETATION by trimming, spacing, maintaining, and
replacing with fire resistant plants. Incorporate ignition resistant components
such as decorative stone at the base of
a structure.
• DISPLAY YOUR ADDRESS so it is
visible from the street with lettering
size height of 4 inches minimum.

HNN’s mission is to assist Hillsborough residents with emergency preparedness and connect neighbors to enhance
resiliency efforts. Get involved! Send an
email to hnn@hillsborough.net. Learn a
little, share a little, all for a safer community.

2019 NEIGHBORFEST IS A WRAP!
Almost 200 Hillsborough residents
packed West School to enjoy games and
treats while also participating in some
emergency preparedness exercises. Handson CPR training, the new earthquake
simulator, and meet and greets with the
Central County Fire Department (CCFD)
and Hillsborough Police Department were
big hits!

Neighborfest is an annual block party
style emergency preparedness event open
to all Hillsborough residents. Neighborfest promotes the practices of “Neighbors
Helping Neighbors” and “Neighborhood
Resilience” to help residents better prepare
for a major disaster.

2019 TOWN-WIDE DRILL RESULTS
On October 20th, Hillsborough conducted a Town-wide drill to review how
the community could react in case of an
emergency. Teams responded to mocked-up
emergencies and “phoned in” over walkie
talkies to the emergency operations center.
Neighbors grouped together to practice addressing emergency situations like downed
power lines, life threatening bleeding, and
more. After the drill, the participants gathered at Town Hall for an end of the year
celebration BBQ lunch.
Residents saw the value in learning
how to respond to emergencies. For more
preparation, all residents are encouraged to
attend the next CPR and emergency prep
(CERT) classes hosted by CCFD. Find out
more at ccfdonline.org/coming-events
QUARTERLY PREPAREDNESS TIP
Got kids, Got pets? Visit www.ready.
gov to learn how to be prepared for
evacu-ations or long power outages
with kids and pets.

H i l lsboroug h B eaut i f ic at ion
Foundation (HBF) invites all residents
to the annual Light Up the Town
celebration. Decorative lights illuminating Hillsborough Town Hall will
be lit on Thursday, December 5th at
5:00 p.m. to announce the beginning
of the holiday season. The celebration is from 5:00 p.m. to 6:15 p.m.
at Hillsborough Town Hall (1600
Floribunda Avenue).
For 20 years Hillsborough Beautification Foundation has planned
and coordinated with the Town staff,

police, firefighters and local volunteer
organizations to create this fun-filled
celebration. There will be arts and
crafts, refreshments, live music and
a visit from Santa.
“Light Up the Town is a ‘thank
you’ to all residents of Hillsborough
for their support of Hillsborough
Beautification Foundation. It is an
evening to bring all ages together in a
festive community gathering,” states
Mary Ellen Benninger, President of
HBF. “We hope all Hillsborough
families will be able to attend.”

CCFD FIRE CHIEF
KAMMEYER TO RETIRE
Central County Fire Department
(CCFD) Chief John
Kammeyer recently
announced his retirement, effective
at the end of 2019.
Kammeyer has been
working for the
Bu rli nga me Fi re
Department/CCFD
John Kammeyer
for over 20 years
and has served as CCFD Fire Chief since
2015.
Kammeyer began his emergency services career right out of high school, working
in an ambulance and going to EMT school at
18 years old. Citing his desire to gain more
experience before becoming a firefighter,
Kammeyer enlisted in the Coast Guard
where he served as an Aviation Survivalman Rescue Swimmer for over four years.
After finishing his military service,
Kammeyer enrolled in the Fire Academy
and began working at the Daly City Fire Department. He was hired by the Burlingame
Fire Department in 1999, which became
CCFD in 2004. Kammeyer was promoted
to Division Chief in 2008 and Deputy Fire
Chief in 2014.
Kammeyer lists establishing a succession plan as one of his proudest accomplishments. “We have a tremendous group here
at CCFD, but there are some retirements
coming up,” he said. “Succession planning
will play a critical role in ensuring that
CCFD can continue to provide the best ser-

vice possible to Hillsborough, Burlingame,
and Millbrae.”
Part of the succession planning for
CCFD involves rigorous training programs.
Kammeyer helped establish the joint training program in San Mateo County where
CCFD serves as the regional training center
for cities from San Bruno to Belmont. Kammeyer was also instrumental in developing
the Tactical Paramedics Program from three
Burlingame firefighters to a county-wide
Emergency Medical Services team.
For Hillsborough, Kammeyer is excited
to see the implementation of the Wildland
Urban Interface (WUI) Program in 2020,
following the City Council’s adoption of a
revised ordinance earlier this year. “There
is a greater fire risk now than 50 years ago
due to climate change,” he explained. “The
program will require a lot of cooperation and
coordination between the Town, CCFD, and
Hillsborough residents, but it is worth it to
make Hillsborough homes and the overall
community safer.”
Kammeyer is unsure of what exactly he
will do post-retirement, but he plans to look
for things that are “fun and challenging,
both mentally and physically.”
In reflection, Kammeyer notes “I’ve
focused on two main things in my career:
service to the community and building
relationships. I’m thankful for all the relationships I’ve developed with CCFD, Town
staff and City Council, and the wonderful
Hillsborough residents I’ve met throughout
the years. It’s been a pleasure and an honor
to serve the community.”

ADU

the Housing Element and update zoning
ordinances to accommodate its portion of
the region’s housing need.
“The Town is keeping pace, but no
one knows what the future requirements
will look like. Every city’s requirement will
likely increase to some capacity. We have
seen initial numbers coming in anywhere
from 50% to 300% higher than the previous cycle,” Ruess explains.
Please visit the Town’s ADU website
at Hillsborough.net/ADU to learn more.

continued from front page
requirements. It was reported in February
2018 that almost 98% of jurisdictions were
falling short of requirements. Although on
track now, Ruess says that the Town is closely
monitoringthenextroundofRHNAupdates,
slated to be adopted by the end of 2022.
Once a local government has received
its final RHNA from the Association of Bay
Area Governments (ABAG), it must revise
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BUILDING AND PLANNING
DIRECTOR CULLINAN TO RETIRE

Building and Planning Director Elizabeth “Liz” Cullinan recently announced
her retirement, to be effective at the end
of December. Cullinan was originally appointed as Director in December 2007. She
has overseen the Building and Planning
Department for the past 12 years, utilizing her extensive experience to guide the
Town through housing booms and recessions alike.
For Cullinan, accepting the position at
Hillsborough in 2007 was an easy decision.
Before coming to the Town, she had worked
as a private consultant for 18 years in a
small firm, where she eventually became
President. After consulting with over half
of the jurisdictions in San Mateo County,
she was inspired by the opportunity to
dedicate her time to one client.
“The depth of the opportunity and the
excellence with which the Town operates
was what convinced me that working for the
Town of Hillsborough was the right thing
to do,” Cullinan said. “The small town
feel, sense of community, and team spirit
of the staff also struck me as remarkable.”

TOWN HOSTS FOURTH ANNUAL
DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION FORUM

Conversely, deciding to retire was a
very difficult decision for Cullinan, but it
seemed like the right time for her as “all
the stars perfectly aligned” for her and her
family. Cullinan expressed her gratitude
to the City Council, staff, and residents
for a memorable 12 years.
“It has been a true honor and pleasure
to serve the Town of Hillsborough,” she
proclaims. “My gratitude includes the opportunity to serve the finest City Council
in San Mateo County and beyond, to
serve with outstanding colleagues, and
to serve a gracious community of people.
I see a very bright future for the Town of
Hillsborough and will always value the
enriching experiences and relationships
developed here.”
As for her post-retirement plans, Cullinan is looking forward to reconnecting
with friends and relatives and travelling.
First up will be a boat ride from the
Northeastern coast of the United States
to Nova Scotia, Canada, to enjoy the
rugged beauty of the area with friends
and family.

Residents, designers, and contractors
packed the Town Hall Council Chambers on Tuesday, October 29th for the
Fourth Annual Residential Design,
Permitting, and Construction Forum.
The event provided an opportunity for
engaged dialogue between a panel of

FROM THE PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

WINTER PROPERTY
PREPARATION CHECKLIST

TOWN BRIEFS
During the past quarter, the City Council:
• Adopted the 2019 Burlingame and Hillsborough Emergency Operations
Plan (EOP). The San Mateo County Sheriff’s Department Office of Emergency Services (OES) originally released an EOP Basic Plan in 2007 to be
used as a baseline document by San Mateo County municipalities. The
Town and the City of Burlingame met and revised the Basic Plan to meet the
needs of the two agencies and formally adopted the revised plan in
September, 2007. The Central County Fire Department (CCFD) began a
review and revision of the 2007 plan with key personnel from both agencies
in early 2019. The EOP was updated to reflect the changing environment
and to bring it up-to-date with new State and Federal regulations. A copy of
the EOP can be viewed at hillsborough.net/EOP.
• Authorized the replacement of two Police Department patrol vehicles, a
marked and unmarked unit. The Town maintains a Vehicle Replacement
Schedule as part of the Capital Improvement Plan (CIP). Vehicles are typically purchased and maintained until they are inoperable or if maintenance
costs would outweigh the cost of a new purchase.
• Awarded a contract to R&A Janitorial Services as the Town’s main janitorial services provider, following the retirement of the Town’s previous service
provider. The approved contract is for two years and covers Town-owned
facilities including Town Hall, the Annex Building, Finance Department
Building, Police Department, Public Works Corporation Yard, and Police
Substation.
• Accepted as complete the reconstruction of the Fire Station 33 tower. The
station’s tower serves as the location for the Police Department’s radio
antenna and is also used by the Central County Fire Department for training purposes. The antenna provides the majority of radio coverage over the
northwestern portion of Town. The project was originally awarded to
Hauser Construction in March 2019 for an amount not to exceed $64,468
with a 15% contingency for a total project budget of $74,138. The project
was completed with a final cost of $73,471 with two authorized change
orders.
• Accepted as complete the Skyfarm One Access Improvements project. The
project installed a new underground passageway at the Skyfarm One Water
Pump Station that allows Town staff quicker access when required for
maintenance and eliminates the need to use specialized tools or equipment.
The project was originally awarded in August, 2018 for $199,983 with a
10% contingency. A contract amendment was approved in March, 2019 for
$80,200 with a 10% contingency due to unanticipated soil conditions. The
project was completed in June 2019 with a final cost of $289,728, which
was below the total budgeted amount of $308,201.
• Approved a flat fee of $250 for the recording of a new Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU). The Town’s Municipal Code requires that a statement
is recorded to inform subsequent property owners of ADU regulations.
Previously, the property owner would submit a $350 deposit and the final
amount would be calculated after the recording is completed. Switching to
a flat fee will speed up the ADU approval process for residents and make
the process more streamlined.

experts and attendees who were interested to learn more about the design
review process. For more information
about design reviews, please visit the
Building and Planning webpages at
hillsborough.net/building and hillsborough.net/planning.

Winter is coming, and there are a few
simple things Hillsborough residents can do
to prepare their properties for wet winter
storms:
• Change your irrigation controller settings to reflect the shorter, cooler days
and increasing precipitation. Many
residential properties can stop irrigating
during the wet winter months.
• Prevent wet weather sewer overflows.
Never connect gutter, pool or sump
pump drains to the Town’s sewer
system. These illegal connections can
overwhelm the sewer system and cause
sewage overflows.
• Help keep the Town’s sewer system clear.
Never pour grease, fats or oil down
your drain or flush baby-wipes, swiffers

or other cloth items down the toilet.
These can clog the Town’s sewer lines
and cause sewer overflows, especially
during wet weather.
• Direct landscapers NOT to blow leaves
into Town streets or gutters. During
wet winter storms, leaves blown into
the street clog Town storm drains,
which can cause flooding. Please direct
landscapers to bag and off-haul leaves
and other dead vegetation or place it in
your green compost bin.
• Clear patios, pool decks and french
drains. Leaves and other dead vegetation
can clog wet weather drains, particularly after heavy storms. Periodically
check and clear them to prevent flooding
on properties.

Public Works
crews clear storm
drain blockages with a Vactor
truck. Advance
preparation for
winter storms
helps to alleviate
storm-water system impacts which
could require
significant Town
resources to fix.

WEBSITE TIP!
The Town invites all residents to view
its website at www.hillsborough.net.
Be notified of important events and
updates with Notify Me.
The Town’s website has a built-in notification tool that can alert subscribers
to a variety of updates. Selected alerts
can be sent via email or text message.

Presentations
The City Council presented Antonio and Guadalupe Monzon of Absolute
Janitorial with a Certificate of Recognition for providing over 25 years of janitorial services for the Town. The
Monzons retired in July. The
Town also presented the Monzons with a framed Certificate
of Appreciation signed by many
Town employees who expressed
their gratitude and well wishes.

Examples of updates include:
• Website “front page news” updates
• Town events newly added to various
calendars
• Agendas for City Council and
Architecture Design and Review
Board meetings
• Project updates
–3–

To sign up:
• Visit www.hillsborough.net/notify.
• Enter email address and click ‘Sign
in’.
• To receive alerts on your phone,
click the checkbox for ‘I would
like to receive text messages on
my mobile phone’ and enter your
number.
• Click on the email or phone icons
for the desired alerts.
The Town uses personal information
you enter for notification purposes only.
Your personal information will not be
shared with any third party.
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HISTORICAL MARKER DEDICATION

VETERAN’S DAY SPOTLIGHT:
JOSEPHINE JEWETT DIGIORGIO
Josephine Jewett DiGiorgio was
raised in the Bay Area in an agricultural family. After graduating from
UC Berkeley, she joined the American
Red Cross and became a famed “Gray
Lady” volunteer attached to a US Army
field hospital. She sailed to France as a
Staff Aide with the #228 Unit of the US
Army Hospital.
In June 1944, two weeks after DDay, DiGiorgio arrived in Normandy on
a landing craft. She and her team touched
down at Omaha Beach, the codename
for a section of the Normandy coast.
DiGiorgio’s truck was loaded with Army
doctors, nurses, and hospital supplies.
Together with the other aide trucks, she
helped to establish their first field hospital in France. The field hospital moved
along with the front line units, providing critical medical care along the way.
DiGiorgio is recognized at the Hemicycle
of the Arlington National Cemetery with
her photograph and a description of her
wartime service.
After the war, DiGiorgio moved to
Hillsborough from San Francisco with
her husband Joseph and two daughters.
She will be remembered as an active
volunteer in the Red Cross.

A ceremony was held on May 13th at Sawyer Camp Trail in San Mateo County to unveil
and dedicate the Eugene A. Doran historical
marker. Officer Doran was killed in the line
of duty on August 5, 1959. For Peace Officers
Memorial Day and National Police Week earlier
this year, the Hillsborough Police Department
(HPD), along with other police departments in
San Mateo County and various county elected
officials, gathered in remembrance of the 28
officers who have fallen in the line of duty in
the county. HPD Officer Daryl Arceo honored
Hillsborough Police Officer Eugene A. Doran
with a rose at the ceremony.

POLICE BLOTTER

This newspaper clipping from 1944
announces the arrival of Josephine
Jewett DiGiorgio in France.

MANAGEMENT ANALYST
ASHLEY PEREZ JOINS
POLICE DEPARTMENT
Ashley Perez loves walking down the
coastline in her hometown of Pacifica, but
rarely will anyone see her there without
a trash bag in hand, picking up litter

FIRE BLOTTER
In the 3rd Quarter of 2019, the
Central County Fire Department
(which includes Hillsborough, Millbrae, and Burlingame) responded to
1,673 calls as follows:
• Fire Calls: 15
• Explosions/Ruptures: 3
• EMS/Rescue: 1,184
• Hazardous Conditions: 51
• Public Assist: 200
• Alarm Activations: 181
• Other: 161 (These are primarily
calls canceled where no incident
is found once at the scene or en
route, or weather-related calls.)

•
•

•

•
•

•
•
•

Fire Safety Reminders
for the Holidays
Don’t leave the kitchen when
cooking on the stove.
Keep an all-purpose fire extinguisher in the kitchen. Read the
instructions on the side of the
extinguisher and learn how to
use it.
Place lit candles away from
holiday decorations and other
combustible items.
Keep a 3 foot clearance around
space heaters.
Use clips to hang holiday lights;
don’t use nails which could damage the electric cords.
Test your smoke alarms to make
sure they’re working properly.
Store matches and lighters where
children can’t reach.
Don’t become a statistic. According to the National Fire Protection Association, 40% of holiday
decoration fires are caused by
decorations placed too close to a
heat source, and 33% are started
by candles. Enjoy the holidays!

along the way.
“I always want
to leave a place better
than I found it,” says
Perez. “It’s guided
me in my life and
career.” Perez chose a
career in law enforcement because of this
passion, starting out
Ashley Perez
as a Police Cadet in
Redwood City at 16 years old. She switched
over to an administrative career after a stint
as a Forensic Laboratory Intern at the San
Mateo County Sheriff’s Office sparked her
interest in what goes on behind the scenes.
Perez spent over six years at San Mateo
County Sheriff’s Office where she was most
recently a Property Officer. Perez estimates
that she handled 200,000 transactions annually for 11,000 pieces of evidence.
Her latest career development brought
Perez to Hillsborough, were she was recently
hired as a Management Analyst for Hillsborough’s Police Department.
Perez’s main duties in Town will include
performing complex, technical, analytical,
and administrative duties in support of
the Police Administration. She also will
represent the Department at events hosted
by the Town, Hillsborough Beautification
Foundation, and Hillsborough Neighborhood Network.
“I am excited to have this opportunity to work for the Hillsborough Police
Department and I’m eager to meet the
wonderful residents of Hillsborough!”

For the three-month period of July, August and September 2019 the Hillsborough Police Department responded to 8,515 incidents. In those three
months, HPD had 20 misdemeanor and 3 felony arrests. Eight of the arrests
were for DUI offenses. HPD responded to and investigated 10 non-injury and
8 injury vehicle collisions, and completed 139 police reports. HPD also conducted 621 traffic stops, issued 417 citations (moving and parking violations),
checked on 1,619 watch list homes, and performed 2,518 security checks at
the schools and other facilities. HPD investigated 206 suspicious persons and
vehicles and responded to 668 residential (burglary, fire and medical) alarms.
A sample of some of the notable calls for service that occurred during this
period is listed below:
• At 2:10 am an officer stopped a vehicle for a lighting violation on Crystal
Springs Road at the intersection with El Cerrito Avenue. The driver was
contacted and a records check returned with an extensive drug history. The
passenger of the vehicle advised the officer that there were illegal drugs in
the vehicle. She handed the officer a bag containing suspected methamphetamine and a glass pipe. The driver admitted that the drugs and pipe
belonged to him. The driver was issued a citation for possession of methamphetamine and possession of drug paraphernalia. He was released from
the scene.
• At 1:30 am an officer observed a vehicle in the area of Floribunda Avenue
and El Camino Real, that was unable to maintain its lane of traffic. The
vehicle crossed over into oncoming traffic. The officer stopped the vehicle
and contacted the driver, who displayed the symptoms of being under the
influence of alcohol. There were also open containers of alcohol in her vehicle. A search of her vehicle was conducted and officers located medication
(Xanax) in her possession for which she did not have a prescription. The
driver was directed to perform a series of field sobriety tests. Based on her
performance she was placed under arrest for driving under the influence of
alcohol and/or drugs with an additional charge of possession of a narcotic
without a prescription.
• At 11:00 pm an officer stopped a bicyclist for a lighting infraction
[21201(d) CVC - At night a white headlight visible from the front must be
attached to the bicycle]. A records check of the man revealed he had an
outstanding warrant out of the San Mateo County Sheriff’s Office. Officers
arrested the man on the warrant. During the search, drug paraphernalia
consisting of syringes, metal caps and cotton balls were located (items used
to process and inject heroin). The man was also in possession of a duffle
bag he claimed did not belong to him. The bag contained numerous over
the counter medications. He claimed he found the bag in a CVS parking
lot. Officers called a local CVS (San Mateo) and learned a man had committed a theft from the store 30 minutes prior. The bicyclist matched the
suspect description. Officers interviewed the man further and he eventually
confessed to the theft. HPD cited the man for the warrant and possession
for drug paraphernalia. SMPD officers responded and took custody of the
man for the theft. He was transported and booked into the San Mateo
County Jail.
Scam Alert
We have seen an increase of attempted scams by telephone calls reported to
HPD. The types of attempted scam calls have consisted of the following:
• Kidnapping Scam – The caller identifies himself as someone who has kidnapped a loved one and demands money.
• Utility Scam – The caller identifies himself as a representative from a utility
(PG&E for example) and requests credit card information for payment. The
caller may also request payment in cryptocurrency.
• Tax Scam – Property and income tax season is upon us; we expect these
scam calls again this year.
Retirement
During this quarter of 2019, HPD Sergeant Patrick “Pat” Barrett announced his retirement. Sgt. Barrett worked for the Town of Hillsborough
for 21 years and prior to that, he served for six years with the San Francisco
Police Department. Sgt. Barrett held many responsibilities for the Town of
Hillsborough including Patrol Sergeant,
SWAT Team member, Motor Officer and
Field Training Officer. Sgt. Barrett will
be missed by all who had the privilege to
work with him. The HPD family and the
Town thank Sgt. Barrett for his dedication and service to the community during
his career and wish him a long and
healthy retirement.

FOR DETAILS ON CLASSES OFFERED, CHECK
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OR CALL 650-342-5439.
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