Public Comment Regarding Cell Towers, 11/12/19:
Larry Friedberg, REDACTED
Why are we here. Again?
Because once again, trust between citizens and the Town of Hillsborough has been shattered
a process broken. Giving the carriers 9 months to negotiate amendments to design standards
in a back room behind closed doors but giving citizens only 5 days over a three-day holiday
weekend is an outrageous breach of public trust and violates your commitment this would
never be done again. How could this happen in the aftermath of citizen anger from 2017 over
the mishandling of the original 16 micro tower sites?
How the process works for amendments is crucial. The first step is to reform decision-making
so this never happens again. It is crucial that we convene a series of meetings to hash out a
process for review of amendments and applications with a deadline for adoption of the new
rules within 90 days.

-

Town legal counsel is expediently hiding behind a 1996 law and a 2018 FCC Order (which is
NOT a law) that has never really been tested in the Courts. And just because telecom
corporate lawyers capriciously eviscerated OUR Resolution, doesn't mean that they are right.
Bending toward expediency and succumbing to unwarranted fear is the absolute wrong path.
If you give into these bully carriers, it will only embolden them to push for more concessions.

-

The micro-cell tower Resolution we worked so diligently with staff and Council on last year is
rock solid and worth defending. It balances allowing wireless while preserving our aesthetics.

-

Something so important as over-populating our hometown with micro-cell towers requires we
send a clear and confident response, which is that we don't cave to companies whose only
interest in Hillsborough is to make money and whose very success actually lowers the bar for
any and all comers with a pen, a permit and hideous looking equipment.

-

The devastation that will happen to this town's property values and rustic charm when
hundreds upon hundreds of applications for micro-cell towers - including monstrously sized
monopoles is beyond doubt. And know that once those towers go up, they are NOT coming
down.
Citizens who have undergrounded utilities need to know that even their homes are NOT safe
from the threat of these monopoles.
Residents who believe 5G is about safety, don't be fooled. We saw PG&E's playbook. Rolling
outages resulted in only 24 hour back up for cell towers. And let's not forget those aging utility
poles.

-

This issue matter. It matters to us and our children and grandchildren. It matters to each of
you. And no matter how hard you have worked for Hillsborough, it will have been for naught
should those towers go up. The cell tower farm will have occurred on your watch. It will be
your legacy. Do not yield. Now is the time for courage. And in the immortal words of
renowned jurist Louis Brandeis: Most of the things worth doing in the world had been declared
impossible before they were done.
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Importance:

High

Miyuki,
I wanted to ask if you could please enter my testimony from last night into the public record. Please find attached and
below the comments I delivered last night.
Thanks in advance.
Regards,
Patrick

Last January we passed design standards in compromise legislation that allows for wireless while protecting our local
values.
The carriers are now threatening to sue to invalidate the design standards, extorting Hillsborough with the bluster of
litigation into making concessions.
Don't fall into that trap. Defend our design standards or they will continue to bully you into submission.
Remember the carriers sued us before saying cities don't have authority to regulate aesthetics of cell towers - but they
lost that argument at every level up to the California Supreme Court which ruled against them unanimously.
The ink is barely dry on our design standards. Tell the carriers they are free to submit applications and showcase designs
that conform to our law - or they can ask for specific exceptions and we can evaluate the prototypes in the real-world,
fact-specific context of an application for an actual location.
It is premature to be making concessions to Crown Castle or ATT now.
My understanding is that our Town's lawyers have presented some of the carriers' amendments out of concern of a
facial challenge to the design standards.
But the carriers have only made boilerplate arguments against our standards in their comment letters. Spouting the
magic words "materially inhibit wireless" does not make the case. They cite NO case law and offer NO analysis.
Our counsel should not swallow their arguments whole but should dissect them and vigorously challenge them.
Have you received from our attorneys a detailed legal brief replete with case law and a weighing of legal factors? Have
they issued a survey of litigation - or the lack thereof- in other cities over design standards? Have they compared our
design standards to other cities' standards? Have they presented the Council with other alternative language beyond
this one redline?
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Mayor, City Council, City Manager, and Clerk,
Attached is the text I read as my public comments in the 11/12 City Council meeting. In addition I have included the
WCAC charter document that I also read from. Please enter both of these into the public record for future reference.
Working together to increase wireless coverage AND preserve the rural character of the town in our community is the
only way forward. I stand firm behind my assertion that the WCAC in its current form and under its current chair are not
properly serving the citizens or the city council. After the meeting I had 2 members of the WCAC who I had never met
before approach me. Both of them thanked me for calling attention to the dysfunction of the WCAC.
I urge the City Manager to take action per the WCAC charter and demand the meeting minutes from the last 9 months
from the chair to make them public. The evidence of the Chairman's lack of action will be clear. While it may be difficult
to investigate one of your own, and even harder to make a change, failure to do so would be a dereliction of your
duty. The WCAC is responsible for advising the town on Wireless Infrastructure matters that will forever change the
character of our town. Its activity must be transparent.
Please fix the WCAC by replacing the chairman and expanding the membership. It will restore the trust in our
community between its citizens and their government and ensure the rural characteristic of our community is preserved
for future generations.
Thank you,
John Lavrich
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Dear Mayor and City Council Members,
Attached is a copy of my testimony (regarding cell towers) from the recent November City Council Meeting.
In addition, about the matter of being prepared for fires in Hillsborough.
Being a fire-wise prepared community means having a multi-pronged approach that involve Firewise
recommendations, an evacuation plan & knowing our pole-based utility infrastructure.
I have actively worked towards getting my neighborhood (on La Canada Road) to be the first Firewise
nucleating site in town and I am happy to report
that our street is prepared.
I was also one of the people advocating for an evacuation plan for the Town.
I am very glad we are beginning to see progress on both fronts and I commend all the efforts that have brought
us to this point..
In order to be better prepared we still need to deal with the pole-based utility infrastructure that is scattered
across Hillsborough.
It (he pole-based utility infrastructure) in and of itself is a potential fire risk, especially when there are high
winds and dry conditions.
We need a database of all of these poles across Hillsborough, we need to know who they belong to, how old
they are, their maintenance records, who is responsible for
servicing them, their weight bearing load, and which companies have attached equipment to them and what the
attached weight is.
We also need to get best-in-class sensor technology on the Hillsborough electrical lines, so that when a line
comes down - power to the line is immediately shut off, lowering the likelihood of starting a fire.
Please get back to me and explain how this work will be accomplished. I have written to you and spoken with
you about this matter on multiple times. I have spoken to Public Works. Everyone understands there is urgency,
there needs to be a Town of Hillsborough plan. One of you needs to take ownership of this issue and implement
the plan. I stand ready to help as needed.
Looking forward to hearing from you.
ORNA
ORNA
REDACTED
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