CALENDAR

COMMITTEES

CITY COUNCIL MEETING
2nd Monday
6 p.m. - Town Hall

♦
CITY COUNCIL STUDY SESSION
Study Sessions are held as needed at Town Hall.

♦
ARCHITECTURE & DESIGN REVIEW
BOARD MEETING
1st and 3rd Monday
4 p.m. - Town Hall

CITIZENS COMMUNICATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Catherine U. Mullooly, Commissioner
Diana Witzel, Chairwoman
Marie Chuang, Candace Lyche,
Janet MacGregor, BeBe Trinkner

♦

♦
DEPARTMENT COMMISSIONERS
Mayor Tom Kasten, Ex ofﬁcio Commissioner
John Fannon, Community Services
D. Paul Regan, Administration
Vice Mayor Catherine U. Mullooly, Fire Department
Mayor Thomas M. Kasten, Police Department
ARCHITECTURE & DESIGN REVIEW BOARD
John Fannon, Commissioner
Walter Heyman, Chairman
Jennifer Werbe, George Jewett,
Mark Heine, Charlie Barnett
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FINANCIAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE
D. Paul Regan, Commissioner
Jess “Jay” Benton, Chairman
J. Lawrence Onderdonk, John Lockton, Al Clark,
Al Royse, Josh Cooperman, Larree Renda

HILLSBOROUGH RECREATION
342-5439
D. Paul Regan, Commissioner
Christine Krolik, Commissioner
HILLSBOROUGH CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT
Marilyn Loushin Miller, Superintendent: 342-5193

NUMBERS
TOWN HALL
Administration: (650) 375-7400
Website: www.hillsborough.net
Town Hall Hours:
Mon. – Thurs. 7:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Fri. 7:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Emergency after hours and weekends: 375-7470
City Council: 375-7400
Main and Finance Department: 375-7400
Water (service and billing):
Mon. – Thurs. 7:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Fri. 7:30 - 12:30 p.m. 375-7402
Building and Planning: 375-7411
Public Works and City Engineer: 375-7444
CITY MANAGER
Anthony Constantouros: 375-7400
Comcast
Customer Service: 1-800-945-2288

POLICE DEPARTMENT
Business: 375-7470
Emergency: 911
Alarm Specialists: 375-7472

PG&E (24 hrs.)
Outage Information: 1-800-743-5002
Customer Service: 1-800-743-5000

FIRE DEPARTMENT
Business: 558-7600
Emergency: 911

ALLIED WASTE
Main Number: (650) 592-2411
Hazardous Material: (650) 363-4718

The Hillsborough Newsletter is published on a regular basis by the Town of Hillsborough to keep residents informed of local and Town news.
Editor: Barbara Backer • Design: Larry Zientarski
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A VISTA TO BEHOLD AND ENJOY

W

hen Pauline Wurlitzer donated
1.3 acres of land to Hillsborough in 1954, she envisioned
bringing people, playfulness
and joy to the area at Vista and Chiltern
roads. But the land lay undeveloped from
1954 to 1990 when a small play structure
was added and the ﬁelds improved. However, the land never reached its full potential
– until now.
On September 17, 2006 the community
celebrated the realization of Mrs. Wurlitzer’s
vision – the grand opening of Vista Park.
“Vista Park is the best looking and most
accessible park I have seen in six years of
working for the State Parks and Recreation,”
said Albert Ventura, project ofﬁcer, Ofﬁce of
Local Assistance, State Parks and Recreation,
who inspected the new park.
Much of the credit goes to the Hillsborough Beautiﬁcation Foundation (HBF)
who developed a concept for the park three
years ago. A subcommittee consisting of
Maryellie Johnson, Zach Hulsey and Dr.
Robert Gotcher performed the leg work
that propelled the project from concept to
construction. It was eventually designed
by Ransohoff, Blanchﬁeld, Jones, Inc. and
constructed by Robert A. Bothman.

HBF, Public Works Director Martha
DeBry and the Town of Hillsborough, and
the residents of Hillsborough can be credited
for the funding of the project. HBF, with
generous donations from private residents,
funded approximately $645,000 of the
almost $1 million cost. The Town received
$284,000 in bond funds from the California Department of Parks and Recreation.
Money was also obtained from the 2000 Per
Capita Block Grant and the Roberti-Z’berg
Harris Block Grant funds. The Department
of Conservation also gave $12,000 for site
furnishings made of recycled content.
Children can now play on any one of
three play structures with swings and climbing rocks, designed for different ages and
ADA compliant. There are basketball standards. There are grass areas, that promise to
drain almost immediately, for tot soccer and
youth baseball. Previously, rain rendered the
ﬁelds unusable and run-off ﬂooded neighbors’ properties.
The park boasts 44 new trees, 242 shrubs
and 233 plants. There are approximately
10,500 square feet of new concrete pathways,
ﬁve tables and 13 benches.
Vista Park is Hillsborough’s only park
– and one of which to be proud.

Crowds (above) turned out for the opening of Vista Park, under construction for
several months (below) and now full of life
(bottom).

1600 Floribunda Ave.
Hillsborough, CA 94010
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New pathways, plantings, play structures and picnic tables have turned Vista Park into
a Town treasure, located at Vista and Chiltern roads.
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THE CAROLANDS LIVES AGAIN

n 1998, Ann Johnson stood in front
of the Carolands, in a state of despair.
The once grand estate that was built
by Harriett Pullman Carolan, daughter
of the Pullman Palace Car builder, and her
husband Frank, was falling apart. The roof
was leaking, walls were crumbling, wood
was deteriorating, and the gardens were in
weeds. Ann had just purchased it.
But Ann had seen the chateau when it was
a Decorators’ Show House in 1991 and fell
in love with the grand Beaux Arts structure
with “the most beautiful library I’ve ever
seen.” She was not about to let it disappear
from the pages of Western history, let alone
Hillsborough history. The Carolands was
once the largest single family residence west
of the Mississippi. She set about restoring
all 98 rooms and 5.5 acres to its original
elegance, and today’s results are not only
stunning but a
glorious jewel of
the community.
The Carolands is
the private home of
Ann and Charles
Johnson and is
ﬁlled with the love
and laughter of
their families and
17 grandchildren
Ann Johnson
who visit often.
The Johnson’s home has been the site of
many charitable events – including the Juvenile Diabetes Foundation, Lucille Packard
Center, San Francisco Opera, PARCA, and
the Hillsborough schools where many of
their grandchildren attend.
“That’s how this house should be used,”
Ann said. “It’s to be used and enjoyed.”
She talked about holiday dinners when
all 24 seats at her magniﬁcent dining room
table are ﬁlled. She admits she was skeptical
about what it would be like to actually live
at the huge Carolands, “but it turned out to
be much easier than I thought,” she said. The
rooms are all sunny and cheerful, there are
elevators, and the house is warm, with new
double pane ﬂoor to ceiling windows and
numerous furnaces that are zoned to heat
all or any portion of the 65,000-square-foot
structure. Other than the Halloween parties
that Ann hosts, she laughingly reports not
seeing nor hearing any ghosts.
It took four years to repair and restore
the Carolands, including a full year to repair
the roof alone. Ann changed very little in
the home and took great pains – and delight
– in bringing back to life the exquisite wood
of the library and ﬂoors, the panels of the
small Chinese salon off the entry hall, the
elegant door ﬁxtures (some of which were

PHOTOS: MATHEW SUMNER

From the outside (below) and throughout the
interior, the Carolands has been refurbished to its
original grace and elegance, including the grand
staircase above, the Bordeaux Salon (upper right),
and the paneled library (right).

reproduced from the remaining originals),
and the garden pools. Ernest Sanson, a
world-renowned Paris architect, designed
the home around the 18th century round
Bordeaux Salon, the most important room
in the chateau.
Ann worked hand in hand with New
York interior designer Mario Buatta to recreate a 19th century décor, using yards and
yards of luscious fabric and incorporating art
and furniture treasures discovered at antique
auctions. In the kitchen and service areas of
the house, Ann added state-of-the-art catering equipment but kept many of the unusual
and original appliances so that the chateau
serves as a museum as well as a home.

Ann revels in the pride shown by the
contractors and men and women who
worked on the restoration. “Many are
from the area and grew up knowing the
Carolands,” she said. “They cared deeply
about the project.”
An award-winning documentary was
made about the Carolands and was shown
at the Mill Valley Film Festival in early
October. Entitled “Three Women and a
Chateau – The Heiress, The Countess and
The Doctor,” it refers to the three women
who have lived at the Carolands – Heiress
Harriet Pullman, Countess Lillian Remillard Dandini and Dr. Ann Johnson. A book,
titled simply “Carolands,” is due to be pub-

REGULATIONS ON SOLAR PANELS
While the use of solar panels has been
heating up for several years in Hillsborough, a new state law calls for ease of
installation. As of last July, the Town no
longer requires a formal design review
process for the panels. However, the municipal code calls for a building permit
and a meeting between the homeowner
and a staff planner to review both the
plans for the panels and installation, as
well as the Town’s Design Guidelines as
they pertain to solar panels.
Solar equipment, if placed without
regard to the visual impact on the neighborhood, can be aesthetically detrimental. Before City Council adopted a new
procedure on July 10, 2006 to comply
with state law, solar panel installation
was subject to a formal review.
“Since July, we’ve had four applications using the new informal review
process and it’s worked very well,”
said Associate Planner Gina Tynan.
“The residents are very receptive and
understand the need to be aesthetically

sensitive – for themselves as well as their
neighbors and the character of the Town,”
she explained.
The purpose of the staff review is
to obtain an optimum solution, balancing aesthetics and cost efﬁciency. “We
want happy owners and neighbors,”
Tynan said.
In general, the Town’s guidelines ask
that solar panels not be on roofs facing
streets, that systems not extend beyond
roof lines, that the color of exposed
pipes and materials integrate with surface colors, that tree trimming be kept
to a minimum and that neighbors be
consulted regarding the planned location
and appearance of the panels.
The review process requests the
homeowner to submit a map showing
the location of the home and surrounding properties and which neighbors
have been contacted; a roof or site plan
showing proposed placement of panels
and equipment; the size, type and location of trees affected; and pictures of the

home, rooﬁng material and proposed
panels. The solar panel handout is on the
Web site. For questions or to schedule a
review with Planning Department staff,
call 650-375-7411.
The use of solar panels has grown
steadily over the past few years as people
have become increasingly interested in
energy efﬁciency. Savings realized by
the use of solar panels vary depending on the system, placement and use.
“Some residents use solar to supplement
electrical power to the home, but most
Hillsborough residents use it to heat their
swimming pools,” Tynan said, “although
the ever-changing technology affords
increased and varying uses.”
“Systems are becoming smaller, less
visible and more effective,” she said.
“Now there are panels that look like
roof shingles.”
The Town’s policy is to encourage
green building, and solar panels are an
integral part of that plan.
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lished December 1, 2006 by the San Mateo
County Historical Association.
The Carolands is alive – very alive
– again, thanks to Ann Johnson. “I’m
working on a way to keep it going when
I’m gone,” she said. “It evokes another era;
people don’t live that way anymore. It needs
to live as a part of our history.”

THEFTS FROM
VEHICLES
STILL A PROBLEM

Hillsborough continues to enjoy its
well-deserved status as the safest city in
California for the 13th consecutive year,
but that does not mean that there is no
crime. Since the beginning of the year, more
than 100 Hillsborough residents from all
neighborhoods have been the victims of auto
break-ins and thefts. In the majority of the
cases, two factors contributed signiﬁcantly
to this wave of crimes: leaving cars unlocked
and leaving valuables, often clearly visible,
inside the cars.
The Hillsborough Police Department
(HPD) has been successful in capturing four
distinct groups of auto burglars, but as they
catch one group, another pops up.
It is absolutely critical that you always
lock your car, preferably setting the alarm
system, and that you never leave any valuables or papers that could be used for identity
theft within the vehicle, whether concealed
or not. At least one group of thieves police
arrested had sophisticated lock-picking tools
and locksmith-quality master keys in their
possession, so locking your car alone is not
sufﬁcient protection.
“The HPD is counting on you to help us
curb this crime trend by following the simple
measures described above,” said Captain
Nick Gottuso. “Together, we can preserve
Hillsborough’s low-crime ranking and keep
our residents from being victimized.”
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MARJORIE BEAN
DISPATCHED TO FOOTHILLS

TOWN BRIEFS
•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Council
During the past quarter (July-September), City Council:
Approved the expenditure of $22,431 for design services to repair a
landslide in the Crocker Lake area that endangered a sanitary sewer main.
Estimate of the actual repair is $100,000.
Approved spending up to $40,000 to improve water quality at the Darrell
tank site. Water sampling showed that the tank was experiencing circulation problems.
Adopted a resolution to hold in reserve a surplus parcel of property at 115
Reservoir Road to be sold in the future if so needed. The property was appraised at $2.1 million.
Agreed to join a countywide sub-region that would administer the Regional Housing Needs Allocation. The advantages would be cost savings
in Housing Element preparation, an opportunity to work cooperatively to
provide housing opportunities in the county and more local control.
Allocated $14,554 for GIS mapping of vegetation in Town-owned open
spaces. This will aid in making decisions about protecting sensitive vegetation, determining ﬁre management actions and identifying invasive plants.
Voted to contract with a third party that will allow Hillsborough customers to pay for services via credit, debit, ATM and check cards, Automated
Clearing Houses and automatic recurring payments to the extent the
Town is able to pass on related costs to the users. The purpose is to allow
for more convenience and faster service for Town residents.
Adopted a resolution approving a county program that allows city employees to work at the polls on election day and receive their normal pay
for the day as well as the stipend provided by the Elections Division for
training and serving as a poll worker. Approximately 2,000 poll workers
are needed to staff the county’s 500 polling places and about 12 percent
who agree to serve drop out within one month prior to the election, leaving the county short.
Approved spending $60,000 to improve the ﬂow of water from storm
drains on Willow and Newhall roads to prevent chronic ﬂooding problems
in the area.
Adopted a resolution that will lead to the rehabilitation of Crystal Springs
Road between Tartan Trail and El Cerrito Avenue using federal funds.
Authorized $128,000 and a contract with CRW Associates for a software
package that will integrate the Town’s departments, allowing coordination between departments and streamlining of multi-discipline tasks. The
program should pay for itself in about 6 years.
People
Richard Reisman was awarded a Certiﬁcate of Appreciation by the City
Council in honor of his service on the Architecture Design Review Board
(ADRB). Reisman was appointed to the board in January 2000, served as
chair from January 2003 to December 2005, and completed his service in
June of this year.
Mayor Tom Kasten presented Certiﬁcates of Appreciation to the members
of the Hillsborough Zoning Study Committee for their work on reviewing regulations of large homes on smaller lots. Members of the committee
were Chair Jay Benton, Charlie Barnett, Steve Benzian, Shawn Christianson, Farro Essalat, John Fannon, Tony Gschwend, Bruce Herman, Walter
Heyman, Maryellie Johnson, Jack Ken, Monica Liang, Candace Lyche,
Paul Regan, Richard Reisman, Bob Walker, Bob Waterman, Jennifer
Werbe and Diana Witzel.
Ward Carey was recognized by the Council for his service on the Architecture Design Review Board. He served on the board from July 2005 to
August 2006.
Sergeant Doug Davis received an unprecedented letter of recognition and
support from the four primary commanders of the San Mateo County
Counter-Terrorism Assault Team (TCAT) praising his leadership performance at a recent session for Louisiana State University’s SWAT trainers
(who train more than 800 specialized SWAT teams across the United
States). Davis is one of the primary team leaders of the elite, highly
specialized TCAT unit that is trained and equipped to conduct counterterrorism SWAT operations in nuclear, biological and chemical environments. After the ﬁnal scenario, the senior instructor from LSU reported
to Captain Nick Gottuso the outstanding performance of Davis during
the grueling, week-long training event and pointed out the cohesive and
efﬁcient nature of the San Mateo County team compared to other teams.
They attributed a major factor in earning this praise to the leadership
demonstrated by Davis.
Hillsborough Police Ofﬁcer Peter Gould taught at the DARE (Drug Abuse
Resistance Education) conference held this summer. Approximately 1,200
DARE ofﬁcers attended the four-day conference, including groups from
Canada, Mexico and Brazil. Gould taught two classes attended by about
40 to 50 ofﬁcers each. He reports the classes were well received and ofﬁcers
requested copies of the presentation to use in training in their departments.
Recent arrivals to the Town staff are Tim Anderson, building inspector;
Kristin Blondino, human resources specialist; David Novelli, ﬁreﬁghter
trainee; and Lisa Bartolo, service clerk II. John Mullins was promoted to
chief building ofﬁcial upon the retirement of John Milke.

Marjorie Bean worked as a Hillsborough Police dispatcher for 28 years. This
fall, she decided it was time for a change
and announced her plans for retirement
at the end of the year. She plans to leave
the area where she grew up and worked
– Burlingame and Hillsborough – and head
for the foothills, to the new community of
Lincoln, to the promise of new friends and
new activities. “It’s strange, and exciting.
I’ll be starting a new life,” she said.
Margie’s background prepared her
well for the unexpected and for change.
Technology is the most impressive change
she experienced. When she ﬁrst came to
work in the dispatch center in 1979, only
one computer existed, connecting the center
to the departments of Justice and Motor Vehicles. The center is now aglow with screens
and lights, being completely computerized
with connections to many departments and
across agencies, with computers for alarms,
accounts, most everything.
Margie also saw the Town change.
Margie used to bicycle from her childhood
home in Burlingame through Hillsborough.
She recalled the huge Carolands estate
where her brother knew the caretaker.
She remembers when the Fagan estate was
only one property. In those early days,
there were cattleﬁelds, she said. As years
went by, the estates were subdivided and
the Town grew.
When she became a reserve ofﬁcer in
1978, she learned the streets well. With
such familiarity in her background, Margie

was an excellent
person to have
in dispatch; she
knew the location
of every street.
During the years,
she also became
acquainted with
the residents of
Marjorie Bean
the Town, who
she will miss. “They have a real nice decency
about them,” she said.
Yet Margie is prepared for her new
life. The thousands of calls she received
presented a new challenge to her. Potential suicides, 911 emergencies, residents
frightened by strange noise or sudden injury
brought out the best of Margie’s talents
– relating to the person and consoling them
until the police ofﬁcers arrived. “I like
helping people,” she said. “Then there was
that burglar that hit 22 times and we ﬁnally
got him. That was a great feeling,” Margie
said, revealing the feistier side of her calm
and reassuring dispatcher voice.
Margie said she will greatly miss the
station’s ofﬁcers, getting to know the
dedicated men and women, being there
when their ﬁrst child was born, watching
the children grow up. “It was a great, supportive group,” she said.
As she retires, Margie said she believes
only one employee has been with the Town
longer. “I certainly enjoyed my work. I
wouldn’t have been there 28 years if not.
It’s a great atmosphere,” Margie said.

COMPOST GIVEAWAY GREAT FOR ALL
Hillsborough had another successful
turnout at this fall’s free compost giveaway
event on September 9, 2006. As a result of
great resident participation, an increased
quantity of compost was available this
year.
Free compost giveaway events take
place in the spring and fall. At those times,
residents can take up to one cubic yard
(equivalent to six full garbage cans) of
compost free of charge while the supply
lasts. Hillsborough residents contribute
2,500 tons per year of curbside yard trimmings to this program. Compost can be

used for general landscaping or as topsoil
for lawns.
If you are a resident and are interested
in being notiﬁed of the next event, call the
Town’s recycling specialist, Jeannette Lucero, at 650-375-7403, to be placed on the
free compost giveaway’s mailing list. Leave
your name, mailing or email address and/or
telephone number. Residents can also visit
the Town’s Web site at www.hillsborough.
net or info@rethinkwaste.org to ﬁnd the
scheduling of the next event. This giveaway
is sponsored by RethinkWaste, Allied Waste/
BFI and the Town of Hillsborough.

Employee Excellence Award

PEGGY SHOMAKER –
BORN TO BE A FIREFIGHTER
Thirty-plus years ago, San Mateo
Fire Department Battalion Chief Wayne
Shomaker and his wife gave birth to two
boys and a daughter. Chief Shomaker
expected he might have two male heirs
to his ﬁre department position. But
he was surprised. While his sons were
cool to the idea
of becoming
ﬁreﬁghters, his
daughter enrolled in fire
science classes
and the San
Mateo Fire
Academy and
Peggy Shomaker
began her
climb up the
ﬁreﬁghting career ladder as a volunteer
with the Menlo Park Fire Department.
Peggy Shomaker’s ﬁrst “real job,” as she
puts it, was with the Hillsborough Fire
Department in 1996. In 1998, having
completed paramedic school, she became a ﬁreﬁghter/paramedic and today
is a ﬁreﬁghter/engineer/paramedic with
the Central County Fire Department.
She works the front line and ﬁnds herself
completely at home on the ﬁre engine.

Thank you
• Thanks to those who attended the Central County Fire Department’s pancake breakfast and purchased t-shirts. Funds from the breakfast and shirt
sale brought in $6,001 that was transferred from Station 34 on California
Drive to the Alisa Ann Ruch Burn Relay team as it paraded through Burlingame this fall. In all, the team picked up $130,000 which will be used to
send young burn victims to camp and for other programs, such as family
assistance for burn victims.
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“I love the work,” she said.
Her love for her work shows. She
not only works her shift but is the paramedic liaison on the shift, meaning she
oversees other paramedics and areas
such as protocol and patient issues. She
reviews all patient reports and tracks
and orders supplies and equipment as
needed.
Peggy was the union representative
for Hillsborough ﬁreﬁghters during
negotiations that led to the merger of
the Burlingame and Hillsborough ﬁre
departments. Presently she co-chairs her
department’s hiring committee.
For her work above and beyond,
Peggy was honored by receiving this
past quarter’s Employee Excellence
Award. A co-worker remarked, “Good
for you. How nice you were recognized,
because you do so much in so many
areas.”
Peggy ﬁnds the work fun and fulﬁlling. And she’s proud to have walked in
her father’s footsteps.
“It’s funny,” she said. “When my
brothers and I all gather for a holiday
meal, there’s Dad and me, in the corner,
talking shop.”
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TAKE PRECAUTION
IN THE KITCHEN

How often has the doorbell rung or
a child interrupted you while you were
cooking, causing you to forget about the
chicken you left sizzling on the stove – until
the smoke ﬁlled the house?
Cooking is the leading cause of home
ﬁres, according to the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA). The latest
statistics from NFPA say that one out of
every three home ﬁres started in the kitchen
and more than 100,000 ﬁres a year are
related to cooking.
Central County Fire asks that you do
the following:
• Stay in the kitchen when you are frying,
grilling, broiling or boiling food. If you
must leave even for a short period of
time, turn off the stove.
• Keep cooking areas clean and clear of
combustibles (e.g. potholders, towels,
rags, drapes and food packaging).
• Keep children away from cooking areas
by enforcing a “kid-free zone” of three
feet around the stove.
• If you have a ﬁre in your microwave,
turn it off immediately and keep the
door closed. Never open the door until
the ﬁre is completely out. If in doubt,
get out of the home and call 911.
• Always keep an oven mitt and a lid
nearby. If a small grease ﬁre starts in
a pan, smother the ﬂames by carefully
sliding the lid over the pan, making sure
you are wearing the oven mitt. Turn
off the burner and slide the pan off the
burner.
• Never pour water on a grease ﬁre. If the
ﬁre does not go out, get out of the home

and call the ﬁre department.
• To avoid the accumulation of grease,
always clean the vent screen above your
stove. You can put it in the dishwasher.
If you cook frequently with oils, butter
or grease, make sure to clean the screen
at least once a month.
• Keep a ﬁre extinguisher in the kitchen
and learn how to use it.

BACKFLOW
REIMBURSEMENT
PROGRAM
ENDS JAN 1
By January 1, 2007, all Hillsborough
residences must have backwater protection
installed. Residents need to be prepared
to show proof that they have backwater
protection or that they are exempt from
the ordinance requiring the protection.
Residents whose homes do not have backwater protection, or who are not exempt,
will be liable for any sewer backups onto
their property.
City Council passed an ordinance
requiring homeowners to install backwater
protection on their sewer lateral. Backwater
protection, such as a backﬂow prevention
device, can prevent sewage from entering
and damaging a home.
If you are unsure if you have a backﬂow
prevention device, call the Public Works
Department at 650-375-7444 to schedule
an appointment and a Town employee will
assist you.
November is Sewer Awareness Month,
sponsored by Sewersmart.org. To learn
more about your sewers, visit www.sewersmart.org.

POLICE BLOTTER
Investigations
During the past quarter, Hillsborough Police investigators worked with the
Redwood City Police Department in identifying suspects of burglaries on McCreery and Crystal Springs. Jewelry taken from the Crystal Springs residence was
returned to the owner.
Investigators also worked to ﬁnd suspects who stole property during a party
thrown by the son of a family residing in the Polo Terrace area of Town. Stolen
property included credit cards.
The report of a rape at a party kept investigators busy during several days in
August. The victim was house sitting for her parents in Hillsborough and threw
a party. The use of alcohol and marijuana led to confused memory which complicated the case.
Two subjects were arrested in connection with drug dealing from a home
on Black Mountain. The subject had connections to numerous other cases being
investigated.
Investigators identiﬁed a suspect of a theft from a home on Lakeview Drive
and had the bank freeze his account until he made good on $4,000 in fraudulent
deposits.
For a recent two-month period, police received 1435 calls. There were six
injury automobile accidents with six people injured. There were also six adult
felonies and 12 adult misdemeanor cases, plus three juvenile misdemeanors. Police received 264 alarm activation calls, 143 of which were cancelled before police
responded. The department issued 26 false alarm citations.
The following calls were taken from a one-month log.
• Resident on Hayne saw neighbor’s garage open and thought he saw movement.
House had been sold and had been sitting vacant for two months. Police check
found construction debris and unlivable conditions. Asked Building Department to red tag residence.
• Vehicle stolen from in front of home on Woodlands.
• Young man calls to report his girlfriend said she wanted to cut herself after he
broke up with her. Ambulance sent and girl taken to Peninsula Hospital.
• Theft of laptop computer and money from teachers at Crocker School.
• Resident reports workmen using bulldozers on a Sunday near Marlborough.
Contacted and said would quit once boulders had been replaced.
• Crews working on construction site on Mountainwood on a Saturday. Threeday stop work notice given, as was violation of ordinance.
• Resident on Forest View reports that during night mailbox was smashed and
foul words were sprayed on car with shaving cream.
• Resident retrieving mail was approached by male asking if she had seen a little
blond girl. Said she dropped money and he wanted to return it to her.
• Report of a backhoe being on resident’s property for two weeks. Contractor
notiﬁed and asked to move.
• Sick/injured raccoon in front yard. PHS dispatched to handle.
• Report of unauthorized entry to Lakeview residence through unlocked back
sliding door sometime over weekend. Loss of $6,000 plasma TV, jewelry and
company checks. House locks changed.

LEANN THORNTON

CAPS OFF TO THE ALL-STARS
Members of Hillsborough’s 2006 9/10 District All-Star Team, consisting of 13 boys ages
9 and 10, were honored by City Council for
their outstanding performance on the ﬁelds
this summer. The team ﬁnished No. 1 on the
Peninsula and in the Bay Area and fourth in
the Northern California State Championships where 380 teams from Fresno to Oregon
competed. Coach Jeff Cozad pointed out that

many teams were from much larger cities than
Hillsborough. Team players are, standing
next to Mayor Tom Kasten, ﬁrst row from
left, Gordon Barrows, Brock Cozad, Charlie
Boyd, Chris Mark, Andrew Schmitt, Garrett
Schubiner and Andrew Segre; second row
from left, Brenden Barrows, Frankie Ferrari,
Henry Caruso, Grant Goodman, Austin Marcus and Will Reilly.

HOLIDAY GIVING TREE
Help homeless San Mateo County children and families with a “gift of shelter”
this holiday season. Visit the Tenth Annual Town of Hillsborough Holiday Giving
Tree in Town Hall, November 30 through December 15. For each $18 donation,
you can provide a night of shelter to an individual in need. You can also shop for
necessities, gift certiﬁcates, and special requests. Since its beginning, the Holiday
Giving Tree has provided more than 100 nights of shelter and made it possible for
27 grateful families (37 adults and 54 children) to have a wonderful holiday through
the assistance and generosity of Hillsborough’s employees, residents, families, and
friends. This is a special way to express holiday spirit to those less fortunate.

• Alarm brings police to home with subjects in backyard trimming trees and
person inside cleaning. Homeowner of residence on Barbara veriﬁed all subjects were to be there. Second false alarm warning given.
• Deer stuck in fence west of driveway on Ralston.
• SWAT team assists with search warrant at home on Black Mountain.
• Contractor has to take down illegal sign promoting his business.
• Person on Lakeview reports receiving call from “police department” asking
questions about his alarm. He refused to answer. Police said to call if person
calls again.
• Neighbors concerned about FBI agents in area. Police contacted agents and
found legitimate and working on fraud case on Clydesdale. Police asked FBI to
let them know in future when will be there so aware.
• Call from person in Washington state who said friend on West Santa Inez
talked about ending his life and had ingested unknown amount of valium.
Taken to hospital.
• Theft of $5,000 coral necklace from lingerie drawer at home on Stonehedge.
• Ongoing problem with gardeners working on a Sunday on Fagan.
• Vandalism to school grounds at North School.
• Report from Stonepine resident who said his $30,000 silver certiﬁcate missing.
• Woman reports male at door said to be from American Rooﬁng and wants to
check roof. Felt odd since she had not called anyone to check roof. Sent him
away. Police could not locate.
• Contractor requests police assistance in picking up tools from home on
Churchill where resident has given him several bad checks and not kept appointments made to retrieve tools.
• Number of problems with mail taken from one box and placed in another’s
box and in bushes. One sack of mail from El Arroyo address found in bag on
bench at Safeway. Another person calls about a missing mailbox, found nearby
in bushes.
• Man on Tournament confronts female in his front yard who says she simply
wanted to pick the mushrooms.
• Laptop taken from home on Remillard.
• Three responses to complaints of loud hip hop music on Crystal Springs Terrace. Admonished.
• Reports of loud parties on Forest View and Moseley. At another party on
Hayne where 40 cars were parked, vehicles were damaged.
• Report of a verbal altercation on Hayne, ambulance called for subject with
numerous cuts to arms and back. Learned from Burlingame police that subject
punched window of father’s car and ﬂed on foot.
• Wallet and necklace taken from unlocked car.
• Family counseled when boyfriend called and said father of his girlfriend said
he could never date girl again because of age difference and father said he
would kill boyfriend if dating continued.
• Dogs barking all day on Bel Aire. Owner contacted.
• Report of man in white gardener’s truck driving through town and dumping
tree debris in different garbage cans. Subject located on Alberta.
• Wife accidentally runs over her son with vehicle. Son unconscious but breathing. Verbal argument between husband and wife. Victim taken to Stanford.
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CALENDAR

COMMITTEES

CITY COUNCIL MEETING
2nd Monday
6 p.m. - Town Hall

♦
CITY COUNCIL STUDY SESSION
Study Sessions are held as needed at Town Hall.

♦
ARCHITECTURE & DESIGN REVIEW
BOARD MEETING
1st and 3rd Monday
4 p.m. - Town Hall

CITIZENS COMMUNICATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Catherine U. Mullooly, Commissioner
Diana Witzel, Chairwoman
Marie Chuang, Candace Lyche,
Janet MacGregor, BeBe Trinkner

♦

♦
DEPARTMENT COMMISSIONERS
Mayor Tom Kasten, Ex ofﬁcio Commissioner
John Fannon, Community Services
D. Paul Regan, Administration
Vice Mayor Catherine U. Mullooly, Fire Department
Mayor Thomas M. Kasten, Police Department
ARCHITECTURE & DESIGN REVIEW BOARD
John Fannon, Commissioner
Walter Heyman, Chairman
Jennifer Werbe, George Jewett,
Mark Heine, Charlie Barnett

Printed on recycled paper
P

FINANCIAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE
D. Paul Regan, Commissioner
Jess “Jay” Benton, Chairman
J. Lawrence Onderdonk, John Lockton, Al Clark,
Al Royse, Josh Cooperman, Larree Renda

HILLSBOROUGH RECREATION
342-5439
D. Paul Regan, Commissioner
Christine Krolik, Commissioner
HILLSBOROUGH CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT
Marilyn Loushin Miller, Superintendent: 342-5193

NUMBERS
TOWN HALL
Administration: (650) 375-7400
Website: www.hillsborough.net
Town Hall Hours:
Mon. – Thurs. 7:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Fri. 7:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Emergency after hours and weekends: 375-7470
City Council: 375-7400
Main and Finance Department: 375-7400
Water (service and billing):
Mon. – Thurs. 7:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Fri. 7:30 - 12:30 p.m. 375-7402
Building and Planning: 375-7411
Public Works and City Engineer: 375-7444
CITY MANAGER
Anthony Constantouros: 375-7400
Comcast
Customer Service: 1-800-945-2288

POLICE DEPARTMENT
Business: 375-7470
Emergency: 911
Alarm Specialists: 375-7472

PG&E (24 hrs.)
Outage Information: 1-800-743-5002
Customer Service: 1-800-743-5000

FIRE DEPARTMENT
Business: 558-7600
Emergency: 911

ALLIED WASTE
Main Number: (650) 592-2411
Hazardous Material: (650) 363-4718

The Hillsborough Newsletter is published on a regular basis by the Town of Hillsborough to keep residents informed of local and Town news.
Editor: Barbara Backer • Design: Larry Zientarski
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A VISTA TO BEHOLD AND ENJOY

W

hen Pauline Wurlitzer donated
1.3 acres of land to Hillsborough in 1954, she envisioned
bringing people, playfulness
and joy to the area at Vista and Chiltern
roads. But the land lay undeveloped from
1954 to 1990 when a small play structure
was added and the ﬁelds improved. However, the land never reached its full potential
– until now.
On September 17, 2006 the community
celebrated the realization of Mrs. Wurlitzer’s
vision – the grand opening of Vista Park.
“Vista Park is the best looking and most
accessible park I have seen in six years of
working for the State Parks and Recreation,”
said Albert Ventura, project ofﬁcer, Ofﬁce of
Local Assistance, State Parks and Recreation,
who inspected the new park.
Much of the credit goes to the Hillsborough Beautiﬁcation Foundation (HBF)
who developed a concept for the park three
years ago. A subcommittee consisting of
Maryellie Johnson, Zach Hulsey and Dr.
Robert Gotcher performed the leg work
that propelled the project from concept to
construction. It was eventually designed
by Ransohoff, Blanchﬁeld, Jones, Inc. and
constructed by Robert A. Bothman.

HBF, Public Works Director Martha
DeBry and the Town of Hillsborough, and
the residents of Hillsborough can be credited
for the funding of the project. HBF, with
generous donations from private residents,
funded approximately $645,000 of the
almost $1 million cost. The Town received
$284,000 in bond funds from the California Department of Parks and Recreation.
Money was also obtained from the 2000 Per
Capita Block Grant and the Roberti-Z’berg
Harris Block Grant funds. The Department
of Conservation also gave $12,000 for site
furnishings made of recycled content.
Children can now play on any one of
three play structures with swings and climbing rocks, designed for different ages and
ADA compliant. There are basketball standards. There are grass areas, that promise to
drain almost immediately, for tot soccer and
youth baseball. Previously, rain rendered the
ﬁelds unusable and run-off ﬂooded neighbors’ properties.
The park boasts 44 new trees, 242 shrubs
and 233 plants. There are approximately
10,500 square feet of new concrete pathways,
ﬁve tables and 13 benches.
Vista Park is Hillsborough’s only park
– and one of which to be proud.

Crowds (above) turned out for the opening of Vista Park, under construction for
several months (below) and now full of life
(bottom).

1600 Floribunda Ave.
Hillsborough, CA 94010

PHOTOS: DAVE BISHOP

orget!
Don’t f E TOWN
UP TbHer 30
T
H
G
I
L
Novemll, 5-6 p.m.
a
Town H

WWW.HILLSBOROUGH.NET

New pathways, plantings, play structures and picnic tables have turned Vista Park into
a Town treasure, located at Vista and Chiltern roads.

