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JOIN THE WEST NILE STING OPERATION
Crews from the San Mateo County
mosquito abatement program cut
back some brush at Spencer Lake
in Hillsborough in preparation for
mosquito spraying on Tuesday
April 19, 2005.
Richard Chow,
foreman of the
San Mateo County
mosquito
abatement crew,
hoists a machine
used to spray for
mosquitos at
Spencer Lake
in Hillsborough
on Tuesday
April 19, 2005.

West Nile Virus (WNV) has hit San Mateo County early this
year. The ﬁrst bird to test positive for the virus was discovered on
March 24 in Hillsborough. It was a Pine Siskin, a small songbird.
The San Mateo County Health Department urges residents
to take steps now to protect themselves from mosquitoes. “There
is a well-established pattern in which dead birds and mosquitoes
infected with the virus precede reports of human illness,” said Dr.
Scott Morrow, San Mateo County Health Ofﬁcer, in an April press
release. “There are likely to be many human cases in San Mateo
County this year based on other region’s experiences.”
Hillsborough’s large backyards and gardens, creeks and lakes
provide a strong breeding ground for mosquitoes, according to
Angela Rory, assistant vector ecologist with the San Mateo County
Mosquito Abatement District (SMCMAD). The Town’s creeks and
lakes are continually treated by the SMCMAD which came into
existence 100 years ago to ﬁght the swarms of mosquitoes that
used to plague the bay marshland areas. The District has kept the
mosquito population under control since then. Now, with the arrival of WNV, the District is asking residents to help in vigorously
ﬁghting the potentially dangerous bug by vigilantly tending their
backyards and gardens.
Remember, mosquitoes love water. Residents should:
• Allow no water to stand more than ﬁve to seven days. Empty
standing water in ﬂowerpots. Clean and change the water in birdbaths once a week. Change pet dish water. Eliminate containers that
can collect water, such as tarps, toys, trash hidden under bushes,
cans or buckets and tires. Clean rain gutters.
• Don’t over-water a lawn. This leads to standing water.
• If you have a pool, make sure it is treated with chlorine.
• If you have an ornamental pond or a pool that is not used,
stock it with mosquitoﬁsh. The SMCMAD will deliver ﬁsh free
for ponds and pools. Call 650-344-8592.

CALENDAR
CITY COUNCIL MEETING
2nd Monday
6 p.m. - Town Hall

♦
CITY COUNCIL STUDY SESSION
Study Sessions are held as needed at Town Hall.

♦
ARCHITECTURE & DESIGN REVIEW
BOARD MEETING
1st and 3rd Monday
4 p.m. - Town Hall

♦
DEPARTMENT COMMISSIONERS
Mayor Tom Kasten, Ex ofﬁcio Commissioner
John Fannon, Community Services
D. Paul Regan, Administration
Vice Mayor Catherine U. Mullooly, Fire Department
Mayor Thomas M. Kasten, Police Department
ARCHITECTURE & DESIGN REVIEW BOARD
John Fannon, Commissioner
Richard C. Reisman, Chairman
Walter Heyman, Jennifer Werbe,
George Jewett, Kathleen Benoit
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• If you have mosquitoes and can’t detect the source, call the
SMCMAD at 650-344-8592.
• If you are aware of an abandoned or vacant home with an
unattended pool or pond, report it to the SMCMAD.
• On a personal level, try to wear long sleeves and pants at dusk
and dawn when mosquitoes are most active.
• Use insect repellant with DEET. Follow the directions on the
package. The higher the percentage of DEET, the longer the repellant will last.
• Make sure your doors and windows have screens in good
condition.
Residents can also help with surveillance. If you ﬁnd a bird
that is freshly (less than 24 hours) dead for no apparent reason
(no injury), do not handle the bird and call the Dead Bird Hotline
at 1-877-WNV-BIRD or 650-344-8592. Birds most susceptible to
WNV are crows, ravens, magpies, jays and hawks. Do not call if
you ﬁnd a dead sparrow or ﬁnch.
In addition to the work done by the SMCMAD, Hillsborough’s
Public Works Department will be especially vigilant about abating
standing water sources in catch basins and gutters. Residents who
have sump pumps running regularly should ensure that they are
draining into natural swales that quickly percolate or evaporate
the water or unblocked drainage facilities. Sometimes residents let
water run on their frontage and create little mud ponds and shady
unimproved swales. To the extent that Public Works can ﬁnd them,
they will contact residents and request a nuisance abatement.
The WNV travels in a cycle from mosquito to bird, from infected
bird to mosquito. Horses and humans, plus some small animals on
rare occasions, can catch WNV from a mosquito. The virus is not
contagious between humans nor can you catch it from a bird or
other animal.
Don’t panic. WNV is relatively rare. In areas where the virus
is circulating, very few mosquitoes are infected. Less than 1 percent of people who get bitten and get infected will get severely ill.
The chances of getting severely ill from any one bite are extremely
small.
Incubation in humans is two to ﬁve days. Four out of ﬁve people
infected will develop no type of illness. About 20 percent of people
infected with WNV will develop a fever, headache, tiredness, body
aches, swollen lymph glands and possibly a rash. About one in 150
infected will develop a neuroinvasive or polio-like disease with severe symptoms ranging from headache and high fever to paralysis
and coma. Symptoms can last from a few days to several weeks.
Approximately 10 percent of the symptomatic cases result in death
and are more likely in people over age 50 or immunocompromised
individuals. Scientists are working on a vaccine.
To learn more about WNV, check the following Web sites:
• San Mateo County Mosquito Abatement District – www.
smcmad.org
• San Mateo County Health Department – www.smhealth.
org/ﬁghtthebite
• State of California – www.westnile.ca.gov
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FINANCIAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE
D. Paul Regan, Commissioner
Jess "Jay" Benton, Chairman
J. Lawrence Onderdonk, John Lockton, Al Clark,
Al Royse, Josh Cooperman, Larree Renda

TOWN HALL
Administration: (650) 375-7400
Website: www.hillsborough.net

FIRE DEPARTMENT
Business: 375-7422
Emergency: 911

BFI
Main Number: (650) 592-2411
Hazardous Material: (650) 363-4718

Town Hall Hours:
Mon. – Thurs. 7:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
CITIZENS COMMUNICATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE Fri. 7:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Catherine U. Mullooly, Commissioner
Emergency after hours and weekends: 375-7470
Diana Witzel, Chairwoman
Candace Lyche,
City Council: 375-7400
Janet MacGregor, BeBe Trinkner
Main and Finance Department: 375-7400
Water (service and billing):
♦
Mon. – Thurs. 7:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
HILLSBOROUGH RECREATION
Fri. 7:30 - 12:30 p.m. 375-7402
342-5439
Building and Planning: 375-7411
D. Paul Regan, Commissioner
Public Works and City Engineer: 375-7444
Christine Krolik, Commissioner
CITY MANAGER
HILLSBOROUGH CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT
Anthony Constantouros: 375-7400
Marilyn Loushin Miller, Superintendent: 342-5193
Comcast
Customer Service: 1-800-945-2288
POLICE DEPARTMENT
Business: 375-7470
PG&E (24 hrs.)
Emergency: 911
Outage Information: 1-800-743-5002
Alarm Specialists: 375-7472
Customer Service: 1-800-743-5000
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Division Chief Mark Ladas

Central County Fire’s new Division
Chief Mark Ladas was raised in
Hillsborough and his parents still live
on Black Mountain Road. As soon as
the Crocker Middle School grad was
able to be of service to his community,
he immersed himself in public service
education and programs. While attending
Burlingame High School, he enrolled
in ﬁre service and emergency medical
technician classes at the College of San
Mateo and Skyline and became involved
in the County Sheriff’s Search and Rescue
team and the Medivac Explorer Program.
Public service has remained his career.
In 1983, when he was enrolled in paramedic school, Ladas said he realized how
fortunate he was in life and health, “so
there is an overall fulﬁllment for me in being
able to help,” he said. Ladas moved from
paramedic school to the Hillsborough Fire
Department, to the Millbrae Fire Department in 1986, progressing from Captain
to Division Chief in 1999. As Millbrae’s
Division Chief, he was very involved in

the county program that put paramedics on each ﬁre engine, a program that
has won nationwide recognition. While
in Millbrae, he also earned a bachelor’s
degree in health services management and
a master’s degree in ﬁre safety technology
(ﬁre prevention).
Ladas’ new position as Division Chief
has brought together all of Mark’s
background – his schooling, training,
interests and even hometown – and he is
excited. As Division Chief, he is in charge
of emergency medical services in central
San Mateo County – the paramedic/
engine companies on the street, medical
equipment and parts, investigation and
paramedic training. He is the liaison
to American Medical Response (the
ambulance company), local hospitals,
and San Mateo County’s Emergency
Medical Services department. His 10hour days are packed with operations,
training and logistics.
“I’ve always enjoyed dealing with a lot
of problems at one time,” Ladas said, “and
that’s what this job is all about – the calls,
dealing with patients and family members,
having to come up with effective and
creative plans to make good decisions. I
genuinely enjoy people and being out in
the community.
“I’ve always enjoyed team sports and this
is one giant team for me,” Ladas continued.
“When Dornell and Reilly (Central County
Fire Deputy Chief Don Dornell and Chief
Bill Reilly) asked me to come aboard, I
felt like I was joining the New England
Patriots (Superbowl champions).”
Speaking of teams, Ladas has played
softball for the Fireﬁghter Olympics for 18
years. “I work hard and I play hard,” he
said, adding that he is also devoted to one
other team, his wife and four children.

TRASH REMOVAL
The purpose of the Town of
Hillsborough’s ordinances regarding
trash removal is to ensure that all solid
waste and yard waste are collected and
disposed of regularly and in a proper
manner. These ordinances are strictly
enforced in order to keep Hillsborough a
beautiful town in which to live.
Storage: All garbage receptacles, including yard waste receptacles, recycle bins and
regular garbage cans, must be stored out of
view from the public street. Storage areas
most frequently used are behind a fence, in
rear yards, storage sheds and garages. You
may choose one of two different sizes of
yard waste receptacles provided by BFI for
your convenience. Your yard waste must be
stored in the BFI yard waste receptacles in
order for you to participate in this program.

Storing any of your garbage containers in
public view after your weekly pick-up is a
violation of the Town’s Nuisance Ordinance
and will be enforced by the Code Enforcement Division.
Pick-up: Every residence in the Town
of Hillsborough is required to have BFI
garbage service. Pick-ups must occur a
minimum of once a week. Garbage containers should not be placed at the curb
any earlier than the night before pickup
and should be removed and properly
stored within 24 hours after pick-up.
For more information about yard waste
receptacles, contact BFI at 650-5922411. If you wish to report a garbage
or garbage receptacle violation, contact
the Town of Hillsborough Code Enforcement Division at 650-375-7572.

Who Do You Call?
The manhole cover in front of your house has just sprung a leak. Who do you
call? Clip and post the information near your phone or in your green Resident
Handbook. It could save wasted time for you and Town employees.
• Building and Planning – 375-7411
Building plans
Permits
Inspections
Fences
Sign Regulations
Architecture & Design Review Board
Zoning Information

• Police Department – 375-7470
Non-emergency police business
After hours and
weekends emergency
Street closures
Construction Hour Violations
Code Enforcement
Noise Complaints

• Deputy City Clerk – 375-7412
City Council
Elections
Committees

• Alarm specialist – 375-7472

• Finance Department and
Public Works – 375-7402
Billing
Sewer/manhole overﬂowing
Street drain plugged
Potholes
Water leaks
Sewer backups
Low/high water pressure
Dirt/color/taste/odor in water

• City Engineer – 375-7444
Other important general numbers:
• Main Number – 375-7400
• Fire Department - non-emergency
– 375-7422
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CROCKER GRAD NOW CENTRAL COUNTY FIRE LEADER

Sgt. Davis leads HPD SWAT team during training in Hillsborough home.

HPD SERGEANT SELECTED REGIONAL SWAT TEAM LEADER
Hillsborough Sergeant Doug Davis
has been selected as the leader of the
newly-consolidated Northern Regional
SWAT Team. The team consists of 50
highly trained, experienced tactical
ofﬁcers and sergeants from seven San
Mateo County cities.
In addition to his duties as Regional
SWAT Team leader, Davis is one of the
primary team leaders of the ultra-elite
San Mateo County Weapons of Mass
Destruction SWAT Team, made up of
select members of regular SWAT teams
from throughout the county. The WMD
tactical ofﬁcers combine the elements of
SWAT with the added training, capabilities
and equipment needed to deal with SWAT
operations during a nuclear, biological or
chemical attack.
Before Davis’ selection as leader, the
regional SWAT team was a more loosely
organized group of seven individual teams.
At the January 27 meeting, the seven cities

– Hillsborough, San Mateo, South San
Francisco, Burlingame, San Bruno, Brisbane and Foster City – decided to form
a cohesive group that would consistently
train and respond together as a single unit.
The group is in the process of standardizing tactics, uniforms, radio equipment,
helmets, vests, and patches. According to
SWAT Team Commander Nick Gottuso,
Hillsborough Police Department Captain,
the level of teamwork, consistency, esprit
de corps and, most importantly, protection
of the public, will increase substantially as
a result of the decision.
“Doug has really stepped up to the
plate to take on the primary team leader
responsibilities for this new, larger and more
cohesive regional team,” Gottuso said. “His
conﬁdent and exceptional leadership ability, his mentoring skills and his dedication to
the professionalism of the team are proving
invaluable as we continue to develop this
critical public safety function.”

TUNE UP YOUR IRRIGATION SYSTEM
When
the
experts
analyzed
water usage in Hillsborough, their
primary recommendation was to make
improvements in landscape irrigation.
Given the amount of landscaping in
Town, much could be done to conserve
water by minding a few tips and making
modiﬁcations to irrigation systems. Now
is the time to tune up your irrigation
system so that it is working properly
during the months when your plants need
it most.
Here are some suggestions:
• Adjust sprinklers that may be
spraying onto sidewalks or other
unnecessary areas to prevent gutter
ﬂooding.
• Set irrigation controller to an

efﬁcient schedule.
• Trim back plants that may be
blocking the water from reaching the
roots.
• Misting sprinkler heads need to be
ﬁxed by installing a pressure regulator.
• Watch for changes in your landscape.
As plants grow, your irrigation system
may need to be adjusted.
• Make sure that there are no emitters
missing from your drip irrigation system.
• Flush out your drip systems to
remove roots or bugs that may clog the
emitters.
• Check into purchasing “weather
detectors” for irrigation systems that
block watering when Mother Nature will
do it for you.

SHADY CREEK PIPELINE NEEDS A FIX
Residents whose homes look out over
Hillsborough’s Shady Creek area may have
noticed a display of blue tarps this winter.
The display is not the work of Christo
and Jeanne Claude but the handiwork of
the Public Works Department which is
making an effort to halt landslide damage
along the creek area which is threatening
one of the Town’s sewer pipes.
City Council recently gave City
Engineer Cyrus Kianpour approval to
develop plans to obtain bids to repair the
troublesome roadway that runs parallel
to the creek behind homes from Hayne
Road and Marlborough Road up to
Avondale Road. The roadway was used
in 1999-2000 when crews repaired 6,000
linear feet of sewer pipeline in the same
area. The roadway provides access to
the pipeline in an area that is extremely
difﬁcult to navigate.
Kianpour explained that while the
pipeline is performing well, it is being
threatened by slippage of the roadway
and its retaining walls caused by poor
drainage and heavy rainfall. While
Council members speculated that the
–2–

work was not done correctly six years
ago, Kianpour said that, at the time, that
was the only way to do the project..
Summing up the problem, Kianpour
said, “We need to make sure the new pipe
is in place and stays in place.” Damage to
the pipe could result in a sewage spill that
could possibly reach Shady Creek, creating
environmental concerns for the city.
Plans are to repair the failure that
has occurred so far, add more retaining
walls and improve the drainage in the
area. Alternatives are to continue making
repairs that are costing the Town $20,000
to $50,000 per year or to try a more
permanent ﬁx of the landslide area which
would be expensive, complicated and
encroach on private property.
Kianpour will be developing the plans
for the bid and bringing them to City
Council for approval in the near future.
When plans are approved and a bid is
accepted, it will be hard to predict when
the work could be accomplished because
the project requires permits from the
Regional Water Quality Control Board
and the Department of Fish & Game.
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Red Ribbon Winners
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TOWN BRIEFS
Top Finance Department
Hillsborough’s Finance Department was recently presented three prestigious honors:
• Distinguished Budget Presentation, a national award given by the Government
Finance Ofﬁcers Association. Out of 37,000 entities, only two percent are chosen for
this honor.
• Outstanding Financial Reporting for 2003-2004, a state award given by the California Society of Municipal Finance Ofﬁcers for annual audited ﬁnancial statements.
• Operating Budget Excellence, a state award given by the California Society of
Municipal Finance Ofﬁcers for the operating budget submission. Only 10 percent of
the towns receive this honor.
Hillsborough has won several ﬁnancial awards. Credit goes to Finance Director Edna
Masbad and her department.
Fire Annex lease renewed
City Council renewed the lease for the “Annex Building,” located next to the Fire
Department on city property. The new rental agreement was negotiated for $68,250
through the year 2008. The rental income helps offset building and maintenance costs.
The building has been rented since April 1999 to the San Mateo County Pre-Hospital Emergency Medical Services Group, JPA, which is the ambulance service for the
county. It has proven beneﬁcial to the Fire Department to have the JPA ofﬁces in close
proximity.
New cars and radios
City Council approved the purchase of three new patrol cars for the Police Department, using funds from the Police Vehicle Replacement portion of the 2004-2005
Capital Budget. The purchase will be made from the low bidder at $23,347 per Crown
Victoria car. The current automobiles have more than 65,000 miles, are over ﬁve and a
half years old and will be beyond their expected service life when eventually replaced.
With City Council approval for the expenditure of $24,124 in grant money, the
Hillsborough Police Department will be the ﬁrst agency in San Mateo County to be
equipped with dual-band radios. Single-band radios allow police to communicate with
all other law enforcement agencies. Dual-band radios will increase police communication to include ﬁre agencies as well as other entities, including the CHP helicopter, Caltrans, and the Weather Channel. The enhanced communication will allow the patrol cars
to respond to various calls for service and stay updated on situations as they develop.
PHS agreement amended
City Council approved an amendment to the agreement with the Peninsula Humane
Society which lowers overall costs by a small amount and extends the agreement from
2006 to 2008. The new amendment also requires PHS to investigate all animal bites and
quarantine for rabies, if necessary. Hillsborough’s fee for the 2004-2005 year is $56,875,
or 1.47 percent of the costs for the entire 20-city county.
PHS’s contract with the county is negotiated with the San Mateo County Board of Supervisors. The agreement calls for PHS to provide shelter and ﬁeld animal control services
for the county. The county has leased the land occupied by PHS since 1971 for $1 per year.
The new contract extends that lease through 2008.
Mains under Hillsborough Boulevard
City Council authorized spending $175,300 to replace old water mains installed in
the early 1920s under Hillsborough Boulevard. The work involves putting in 1,100 feet
of pipe, two ﬁre hydrants and reconnecting 20 private services on a section of the road
between Bromﬁeld and Edgewood roads. The work will improve water quality and ﬁre
ﬂow capacity, in case of emergency.
Council also approved the abandonment of 750 feet of water main on Hayne Road
installed in 1925 which is no longer needed. In its place there will be new water service
and reconnection of the main serving Willard Lane, costing $5,750.
Funding will come from the 2003 Water and Sanitary Sewer bond issue.
In service a quarter of a century
Three city employees received their 25-year service awards at the Employee
Appreciation luncheon in March.
Majorie Bean has been manning the Hillsborough Police Dispatch Center for 25
years. Marjorie wanted to be a police ofﬁcer and served as a reserve ofﬁcer for one year.
She decided she wanted a career in dispatching and said she has never regretted the decision. She is a native of Burlingame.
Michael Dearborn has also spent his entire career with the Hillsborough Police
Department, serving in various positions. He is well known in his role as a K-9 ofﬁcer in
crime prevention and school liaison ofﬁcer with his former canine partners “Puma” and
“Max.” He is currently a sergeant assigned to day shift patrol and scheduling.
Gary Francis is the Town’s Public Works Supervisor and oversees the street crew.
Street crews maintain 110 miles of roadway and 36 miles of storm drain lines. In 2002,
as Street Department Supervisor, Francis was honored with Hillsborough’s Employee
Excellence Award.
New in town
The crews of Public Works have been increased and enhanced by three new
employees:
Alex Stazio, Ramon Gonzalez and Matt Vallente ﬁll the positions of Maintenance
Worker I and are part of the water crew. Stazio is a recent high school graduate. Vallente
recently completed his degree in recreation at Humboldt State University. They both
have previously worked part-time for the Town of Hillsborough. Gonzalez has worked
15 years in the private sector as a foreman for new housing subdivisions. He brings with
him experience in water and sewer infrastructure installation.
Cindy Sicchio is new to the Finance Department. Before coming to Hillsborough,
she worked 12 years in a general ofﬁce environment with Saturn of San Francisco,
working her way up to Financial Services Manager and Contracts Administrator. She is
pursuing an associate of arts degree at the College of San Mateo to fulﬁll general education requirements in preparation for transferring to a university.
PG&E work
After months of dispute, it has been decided that the extra voltage that PG&E is
bringing up the Peninsula to meet electrical needs in San Francisco will follow both an
underground and above-ground path. The lines being laid near Hillsborough homes
will go underground. According to Public Works Director Martha DeBry, the work will
disrupt the intersection at Hayne/Skyline/Black Mountain and part of Nueva School.
Work was scheduled to begin in April.

Honored at the February 14 City Council meeting were 2004 Red Ribbon
Week Poster Contest winners, from left, Annalise Ericson, Laurie Mankoff,
Kelsey Better, Michaela Michael, Sloane Sturzenegger, and Hunter Lowdon.
Hillsborough Police School Liaison Ofﬁcer Pat Aherne presented certiﬁcates
to the students from North Hillsborough School. Not pictured: Zoe Ross.

WATER BILLS GO AUTOMATIC
Paying your water bill is now as simple
as turning on your tap. The Hillsborough
Finance Department has adopted an Automatic Payment System (APS).
To sign up, complete the form available at www.hillsborough.net under the
Finance Department – Automatic Payment
System Web page. If you would rather, call
the Finance Department at 375-7402 and

mail the original application with your
voided check to the Town.
Once you are enrolled, every two
months you will receive your water bill
statement showing the date that the bill
will be paid by your bank. You can review
your bill and still have at least two weeks to
call our ofﬁce for changes or to discontinue
your automatic payment.

Happy Birthday, Hillsborough
––– • –––
Celebrating 95 years this May

Construction Disruption Leads To Safe Systems
There are not too many ways around
it – or rather down to it. When you
are rebuilding a water main and sewer
system, it’s a mess. “The bad news,” says
Public Works Director Martha DeBry, “is
that Hillsborough in involved in several
huge projects, all of which are expensive,
time consuming and disruptive. The good
news,” she quickly adds, “is that once the
projects are done, we won’t be back for
another 50 to 100 years!”
DeBry reiterates that the projects are
extremely large, involving the rehabilitation of the Town’s infrastructure during
the next decade. Three projects are crucial to ensuring that the Town has a safe
and reliable water supply, sanitary sewer
system, storm drain system and adequate
ﬁre suppression system. It doesn’t get a lot
more basic or vital than that.
In some cases, the infrastructure predates
development of subdivisions. Many of
the pipes have been in service longer than
their life spans. Pipes are undersized and
some have collapsed. Old clay and iron
pipes are being replaced with high-density
polyethylene pipes which are expected to
last 100 years. While the Town has corrected some of the most problematic mains,
Public Works is still ﬁnding leaks in need
of repair. The Department plans to video
all of its 80-plus miles of sewer to pinpoint
all problems.
Currently the Town is undertaking four
major projects, soon to increase to six major projects of equal size. Hillsborough is
spending $3.8 million this year, next year
anticipates spending $6 million, and has
identiﬁed another $13 million in projects
for 2006-2009. The funds have come from
the sewer bonds.
Every effort is made to coordinate the
water, sewer and street projects throughout
Town to lessen disruption for the residents.
–3–

DeBry recognizes that the repair and
rehabilitation work is inconvenient and
unsightly, but hopes patience will grow
from understanding the immensity as
well as importance of the work. To help
learn where work is being performed, she
encourages residents to take advantage of
“Enotify” on the Town’s Web site, www.
hillsborough.net. Enotify will send email
notiﬁcations for those requesting such. The
information is updated weekly.
Current projects – The 2004 street project
is complete with the exception of Hayne
Road, Chateau Drive and Provident Drive
where uneven surfaces will be repaired
beginning in June. DeBry added that her
department has analyzed a number of
types of street repair methods and has
chosen those that do the best job for the
cost and call for the least amount of road
closures.
While a large water project – involving
installation of more than 130 new water
services and many hydrants – has almost
been completed on Hillsborough Boulevard, West Santa Inez Avenue, Hayne
Road and Roblar Avenue, another section
of Hillsborough Boulevard will be affected
by water pipe installation. A large portion
of Hillsborough Boulevard is also included
in the 2005 street project.
Sewer pipe lining, necessary to prevent
sewer leaks, will continue in the Ralston
Avenue/Pinehill Road areas.
The sewer pipe video project will continue,
causing no damage to the street but often
blocking some trafﬁc as it requires that a
vehicle be parked in one of the lanes.
Smoke testing will also start in the coming
months, to be followed by a project to repair
sewer breaks identiﬁed by the testing.
“We are engaged in an active construction
program we expect to continue at this pace
for at least ﬁve years,” DeBry said.
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Top Doc

Lil Finocchiaro

PART-TIME WORK,
FULL-TIME TALENT
Whatever talent Lil Finocchiaro
displays one day, the next day it will have
increased. “She’s one person who has all
this talent that just keeps evolving,” said
Central County Fire Chief Bill Reilly, who
nominated Finocchiaro for Hillsborough’s
latest Employee Excellence Award. “She’s
one of those people to whom you go to get
things done. Whenever a problem comes
up, she can get it solved.”
If a group of school children is touring
the ﬁre station, the little ones are probably
being led by Finocchiaro. She’s the one in
charge of the Junior Fire Marshal picnic.
But it’s more than the public relations
work that appeals to Reilly. “She’s wellversed in computer skills, which is helpful
around here because most of us are behind

City Council honored Hillsborough resident William Schwartz, M.D. at
the April meeting. As co-founder of the Samaritan House Free Medical Clinic,
Schwartz was recently the recipient of a prestigious Jefferson Award given by
the American Institute of Public Service. The Jefferson Award is considered the
Nobel Prize for the unsung heroes of community service, awarded to “ordinary
people who do extraordinary things with no expectation of reward.”
Schwartz headed the effort beginning in 1988 to form the clinic, conquering
dozens of legal, liability and logistical obstacles. The clinic opened in 1992 in
San Mateo and is held up nationally as a model for free clinics. The San Mateo
facility, along with a second Samaritan house clinic in Redwood City, serves
10,000 low-income patients per year.
In accepting the award, Schwartz introduced other doctors from Hillsborough who help constitute the crew that serves the patients: Drs. Walter Gaines,
Jerrold Kaplan, Scott Smyth, Charles Lobel, Miriam Komaromy, Thomas Parker, Paul Wachter, Peter Webb, Lori Spencer, David Ellison, Robert Silverman,
Michael Drinnan, Keith Duncan, Brian Johnson, John Wilson, Bill Stevenson,
Jay Scheikowitz, Gilbert Stacy, Basil Meyerowitz, and Sidney Rosenberg.

SAFETY MESSAGE

In Memorium

From Central County Fire Department
It is time to begin prepping your home
and property for safe and ﬁre-free spring
and summer months.
The winter months have left many
trees and brush dry and bare. Your ﬁrst
line of defense against wildﬁre is to create
a ﬁre-safe landscape around your house.
This can be achieved by removing any
and all ﬂammable vegetation, spacing
plants in your yard, and clearing away
dead leaves on your roof and dried brush
around your home.
Cut back ﬂammable brush and high
grasses for 30 feet around your house,
or 100 feet if your property is on a steep
slope. This will reduce the chance of a
wildﬁre spreading onto your property and
burning through your home. The purpose
of a “defensible space” is to create an area
that will not only help protect your home
in wildﬁre conditions but also provide a
safety zone for ﬁreﬁghters during a blaze.
California Law requires a 30-foot cleared
defensible space.
Defensible space does not mean that
you must have a ring of dirt and gravel
around your property to be safe. You can
beautify the clearance with some ﬁreresistive or low-ﬂammable vegetation.

In general, ﬁre resistive plants grow
close to the ground, have a low sap
or resin content, don’t deposit dead
branches, needles or leaves, are drought
tolerant and easily maintainable. Some
of the more common ground covers are
rosemary and freeway daisy.
There are other easy steps to take to
protect your home and property: remove
branches and limbs from tree trunks that
are within six feet of the ground; remove
dead branches that overhang your roof;
keep tree limbs clear of power lines;
properly dispose of landscape trimmings
and cuttings, including the remnants of
your Christmas trees; clear pine needles
and dried debris from the roof of your
home and any other surrounding
buildings; and stack ﬁrewood and scrap
piles at least 30 feet from any structure.
Make an effort to work with your
neighbors to clear away brush and
debris from common areas between your
homes. Many hands make light work
when joined in a common goal of safety.
For more information on ways to protect your property during wildﬁre season,
refer to the Fire Safe San Mateo County
website at www.smcﬁresafe.org.

Former Architecture Design Review
Board member Lee Ham passed away
January 24, 2005 at the age of 85. Ham
was appointed to Hillsborough’s ADRB in
1997 for his extensive and renowned civil
engineering knowledge. A graduate of the
University of California at Berkeley, Ham,

in that,” Reilly said. “And she has a great
personality. She and Deanna Cresta are a
wonderful team to work with.”
“When Bill nominated Finocchiaro, I
thought it was a great idea,” Cresta said.
“She is great to work with and has wonderful work ethics.”
Following a 20-year career in Human
Resources with Paciﬁc Gas & Electric,
Finocchiaro came to Hillsborough in
2001 as a temporary clerk in the Public
Works Department. She moved from
Town Hall to the corporation yard, then
back to the Building Department, still on
temporary status. Hillsborough knows a
good employee when they see one, so they
brought her on to ﬁll a 30-hour position
in the Fire Department in 2003. She has
ridden out the merger and feels comfortable in her ofﬁce where she concentrates
on ﬁre prevention under the ﬁre marshal.
She checks plans for ﬁre safety and works
with parties planning special events to
ensure ﬁre safety.
Finocchiaro works part-time so she
can devote more of her day to her two
children. She grew up in San Francisco and
Walnut Creek, is married, and is living in
San Bruno, where she also spends part of
her time volunteering in the schools.
Reilly says she hardly performs like
a part-time employee. “She puts in a full
work load for us,” he said. “Gladly,”
she replies. “The employees are great
– Hillsborough is home.”
of Wilsey and Ham Engineering, was one
of the designers of Foster City. His earlier work included building Chateau Drive
from Crocker Middle School up to the ﬁre
station at a cost of $150,000 and roads for
the Carolands subdivison. Ham moved to
Hillsborough in the early 1950s and built
the ﬁrst two-story house in the Carolands
on Craig Road.
Ham was very active in his community, speciﬁcally with the Hillsborough
schools, the Boy Scouts of America and
Mills-Peninsula Hospital Corporation. He
was awarded the David D. Bohannon Memorial Award from the San Mateo County
Economic Development Association for
lifetime achievement in business, community service and philanthropy. He was the
husband of Betty Ham and the father and
step-father of eight.

Finance Report From the Finance Department
Hillsborough is proposing a balanced
budget for the General Fund next year
and is projecting balanced budgets for the
ensuing two years, also. Finance Director
Edna Masbad calls the projections
“optimistic,” based on the uncertainty
of State actions counterbalanced by
anticipated local revenue gains.
The balanced budget means the
Town can meet its operational expenses
without any signiﬁcant change in
services or any additional taxes. To
maintain current spending limits, some
employee positions will remain unﬁlled
and several capital improvement projects
will be placed on hold.
Masbad says the Town’s revenue
gains are based on a projected 7 percent
increase in assessed values. In addition,
Hillsborough will be receiving a $375,000
refund from the State’s Education Revenue
Augmentation Fund (ERAF).

• • • S U RV E Y • • •

Since 1992, the State has been tapping
local property taxes to ﬁnance California’s
schools. The amount tapped increases each
year, based on an assessed value formula.
For some cities, like Hillsborough, the
amount taken by the State falls short of
the city’s speciﬁc assessed value, leaving a
difference that goes back to the city. For
Hillsborough this year, that amount is
$375,000.
Proceeds from bonds issued in 2003
allow the continuation of major water
and sewer system capital improvements.
Sewer rates are proposed to increase by 4
percent to comply with bond covenants.
The Town is expecting to receive a
decrease in wholesale water rates from
San Francisco, the Town’s water source.
Council will be making a decision on
water rates in the near future.
Council was scheduled to review the
proposed budget at the May meeting.

The Town Newsletter is published quarterly by the Citizens Communication Advisory Committee. The purpose is to keep residents informed
on City Council actions, public works projects and capital improvement projects, city ﬁnances, planning policies, employee news, police and ﬁre
activities and tips – simply to keep residents informed as to what is occurring in Town and at Town Hall with taxpayer dollars.
We would like to learn if the publication is meeting the needs of the residents. Please take a moment to ﬁll out the survey and mail it to
Town Hall. The survey can also be found on the Town’s Web site at www.hillsborough.net.
• I read the Town Newsletter quarterly.
Yes___
No___
• If not, why not? __________________________________________________________________________________________________
• If yes, what types of articles do you like best – for instance, city information, information on people/departments, safety tips, other?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
• What types of information/article would you like to see more of?_________________________________________________________
• What would you like to see less of? __________________________________________________________________________________
• How would you improve this publication? ____________________________________________________________________________
Thank you. Please mail to: Newsletter, Town Hall, 1600 Floribunda Avenue, Hillsborough, CA 94010.
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